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XI 
INTRODUCTION 1* EDITION 


With this first Book of II the documented narration of the activities carried out by the 
Italian Navy from the start of the war until the armistice, which Italy is forced by 
potential exhaustion, is made to stop the hostilities against the adversaries of the time. 

If it is true that the valor and honor of Nations are not measured on a par with the 
victories and the defeats, but depend on the serenely endured sacrifices, from the risks 
faced and from the blood historically spilled, the Navy, with its 30,000 dead of all ranks 
in a fight against a greater naval power, has the honor of to have been very worthy of the 
Nation. 

The defense of the traffic with the North Africa had constituted the fundamental 
objective of Navy, which flowed from the fact that the main front was found overseas. 

Therefore it has happened that, until the fall of the Libya, 1789 steamships sailed in 
convoy - in a total of 896 convoys with the loss of 8.4% of the ships. 91.6% of the men 
and 86% of the materials shipped in that period to destination. 

After the fall of the Libya (23 January 1943) the fighting moved into Tunisia, and 
1279 steamships - sailed in 378 convoys, the losing 16%. Approximately double, 
therefore, because by now the progressive deteriorating of the means of defense did not 
allow for sufficient protection of the cargo vessels. 

While an intense traffic was carried out with the coasts of Africa, 4762 convoys with 
a total of 7055 steamships - made the trip between Italy and the Greek - Albanian zone, 
with a loss limited to 0.5%, uncovered this traffic in a area, in which they did not 
succeed, by aircraft operating from Malta. 

During conflict, it can be said that in average at sea for the duration of the conflict, 
between large and small, approximately 5 convoys a day, and bring to the attention of the 
reader all these figures, because it gives a clear idea of 
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the complete effort and of the result achieved placed the Italian Sailors accomplishments 
side by side in size and period, with the airmen of the German allies. 

But end at the comparison thought as until the Allied invasion of Algeria the British 
Navy (beyond to a local traffic in the Eastern Mediterranean with Greece, until May 
1941, and with Tobruk in the period in which this base was in English hands) had in the 
Mediterranean only twelve important convoys in order to resupply Malta and nearly all 
were strongly Reduced by Italian - German air and sea attacks. 

Returning to the Italian convoys, it is by finding that - especially from the about the 
end of 1940 - there had not been a single convoy that did not have a dangerous and 
fortunate crossing: and because the salient episodes have taken place in the course of 
bitter battles with the attackers, the treatment are limited to the needs of description of 
the vicissitudes of the convoys that been sadly unable to complete their journey. 

But the modest percentages of the losses say, with the irrefutable eloquence of the 
figures, that - in spite of the unavoidable errors, in spite of the deficiency of fuel oil (fuel 
oil) largely exhausted after the end of 1941 the nearly two million tons reservoir with 
which it entered in war, in spite of the lack of radar and of aircraft carriers - the Navy 
had all been squandered until the limit of the human endurance, and to Military Navy I 
wish here to add the Cargo vessel, because both suffered the hardest blows and both 
knew to resist until the end. All, Capi and Gregari, joined from that tie of mutual 
confidence, peculiar characteristic of the atmosphere of the sea, where all are brought 
together from an uniqueness of the faced risk, having completed them with devotion and 
honor. 


Rome, 1958 
The Chief of the General Staff 
Vice Admiral 
CORSO PECORI GIRALDI 
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PRESENTAZION 2nd EDITION 


This second edition has been completely revised in the light of numerous reports designed to 
correct or clarify certain facts) made by readers - who lived through the events that are narrated here. 

Also note that the distinction Book I of vol. II, as indicated in the beginning of the preface to the 
first edition, refers to provisional numbers initially given to the volumes of this series, numbering amended 
in vol. VI of the series itself. 


Rome, 1977 


The Head of the Historical Office 
Amm. Div. Vitaliano Rauber 
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Abv. (English) — RANK (English) = Abv. (Italian) RANK (Italian) 
Adm. Admiral = Amm = Grande Ammiraglio 
Adm. Admiral = Amm = Ammiraglio d'Armata 
Adm. Admiral = Amm = Ammiraglio des d'Armata 
V. Adm. Vice Admiral = Amm = Ammiraglio di Squadra 
R. Adm. Rear Admiral = Amm = Ammiraglio di Divisione 
Comm. Commodore = Amm = Contrammiraglio 
Capt. Captain =C.V.= Capitano di Vascello 
Cdr. Commander =CF.= Capitano di Frigata 
Lt Cdr. Lt. Commander =C:Ce= Capitano di Corvetta 
Lt. Lieutenant =T.V Tenente di Vascello 

or Primo Tenente di Vascello 
Ltjg Lieutenant (junior grade) =S.T.V.= Sottotenente di Vascello 
Ltjg Lieutenant (junior grade) =S.T.= Sottotenente 
Egn Ensign =GM. = Guardiamarina 
none Head Chaplains Capo di 2' Class = tentnte di cascello 
none master mariner = Cap. lc. = Capitano lungo corso 
none Commissioner = Comm. = Commissario 


enlisted ratings 
Capo di 3 Class = Chief 3rd Class 


Sergeate = Sergent 

Sotto Capo = sub Chief 

Comune di Ist Class = Common Ist Class 

Tenente genio navale = t.g.n. = Lieutenant of explosives ordinance disposal and civil engineering service 
Ufficiale capo servizio elettrico e subacqueo Uff. E. T.= Chief Officer electric service and underwater Off. 
E.T. 

c.d.m. = Capitano per la direzione macchine = Captain for the direction machines 

Direttore di macchina= D.m. or d.m. = Director of machine 

Tenente per la direzione macchina = t.d.m. = Lieutenant for the direction machinery 
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Translator's notes: 


As usual for the Official Histories of the Italian Navy, which I translated now about a decade ago 
and they are in serious need of being redone. While they mostly survived the years and many changes in 
word processor formats intact, I present them now as is. 

T usually did not convert the ranks into English. The text is also full of untranslated words which 
proved mysterious at the time, most I think are technical in nature, or proper names for ship parts. 


Secondarily, few thoughts on the subject of this book. While the naval war is covered in great 
detail in English, what is not covered is the supplying of the Axis forces overseas. Hence the motivation for 
this work is to further my research into the events of the Second World War. Of the three Italian Armed 
forces, the Navy was the most ready for war. While there were shortcomings, Radar, radios, ASW & night 
fighting gear, the Navy was in fighting trim. And while the British Empire was considered the most likely 
foe after the Italian conquest of Ethiopia, nothing was done to improve the Libyan ports. Surely the war 
planners had to consider with British controlled territory next door, a battle to preserve the colony, and the 
need to support a army overseas. This left to the Navy the task of convoy escort. Worse for the Navy, 
anything that flew was the providence of the Air Force, the armed force least ready for war. The Navy 
depended on the Air Force for reconnaissance, Anti submarine patrols, and fighter protection. Roles the 
Air Force did poorly. Yet worse units the two armed forces could not talk with each other. A massage had 
to be sent to their headquarters then the headquarters had to contact it counterpart's headquarters for 
news. 

I have added an extra Appendix from by notes detailing merchant ships available to the Italian 
navy for war service along with their basic stats. This list is incomplete, but represents the best information 
available to me from the published works owned. 


Robert Denny 
September 2015 
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CHAPTER 1 
THE PROBLEM OF THE TRAFFIC WITH THE LIBYA 
1° Directives 


On 31 March 1940, the prediction that Italy would become involved in the European 
conflict already underway, but soon to end, the Head of Government sent to the Head of 
General Staff and to the Heads of general staffs of the three Armed Forces a 
Memorandum containing his broad principles of strategic directions. 

On receipt of the Memorandum, the Chief of General Staff called a meeting with the 
Head of the Government on 6 April 1940 regarding his point of view" and subsequently, 
9 April, meeting the Chiefs of general staff of the three Armed Forces (Graziani, 
Cavagnari, Pricolo) and the Under sectary of state of War (Soddu) to make known the 
same directives and to discuss their application. 

In this meeting, and those meetings latter, the problem of the Italian participation 
in the war was examined in its multiple aspects, but conclusions which the Military 
Heads of the Nation the reached were that he think about arranging to still more time 
before taking part in the conflict. Badoglio in particular June specified in a meeting with 
Mussolini that looked unnecessary to make decisions hasty and added that, besides when 
France has been defeated, it would have always been a fight against England. Held then 
to explanation that by the end of June would have only by "God's work" the materials for 
a honorable resistance and that precious raw materials were to arrive via sea, would 


(1) Also Adm. Cavagnari, Chief of the Naval general staff , synopses of the meeting 
about the strategic appreciation of the situation. 
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the Chief of General Staff wrote - have to try at all costs to earn all the month of June) ". 

The consequence of the May 30th meeting by the Heads of the military, this is what was 
being determined: 

- On the Alps front the defensive preparations they were making, needed accelerating; 

- The complements planed for the Libya would have arrived at their destination June 6th 
and, obviously, they would need some time before being employable; 

- The steamships transporting these complements - would not return to Italy before June 8th; 
- The 250 steamships that were at sea in the Mediterranean and 225 in the Ocean and it was 
necessary to avoid losses (at least mostly) by capture or destruction. 

In the same May 30th meeting the Heads of the general staff also had examined the strategic 
directives - in truth very thin - given by Mussolini to the Navy and Badoglio had summarized its 
theme with the phrase, inserted in the report of the meeting, «if a objective can be assigned to the 
Navy it is to watch the Mediterranean with submarines»; a strategic thought, from Admiral 
Cavagnari, had been thus clarified, being in the same meeting: «the orders are: offensive to right 
and on the left; to block the Channel of Sicily.» 

The expressions used by the Heads of general staff - at least in the shape in which they have 
reached to us through the reports of the meetings- are necessarily synthetic, but however 
sufficient to demonstrate that until May the problem of the traffic with Libya for the re-supply of 
the Italian Army located in Tripolitania and Cyrenaica never had been developed in its multiple 
aspects. 

Only the 5th of June did the spiny argument came on the carpet and Badoglio then assert 
that, for accelerating the transport of the men, all civil aircraft would have to be put at the 
disposition of the Air force, per the materials he said «an meticulous study by Admiral Cavagnari 
established as about six submarines minelayer can each carry around 600 tons per trip; on the 
other hand may even leave at little risk by ships, departing from Port Empedocle can about one 


10/03/2000 
The Defense of the North African Convoys; Vol.1 


night to reach in Libya. In this way we can have hope of feeding Libya”. 

From these phrases and luminosity that the military Heads of the Nation excluded the 
possibility to organize the resupply of Libya by means of cargo ships of a good tonnage grouped 
in convoys escorted by naval warships and the aircraft. And they, excluding, evidently anything, 
not already recognized as un-need but reason convinced them that traffic of this sort would have 
implied excessive risks. Risks that were not thought wise to run, as well as not in light of the 
forecasts that generally held in the political atmosphere that the war would have a short duration. 

During the first weeks of war we try in fact to carry out the supply of Libya exclusively with 
submarines, with aircraft, some motor-ships of small tonnage, but it was seen at that it was not 
sure with the submarines “”, aircrafts and sporadic small cargo ships we could assured the supply 
to an overseas Army of approximately 230,000 men strong. 

It was consequently indispensable to resort to other means: that is to say it was indispensable to 
organize a systematic maritime traffic between Italy and Libya by means of convoys composed 
by merchant ships and a variable number of escorting ships, always, warships and, often, from 
aircraft of the Air Force; that convoys, with passing of a months, became not always efficient. 

Very soon, indeed, for the reinforcing of Libya, the Navy was looked at on needs of having 
to organize and to defend two way marine traffic: 

1) The mercantile traffic of ships of large tonnage between Italy and the greater Libyan 
ports, mainly Tripoli, for many months was the only port of which Italy held in N. A. 

2) The coastal traffic along the Libyan coast in order to move to the smaller ports and 
beyond of the Tripolitania, Cyrenaica, Marmarica materials flowing from Tripoli costs from 
reaching 


(1) The practice each submarine minelayers was about able to carry 60 tons of materials on each 
journey. But is some cases she would arrive with only about 30 tons. 
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by sea, in greatest quantities possible, in proximity of the combat lines. 

The two lanes of traffic were both essential things for the conduct of military operations in Libya. 
Manifestly essential was the lane that carried war materials from Italy to Africa, but also essential 
was the Libyan coastal traffic because this, completing very effectively the logistical capacity of 
the Balbia Highway, concurred to carry to proximity of the combat fronts the ammunitions, 
gasoline, the provisions, the crews unloaded in distant ports some hundreds of kilometers from 
the zone of operations. 

Anticipating timely which and how many ships one used and the other current of traffic and 
which was the offenses from which was necessary defending both; the twofold nature of the 
Libyan marine communications it was necessary to establish from ours first pages. 

As it is now convenient to establish that the traffic between Italy and Libya , excluded 
coastal navigation, demanded the employment of 1,789 ship trips for combined 8,821,566 g.s.t. 


2° The 1938 study of the Naval General Staff 


Despite the beginning skepticism around her possibility about keep her maritime communications 
between Italy and Libya in the case of a conflict with England, the General Staff of Navy, itself 
from 1938, had analyzed in depth for its account the problem of such communications regarding 
in its logistical and operational aspects. 
The study that not consequential, distinguishing its acronym D.G. IO./A2, came compiled from 
the Plans Office of the General Staff on the basis of the requirements of the Army and the Air 
force demands of the following transport in North Africa of men and materials in measure 
(figures rounded off) in case of war: 

a) Complements for the mobilization of already existing units in I.N.A., by transporting at 
the opening of the hostilities: 


(1) See Historical Office M. M, The Italian Navy in the 2nd World War - Data and Statistic. 
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men: 42,000 (complements of G.U. already in Libya); motor vehicles 5,600 (of every type); 
material: 12,000 tons. 

b) Shipment Mass, for transport at declaring of war: men: 136,000; quadrupeds: 5,000; 
motor vehicles: 13,000; material: 50,000 tons; Fighter aircraft: 63 (disassembled). 

c) Replenishment of the mass shipment and the population (anticipated monthly qualities). 
men: 6,500; quadrupeds: 75; motor vehicles: 220; materials: 113,000 tons (of which 45,000 for 
the population); fighter aircrafts: 40 (disassembled). 

The problem, set up on these premises, did not correspond afterwards at all to what Navy did to 
resolve in war since the D. C. 10/A2 study ended its framework with the determined restricted 
initial operations rather than it needs of war; rather the determining elements of the fight that 
gravitate around to the glue of marine communications with Libya were being already examined 
more logically in such study. 

In particular the study established that: 

a) The transport of the single complement of war would demand 15 days in period of peace 
or diplomatic tension. 

b) The transport of the Shipment Body would demand in theory 65 days, as many and 
perhaps not quite the double the number in consequence the war actions of the opposing. 

c) it would be necessary to determine the escort of every convoy - direct and indirect 
protection - of all the forces available by Navy and Air force. 

d) Following the transport of the complements and of the shipment Body it would then have 
been necessary a great convoy monthly against the anticipated replenishment. 

e) Against attenuated burdens logistic and operational the Navy in a declared war it would 
have been of great importance to accumulate in Africa during the time of peace the great 
quantities of the principle materials, ammunitions, motor vehicles to reduce the burden of 
transports during war. 

f) Celeste the goddesses of transport would have to be subordinated to the logistic of the 
embark and disembarking ports and to the possibilities of influx and outflow of the men and the 
materials 
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3rd The logistical capacity of the ports 


On the argument ((logistical capacity the God of Ports)) the official documents of the Navy 
support, indeed, rather lengthily, to consider very carefully all aspects and in order to analyze 
until the point logistical capacity could affect the solution of the maritime traffic problem. 

Also because more often, and in special ways the case in examination, logistic has 
requirements of its own, sometimes antithetical with the needs to the operations. 

In the organization of the maritime convoys for Libya, in fact, while the operating criteria 
advised - to aim for the of concentration of defense and economy of force - to require the 
steamships to start out to sea in convoys constituted from very large number of merchant ships 
escorted by a convenient shares of the naval forces, logistic demanded that in every convoy the a 
number of steamships required was only that number that could be unloaded at the same time in 
the port of arrival. 

The result of the numbers is but a kind of logistic that ends by imposing its norm sheath 
logistic has iron laws, which cannot even avoid the most serious military and operating 
requirements. 

Therefore the logistic inexorably fixed the number of the cargo vessels that could be 
unloaded at the same time to Tripoli, or also to Benghazi and Tobruk, in the few months in which 
Tobruk and Benghazi was usable, and as such it was necessarily to limit the number of the cargo 
vessels in every convoy started for those ports. 

The enemy offense against the traffic not only going by sea, but also, indeed especially, in 
the harbor areas of the Libya and it would have been therefore illogical and dangerous to quite 
obligate steamships loaded with precious materials or combustible liquids to long stays in the 
ports or in the outer harbors exposed to the continuous threat of the airplane and often also with 
the opposing submarines. 

And also illogical it would have been to start for one of the Libyan ports a group of 
steamships while the previous group still had not finished unloading. 

Some time - rather very rarely - that happened for Tripoli, but unachieved, as we will see, 
that some cargo vessels, 
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after ten days of delay in port, they left again for Italy without being able to completely unload 
(POZARICA convoy of June 1941 ). 

Analogous considerations can muddle the ports of departure. 

In short, therefore, if a port is enable it to absorb tens of thousands tons of material a month, it is 
useless harmful clearly impossible to send more monthly. Also obvious, the equipment of the harbors 
for unloading not will have been increased. 


From what has been said, clearly the first, but not the sole, determining element of the maximum 
number of the cargo vessels of a convoy was supplied from the logistic capacity of the ports that 
established how many steamships could be unloaded or be loaded at the same time in every port. 

Office Plans of the General Staff of in the study compiled by the Navy, of which we have already 
spoken, it was recognized that the theoretical potential of the Libyan ports, employing for unloading 
also barges or lighters, coincided the influx and unloading of the following measured in contemporary 
ships: 

Tripoli: 5 cargo ships and 4 for transport troops. 

Benghazi: 3 cargo ships and 2 for troop (reduced to total of 3 ships altogether whenever the 
possibility to carry out operations in roadstead was excluded once the hostilities begun). 

Tobruk: 3 cargo ships and 2 ships for troop; with a it enables of disembarkation of a thousand 
men to the hour and quantitative discharge of material an fluctuating one, in '38, between a thousand 
tons a day at Benghazi and two thousand approximately at Tripoli. 

In as far as the departure ports it was previewed that to Naples they could load 14 steamships at 
the same time; 5 at Bari and 5 at Brindisi. 

The aforesaid figures corresponded very exactly to enable logistics of the ports in time of peace. 
They were not very corresponding to reality of the facts however once war begin to perform more and 
more immense destructions in the equipment of the Libyan ports and in the storage structures of the 
same ports. 

He may consider that the end of 1941 the logistical capacity of the port of Tripoli was already 
reduced to approximately 50%. Benghazi 
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and Tobruk, then, when this ports returned in our hands after the British occupation, not 
were ever in a position of unloading at the same time of two-three steamboats at the maximum 
with a rhythm that, only in exceptional cases, caught up 7-800 tons every day. 

At Benghazi indeed, for many weeks of 1940 and in nearly all of 19411, was not thought it 
convenient to send convoys formed from steamboats of large size because that port did not have 
way of unloading. 

The traffic for Benghazi, between the Italian reoccupation (6 April 1941) and the second 
English occupation (27 Decembers 1941), in fact was only limited to some rare steamboat of 
small tonnage from coming individually from Italy (SS. EGITTO, CILICIA, Tk. OSSAG, CAPO 
D'ORSO), and to used the local boats bobbin along the Libyan coastal in order to move towards 
the operating front the materials flowing into Tripoli. 

Only about August 1941 only six cargo vessels of medium tonnage were started to Benghazi, 
among them was the Tanker OSSAG; but this tip was the entire monthly maximum of 1941. 

Other points of material disembarkation were equipped during the war to Derna, Ain el 
Gazala, Bardia, and finally to Marsa Matruh, but such docks and anchorages nearly exclusively 
served the coastal traffic. To Derna and Bardia flowed, and true, also some from transport 
submarine loaded with ammunitions or gasoline, in particularly in the spring - summer '41, but 
the transported materials from such submarines emerged altogether of some hundreds of tons; an 
absolutely negligible figure in the great picture of the supply of Libyan. 

In conclusion and logistical to drastically specific the number and the type of cargo vessels 
that can be started at once for various ports, fixing with this, and in compulsory way, one basic 
directive for the constitution of the convoys. 


ok 


We can also add for recorded at this point - and we will see it better subsequently - that the 
materials effectively unloaded in N.A. during the war in practical tonnage delivered was total 
close to what the Libyan ports were in a position to absorb during the conflict. From June '40 
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thru January '43, in fact, approximately two million tons of materials altogether came 
to be disembarked between Tripoli, Tobruk, Benghazi and that is to say, in based on the 
data brought back more over, more or less just the quantitative ones than goods that those 
three ports could materially absorb during the period of time in which they were in our 
hands. 


4th the question of Malta 


The Office Plans of Navy, in the study to which there are already many times 
reported, D. G. 10/A2, very badly shaped the war hypothesis for us, that the General Staff 
of Navy has countersigned with the acronym "Alpha 3" and that previewed Italy and 
Germany allied against a coalition composed of England, France, Egypt, Turkey, Greece, 
USSR. A hypothesis that then, but the lacked participation in war of Turkey, totally came 
true between the '40 and '41, and that therefore was being completely adherent to the 
realty of the situation that the Italian Navy had to face during the conflict. 

In the aforesaid study it was found that, if the enemy had laid a trap the Italian 
communications between Italy and Libya only from its bases of Gibraltar and Alexandria, 
the problem of the defense of the traffic with Libya would have introduced easy enough 
solution, but that such solution became instead most difficult since the British had in the 
island of Malta a situated sea and air base just to the center of the bundle of routes that 
linked Italy to N. A. 

The study in issue thus expressed on purpose of Malta "there will not be initially 
located there light units... increase of the forces to Malta and Biserta could render 
impracticable our operation of transport in N. A.". 

It was not an affirmation, this last, as well as serious how very drastic, but not rash: it 
came in fact only formulated after a long meticulous acute analysis of the existing geo- 
strategic relationship in the Mediterranean between Italians and English. It was of the rest 
the same conclusion which implicitly Marshal BADOGLIO as Head of the Chiefs of 
general staff about which we have already spoken. 
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The study did not stop however to the negative conclusion which necessarily it had to reach; 
it went ahead in order to notice that the most difficult conditions in which the traffics with the 
Libya would have been carried out could be faced by occupying Malta, by holding that base 
under constant aerial offense; but concluded that and only the occupation of said base, that does 
not have to be considered impossible, would resolve the problem totally. 

And not enough since, in passing from the general considerations to the particular appraisals, 
the study in issue added: 

"Currently we do not have one kind aircraft able of accompanying and protecting the 
convoys: it seems a necessary provision. Also under this aspect it is found that the conquest of 
Malta would resolve, in great part, the problem, since the other air force bases of the adversary, 
would not allow given the distance, a persistent one and effective aerial action on the convoys". 

"The one time neutralization of Malta would not give ideal results, since the enemy aerial 
forces on the island could continuously be restored from the far bases already." 

"The LR.A.F. it will moreover realistically covering the ports, especially Tripoli, Benghazi, 
Tobruk from the opposing aerial offenses, and It will to act offensively against the units that are 
in the eastern to the central Mediterranean”. 

The Navy had in short outlined exactly the problem of Malta actually from 1938 and had in a 
way seen clearly the possibility of that enemy base thus succeed to write that an expansion of 
Malta could have rendered the traffic with the Libya quite impossible. 

During the conflict the island became time and time again neutralized from the aerial action 
of the Axis and upgraded or reequipped by the British, but it never did become occupied, as it 
would have been perhaps possible to do “’. Consequently the defense of the traffic with the 
North Africa assumed the character of a continuing war operation, nearly battles uninterrupted. 


(1) The occupation of Malta became, now famed, studied more times. It was looked at in document DG 10/A2; it came then 
concretely taken in examination in a project planning study in 18 May 1940 and concluded June of the same year. It became then 
reexamined in all its aspects beginning at the end of 1941, and this time was prepared particular operational plans; however the 
operation, that it would have had to happen in the spring - summer ' 42, was never to be executed. 
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The "battles of the Libyan convoys", endured without break for approximately 31 months, 
957 days, is how many passed between the beginning of the war and 23 January 1943, day in 
which Tripoli fell. 

And the battle was only, for the narrow operation zones in which the action was carried out, 
because the only span of the entire operation, is the reason the fight in the narrow battlefield 
practically never had pauses. 

It was a twisted battle of duels between single units, maneuvers and counter maneuvers, of 
attacks and counterattacks been life and death whose cycle lasted but a few minutes, but, in the 
complex, it was war action that goes seen, estimated, studied in its entirety, as in its entirety 
studies and currency whichever other battle, already the thousand episodes that I know it 
allocated are legion the one to the others like rings, of only one chain. 

The "battles of the Libyan convoys" endured , as we have said, until the fall of Tripoli, then the 
fight on the sea move itself to other theater of operations and begin what we could call the second 
battle of the convoys*; the battle for the supply of the Italian - German bridgehead established in 
Tunisia yet when the two war change of fortune are considered each to be not only for differences 
of the chessboards in which they were fought, but because the strategic situation of the two 
contenders varied substantially when the Italian - Germanic traffic made the route of Tunisia 
instead of Libya. 

In this volume we will cover only the first of the two battles of the convoys: that one for the 
supplying of Libya, and it is this battle we refer to in our considerations and statistical data. 

The nineteen hundred fifty hard days, therefore, the "battles of the Libyan convoys", and 
approximately as many they were the convoys that were moved from one to the other side. 
Singular coincidence. From which deducing already that, practically, in every day of the war 
there was at least one convoy in sea between the Italian ports and those of the Tripolitania - 
Cyrenaica. Naturally not and the departing convoys, one to the day, with mathematical regularity 
like if it were be a matter of directing trains; in some day nobody departed, in some other at the 
same time left two, three, four from Italy for the Libyan ports and vice-versa, and hence that are 
arriving corresponded to between the number of the departing convoys and 
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the number of the days of «Battle». Since every navigation lasted a various number of days (up to 
four from Naples to Tripoli for the slow convoys) so it happened that effectively there was not 
day of the war in which at least one convoy not was in sea between the Sicily and Tripoli, in the 
Ionian and the coast of the North Africa. 

Every day there was one, a very often there were several, distributed at the same time along 
the routes that went up towards Italy or came down on Africa. And, but in the first months of war, 
every convoy, in the course of its crossing, was threatened, hammered, ensnared by the enemy: 
often attacked from aircrafts bombers and torpedo boats; thickest and we could say every day 
from always more efficient and aggressive submarines with passing of the months, attacked only 
very rarely (three or four times in all of the Central Mediterranean) from surface ships that, when 
they fell upon a convoy, in kind destroyed it. 

Uninterrupted battle, therefore, in theory begin on 10 June 1940, and with practical action 
perhaps only in December 1940, single reason in this month the action and the reaction of the two 
parties in contrast assumed a continuances that then characterize the fight until the end, but 
however a Battle without pauses, fought on only a single thread, for intermit 31 months, or 
continually for 26. In every day of these months in fact we fight in the Mediterranean, or the try 
we to fight, that by definition is one and same, around an Italian convoy in route from north to 
south or vice versa. 

Not having carried out the occupation of Malta - only operation that would have resolved the 
problem in a radical way - we attempted to contain the irregular offense from Malta, by means of 
the naval blockade of the island, for other with intense completed aerial bombings mostly from 
the German Air Force. And in the months in which the aerial offensive of the Axis was already 
intense, war ability of Malta effectively decreased until diminishing until to nullifying completely 
when the aerial action reached its maximum. 

But not hardly the action was diminished of intensity, Malta immediately just reconstructed 
its war potential and resumed its offensive function against the convoys directed to Libya. 

The "battles of the convoys" alternate with periods of the liveliest combats to periods in 
which the fighting was less locked: 
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directly depending one and the other, from the degree of efficiency of Malta; it never did 
have however true and proper pauses, since the enemy threat on our convoys was always 
impending also when expressed only with insufficient fierceness. 

The course of the "Battle", and clearly supported from the statistical data that we will 
bring back between short; from such data it appears obvious that, while the traffic 
between Italy and North Africa was carried out, ships moving more or less continuously, 
the loss percentages of Italian mercantile ship diminished greatly when Malta was 
subjected to energetic aerial pressure. 

In the «Battles of the Convoys» we can differentiate therefore Five periods clearly 
distinguishable from each other, characterized by the greater or lesser intensity of the 
aerial action of the Axis on the enemy base. 
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CHAPTER II 
VARIOUS PERIODS OF THE "BATTLE OF CONVOYS” 
The First period: 10 June - November 1940 


The principle of the war, Great Britain, in presuming that Malta would endure very 
violent attack from the forces of the Axis, cleared the island. No offensive action 
therefore departs from that base and the traffic for Libya relatively undisturbed. Against 
the marine communications manifest some threat to work of great coming from British 
naval formations from Gibraltar or from Alexandria, but such threats, was always 
effectively faced and contained from the Italian surface forces. Exactly from a cruise of 
protection carried out from all the Italian Fleet caused the battle of Punta Stilo (9 July 
1940). 

In this period between Italy and Libya carried out altogether -174 trips with merchant 
ships and - 11 from with warships trips 

They got lost the DD. ESPERO in circumstances that we will see latter, and 4 
merchant ships: sunk, from airplane and three from submarines while they were traveling 
along the Libyan coasts, for a total of 10,574 g.s.t.(1). 


2" Second period: Decembers 1940 - May 1941 


By end of autumn 1940 the British, stated offensive action from Malta, all in all, it 
was rather modest 


(1) The losses reported to the sole ships employed in going or returning between 
Italy and Libya. See appendix 3. The complete directory of the losses of the Italian 
mercantile ship is contained in the volume of the Historical Office of military Navy." The 
Italian Navy in the Second World War - Ships Lost - Book II mercantile Ships". 
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, began to concentrate in the island's aerial, submersible units, some light ship. And on 
the routes for the Libya the first losses were recorded. With January 1941, in concurring 
with the moving of the German Afrika Korps to Libya, the Germany transferred to Sicily 
its X CAT (a German Aerial Corp), than begin the sustained aerial hammering of Malta. 
The efficiency of the enemy base was without other shots and the losses of mercantile 
ship returned to nearly null in January and February in order to then endure an light 
increase in the successive months in concurring with an sensitive increment of the traffic. 

In this period the enemy offense manifested essentially with actions of submarines 
and surface ships (destruction of convoy TARIGO), much less with attacks of aerial 
bombers and torpedo-bombers. The aerial radius of action, moreover, still did not exceed 
the 130 miles. Was therefore rather easy to remain outside of their range. 

Their was altogether 450 shiploads by ships of various tonnage. 

Their Losses (including 4 German ships): 

form actions of submarines 12 ships for s.g.t. 60,051 


* " "aerial Aree 17,344 
i " "surface ships Op OM 21,180 
mines and various causes (Cee 10,522 

Total. 30 ships for t.s.l. 109,097 


Was, also lost in the same period, 4 destroyers of the escort. 
3"! Third period: June 1941 November 1941 


In the May the X CAT abandoned Sicily because they were called to operate in 
Russia and the Balkans. The pressure on Malta diminished and automatically the island 
re-energized it offensives. The increased attacks to the convoys and increased the losses 
in the months of the autumn reaching the highest point of the entire war. 

The enemy offensive mainly developed with submarines and aerial bombers and 
torpedo-bombers, that became more and more 
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aggressive and efficient hand in hand with the passing months, operating essentially at 
night when the convoys lacked aerial escort. At the same time went growing the 
autonomy of the torpedo bombers that towards the end of period reached a range of 200 
miles; it succeeded therefore more and more difficult to make to follow a convoys route 
that were outside of the circle from such type of attacking aircrafts to strike. 

Also some light units based to Malta attack night tine, however a very rarely, the 
convoys in navigation in the central Mediterranean, but such small units actions of 
limited to solely the nocturnal hours, had a sporadic character that little affected the 
course of the battle although the destruction of the DUISBURG convoy (9 November 
1941) raised a very great fuss in Italy. 

After all, they were always the submarines causing the losses; which got worse after 
the torpedo bombers come. 

Altogether 383 shiploads were made - between Italy and Libya with ships of various 
tonnage. 

Losses of 44 ships, of which 7 were Germans, for a total of 222.447 g.s.t., and 3 
escorting units. 

The losses were caused by: 


From submarines 17 ships for g.s.t. 91,011 
"airplane 17 " "— "86,548 
"surface ships 9" ‘ "44,499 
"mines a a * i 2389. 
Total. 44 222,447 


4" Fourth period: December 1941 - July 1942 


After the painful losses of ships and materials recorded in the third period, a new 
German aerial Body came moved to Sicily between December 1941 and January 1942: 
the II CAT, that resumed the aerial bombardment of Malta. 

With passing of the months the action against enemy base became more and more 
massive until reaching the maximum effectiveness in the month of April and then the 
British were obliged to habitually clear from the island the aircrafts and afterwards the 
submarines 
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habitually moved to separate. In as far as the surface ships, they had abandoned the 
island themselves at the first to signs of the aerial offensive. 

In the April month the losses of materials during shipment to Libya via sea were 
practically null, likewise null it had been in January and February. 

From the end of April in then, nevertheless, the II CAT was forced to reduce the 
bombing, because it engaged more and more intensely on the Egyptian front and 
immediately Malta regained its old efficiency; first the returned submarines, thereafter 
the aerial bombers and torpedo bombers, and one than the others resumed to attack the 
traffic between Italy and Libya with the customary aggressiveness; indeed with greater 
aggressiveness of the past because in the meantime the standard attacks were improved 
and the combat tactics had been perfected. 

The effects of the diminished aerial pressure on Malta was felt at once, by the end of 
spring '42. It can indeed be asserted without question of incurring increased errors, than 
the enemy base increased to its maximum efficiency as soon as the intensity of the Italian 
- German aerial bombing diminished. 

In the month of July, as an example, not as soon as newly intensified, although small, 
the aerial pressure, caused the percentage of the materials lost was reduced from 21% in 
June to 7% in July. 

In March - April of '42, just when the aerial hammering of Malta reached its 
maximum ferocity succeeded in neutralizing the island completely, the necessary 
operations of the Army in Africa, advance, near Egypt, more and more demanded the 
quantitative shipment of, people of materials; so that the fourth period of the "battle of 
the convoys" is introduced to us at least in the months of the spring, likewise 
characterized by two very obvious aspects: 

a) increase in the shipment of the materials and therefore in the number of the 
convoys that reached the maximum point of the entire war; 

b) reduction of the losses to the minimums levels recorded after 1940. 

The few losses of this period were provoked essentially from submarines; in minor 
number from torpedo bombers, than by now they had sufficient range in order to cover 
and to entire strike 
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entire the collection of the routes which the ships of the convoys were required to cross. 
Some loss: but in limited measure was produced from bombers departing from Malta, 
from May afterwards, from Egyptian bases. 

The surface ships did not effect by some rare attacks. 

Losses n. 23 ships, of which 2 Germans, for total 115,741 g.s.t. The losses were 
caused: 

from submarines 15 ships for g.s.t. 61,734 


" airplane coe " "52,037 
"surface ship ae mas 1,976 
Total. 23 115,741 


Was also lost, in this period, 2 cruisers used after transport gasoline, 2 submarine 
transports and 4 of the escort. 


5"" Fifth period: August 1942 - January 1943 


From August on the aerial action against Malta diminished more and more in 
intensity and the cancellation in November - December of practically all. With 
diminishing of the aerial pressure the efficiency of the island grew a new and became a 
line of departure for bombers and torpedo bombers in more and more greater numbers. 

Our losses reached very high percentages until, in January 1943, were precluded 
every possibility of supply to the retreating army. Of the other departing the traffic trailed 
off also because the Libyan ports fell into English hand one after the other. 


Ships departures in convoy: 326 ships - Loads. 
Losses 50 ships, of which 3 Germans, and 3 motor-sail boats for 184.386 g.s.t. total; 
cause of losses: 


of submarines 21 shipsfor 82,488 s.g.t. 
airplane 26 " "89,350 " 
surface ships at 7 5,085 " 
mines and causes unknown 4 " 7 7,463" 
Total. 53 184,386 s.g.t. 


Also was lost, in 5° period, 2 submarine transport and 5 of escort. 
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6" relative statistical. 


Also intending to examine in detailed way the "battle of the convoys", we put endured in 
evidence relative the statistical data to the course of the traffic with the Libya: 


Convoys carried out in the two senses. .............44 896 

Convoyed mercantile ships. 1,789 steamships - trips 
Tonnage - total Convoys . 8,821,566 g.s.t. 

Transports carried out by ships of war 460 ship - trips 

Employed in the escort service. 1,913 torpedo boats - trips 
mercantile ships Lost at sea 151 

Percentage of the losses regarding the number of the steamboats - trips 8.4% 
Tonnage lost gross weight at sea. 642,677 g.s.t. 


Percentage of the g.s.t. lost regarding the Convoyed total tonnage. 7.3% 
Loaded materials. 2.245.381 tons 

Materials arrived. 1.929.055 " 

Losses percentages 14% 

Personal departed. 206.402 

Personal arrived. 189.162 

Losses percentages 8.35% 


7" The first weeks of war 


The Plans Office of the Navy General Staff (Supermarina did not exist then) had, as we 
have seen, completed in 1938 the meticulous D.G, 10 / A2 study in order to define the 
models that would be followed for the realization of the complexes in supplying Libyan. 
It was slowly anticipated having to organizing convoys in time of war, except that a day 
before the beginning of the hostilities, Navy received from the Cabinet Minister of War 
the order that we transcribe here: 
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"Prot. 123961 - 9 June 1940 

The DUCE orders that all materials destined of Libya, and that has not been possible 
to embark at Naples to halt loading of the transports, and they are to leave immediately, 
for their destinations, the Army General Staff agrees with the Royal Navy". 

Subsequently, the 13 June, the Army General Staff informed that it was urgent to 
send to Libya approximately 7,000 men, varied material and motor vehicles; and on 23 
June specified that, " independently for the eventual shipment to N. A. of Large new 
Unit... they are in pause or preparation the following segment of personnel and material 
who have not been able to reach the destination in N. A.: 

13,000 men (of which 1.000 officers) 

1,250 motor vehicles 

40,000 tons of provisions 

18,000 tons of fuel 

1,700,000 artillery shells 

48,000,000 of cartridges 

800,000 bombs for mortar ". 

Nearly at the same time the Air Force established that it had to send to Cyrenaica 
urgently approximately 5,000 tons of materials beyond the 20,000 drums aviation 
gasoline requested. 

Under the push of the unexpected urgent and most urgent demands, the Navy where 
to set aside the plans for transport accurately studied in time of peace, where to renounce, 
at least for the moment, to organize convoys that foresaw the full exploitation of 
logistical abilities of the ports and was forced to supply the transport of the men and the 
materials to be sent to Libya urgency by means of warships, mine laying submarines and 
naval destroyer squadrons, diverting them from their normal tasks. 

The first supply for North Africa in fact was carried out with warships according to 
the following diary: 

18 June 1940 - Submersible ZOEA - depart from Naples for Tobruk with a cargo of 
60 tons of ammunitions of R. Army (17,770 complete rounds for 47/32); June reaches the 
21 
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June 19, 1940 - the 11th DD. squadron (ARTIGLIERE, GENIERE, CAMICIA NERA, 
AVIERE) -departed from Naples and arrived at Benghazi on June 21 with the following 
load: 36 guns of 47 mm. and 20 guns of 20 mm. with ammunition. Carried on the DDs. It 
was also embarked specialist personnel for the arming of these artillery comprising about 
300 men between officers and troops. 

June 24, 1940 - Submarine Bragadino — departed from Naples to Tobruk with 30 
tons of material for the Air Force. It reaches its destination on June 28th. 

June 25, finally left Naples the first real convoy to Libya; It was composed of the 
motor ships ESPERIA and VICTORIA, carrying a total of 437 men and 2,775 tons of 
various materials, escorted by the TB. PROCIONE and ORSA to Syracuse and then by the 
14th squadron of torpedo boats (PARTENOPE, POLLUCE, PLEIADI, PALLADE). 

It is hardly necessary to point out that the two large motor ships, capable of 
carrying globally about 4,500 men, were employed in those circumstances in a much less 
then their ability. Supermarina did not fail to point out the thing to the Army General 
Staff which competed in Naples both the centralization of personnel and materials and 
the loading dock for boats: however, this was not the only case in which the merchant 
used to traffic with Libya were exploited only to a modest rate of their load capacity. 

Inevitable consequence, both of some initial disorientation in those who had to 
regulate the flow of materials, and - above all - of the urge .of necessity and disorderly 
urgency with which the supplies were often asked by land and aeronautical Commands 
engaged in difficult military operations. 

To complete the picture of the traffic made in the first month of the war we mark 
the following other transports made before June 30, 1940. 

Escort ship RAMB III - departed from Naples to Tripoli on June 25 with 600 tons 
of frozen meat intended for the Army. It reaches its destination on June 27th. 

Motorboat LAGO TANA - departed from Catania to Tripoli on June 28 with 200 tons 
of gasoline in drums. Arrived on June 29th. 
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Submarine CORRIDONI - Left from Naples the 30 June with 27 tons of materials 
for the Air Force and Navy, reaches Tobruk the 3 July. 


8" The action of the ESPERO naval destroyer squadron 


27 June while had left from Taranto for Tobruk the ESPERO DD squadron (capo 
squadriglia, cap. vascello Enrico Baroni), OSTRO, ZEFFIRO. The three DD. had 
boarded two batteries A/A equipped from M.V.S.N and relative armaments, 
approximately 160 men in all. 

In the afternoon of the 28 June, while the three DDs. were little more than 100 miles 
to north of Tobruk, without warning they sighted some British cruisers that, maneuvered 
so as to trap the DDs. on two sides, they opened the fire on the Italians from a distance of 
approximately 20,000 meters 

The British Units were part of the VII cruiser Squadron, composed from ORION, 
GLOUCESTER, LIVERPOOL, NEPTUNE, SIDNEY who with battleships ROYAL 
SOVEREIGN and RAMILLIES and to aircraft carrier EAGLE, found itself at sea on the 
day of the 27th in order to support some convoys navigation in the Mediterranean and the 
Aegean. The cruisers had received from their airplane in reconnaissance two messages 
with the approximately position at sea of three Italian DDs. and had regulated their 
navigation so as to be able to intercept ESPERO's three DDs. 

Under the enemy attack C.te Baroni ordered to the squadron to disengage, leaving 
the ESPERO at the tail of the formation therefore from being able to cover, just with 
shooting and very dense extended fog curtains, the ZEFFIRO and the OSTRO. In order 
better to acquit such task started also to zigzag. In such a way the distance between the 
ESPERO and the cruisers was fatally reduced, but the fog curtains, turning out wider and 
better extended, allowed to the OSTRO and the ZEFFIRO of escape undamaged from the 
enemy. 

The firing of the opposing units, and especially of GLOUCESTER and 
LIVERPOOL, then concentrated on the ESPERO; the fleeing Italian counter battery fire 
and launched also one group of torpedoes obligating the enemy to counter maneuver 
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ACTION OF 28 JUNE 1940 
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Action of 28 June 1940: Sinking of the DD. ESPERO 
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counter maneuver, but hit repeatedly rest to the immobilized end. When he was already 
seriously set afire and in phase of sinking, newly (SIDNEY) approaching to approximately 
6,000 meters was caught up from the grenades of one of the cruisers. 

The C.te Barons I order in that moment to abandon the united one; same aid indeed 
it, for how much wounded, to let go the rafts of rescue, pear tree did not want to follow in 
the boats the survivors of its crew. To who he exhorted it to get in but answered that a 
commander dies with the own ship. Person in charge a non-commissioned officer to carry 
its salute to the family, carried itself towards prow and disappeared in joined sea with the 
own one. 

The ZEPHYR and the OSTRO caught up Bengasi with their the cargo the morning 
of 29 June without to have received some damage from the encounter with the enemy. 

Part of is shipwrecked of the ESPERO came collected from the SIDNEY. others 
remained in sea or on the rafts of rescue. Six of they, between which a non-commissioned 
officer, they were traced and saved from the submersible TOPAZ after to be remained 14 
days to the drift, before on a raft and therefore over one it launch fortunately found in sea. 

To the memory of the heroic commander Barons it came decreed the gold medal to 
the valor military, 
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CHAPTER III 
THE FIRST PERIOD AND THE BATTLE OF PUNTA STILO 
1" The first actually convoys composed 


Remarkably the first days of war, unavoidably a trifle chaotic in the field of the 
marine traffic, especially for to gather of gasping the urgent demands for shipment of 
materials to Libya, the Navy begin to supply to the communications with N. A. by means 
of actual convoys composed from requisitioned merchant ships and escorted by warships 
of varying number and type seconded to the needs war. 

In this period, that runs from June to November 1940, Malta was practically useless 
as a base for aircraft and submarines; consequently there was little probability that 
convoys directed to Libya to be attacked by aerial or underwater units(no attack of that 
sort occurred in fact in the first months of war). There were instead many British surface 
units, with the majority, based at Gibraltar or Alexandria and was therefore essential in 
their judgment the need to protect the merchantmen in charge of maintaining and feeding 
our bridgehead in Libya. 

Supermarina therefore escorted the Italian convoys not only with light units, but with 
heavy units of the surface fleet. 

Between the 6 July and 1st August there was in fact, two immense escorted convoys, 
that engaged the greater part of our naval forces. 
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2™" 6-8 July Convoy 


Before the two above operations developed one between the 6 and the 9 July 1940 
which led to the "Battle of Punta Stilo", between our Naval Forces and the 
Mediterranean Fleet, escape also it in order protect navigation of two convoys - one slow 
and one fast - from Malta to Alexandria. 

The Italian convoy, left from Naples for Benghazi at 19:45 on 6 July, was composed 
of the SS. ESPERIA and from MS. FOSCARINI, PISANI, CALITEA to which MS. 
BARBARO was added the near Catania. The direct escort was provided by the 14th 
torpedo-boats Squadron (PROCIONE). 

The convoy, started for the Strait of Messina, was already entering the Ionian Sea 
when on 8 July the Supermarina received news Force H of Gibraltar had sailed on the 7th 
with BC. HOOD, CV. ARK ROYAL, two Battleships, three light cruisers, 13 destroyers. 

Supermarina then decided the protection of the convoy in route for Benghazi was to 
be assured by the entire Italian Fleet. In consequence, for defense of the convoy, sortied, 
beyond the PROCIONE torpedo boats squadr., the following naval Forces: 


Direct escort: 
2nd Div. BANDE NERE 
TB sec. PILO - MISSORI 
10th DD sq. MAESTRALE 
Protection at a distance against 
forces from the Middle East: 
POLA -1st Div. ZARA 
3rd Div. TRENTO 
DD squadr. of the Divisions 
Protection at a distance against 
forces at Malta: 
7th Div. EUGENIO DI SAVOIA 
13th DD squadr. 
Support Group: 
5th Div. CESARE 
4th Div. BARBIANO 
8th Div. ABRUZZI 
attached DDs 
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Taking part in this complex operation: 

2 battleships 

6 cruisers of 10,000 ton. 

12 light cruisers 

36 destroyers 

6 torpedo boats 

moreover: 

- a huge shares of r. m. (maritime reconnaissance) Aviation from was employed for 
the scouting services; 

- 7 July the minelayer BARLETTA was sent from Brindisi to Benghazi the with a 
cargo of mines to be laid off the port in order to improve protection; 

- the placement of the submarines in the Eastern Mediterranean was strongly 
reinforced and totaled altogether 14 patrols. 

Several the provisions taken by the Supermarina found new justification when Rome 
learned that not only the Force of Gibraltar had put to sea, but also the Fleet of 
Alexandria commanded by Admiral Cunningham. This last contained as of the afternoon 
of 7 July, a force of three battleships, the EAGLE, 6 light cruisers and 20 naval destroyer 
approximately. 

From the British official documentation this famous fleet of Cunningham’s had left 
its base of operations in order to assure the escort of two convoys that has departed Malta 
for Alexandria - a fast convoy for the evacuation from Malta of the families of the navy 
officials who resided on the Island and a slow convoy for the transport of necessary 
materials for the Fleet of Alexandria but that, even if Supermarina had been exactly 
aware of Cunningham’s orders, it did not exclude that the Italian convoy could be 
attacked during navigation, by the British naval Forces, or as soon as it entered port. 

The decision of Supermarina to put and to maintain, entire Italian Fleet for the 
protection of the convoy directed to Benghazi appears therefore appropriate. 

In the night between the 7 and 8 July the submarine BEILUL attacked the middle 
east naval Force and communicated to Rome the sighting and position (approximately 
150 miles to north and west of Alexandria); subsequently also the aerial recognition 
located 
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both the two British Fleets (but the convoys breaking out of Malta) and their position it 
did not appear obvious that our merchant ships at sea could not be caught by the opposing 
naval Forces. 

Therefore were not ordered some diversion for the next convoy already to the port, 
most of the Fleet instead maintained position to cover movement from the direction of the 
middle east. 

The evening of the 8 day July the all five mercantile ships gleefully entered 
Benghazi without having endured some harassment from the enemy were attended to port 
by the torpedo boats of the PROCIONE squadron, which, carried out the direct escort. 

The 2nd naval Division (BANDE NEREB), was also then in immediate contact with 
the convoy, continued on to Tripoli, after to having left the cargo vessels at Benghazi. 
The large Italian naval Squadron, commanded by Vice Admiral Inigo Campioni, was 
instead ordered to return to base of departure. 

The Admiral Cunningham was informed from SM. PHOENIX of the presence in the 
eastern Mediterranean of a large part of the Italian surface ships and consequently once 
assured the safety of the two British convoys heading to Alexandria, moved towards the 
Ionian in order to meet the Italian naval Forces. 

Given the relative positions Admiral Campioni could have refused the encounter 
returning to Taranto before contact was possible; instead he preferred to face the enemy 
although it was superior in numbers and power of its ships, because they were 
accompanied by the aircraft carrier EAGLE, covered by, the torpedo aircraft. 

From the determination of the two Admirals come, in afternoon of July 8th, the 
battle of Punta Stilo. 

The reconstruction of such feet of arms is beyond the limits of the present work and 
therefore on it we note only enough in order to show that the combat was indirect 
consequence of escort operations carried out at the same time by both sides 
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To render obvious importance of the above convoy to Benghazi the evening of the 8 
July by examination of the merchant ships cargos: 

ESPERIA - 1,571 men between Officers and Troops. 

CALITEA - _ 619 men between Officers and Troop. 

2,190 Men 

VETTOR PISANI - 102 Motor vehicles: 5,077 tons various material. 

FOSCARINI - 74 Motor vehicles: 5,368 tons various material. 

BARBARO - 56 Motor vehicles: 5,720 tons petroleum oil and lubricants in barrels. 


34 Employment ESPERIA and CALITEA for the Sirte Division 


The 9th of July the ESPERIA and the CALITEA were moved from Benghazi to 
Tripoli in order to begin the transport from Cyrenaica of the Sirte Division. Escorted by 
the TB. PROCIONE, the two ships reached Tripoli in the afternoon of the 10th and left 
again the 12th with escort of the TB. ORSA. 

They returning once again the duo then transversed Tripoli - Benghazi, always for 
the transport of the Sirte division operating between the 6 and the 16 July - date given of 
last arrival at Benghazi in this cycle of transports - the two beautiful passengers ships 
made one trip to Naples - Benghazi and four trips between Benghazi and Tripoli. 

In the Meantime in the port of Benghazi proceeded the unloading of the motor-ships 
finishing the evening of 8 July. FOSCARINI, PISANI, BARBARO, discharging of the 
materials that we have listed: for their unloading ten days were necessary; many in the 
absolute sense, but not too many however given the limited logistical capacity of the port 
of Benghazi. A logistical capacity substantially modest at the beginning of the war and 
then it was reduced still, and more and more, as the conflict, with its ruins, its 
destructions, the bombing, the occupations 
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occupations and the reoccupations Italian and British, destroyed the port and city 
occurring one after the other. 

The evening of the 18th unloading was completed and on the morning of the 19th, 
little after dawn, the cargo vessels formed in convoy sailed for Italy. The convoy they 
made port the SS.ESPERIA and four motor-ships FOSCARINI, BARBARO, PISANI, 
CALITEA, the direct escort was assumed, on departing Benghazi, by the 4 torpedo boats 
of the PROCIONE squadron (PROCIONE, ORIONE, ORSA, the PEGASO) they had 
remained in the Cyrenaica port and they had assured the escort of the ESPERIA and the 
CALITEA with them coming and going along the Libyan coast. The morning of the same 
day the 19th direct escort was reinforced by the DDs. MAESTRALE, GRECALE, 
SIROCCO, LIBECCIO coming from Tripoli; at the same time the cruisers ABRUZZI 
and GARIBALDI (8th Div.) with their destroyer escort they departed from Taranto in 
order to provide the convoy indirect protection, while 3rd the cruiser Division 
(TRIESTE) was kept ready to move from Messina in order to take part quickly in case a 
some danger threatened the convoy. 

But danger did not manifest, of any sort, and the convoy, was foolish for two reasons 
of speed and of the cargo vessels, arrived calmly in Naples during first hours of July 21. 


4" fast Convoys and slow convoys 


Given the greatest war importance of the resupplying the Army operating in N.A. it 
would have been convenient to use in the traffic with Libya only merchant ships - 
steamship, motor-ships, tankers - fast and fastest, in order to reduce the hours of 
navigation because the speed is the same as a safety factor. 

But this was not ever possible, not in the beginning nor during the course of the 
conflict, because there never had a sufficient number of merchant ships of superior speed 
up to 15 knots available. Such ships were then lacking, and always lacked, especially 
in the field of the oil tankers and the dry cargo ships. A little better it was the situation of 
the steam driven passenger liners, but some of them, of which REX and the CONTE DI 
SAVOIA, 
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they were absolutely unemployable because of excessive size, and the others - the little 
that had not been surprised outside of the Mediterranean at the beginning of the hostilities 
- could be used, but only with infinite cautions. 

In short it was necessary convoying to Libya not only the fast ships, that were most 
suitable to the job, and endured requisitioning from the first days of war, but all the cargo 
vessels that could be had for deployment: also those that had speed inferior to 10 knots, 
an speed of same already much to low. 

With continuing of the war some large able motor-ships for cargo entered in Italian 
and Germanic service with speed from 15 to 18 knots, but the improvement in the traffics 
arising from such motor-ships was only temporary. In effects they, employed intensely, 
disappeared shortly nearly all were sunk or became made unusable in the ports. After all, 
towards the end of '42, the traffic was carried out nearly entirely with merchant ships of 
speed around 10 knots or less. 

However, in the organization of the convoys, the mercantile ships were always 
grouped according to the speed that they could develop. Convoys defined as fast or slow 
convoys were therefore had. Generally the two types of convoys navigated independently 
one from the others; but it happened sometimes that slow convoys and fast convoys were 
sent to sea at the same time, everyone with their own direct escort, but all making use of 
only indirect protection at a distance. 


Cee operation T.V.L. (Slow Fast Transport) 


A group of fast and slow convoys were organized between the 27 July and 10 
August for the transport to N.A. of troops and materials of the Army and the Airforce. 
The organization and navigation of such convoys assumed the generic denomination of 
"operation T.V.L. " and had the following deployments: 


CONVOY | (slow) 
Steamboats MARIA EUGENIA, GLORIA STELLA, COL DI LANA, MAULY, 
BAINSIZZA, BARBARO Mn., CITTA' 
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DI BARI (aggregate). Departure Port of Naples, destination port of Tripoli . Speed 
7.5 knots. 

Direct escort for the entire distance: PROCIONE squadron. During navigation 
between the Tripoli and Sicily the escort is reinforced with MAESTRALE squadron. 


CONVOY 2 (fast) 


Steamships Marco Polo, MS. CITTA' DI PALERMO, CITTA' DI NAPOLI. 
Departure Port of Naples, destination port of Tripoli (with eventual diversion on 
Benghazi during navigation). Speed 16 knots. 

Direct Escort until the port of the Sicily: CIRCE squadron. Escort from Sicily then: 4 
torpedo boats of the 2nd squadr. with squadr. Chief AIRONE. In first part of navigation 
between Sicily and Libya the escort is reinforced with the DD squadr. LANCIERE. 


CONVOY 3 


Steamships CAFFARO and BOSFORO. 

Departure Port of Trapani, arrival port of Tripoli. Coastal routes of Tunisia. Speed 10 
knots 

Direct escort: Torpedo-boat section; VEGA, PERSEO, Torpedo-boats section PAPA, 
CASCINO. 

In the more dangerous Zone of the voyage, and that is to say between Sicily and 
Libya, the several convoys in navigation were protect at a distance from an immense 
alignment of naval forces that had the particularly task to defend the cargo vessels against 
all aggression by surface units from Alexandria 


Watching the sea. 

- the CA. POLA (Com.te Superiore in mare, Adm. Paladini) and the CA. 
TRENTO; 

- Ist CA Division: ZARA, RIVER, GORIZIA and DDs. LANCIERE, 
CARABINIERE, CORA ZZIERE, ALPINO; 

- 7th CL Division: EUGENIO DI SAVOIA, DUCA DEGLI ABRUZZI, 
ATTENDOLO, MONTECUCCOLI and DDs. GRANATIERE, FUCILIERE, 
BERSAGLIERE, ASCARI; 

- 4th CL Division: DA BARBIANO, GIUSSANO and DDs. PIGAFETTA, 
ZENO, MALOCELLO. 
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The force participating in the operation, comprised the destroyers of the direct escort, 
5 cruisers from 10,000; 6 cruisers from 5-8000; 19 naval destroyer; 16 torpedo boats. 

It was also deployed for the occasion new and stronger arrangement of submarines in 
the Mediterranean, in the eastern and western basins, were located an additional 23 
submarines; and intense special aerial reconnaissance by aircrafts of the maritime 
reconnaissance and the Armera (Air Force) 

While operation T.V.L. was in preparation, or as soon as was begun, the Supermarina 
received news that the main body of the naval forces at Alexandria were at sea in the 
Eastern Mediterranean and that a strongly enemy Squadron composed, of the HOOD, 
battleships VALIANT and RESOLUTION and aircraft carriers ARK ROYAL and 
ARGUS, had departed from Gibraltar. In consideration of conspicuous formation of 
enemy all directed allegedly near the Central Mediterranean, it ordered convoys | and 2 
to move at once to the ancient ports of Sicily or to N. A. 

In particular: 

- slow convoy 1, left from Naples on the 27th of July at 05:30 hours, with the escort 
of the PROCIONE squadron, was diverted to Catania which was reached the evening of 
the July 28th; 

- fast convoy 2, left Naples on the 29th of July at 00.30 hours, was sent to Messina 
which it reached at 13:30 of the same day. 

But on 30 July the three convoys, escorted as before, resumed their journey, from the 
Sicilian ports, for Libya while the naval forces destined for protection at a distance also 
went to sea the same day. The only changed of destination was of the fast convoy (Marco 
Polo) that at 02:30 hours on 31 July was directed to Benghazi instead of Tripoli; which 
was reached at 24:00 the same day accompanied by the AIRONE squadron. 

The POLA - TRENTO groups to which the LANCIERE DD squadron had joined 
with the Ist and 7th Division as consequence of the diversion of the convoy to Benghazi, 
changed course and maintained such position as to assure protection from the East, 
reversed course the evening of 
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31st, since by now every danger had been avoided, and returned to base. 

Analogous, to the 24.00 of the 31 July group BARBIANO turn her bow about 
Augusta in consideration of the position of emergency by now caught up with the slow 
convoy. 

The MAESTRALE Squadron instead maintained in protecting cruise halfway 
between convoys 3 and | and Malta. 

Convoys | and 3, with the relative direct escort, reached Tripoli the 1st of August at 
09:45 and 12:00 respectively 

In this way operation T. V L. was successfully completed, although strongest parts of 
the enemy fleet were in sea in the two basins of the Mediterranean in just those days. 

In order protect convoys at sea the Supermarina, as we have seen, having deployed 
used a great deal of naval forces both surface and submarine, was condition correct and 
based on reason. Obviously, however, it would not have been possible to do the same for 
every convoy to Libya because in such a case a few weeks of war would have been 
sufficient in order to exhaust all the fuel oil supplies the Navy possessed and they would 
of had to subordinate cruisers and destroyers to the indefensible freighters. 

Consequently the High Commando of Navy sent to sea the greater majority of 
surface fleet for protection of the convoys only when there was some opposing 
probability that the convoys were threatened by incursions of battleships and cruisers; 
they decided instead that the cargo vessels were only escorted by light units and from 
aircrafts when the danger was presented only from submarines and aircraft. 

It is undoubtedly fortune for Italy that the English had tried only rarest times, 
incursions in the Channel of Sicily, and never with huge forces of surface ships, because 
of this we managed contain the extent of the escort in bearable limits. 

Instead if the case was that enemy raids in the Channel of Sicily had been more 
frequent or, worse, in the case the two British naval forces of Alexandria and Gibraltar 
had been constantly in action in the eastern and western basins of the Mediterranean, 
Italy would have been forced to send out the entire naval force with every convoy that 
left from its ports and 
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it would have without implied doubt led to the rapid exhaustion of Navy. We will find 
again these considerations in a clear memorandum of the Supermarina, dated 25 April 
1941 that conveniently will be reproduced. 


6" - Hour and routes 


In this period of the war was believed convenient for the convoys to leave once 
night felt, therefore delaying possible discovery for the most by the adversary. Such norm 
was not continued ending when the English begin to make use of the radar detection; 
from that day, that is to say the British radars reduced and then they excluded the 
possibility that a convoy escaped the enemy search, abandoning the night as a defense 
element. Given the decided superiority of our adversary in the nocturnal combat, it was 
indeed clear that for Italian navigation the night was a negative factor, not positive. 

Supermarina give up the to rigid practice of sending night convoys and subordinated 
the timetables of departure to other considerations which was mainly determined by the 
following: 

a) was convenient that the convoys traveled by day in the more dangerous zones of 
the journey, since during day light the employment of radar on the part of the English 
was less decisive than at night, because in the diurnal hours - and only in the diurnal 
hours - the marine traffic could make use of aerial escort beyond the naval; 

b) it convene that the convoys reached ports of arrival in the first hours of the 
morning; they would in such a way have crossed the mined fields that covered coastal 
Libyan after having rectified their position with astronomical observations carried out at 
dawn or by finding points conspicuous landmarks, and could then begin the unloading 
operations thereby be to sure to put most precious cargo ashore first before the beginning 
of the habitual night aerial attack. 


ok cK ok 


Of the departure timetables received varying the fixed routes for navigation of the 
convoys. 
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In the first days of war, the convoys followed in principle the route directly between 
the ports of arrival and starting point. 
Only with the end of July, when the Navy knew the exact location of the mine fields 
placed by the France along the coast of Tunisia, the traffic was started for the route, west 
of Malta, than follow the Tunisian coast, along the Kerkenah islands. Such a route 
allowed the convoys to make use is of the protection offered by the mine fields we laid in 
the Channel of Sicily and from aerial support supplied from the airports of Pantelleria and 
Lampedusa. Such airports would have had to assure to the convoys aerial escort nearly 
continuously, by day if not by night, as well in order to serve to defend the cargo vessels 
from the enemy aerial offense as much to detect the submarines eventually located on the 
route, but the airship station of Pantelleria in the first months of war was of uncertain 
operation, the other of Lampedusa was ready only much later, so that, also for the most 
insufficient number of fighter aircraft in the '40, such route, under the shadow of aerial 
protection introduced more illusory advantages then real. It did not then introduce at all 
the means of the defense against submarines; to such purpose it was indeed decidedly 
negative because it was tying the traffic to narrow a strip of water and very enclosed in 
which the enemy underwater units completed usually with an ambush. 
Consequently the western route of Malta was regularly chosen for some time, but 
afterwards preferred the routes to east of the island that confuted greater elasticity of 
choice in the routes and that above all they allowed (until end of '41) holding the cargo 
vessels outside of the range of the torpedo bombers. After the summer of ‘41 British 
torpedo bombers so increased their autonomy that it was not any longer possibility to 
escape their aggressiveness in the central Mediterranean. But hereof will speak amply at 
her tempo, once we analyze the circumstances of 3rd the period. 
Before the English widely employed radar it was thought appropriately to make the 
convoys to complete, in the first hours of the night, they were extending the approach 
widths, is true, the distance, but often were confusing the enemy aerial search. He 
changed wide of route essentially when he had himself 
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notion that the discovery had happened, and therefore sometimes opposing aviation lost 
the traces of our units at sea, Was the technique of the "diversion", that has had wide 
application until the before end of 1941, 

Gradually that increased the capacity and the efficiency of the English radar location 
it also increased the possibilities of discovery from the air as long as was clearly a sure 
day that no maneuver and no diversion would be successful to conceal the convoys to the 
search of radar endowed aircraft. 

At date hence to the spring of 1942, the diversions became thought useless, indeed 
harmful because they lengthened the crossing and they determined variations of routes 
and march that difficultly could be communicated in time to the destined airplane to the 
escort, and therefore the technique of "diversion" came to be nearly abandoned. 

When however I myself find that the English airplane employed radar in order to 
guide the submarines on to the convoys routes, preparing ahead of the cargo vessels their 
own traps, the practical of the "diversion" became strength in force, while however in the 
first phase of the war change of the route executed on alarm or in the critical hours, 
subsequently such changes were carried out at night. In such a way the High Commando 
was in a position to exactly follow the progress of the ships and could between the other 
opportunely regulate the rotation of the aerial escort of the convoys. 

In order to render the enemy action difficult then other provisions were put into 
effect, Sometimes, as an example, while a convoy followed the Eastern route, a fast 
steamships were started on the western route, in order take advantage the temporary calm 
this area; in other cases during day light the great convoys headed approximately equally 
distance between Tripoli and Benghazi, therefore to leave the reconnaissance aircraft in 
doubt their real destination, 

And moreover; in the periods in which the threat of naval offenses from the 
East existed, two convoys for time set off for Benghazi, on different routes and 
almost parallel, in that way the eastern one (little important) covered the other, 
loaded with materials of greater war value 
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Expedient, nothing else other then expedient, in order to elude the most active enemy 
aerial recognition that it flew over continually, day and night, practically undisturbed, the 
expanse of water exactly defined limits in which much of our traffic with the Libya had 
necessarily to flow and in which unavoidably it forced changes of the routes and the 
"diversions". Expedients that perhaps caught up some positive result, misleading in rare 
cases the enemy search, but they did not resolve, they could not resolve, the core 
problem. 

A such problem, as we have written from ours first pages, came partially resolved, 
and in an indirect way, from the intensive bombing of the island of Malta, but never it 
was not faced directly, radically, continuously fighting the enemy reconnaissance’s 
aircraft in air, day and night when they flew in the sky of the narrow expanse of water of 
which we have many times spoken, to search for the convoys at sea. The consequence of 
the nonexistence of fighters of great range was this, than the aeronautical technique of the 
time could not produce, an aircraft carrier. 


ok cK ok 


The crossing of the traffic by the eastern route and the western (Tunisia) happened 
the end of July and the instant benefit for navigation of the convoys, mainly because it 
moved them considerably far from the eastern Mediterranean where the main British 
naval forces where. 

About 8 August had beginning crossing from Italy to Libya of steamships loaded 
with materials of interesting required by the Ministry of Italian Africa and the transfer in 
N.A. of steamships of small tonnage for local use demands from I.N.A. Comando 
Superiore for costal traffic along the coasts of the Cyrenaica. 

Steamships Convoys were in the same period also required to be loaded with troops 
and materials for the R. Army. Generally they followed the Naples - Cape Bon route to 
Tunisia Tripoli - Benghazi. Other steamships ran along the normal coastal route 
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coastal metropolitans until Palermo and continued for Trapani Cape Bon- route coast of 
Tunisia Tripoli - destination ports. 

While traffic was carried out from Italy to Libya, very many steamships were started 
from Libya for Italy in order to relieve congestion in the ports of the Tripolitania and the 
Cyrenaica already crowded from the beginning of the war and in order to retrieve 
mercantile ships to use for new cargos. 


% Re 


In order to be clear what the volume of traffic was with the Libya in the month of 
August 1940 a systematic list of all the convoys which in this month started for N.A.: 


SS. ABSIRTEA - ZENA: Escorted by TB. CICNO. Departure from Palermo 12 
August; arrival at Tripoli 14 August and Bengasi 28 August. 

SS ACHILLE - CAUCASO: Escorted by TB. ANTARES. Departure from Palermo 
13 August; arrival at Tripoli 17 August. 

MS. FOSCARINI: Escorted by TB. CALLIOPE as far as Trapani and then by TB. 
ANDROMEDA. Departure from Naples 18 August; arrival at Tripoli 20 August and 
Benghazi 26 August. 

SS. POZZUOLI - PERSIANO: Escorted by DD. BOREA. Departure from Palenno 
18 August; arrival at Tripoli 21 August. 

MS. ESPERTA: Escorted by the TB. CIRCE - CLIO section until the island of 
Marettimo and then by the 13th DD. sq. (GRANATIERE, ALPINO, BERSAGLIERE, 
FUCILIERE). Departure from Naples 22 August arrival at Tripoli 24 August and at 
Benghazi 25 August. It returns escorted from the same DD squadr. and arrives at Naples 
29 August. 

MS. GRITTI - VETTORI PISANI: Escorted by TB CANTORE until the island of 
Marettimo and then by TB. SAGITTARIO. Departure from Naples 29 August; arrival at 
Tripoli 30 August and at Benghazi 6 September. The salvage ship SALVATORE takes 
the joins the convoy until the island of Marettimo. 

Tk. MARANGONA - SS. S. GIOVANNI BATTISTA: Escorted by TB. SIRIO. 
Departure from Palermo 29 August arrival at Tripoli 31 August. 
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7" . Costal traffic along the Libyan coasts. 


While the intense traffic between Italy and Libya was carried out, a less intense 
traffic carried out along the Libyan coasts in order to move materials that were unloaded 
from the large cargo vessels in the main ports of Tripoli, Benghazi, Tobruk to the 
secondary ports and points of landing. 

For the costal traffic they employed, in 1940-41, steamers of small tonnage, motor- 
sail boats, large tugs to which, beginning in '42, it then added a nucleus of motor barges 
devised and constructed for the planned (and not executed) invasion to Malta and really 
useful in order to travel in waters of insufficient depth or hidden dangers of the enemy. 

Intending ourselves to make, more beyond, the most of the praiseworthy activity of 
the motor barges in the course of 1942, we signal sin of hour that must also to the traffic 
of costal carried out with sailing and small boats during 1940-41 if the units operating in 
North Africa could be resupplied continually and with speed. Naturally the ships used in 
this most particular service paid the price of war: they were on the contrary first to the 
price: the first Italian mercantile ship lost at sea, in the course of the last conflict, was in 
fact the small steamboat MARIA of 440 tons sunk the 28 June 1940 from aerial bombs 
off the coast of Tobruk. 

Other mercantile ships followed the fate of MARIA; attacked by aircrafts, is from 
submarines; between particularly painful they it was the loss of sunk steamship 
LEOPARDI of 3,298 ton. at night between the 13 and 14 August 1940 by hitting a mine 
or also (has not been possible cause exactly) by torpedoing from an enemy submarine, 
while it was in navigation from Benghazi to Derna. 

The LEOPARDL in convoy with steamship CITTA OF MESSINA, was escorted by 
the TB. PAPA (C.te Leut. Aldo Reggiani) that therefore it reports on the episode: 

13 August 1940 

12:00 - I cast off and I exit from the port. 

15:15 In the formation PAPA, CITTA OF MESSINA, LEOPARDI, distance 
thousand meters; I direct on the routes of emergency to the speed of six miles 
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Hours 19:30 - [execute zigzagging at high speed to prow and abreast of the formation, 
to 20:00 before taking the place established for nocturnal escort. 
“ 20:00 - I take the place of nocturnal escort: steamships in line: CITTA DI 
MESSINA - LEOPARDI distance thousand meters approximately - 
Torpedo boat PAPA thousand meters at 80° relative from the bow on the 
left of the CITTA DI MESSINA. 
“02:35 - Moonset 

03:00 - I feel behind of me an silent explosion, comparable to the simultaneous 
explosion of many depth charges. At the same time I see straight on the 
bow the SS. LEOPARDI a blaze an purplish color and a third of the hull 
as high as the tree-line. I precede at flank speed toward a the point to 
thousand meters approximately on abreast of the SS. Portatomi (Slightly 
to stern) and launch depth charges of 50 Kg. 

03:10 - After to have caught up with the CITTA OF MESSINA and then ordered 
her to continue at all speed for Derna, returning close to the point of the 
attack and launched three depth charges in the presumed area of the 
submarine attack”. 

03:16 - Stopped the machine on the place where the SS is soon to sunk". 

03:46 - Icollect first is shipwrecked from one rescue launch (14 white men 
including the Ist Officer) and 4 others of color from debris". 

03:50 - Given the night is very dark for which it was absolutely possible to have the 
propellers damaged by debris, I leave three Carley each with two able 
seamen and I move a mile off the place of the wreck at 20 miles per hour 
until 05:28." 

05:28 - From astern sight of the wake of torpedo fired at me. I reverse course and 
launch the last four depth charges. 
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Hours 05:32 - Recovery 143 other shipwrecked. Therefore I have retrieved 
- 06.48 in total 161 shipwrecked of which 25 pertaining to the crew (2 the color 
of coal) and 136 hurt serious Libyan soldiers of which 2 later died 
“08.13 - I receive the order to return. 


An example the balance of the costal traffic by the events of 28 September 1940 off 
the coast of Ras Aamber was torpedoed the steamship FAMIGLIA of 813 g.s.t.. while it 
was as sea from Benghazi to Tobruk, in convoy with the SS SIRENA. 

At the moment of torpedoing the FAMIGLIA was under escort of TB. COSENZ that 
reacted to the enemy attack by sinking or, at least, damaging the submarine forward(1). 
The C.te of the COSENZ, Ten. di Vase. De Grossi Mazzorin, hereby reports the twofold 
war episode in its relationship of mission 


Day 28 September 1940 


Hours 08.49 - In the point 33° 00' lat. and 21° 38' long. I find myself in line with a row of 
the convoy ahead of the formation, when the SS FAMIGLIA , that it was the third unit of 
the formation, approaches suddenly on the Dr. and little after is hit by a torpedo to the 
extreme bow on the portside. Reversing course immediately and increased speed to 
maximum I direct in proximity of the SS FAMIGLIA that is quickly sinking by the bow. 
Having noticed the traces of the torpedo wake I immediately approach to Dr. going back 
along the wake so as to be in the presumed position of the submarine. At the same time of 
the approached over which, I make to begin the launch of the DC:s. at an interval of 6 
seconds one after other. After the launch the eighth DC the 2nd Officer, sottotenente di 
Vascello signor Diego Dabinovich, D.M. signor Vittorio Fiscal, G.M. signor Franco 
Longo, \'Asp. G.M. signor Franco Carni and good part 


(1) The sinking of the submarine has not find confirmation in the British 
documentation 
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of the crew they see lo distinguished hull of the enemy submarine to emerge 
turned upside down on its side, for few seconds. I make therefore to reverse 
course and I personally see an oil slick in the center of which numerous air 
bubbles. I ordered therefore the launch of three others DC. on said slick . 
Hours 08.53 - While these events are carried out the SS FAMIGLIA sinks by the bow. 
“08.58 - I direct on the place of the sinking where I find the rescue boats of with all 
the crew of the same SS. 

09.12 - Recovery of the shipwrecked and head towards SS SIRENA that in the 
meantime had stopped the engines and is lowering a boat in order to contribute to 
the rescue. 

09.30 - L order therefore the SS SIRENA to resume the route and resume my place 
of escort; I follow the coastal routes. 

18.10 - Lapproach the entrance to the port of Derna and stop in order to disembark 
the crew of the SS FAMIGLIA. 

18.40 - I resume course always escorting SS SIRENA I follow the coastal routes 
for Tobruk". 


66 


ce 
ce 


66 


8" - Convoys of the month of September 1940. 


On 5 September left from Naples for Tripoli and Benghazi the SS. MARCO POLO 
and the MS. BARBARO, cargos, the first, approximately 2,000 men between officers and 
soldiers; the second of 3,000 tons of ammunitions, war provisions, materials, Tanks and 
motor vehicles. 

The convoy was escorted in Tyrrhenian sea by TB. CIRCE and ALDEBARAN and 
thereafter (from Palermo) by the 14th destroyer squadron, composed of DA NOLLI, escort 
leader (C.v. Giovanni Calati), MALOCELLO, TARIGO. 

From the Egadi islands the convoy followed the coastal routes of Tunisia heading for 
Tripoli. The course of navigation of 
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this important convoy, arrived safely at destination, turns out from the following extract 
of the relationship of navigation of the head escort: 


PALERMO-TRIPOLI 


6 September 

Hours 10.00 - I cast off and I exit from the Port (of Palermo). Following the coastal route, 
I sail to a point 5 miles for 245° from the Beacon of Marettimo for 
redeploying the SS MARCO POLO and the MS BARBARO 


“14:25 - Lorder the MALOCELLO and TARIGO to deploy the par amines. 
“14:56 - [join to the two transports. MALOCELLO and TARIGO assume forward 
position in order to execute a protecting mine sweep. DA NOLI assumes 
position of escort near drawn. 
18:00 - I sight a convoy of two cargo steamships escorted by the escort 
PROCIONE 
“19:20 - Transverse of Cape Bon 


Ce 


7 September 
Hours 05:20 - To transverse buoy n. 3 of Kerkenah (in lat. 34° 57' 30” N. and. 11° 45' 
30” long.) I sight three lights at 70° from my bow on the left; I judge 
the distant to be 6 to 7 thousand meters. The lights expire slowly towards 
the stern. I judge to passing of a steamboat with route almost the 


reverse of us. 
“16:00 - I signal the national aerial recognition (to the height of Sabratha). 
“17:35 - [reach on the point D of Tripoli. I order to enter in port. 
TRIPOLI-BENGHAZI 
8 September 
Hours 01:00 - I cast off and I exit from the port, followed from the MARCO POLO 
and the BARBARO. [head for 


10/03/2000 
The Defense of the North African Convoys; Vol.1 


this important convoy, arrived safely at destination, turns out from the following extract 
of the relationship of navigation of the head escort: 


PALERMO-TRIPOLI 














6 September 

Hours 10.00 - I cast off and I exit from the Port (of Palermo). Following the coastal route, 
I sail to a point 5 miles for 245() from the Beacon of Marettimo for 
redeploying the SS MARCO POLO and the MS BARBARO 


“14:25 - Torder the MALOCELLO and TARIGO to deploy the par amines. 
“14:56 - [join to the two transports. MALOCELLO and TARIGO assume forward 
position in order to execute a protecting mine sweep. DA NOLI assumes 
position of escort near drawn. 
18:00 - I sight a convoy of two cargo steamships escorted by the escort 
PROCIONE 
“19:20 - Transverse of Cape Bon 


Ce 


7 September 
Hours 05:20 - To transverse buoy n. 3 of Kerkenah (in lat. 34° 57' 30” N. and. 11° 45' 
30” long.) I sight three lights at 70° from my bow on the left; I judge 
the distant to be 6 to 7 thousand meters. The lights expire slowly towards 
the stern. I judge to passing of a steamboat with route almost the 


reverse of us 
“16:00 - I signal the national aerial recognition (to the height of Sabratha). 
“17:35 - [reach on the point D of Tripoli. I order to enter in port. 
TRIPOLI-BENGHAZI 
8 September 
Hours 01:00 - I cast off and I exit from the port, followed from the MARCO POLO 
and the BARBARO. [head for 
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Benghazi, following the indicated Sea routes from Tripoli, with the 
squadron in position of drawn near supply. 
Hours 02:00 - Crossing the route with the SS PALLADE heading to Tripoli" 
“07:08 - The convoy and the escort proceed zigzagging 


“  -19:18. 
9 September 
Hours 07:18 - I reach point “D” off Benghazi. I order entry into the port, followed by the 
convoy and the DD of Squadron" 


ce 


08:15 - Me mooring at the bottom mole. 


BENGHAZI-PALERMO 

10 September 

Hours 5:45 - I cast off and I exit from the port preceded by MALOCELLO and TARIGO 
and followed by the SS MARCO POLO" 

“ 16:56 - [sight a drifting mine at mg. 8 for 230° from the Beacon of Benghazi 
(approximately 2000 meters to the east of the emergency entrance 
route of the port). I order the TARIGO to close with the mine and destroy 
it. 

"17:15 - The TARIGO sunk the mine with some machinegun fire, then catches up to 
me. I communicate the happened Marina sinking Benghazi, signaling, 
also, that it seemed to have been an Italian mine "P 200" or "I brand”. 


11 September 
Hours 07:51 - Hours Sight national aerial recognition(Recon?) " 

“11:59 - the convoy and the escort proceed zigzagging. 

“ -16:42 

"17.16 - In front of Messina, left the escort of the convoy to the TB CANTORE., I 
proceed at 20 knots for Palermo with the Squadron. 
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OBSERVATIONS AND PROPOSALS 


I Judge it my duty develop the following considerations on the conduct of a fast 
convoy in the Cape Bon - Tripoli section. 

The arrival at dawn (6:00 h) to the near of the island of Kerkenah is not the more 
convenient, particularly when the journeyed is to be a short distance from Cape Bon 
before sunset (hours 19:00), in whose passages are numerous annoying boats from motor 
sail fishing boats and sailing the lower coast. 

There is, in fact, all the pace as the convoy, as soon as round the buoys of Kerkenah, can 
be caught up just in the more critical moment, because at dawn and in an forced passage 
(presence of extended shallows west of the route and the minefield interdicting, to East), 
by light forces from Malta, timely warn of the transit of the steamships, the sunset, by 
Cape Bon. 

If rather, instead, arrived at Cape Bon towards hours 22:00 - beyond the probability 
not to be sighted from the coast Tunisia - would round buoy n.4 of Kerkenah towards 
hours 9:00 of the morning, when we consider, that is to say, about method of certain 
aerial recognition information in the Malta-Kerkenah - Tripoli area. 

More, when he thinks its very favorable, he could complete at day the Cape Bon- 
Kerkenah section and during the night to cover the remaining to Tripoli, in possession of 
the afternoon aerial reconnaissance results" 


While the MARCO POLO, as results of the rapport with the escort boss departed 
from Benghazi for Palermo 10 September the MS. BARBARO remained at Benghazi 
nearly ten days in order to complete the unloading left in fact for Tripoli in the afternoon 
of the 17, but in exiting the Roadstead it caused the explosion of a magnetic mine that 
damaged it rather seriously. 

The motor ship, quickly, came to rest partially on the bottom: it was later recovered 
to sail again the lines of communication between Italy and Libya 


In the same month of September 1940 they came carried out without losses the 
following other convoys on the main route 
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SS BAINSIZZA and SS ACHILLE - escort TB PROCIONE. leaving Tripoli the 4th 
at 8:30, reaching Palermo the 6th and Naples the 9th 

SS GLORIASTELLA, SS MARIA EUCENIA and SS OCADEN - escort TB. 
ORIONE. Departure from Naples 7 September. The convoy is diverted to Palermo by a 
alarm in the area, but not sheltering them the evening of the 9th reaching Tripoli the 12th 
at hours 11:00. 

Tk. TEODOLINDA,Tk IRMA and SS NINFEA - Small ship of smaller usable 
tonnage of 1000 g.s.t. They leave Trapani in the afternoon of the 9th, reaching Tripoli the 
evening of the 12th. 

MS. FOSCARINI - Left Tripoli the 10th, with the escort of armed MS. CITTA DI 
BARI, it reaches Palermo the night between the 11th and the 12th. 

SS. MAULY, SS. COL DI LANA and SS. CAFFARO - Escorted by the TB. 
PEGASO. They leave from Naples the 10th at 18:00 reach Tripoli the 13th at 16:30. 

SS. Sardinia and SS. ZENA - escort TB. SIRIO, SAGITTARIO and CENTAURO, 
from Benghazi the 12th to 16:00 for Tripoli and Palermo; reaches Palermo the 14th at 
15:30. 

SS VINCENZINA and SS ABSIRTEA - escort TB. ORIONE. From Tripoli on the 
12th at 13:00, Palermo on the 11th at 16:00 

SS EDDA and SS TENACE - escort TB. ALDEBARAN from Palermo the 14th, to 
Tripoli at 20:30 hours of the 17. 

Tk. CAUCASO and PERSIANO - From Tripoli the 15th at 9:00 hours, for Palermo; 
without escort until to Marettimo and with the escort of TB. ALDEBARAN until reach 
Palermo the 17th at 18:00. 

SS CAPO D'ORSO and SS CAPO VITA - escort TB. ORSA departing from Naples 
the 15th at 23:00 hours, reaches Tripoli the 18th at 8:30. 

SS SANTA PAOLA and MS. GALATA - the 18th at 10:00 from Palermo; arrives at 
Tripoli at 9:30 of the 21st. Escort from TB. ALTAIR and SAGITTARIO to which the 
TB. CENTAURO reinforcement from Trapani joins. 

SS MARCO POLO and SS ESPERIA departing from Naples the 18th at 18:00 for 
Tripoli with TBs. CANTORE and PRESTINARI and therefore of the DDs. DA NOLI, 
TARIGO, MALOCEIIO. Convoy reaches Tripoli the 20th at 8:00 hours. 
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SSs CASTELNUOVO and BOSFORO - escort TB. CALLIOPE. From Naples 19th 
at 16:00 hours; to Tripoli 22nd at 12:30 hours. 

MS. GRITTI - escort TB. PEGASO. From Tripoli For Naples the 21st to dawn; 
committee the evening of the 22nd. 

MS. FOSCARINI - escort TB. PORCIONE. From Naples the 21st at 6:00, Tripoli 
the 22nd at 14:30. 

SSs SILVANO, DORIS URSINO and ALGERIAN - From Tripoli 22nd 14:30 hours, 
reaches Palermo the 26th at 7:30. Escorted from TB. ORSA the day of the 22nd and 
thereafter from TB. ALDEBARAN. From the 10th at 24:00 the escort is reinforced by 
TB. ALTAIR and SAGITTARIO. 

SS AQUITANIA, MS. RIV - escort TB. CIRCE. departed from Naples the 24th at 
13:00 hours, reached Tripoli in the night between the 26th and the 27th. 

SSs MARCO POLO and ESPERIA - escort DDs DA NOLI, TARIGO, 
MALOCELLO. BOREA, AQUILONE and, from Trapani then, also TB. DEZZA. 
departed from Tripoli 24th 10:00 hours, arrived at Palermo the 25th at 18:30 hours , and 
to Naples the 28th at 16:00 hours. 

SS OGADEN, Tk. MARANGONA, MS. CITTA DI LIVORNO - escort TB. ORSA, 
27th 13:00 hours from Tripoli, 29th 12:30 hours to Palermo. 

The traffic of the month of September 1940, as it is looked at, was intense, even if 
not most intense, but activity included the truly remarkable, long costal navigation of the 
Libyan coasts. The complete picture of such costal navigation is collected in the statistic 
in the appendix, and is exactly from analysis of such balances that is possible to notice 
the convoys of greater size have been generally arrived at Tripoli, and only Tripoli, and 
that the materials transported have to be then moved to Benghazi , Tobruk, Derna and 
Ain el Gazala by means of a multitude of small boats , of motor-sail boats, small tankers, 
boats of every kind, all slowest ones, they employed two and also three days in order to 
carry out the traverse from one to the other Libyan ports. 

In some rare case the larger cargo vessels, after the port of call of Tripoli, sailed 
forwarded for Benghazi in order to complete the unloading, but the system did not 
demonstrate much profitability because Benghazi still was not equipped -- and it was 
then always a lot haphazard -- in order to unload in a short time a large cargo vessel 
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mercantile cargos of 3-4 thousand tons of various materials. Standards in purpose 
long delay of 10 days of the MS BARBARO in the Cyrenaican port. 

The ship employed for the traffic to and from Libya in the month of September 1940, 
excluded the costal traffic, Added altogether to beyond 200,000 tons of gross weight, a 
figure that, during 1940, was only exceeded in December. 

Transported approximately 53,000 tons of Materials and fuel and 4.600 man without 
loss were. 

In October the registry, in the Libyan traffic, the loss of single MS. CUMA, probably 
torpedoed by a submarine off the coast of Gela; in November without loss. 

Transported in these two months were: 

October material tons. 29,306 men 2,823 

November . "60,778 " 3,157 

The complete and long list of all the convoys carried would be undoubtelessly dull 
(1): we limit ourselves therefore only to mark that in October navigation, in both ways, 
between Italy and Libya, 35 steamship-trips grouped in 19 convoys; in November there 
were 17 convoys comprising 36 steamship-trips. 

Between the convoys of the month of November are particularly point out: 

SSs STURLA, IRMA CALZI and NIRVO - departed from Palermo to the 4th of 
November 5:00 hours with the escort of the TB. CASTORE and the Tug POLIFEMO, 
reaches to Tripoli day of the 8th at 11:30. 

SSs OGADEN and ERNESTO - departed from Palermo for Tripoli the 5th of 
November at 7:00; reaches Tripoli at 10:45 of the 9th escorted by the TB. 
MONTANARI. 

SSs BAINSIZZA, CASTELVERDE and TERGESTEA departed from Tripoli the 
13th of November at 05:40; reaches to Palermo at 10:55 of the 15th; escorted by TB. 
SAGITTARIO. 

SSs ESPERIA and MARCO POLO - departed from Naples for Tripoli 20th 
November, enters Palermo for alarm which had do with the presence of British surface 
forces in the Western Mediterranean. They shelter at Palermo until the 22nd escorted by 
the 14th squadron 


(1) The directory of all the convoys between Italy and the Libya in the period 
considered in this the volume (in round-trip) see Appendices I 
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naval destroyer squadron (VIVALDI) and reaches Tripoli day 23. 

They shelter the 29 in Palermo with the escort of the squadron VIVALDI; in the 
Channel of Sicily, nevertheless, the escort is obliged to reduce speed because the adverse 
conditions of the sea. The two steamships continue alone and reach Palermo between 
7:00 and the 7:30 hours of the next day. 

Also in October and November some of the large steamships that dock in Tripoli by 
convoy were then sent to Benghazi in order to ease the amount of men and materials in 
this port from Italy. 

The exact movements of the cargo vessels on long Libyan coastal traffic is listed 
clearly in appendix 1; it is opportune but to call once again the attention of the reader on 
intensity of the such traffic in order to emphasize the hard job which the escort torpedo- 
boats were subjected. 

And it is also necessary to repeat that the stay of the cargo vessels at Benghazi very 
rarely lasted less than a given week with which slowness of the unloading in that port was 
carried out. 

And, since we speak about the excessive duration of the permanence of the cargo 
vessels in the Libyan ports, is also to record that the oil tankers the CAUCASO and 
PERSIANO remained firm to Tripoli, in August - September' 40, for beyond a month for 
the difficulties of disembarkation of precious liquid fuel transported. But a stay therefore 
extended of all loaded oil tankers in a port more exposed to the enemy action was 
inconvenient and without serious doubt. 
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CHAPTER IV 


SECOND PERIOD 
(December 1940 to May 1941) 


#1 The first sinking by torpedo bombers 


Until November 1940, as we have already said, our convoys was threatened 
essentially, but not to say exclusively, from surface ships located at the two extremes of 
the Mediterranean and was defended by the majority of the Italian units took to the every 
sea whenever the enemy threat assumed concrete form. And without a doubt that in this 
period, although the activity of the English in the two basins of the Mediterranean, no 
loss of mercantile ship has been recorded in the Libyan traffics routes to work of the 
opposing surface units. 

The only losses of the first period (from the June to November 1940) were in fact of 
two ships of medium tonnage and two small ships sunk: three from submarines and one 
by bombs of an airplane. 

Until the end of November the British hesitated to utilize Malta as a operating base 
in order to attack our marine traffic with the Libya. 

It evidently affected English the concern that the island could be assaulted and occupied 
from one moment to the next and recorded the fear that massive aerial bombings could 
cause them the most serious losses. Only after some months of war the High British 
Command realize that expected invasion was not carried out excluding one of surprise; 
but also that the aerial blitz effected few aircrafts and projectiles of being insufficiently 
destructive 
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destructive it was but much less deadly than was initially supposed. 

Malta then begin to assume offensive strength, increasing day by day, and became a base for 
several types of aircraft, submarines used particularly to attack the traffic between Italy and the 
Libya, and of light ships. 

For short time, much, as, in January 1941, the X CAT moved to Sicily to undertake a 
systematic bombing of the island and quickly dismantled the defensive apparatus for the 
offensive strength. Halving the Aerial and naval, of surface and submarine, are reduced in pure 
number, they are also irregularly, successful however in still making use of the island as base for 
attacks and caused losses, at key times, but not for much sensitive, traffic directed to Libya. 

In the month of December 1940, before that the aerial offensive of X CAT had begin, the 
first aggressive manifestations of torpedo bombers were against steamships sailing in convoy. 
Until this moment the torpedo bombers had only attacked warships, having delivered their attack 
against the units of the fleet at Taranto, having launch torpedoes against cargo vessels in port 
obtaining some positive result, but it is only in the month of Decembers that begin to execute 
attacks also against steamships at sea. 

The first victims of the torpedo bombers among the merchant ships were the SSs NORGE 
(refrigerator, 6,511 g.s.t.) and PEUCETA (1926 g.s.t.) torpedoed on the 21st of December 1940 
to the east of the island of Kerkennah (coasts Tunisia). 

The two steamships in convoy with the auxiliary ship RIZZO escorted by the TB. VEGA 
(C.te C. c. Giuseppe Fontana), had left Palermo in the night between 20th and 21st of December 
heading to Tunisia; they were attacked by torpedo aircraft coming from Malta in the afternoon of 
21st, while hugging the sand banks of Kerkennah and when lacking in aerial escort. The enemy 
action and the sinking of the two cargo vessels are described in the following report of the escort 
commander. 


Report of the Commanding officer of the Torpedo-boat VEGA 


« At 13:00 hours on the 21st of December, at position of lat. 35° 03' N. long. 11° 41'E., 
have been sighted by enemy aircraft against which 
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it came opened the fire with the machine-gunner. The airplane, came out of the sun, beat for good section 
and dropped its bombs against SS NORGE from a height of one fifty meters and the machine-gunning. The 
bombs fell in sea on the left side without Cause damages Slightly and hurting with splinter to the leg a 
member the crew. The airplane after launching of the bombs, resumed altitude but then without warning it 
dived making to think that it could have been hit; it however flew away, very close to the sea, until 
vanished over the horizon. 

"Thinking that at any moment others would aerial attack would happen, I moved to the center of the 
formation out 500 meters to sunward from it. In such a way I counted on being better able to protect the 
convoy from aerial attacks and being better position to take advantage of the ships weaponry" . 

“Navigation proceeded with rough sea and stiff southwest wind for which I have given order to 
RIZZO from a place on the leeward to the NORGE to be more able hold the sea”. 

“At 16:05 hours at the point lat. 34° 39' N. long. 11° 48' And, sighted two patrols of three airplane 
one, with the sun behind them, descended in dive towards SS PEUCETA that was at the head to the 
formation and SS NORGE that was in tail". 

“T ordered to open the fire with the gun batteries and to increase of speed in order to maneuver the 
torpedo boat. Sighted some moment after, an airplane heading straight on our side, I made ahead-full and 
the steady as she goes. I saw the air to drop the torpedo from an altitude of approximately 50 meters from a 
distance of 400 meters and the torpedo to drop in the water. For the approached, the alpha to the launch 
was of approximately 20°. This very instant came aware that on left the two other airplane they had launch 
against us; of first the torpedo no wake was seen, of the second and the third party wakes, of the people that 
saw them, they would pass from 50 to 150 meters a stern. During the attack one I had noticed that the 
PEUCETA and the NORGE had been hit. The PEUCETA was already holding a horizontal list, the 
NORGE was ascertained. 

"As soon as it was possible, since later on approaching a, 
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the sea had swept in and covered the forecastle, I have all the crews resume the 
shooting“. 

The airplane, after the launch, had remained for a few moments over the convoy and 
subsequently they returned. For approximately 10 minutes before, two airplane and then a 
third flew at a low altitude turning tightly over a point of the sea at approximately six 
thousand meters from VEGA, staying low. I thought that an airplane had been hit and had 
fallen in sea, but had not seen any fall so I cannot give particular weight to this 
hypothesis. The Regal Commissioner of the SS NORGE, Capitano degli Alpini Guariso 
Giovanni, has confirmed on arrival to Tripoli, with the greatest emergency, to have seen 
an airplane to fall in sea to approximately 300 meters of abreast of the NORGE. "After 
the airplanes left I approached the convoy, from which with the maneuvering I was of 
approximately a thousand of meters distance. The PEUCETA already was sunk, the 
NORCE settled still more. ''On a boat of the shipwrecked, after they abandon ship, was 
on board the VEGA’s 2nd Officer. His launch was put to the search the zone of the 
sinking for shipwrecked of the PEUCETA. I maintained the VEGA in the zone of sinking 
bordered by an extended oil slick. On RIZZO directed other boats to the shipwrecked, 
who were transferred and continued the searches... 

"is remained in the area until sunset. At which time seeing that the NORCE, was 
slowly sinking, still with the breast and center part above water, yet having the bow low 
in the water, I approached and cannonaded it at the waterline to help with the sinking. 
The conditions of the sea it made little difficult, of the ten shots few hit at the waterline... 
"When already night at 18:30 hours continuation from RIZZO I have resumed route. "SS 
PEUCETA had been hit by two torpedo, one to bow and one abreast, and sank in three 
minutes; it had lost three men: the Ist and 2nd machinist Officer and the remainder a 
Stoker. The NORCE had been hit by a torpedo at the bow and has lost three men to the 
blow". 
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2° torpedo boat CLIO repels an attack of torpedo bombers shooting one. 


While convoy NORGE endured the victimization that we have seen in the previous 
paragraph, an other convoy was in route for Tripoli, composed of the steamships AQUITANIA, 
BAINSIZZA ASSYRIA, RIALTO, escorted by the torpedo boat CLIO (Ten. di Vasc. Paschal 
Giliberto). Also this convoy, lacked aerial escort, was attacked by British aircraft, but the 
enemy’s offensive action was broken by the energetic reaction of the escorting torpedo boat. We 
reprint the extract report of mission by TB. CLIO: 

"At 11:49 hours of the 20th of Decembers I cast off and I made to exit the port of the 
Trapani" 

“At 14:33 the TB VEGA with its convoy passes me hearing for Tripoli. 

"At 15:40 the TB. COSENZ gives me the escort of the convoy formed by steamships 
AQUITANIA, BAINSIZZA, ASSYRIA; while on route I see SS. RIALTO to which I 
signal of to follow my convoy to be escorted. 

"At 16:16 the cape of Marettimo ahead indicated with the convoy formed from steamships 
AQUITANIA, BAINSIZZA, ASSYRIA and RIALTO steer towards Cape Bon, at the, 
speed of 8 mph. (speed that could not exceed because of the SS. AQUITANIA, later on it 
was demanded of me why I did not make more than 8 mph.). 

"At 9:20 21st of day current month I approach Kerkennah. At 10:13 an aircraft that I think is 
a CANT. Z-501 passes us on straight with course parallel at a distance of approximately 
6000 meters height of 200. At 12:15 I sight 5 aircraft strafing and an aerial torpedo 
bomber that passes to me with course appreciated East at approximately 6000 meters on 
the left. I have not been able to recognize the nationality of the aircraft therefore sent a 
query radio message; being attacked I do not think they are Italian." 

“At 12:44 I intercept from Rome the discovery radio message that modified the previous 
radio message; it announces: two battleships, one aircraft carrier and eight DDs. speed 
18 miles at approximately 100 miles from the mines from my convoy with course on us. I 
reverse course and to voice the following radio message to the steamships: "They have 
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marked the location of the English fleet Al stop on my mark A9 approached at 90° angle increase the 
speed to maximum and head for the coastline stop if necessary, because of attack by enemy ships; 
running aground with double flooded bottoms". I resume my place in formation and decide for 
maximum vigilance. At 13:01 I sight an aircraft that initially flies at a height of approximately 10,000 
meters on the opposite course as us; it maintained the position of approximately 10,000 meters of 
ahead and crisscrosses the cross-sectional ahead and to the left of the convoy. It approaches, 
maneuvers opportunely to take under fire by my guns and the machine-gunner. " 

In order to succeed in such attempt I maneuver to speed of 24 miles. At 13:13 the aircraft takes to a 
height and climes to approximately 1,500 meters, therefore it laterally flies over the convoy on the left 
always outside shooting range. The aircraft looks like a lot to our type CR-42 however do not perceive 
the white cross for which it is placed to open fire and to giving the recognition signal; the aircraft 
while, always to height of approximately 1,500 meters flies over the formation with route parallel to 
ours, on the left, horizontal distance of approximately 2,000 meters. I still have the doubt how to deal 
with our type CR 42 hereupon still hesitate to open the fire, in the mean time I maneuver at speed 
always in order to be ready to react in case of attack. At 13:18 the aircraft throws itself into a dive 
from 1,500 on steamship AQUITANIA (leading the formation) and approximately 1,000 meters 
distant from me. In the same moment I open the fire with the 20/65 machine-guns. 

"I shoot at the aircraft during the dive n. 132 shot from the 20/65 machine gun, the aircraft is hit, 
I think in the same moment it dropped its ordnance, at a height of approximately 200 meters just on 
the perpendicular of steamship AQUITANIA. It falls in sea approximately 50 meters sideways on line 
of the said steamship and between this and the aircraft to hit nearly at the same time with some 
unexploded bombs. 

"I approach the aircraft that has caught fire. 

"At 13:27 I put the whale-boat over the side with the 2nd Officer in order to retrieve possible 
codes and the shipwrecked. The whale-boat did not found the pilot or codes and at 13:38 was brought 
aboard. It retrieved a piece of oilcloth the car door in the English colors and the acronym 5 Q and one 
pneumatic raft 
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of rescue with two light beacons, I resume therefore place in head to the convoy. 

Observations and proposals: The destroyed aircraft was of type BLACKBURN "SHARK 
II“. It, at a height of approximately 2000 meters looks like to the observer aboard ship wholly 
equal to our 42 CR". 


3° Activity of the British submarines 


Of total pace of the aerial activity, was increasing, in this period, the activity of the British 
underwater units, became, with passing time, more and more enterprising and threatening. Few 
they were straining to peak the torpedo boats of escort or the antisubmarine patrols, ready 
organized in the crucial points of the routes between Italy and the Libya. 

But numerous submarines attacks, delivered against merchant ships in the sea lanes of the 
Tyrrhenian Sea, in the Ionian sea and long the Greek coast had ominous outcomes for us 
regularly. Much better contained, at least until the summer 1941, was the aggressiveness against 
the traffic with Libya, because attacks to it, in this field, were generally repelled by the escorting 
ships. It is worth of the following an example extract of report of the naval destroyer TURBINE 
(Cap. di Corv. Aldo Nacca) attacked by a submarine near Cape Bon while he escorted from 
Palermo to Tripoli a convoy composed from the GRITTI the COL DI LANA: 

"At 01:35 hours 9 miles from Cape Bon, the bow lookout-post sight two wakes coming from the 
straight to starboard that pass a trifle wide of our bow. I judge by the look of torpedoes to have 
been launched from an enemy submarine on the surface. Continuing straight a head I approach 
and at maximum speed to the point of origin of the aforesaid wakes. Arriving, opportunely 
maneuver to maintain a concentric arc to it, where to in short intervals launch 2 100 Kg. D.C.s 
regulated to the depth of 50 meters. Crossing until hours 02:00 in the area and since every search 
for the enemy submarine turns out negative, catches up the steamships to continue escort and 
navigation”. 
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4° the attack on the Germanic steamships INGO and DUISBURG 


A complex attack of aircrafts and submarines the convoy composed from the Germanic 
steamships INGO and DUISBURG endured, escorted by the armed motor-ship CARALIS (Cap. 
di Corv. Pezzolo). 

The convoy, left from Naples 25 January 1941 at 21:00 hours, composed initially from 
DUISBURG and the CARALIS, subsequently joined by the INGO, and it therefore headed for 
Tripoli following the customary long route by the sand banks of the Kerkennah. 

While she was near Cape Bon it endured the first attack of submarines at 23:40 of the 26th 
of January and succeeded in avoiding the torpedo with a ready maneuver, but the escorting 
motor-ship could not go hunting the attacking submarine with our abandoning the convoy. The 
formation continued therefore in its long route on coasts of Tunisia and here, at 12:17 on the 27th 
of January sighted a large seaplane evidently (a Sunderland) that followed the convoy keeping a 
distance appreciated of approximately 12,000 meters, so as not to be struck from the antiaircraft 
artilleries of the CARALIS. In lack of aerial escort, the motor-ship had to limit itself to sending a 
radio call and to hold own pieces in check in the hope that favorable circumstance allowed to 
open fire profitability. 

At this point what follows is from the report of the CAMLIS: 

".., At 15:45 the seaplane crosses the director the leading march under the sun on the left of 
the convoy. Little while latter at 15:50 I see various aircraft over the seaplane that is heading back 
towards the convoy. I immediately turn bow on them; at the same time I make a radio call "the 
sighted enemy airplanes” I put the engines to maximum, attention to the machine guns. I 
distinguish seven aircraft all single-engine land biplanes. Five aim down for the ships of the 
convoy and two up in height. Deduce by observation five torpedo bombers and two Fighters, first 
the former has longer higher wing plan. The other two plans andirons of the same length. 

"I open the fire with all the machine-guns opportunely zigzagging. 
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"A torpedo parades from bow towards stern on the portside therefore to provoke to a 
violent jolt to the ship giving me the impression of being hit. 

"At 15:55 INGO is hit amidships. An aircraft that heads for DUISBURG therefore is 
well enclosed by our fire that I think its hit. Indeed it gains height and goes away, while 
the others remain in proximity machine gunning. 

"At 16:10 INGO to disappears sinking at lat. 34° 27'N., long. 11° 48' E. Observe the 
seaplane flying over INGO’s place of sinking at high altitude and hence flew over by 5 
aircraft. Sixth, also probably hit, departed earlier, following what I think is a hit from our 
fire. 

"At 16:15 I signal to DUISBURG that I’m exiting the formation. Than I order her to 
resume the route of march and proceed towards is shipwrecked of INGO. 

"At 16:31 locale the place launch lifeboats and begin the rescue. At 18:50, completed 
the rescue, I issue an order to catch up to the DUISBURG that I find on the horizon at 
184° true. 

The number of the saved persons is as follows: 

R.LN. Personal n. 15; lost. 

Crew of the INGO n. 40 which the serious wounded, lost n. 5 persons who found 
themselves in the engines room at the moment of the torpedoing. 

German troop n. 201; lost three common solders, sunk presumably with the ship". 

The trip of convoy are not however ended . Little before dawn of 28th January, while 
near Zuara, attacked and DUISBURG torpedoed comes in fact from a submarine laying 
in wait in those waters: 

"I approach on the left - the commander of the CAMLIS writes in his report - to 
come up to DUISBURG towards 05:38 hours I perceive a second explosion. I convince 
myself that the submarine persists in the attack and, given my insufficient possibilities of 
offense, do not believe of having to expose my 
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ship, that he has on board 255 survivors of INGO, of which 240 Germans, eventual 
sinking. 

"Aware that DUISBURG does not sink (it looks positioned normally), after having 
launched the prescribed radio signal of S.O.S. and to have Tripoli Harbor understand that 
I cannot remain in attendance of DUISBURG, I proceed for Tripoli using all the 
strategies that I think will allow arrival ". 

The SS. DUISBURG arrived afterwards in but company of TB. ORIONE (C.te Ten. di 
Vasc. Alexander Frigerio) sent to the place of the torpedoing from the Tripoli harbor 
command. The ORIONE reports glowingly on the difficultly of the rescue operation to 
fulfill its capacity: 

".., At 04:10 hours are in proximity of SS that I find abandoned by all the soldiers 
and by the crew, just refuges in the lifeboats of the same ship". 

I collect on board of the ORIONE all the personal and arrange for refreshments with 
coffee and cognac. Therefore part of the German crew is sent back aboard of the ship. In 
the meantime SS. had stopped sinking by the bow remaining with the anchor 
approximately a meter from the water. 

"Eventually joint by a tug and three motor fishing vessels sent from Tripoli harbor 
and begin pumping out the water in holds 1 and 2 that was held well by the bulkheads, 
assuming it comes time to tow the SS. by the stern. I moreover prepare myself to take the 
ship in tow with mine. 

"T make to course at first towards the coast to keep in shoal water in case of sinking 
and, only after to have inasmuch as the ship holds well and that the fresh wind and the 
sea current would have helped the movement towards the port of Tripoli, I make course 
for the mouth of the entrance. Indeed effective speed turns out nearly 5 knots. 

"Entrusts the lifeboats to the motor fishing vessels and in agreement with the Royal 
Commissioner and the German commander of SS I decide that it has come to send the 
crew aboard in order to put the diesels engines in motion and to exhaust eventual 
penetration not in the areas directly hit". 
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5° The Failed submarine attack on the MOTIA convoy 


In the same days in which the CARALIS convoy lived its tragic event, an other convoy was 
in navigation from Trapani to Tripoli, composed by the SSs. OTIA, DELFIN, MARIA 
ADELAIDE, and escorted by the TBs. SIRIO and ALDEBARAN until Kelibia and thereafter by 
TBs. ALDEBARAN (T.V. Pappaianni) and ORIONE (T.V. Frigerio). 

The convoy, departed from Trapani at 16:00 on the 27th of January, navigation without 
inconvenience until 11:00 approximately, at such hour however, while the ships were in 
proximity of usual Kerkennah sand banks, sighted at approximately 19,000 meters distance of 
appreciated a Sunderland reconnaissance aircraft that, after to having described the convoy, Flew 
away towards the east placing herself finally on the water. A this was characteristic maneuver of 
the Sunderlands and was one they carried out when they had to transmit an important location by 
radio communication to Malta or a submarine in the area. 

A Suderland was sighted if not the first it was very soon replaced by a second that kept for 
some time to 8-10,000 meters from the convoy and to the merchant ships it appeared thereafter go 
away in its turn while in the sky, to for the 15 short minutes, an Italian fighter aircraft. From 
16:25 to the 17:10 the convoy then was flown over by an Italian reconnaissance seaplane. 

The enemy aerial activity did not have at that moment some offensive consequence; the next 
day, however, while the convoy was already on the coastal route for Libya it was attacked by a 
submarine that launch without result one brace of torpedoes against the merchant ships. On the 
events therefore the commander of the ALDEBAMN reports: "At 17:20 of the day 30th January 
the convoy was found in the position 32°52,7” E. 5.6 miles from the coast and had following 
formation: SS MARIA ADELAIDE, at approximately 400 meters the SS DELFIN; at 700 meters 
by the SS MOTIA. Course 98° True calm sea serene sky. Speed 6-7 miles. Zigzagging TB. 
ALDEBARAN on 900-1500 the left of the formation at a distance meters from us. The TB on the 
straight one of the formation. Escort of Two national fighters in the sky over convoy. A flying 
boat they give recognition 
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national recognition on bow of the convoy for the vigilance antisubmarine. 

"At such hour at approximately 1000 meters on my starboard one I notice launch bubbles 
and two torpedo wakes, from the starboard of the convoy (that is to say depart the earth) passing 
little to aft of SS DELFIN heading towards the ALDEBARAN. 

"At the sight raise the beacon (YK submersible to starboard); I order to the engines to 
maximum and head to pass the bow of the SS DELFIN and approach the sight of the launch 
bubbles. 

"SS.DELFIN makes two hisses and approaches to left. 

"SS MOTIA repeats two hisses but continues the course. 

"At 17:22 flying boat from acknowledgement on the point, circles over some seconds (to be free 
from the steamships) and launches two bombs. 

"TB. ORIONE moves also to approaches the point. 

"While I order movement to the point where the airplane had launch the Depth Charges 
signal to the MOTIA (continues on course of 98°) to approach on the left in order to avoid the 
Depth Charges in order to avoid danger of collision with the proceeding torpedo boat at the speed 
of 26 knots. 

"At 17:23 at approximately 100" meters from zone the of the beginning the launch” of the 
Depth Charges set for 50 meters. 

"The ORIONE approaches decidedly on the left and it begins the launch of the Depth 
Charge: 

"In the explosion point where I have launch the second Depth Charge of 100 Kg. 

"(corresponding to the point of the sighting of the bubble and the launch carried out from the 
airplane) famous a blackish water column two or three meters high and, after approximately three 
seconds the explosion, observing a remarkable air bubbling from high pressure of approximately 
60 second. I approach and launch others 6 Depth Charge in its immediate proximity. In this 
passage it is noticed on the sea abundant fuel oil bubbles”. 

The convoy arrives with pleasure at the port of Tripoli. From these two episodes that we have 
reprinted it appears clearly that the enemy offensive action, for a while is intensified, by the other 
reprint, is explained from several units attacking with actions always better coordinated between 
aircrafts to wide beam, aircrafts bombers 
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bombers and torpedo boats, generally accompanied by Fighters, submarines located audaciously 
in ambush on the Libyan coast to the inside of mined field, in waters obliged for the convoys, as 
they move down(1) to Zuara, before heading for Tripoli. 

The various means of British offensives operations in the narrows and intelligent 
collaboration between them and, if the reach turned out very modest, before everything that must 
ready and effective reaction of the escorting naval units that takes part always energetically not as 
soon as the enemy offensive is detected; and it probably must also - identify the objective - the 
uncertainty and imprecision of the attacking units (submarines and the airplanes) in consequence 
of an incomplete, surely hurried training. But such deficiencies, it must also add, were 
unfortunately for we quickly eliminated so that after the initial months of the war, the losses 
inflicted to ours traffic by attacking British airplane and submarines the escorts of the Italian 
convoys were more and more sensitive although became in the meantime of more and more 
robust and consistency efficient. 


6° the transports of troop in the months of December and January 


As already had happened in the previous months also in December and January the transport 
of troops was carried out with passenger liners gathered in fast convoys. Particularly logical it 
turn out the organization of such convoys in this period because were calls always not to use the 
same steamships - ESPERIA - CONTE ROSSO - MARCO POLO - accompanied nearly always 
by the 14th Destroyer squadron, one squadron, under the command of the Cap. di Vasc. Galati, 
between the most active and most lucky people in the escort of the convoys. 

In the distance of the journey the fast convoy followed, according the orders of the 
Supermarina, the route along the sand banks of Kerkennah; in navigation of return, routes 
generally more to east. When then the contingent situation made to believe that the convoy could 
be attacks not only from submarines and aircrafts, but also from surface units based at Malta, with 


(1) "Landing" means to go to with in sight of the coast until recognizing some characteristic 
point, that allows to specify the position. 
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fast convoy loaded with troops was always also escorted by one Division of cruisers. 

This happened, as an example, to the convoy in transit of the Channel of Sicily in the 
days of 14-15 December. In such occasion the escort of the three steamships ESPERIA - 
CONTE ROSSO - MARCO POLO was assured by, the VIVALDI Squadron, the cruisers 
BANDE NERE and DI GIUSSANO accompanying them, for direct antisubmarine escort, 
the destroyers ASCARI and CARABINIERE. 

This navigation as is numerous others, both going and in return, carried out for the 
transport of troop in the months of December and January, all carried out without 
incident or losses. And also without incidents and losses were, the many navigations of 
the slow convoys between (mark only the more important ones): 

MS. GRITTI - With COL DILANA - The escort DD TURBINE. Left from Palermo 
the 3rd of December, arrives at Tripoli the 5th at hours 10:00. 

SS.s CAUCASO - CAPO ORSO - escort TB. ORIONE. Departed from Tripoli 14th 
December reaches Palermo the 16th at hours 23:30. 

SS.s GIOVINEZZA - CAPO MELE - ARSIA - Escorted from TB. CASCINO. 

Departed from Naples 26th December; reaches Tripoli the 30th. 

SS.s MONTELLO - MADDALENA C. - MS. GRITTI Escorted by the CARALIS. 

Departed from Naples 6th January, reaches to Tripoli at 9:30 hours the 9th of 
January. 

Departed from Tripoli 12th January; arrives at Palermo at 08:30 hours of the 15th 
January. 

In the months of December 1940-January 1941 between Italy and Libya was carried 
out altogether 112 steamships - travel. 

The losses were those that we have already marked, to which we are from adding to 
sunk the Tanker MARANGONA 8 Decembers by hitting a mine, while empty, it was in 
navigation from Tripoli to Palermo. The others two cargo vessels of the convoy (SS.s 
MAULY and TEMBIEN) reached destination undamaged. 
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For pure curiosity we found this, draw from the report of the military commander of 
the MARCO POLO, CAP freg. Michele Tanzini, the fact during that navigation of the 
days 13-14-15 December 1940 came to be found clandestine aboard the MARCO POLO: 
a boy of 15 years, by the name Di Giacomo, Antonio, native of Torre del Greco, that 
declared to be aboard because he wanted to enlist in the ranks of the operating Army "in 
order to have the honor to defend the Country". Unfortunately generous desire of the boy 
could not be satisfied and Di Giacomo it came brought back in Italy from the same 
MARCO POLO. 


7° aerial Protection of the convoys 


And obvious that the defense of the convoys in the Central Mediterranean had to be 
entrusted, beyond that of the direct and indirect naval escorts, also from aerial protection. 

Like the naval escorts, therefore also for the aerial escorts, the followed criteria were 
not always same for the duration of all the war, but they endured successive adaptive 
transformations in short to evolve to the war situation and to the improvement of the 
training of the flight staff to operate at sea. 

In the phase of the war that we are currently considering, and that, largely, finishes 
with January 1941, Italian aviation took part in the defense of the convoys: 

a) with the aerial recognition to wide beam, mainly in the eastern Mediterranean, in 
order to inform the Supermarina and, through the Supermarina, the convoys at sea of the 
presence or lack of enemy naval forces at sea; such service was carried out from 
seaplanes of Naval aviation; 

b) with the systematic reconnaissance of the island of Malta in order to check if 
British surface ships were being based in the harbor of the island; 

c) with the bombardment of Malta’s airports of in order to paralyze on the ground the 
aerial offense that could leave from such airports; 
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d) with antisubmarine escort, and sometimes direct antiaircraft of the convoys, limitedly however to 
the arrival and departure zones. 

Not to revisit with in the limits of the present work the critical analysis of the persistence Manner the 
Navy and Air Force in order to assure the protection of the convoys at sea in the central Mediterranean and 
hence ourselves abstain commenting on the operating criteria schematically suitably; it is nevertheless to 
place in the scarcely support that, while the reconnaissance services communicated enough well, in the 
limits, of its means, of means available, to their purposes, the aerial escort, only assured in the zones of 
departure and arrival, was absolutely insufficient. And insufficient also they where to appear to the 
Germans when, at the end of January, the transfer to Libya the first two beginning Divisions of the Africa 
Korps, in such occasion came immediately demanded that the German troop transports of had aerial escort, 
for defense against submarines and aircrafts, during the entire navigation. 

We will return to the argument in the next chapter dedicated entirely to the transport of the German 
Army to Libya, is opportune however to specify that the enduring the problem of the aerial escort of the 
convoys was always the order of the day of the defense of the traffic and that, although every Italian and 
German of goodwill, of the high and highest commands and the flight staff, this problem was never 
completely resolved. And because it was never possible to assure to the convoys an aerial escort in the 
nocturnal hours, that is to say when opposing aviation delivered its gets worse attacks against the traffic, 
but also because it was never successfully realized a perfunctory aerial escort correspondent to the effective 
and changing requirements of war. 

This problem, in its various aspects, formed argument to heated arguments between several the Chiefs 
of general staff and between them and the German Command in Italy in those meetings for the defense of 
the Libyan traffic as were capacities to set forth from the start of 1942. We'll talk opportunely. 
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CHAPTER V 
THE TRANSFER Of GERMAN AFRICA KORPS TO LIBYA 
1° X CAT enters action 


Between the end of 1940 and beginning of 1941 Hitler decided to take part directly 
with, soon to be famous, German forces in the battle that was fought in North Africa, sole 
front of war in which the forces of the Axis faced a British army. 

The shipment to Libya was arranged of a light Division and a Armored division, 
commanded by General Rommel, and at the same time the German X aerial wing (X 
CAT) was moved to Sicily in order protect the maritime convoys that would have to 
transport to Africa the troops of General Rommel, in order to neutralize by means of 
massive aerial bombardment the war potential of Malta. 

The X CAT, force of 4-500 aircraft of various types, under the orders of General 
Geisler, entering into action at the end of January 1941 with all the weight of its great 
war potential; its activity, in tightened collaboration with the Italian Air Force, expressed 
particularly in the aerial bombardment which, in first months of 41, the island of Malta 
was subjected. The result were obvious and thankfully reduced aerial attack to the 
convoys, from aircraft based at Malta, diminished immediately in number and violence 
and, for some months, they did not inflict damage to the traffic lane directed to Libya. 

In these first months of 41 the Italian lines of marine communication between Italy 
and Libya in short were only attacked by underwater units that moreover were becoming 
day by day more and more enterprising and threatening. 
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Also this danger, as we will see better later, was faced with the means available, but such 
is typical - it needs to agreed upon- that in the time we are considering were frankly 
insufficient to needs. Mainly because only few of the ships used for the escort of convoys 
were equipped with electro-acoustic equipment for ultrasounds (sonar) for the discovery 
of underwater submarines. With passing of the time the number of ships equipped of 
sonar increased considerably since many of the torpedo-boats were gradually equipped 
with apparatuses supplied from the Germany who also made available the necessary staff 
for the training of Italian specialists, but in February-March the coherent search for 
submersed submarines could be only carried out by ORSA type escorts, equipped with 
sonar itself from the building. 

The British underwater units caused therefore the loss of some steamships - few - also 
during the stasis of aerial attacks. Their action was facilitated by the fact that, English 
occupied Benghazi on 9 February 1941, the sheet of water, already much narrower in 
which we were unavoidably obliged to route our convoys, was reduced to a triangle very 
defined that it had its apex on Tripoli and the extended base from Cape Bon to the 
Channel of Otranto. The departure ports could, truly, appear to vary, but the one single 
arrival port was: Tripoli, and was therefore always in the head of the funnel Tripoli that 
they met all the Libyan convoys, although continuing various routes from east and west. 


KKK 


With the arrival in Sicily of the X CAT and with the beginning of the transfer to Libya of 
the German Korps, the aerial protection to the convoys, as we have said, came intensified 
and perfected with the co-ordinate employment of Italian and German aircrafts. All the 
dispositions inherent to such coordination came reassumed schematically in the following 
number of orders of Superaereo: 

"1B/2710 Superaereo - Continuation given sheet 1-B/2540 six February object indirect 
and/or direct protection Germanic convoys - specifies following points: 1) Fighter 
patrols 
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will be carried out with Italian aircrafts within a line one hundred miles from the bases 
Trapani, Pantelleria and Tripoli; beyond such distance Germanic Fighter aircrafts will 
assure cruise in the zone north Tripoli and if available will carry out same cruises also in 
other zones. 2) Off the coast explorations will be carried out from aircrafts maritime 
reconnaissance and eventually the Air Arm with the help of Germanic aircrafts. 3) X 
CAT and Air Group Sicily and Messina Naval will exchange all communications of 
sighting carried out from respective relative aircrafts and orders emanated for bombing 
participation. 4) On alert Fighter participation will be regulated like patrols and just 
within one hundred miles with Italian aircrafts and advanced distances with various 
German aircrafts. 5) Germanic Aircrafts of every type and Italian excluded those 
Fighters, in coming up to convoys will emit prescribed beacons acknowledgment for the 
day. 6) Antisubmarine escort beyond that anticipated proximity will be assured during 
diurnal hours for entire distance Naples - Tripoli from German aircrafts type He 111, 
while in return same Antisubmarine escort will be assured from the maritime 
reconnaissance. 7) Object to avoid errors of recognition assured that submarines sighted 
east of a area approximately twenty miles wide of the route of the specified convoys will 
be maintained clears of Italians submarines. 8) Germanic and Italian Aircrafts will signal 
submarines sighted within such area by means of concentric turns in place and emission 
two red smoke and/or two red fires flares. 

Generale PRICOLO 


2"* Organization of the convoys for the transport of Africa Korps 
For its account Supermarine - while the transfer in Libya of the German Korps was 


arranged - structured the organization of the marine transports and the following Memo: 
"1) The German armored division is constituted give: 


Men n. 9,300 
Motor vehicles inferiors to 5 T. “ 1,765 
Motor vehicles advanced to 5 T. “250 


Material tons. 2,400 
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2) Will effect the transport from Naples to Tripoli by means of German steamships everyone 
of which transports troops, motor vehicles and materials: 

a) 1st group (troops and motor vehicles): departure 7 February 

MS. ANKARA (14 Kts.) 

SS. ARCTURUS (12 Kts.) 

SS. ALICANTE (12 Kts.) 

MS. KIBFELS (16 Kts.) 

b) 2nd group (troops, motor vehicles and 2.400 Tons of materials): departure 11 February 

SS. CASTELLON (12 Kts.) 

SS. ADANA (11 Kts.) 

SS. AEGINA (10 Kts.) 

MS. RUHR (12 Kts.) 

c) 3rd group (troops and motor vehicles): departure 17 February 

SS. HERAKLEA (10 Kts.) 

SS. ARTA (12 Kts.) 

SS. MENES (12 Kts.) 

SS. MARITZA (12 Kts.) 

3) Between 2nd and 3rd group will interpose one Italian group of 3 steamships for motor 
vehicles. 

4) Subsequently to the 3rd German group 9 others groups of 4 steamships will follow 
transporting Troops, motor vehicles and small shares of materials, interval between of them of 3 
or 4 days and with cycle medium travel of 12 days. 

5) Beyond to the indicated steamships will be used the 4 German steamships now employed 
by R. Italian Navy. [MARBURG (16 Kts.); WACHTFELS (13 Kts); LEVERKUSEN (13 Kts); 
REICHENFELS (16 Kts)]. 

6) The transport is anticipated to be completed towards the goal of March to take advantage of the 
meteorological conditions and the conditions of the enemy”. 

The first German convoy departs from Naples at 9:00 of the morning of the day 8 February 
1941, constituted of the steamships ARCTURUS, ALICANTE and ANKARA. Palermo was 
moved in time first to 
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Palermo at departed again to the same midnight of 9 February headed to Tripoli 
escorted from torpedo-boats ORSA, TURBINE, CENTAURO and MISSORI. 

The trip was carried out without inconvenience. 

On 13 February 1941 the convoy departed from Tripoli headed to Naples with the 
escort of the TB. PEGASO Chief escort (Cap. Corv. Giungi), ORSA, LA FARINA and 
was attacked by torpedo bombers in the night between the 13 and the 14, while it was 
little to north of the Kerkennah island. The military commander of the ANKARA 
therefore reports, on reason of the endured attack, in its report of navigation: 

"The Mn. ANKARA occupying the third position and last place of the convoy 
becomes illuminated from rockets on the left, gives the immediate aerial alarm; our two 
machine-guns are ready and manned. The enemy airplane continued to launch luminous 
rockets, ours comprised A/A artillery opens fire. 

"Towards 3:40 hours sight an airplane on the bow at perspicacious low altitude and 
realize at once to look out for a torpedo wake. With timely maneuver (turn to starboard) 
avoids a torpedo launched from the aforesaid airplane that passes to few meters on the 
left. After that the airplane gains altitude shaving the bridge (Alt. m. 12) to a distance of 
approximately 100 meters. At the same time ours two machine-gunners intercepts it with 
fire and center machine guns on airplane. Towards 3:50 hours feel to a our starboard 
explosion strongly enough to been produced from a bomb launch in proximity. After few 
minutes we see on the horizon, at the surface of the sea a white beacon; and finally we 
notice in the same direction an white signal rocket and a launch white-green from a nose 
down airplane. We could establish that the hit airplane has had make a sea landing and 
was using aid beacons attract the others two airplane to its position". At noon of the 15th 
the entire convoy was at the mooring in Naples. 


3" fast Convoy escorted by the CL BANDENERE 


Departed for Tripoli an fast convoy formed from the SS.s CONTE ROSSO, ESPERIA, 
MARCO POLO and 


10/03/2000 
The Defense of the North African Convoys; Vol.1 


74 

from MS. CALITEA loaded with troops of the Division "Ariete". 

Navigation of such convoy, begun with departure from Naples the 5th of February at 
18:30 hours, offers to particular single interest because the adverse conditions of sea 
much obligated the destroyer escort to return in port. The mercantile ships, under the 
command of Contrammiraglio Luigi Aiello, convoy Commander, continued without 
escort until Marettimo, hence were accompanied by the cruiser BANDE NERE (Amm. di 
Div. Marenco di Moriondo) exited from Palermo for this sweep. 

The group of the 4 cargo vessels were within happily to Tripoli the evening of 7 
February. 

The BANDE NERE returned to Italy escorting the MS. CALINO. Excerpts from the 
reports of the BANDE NERE refers to the day 8 February, interesting for the numerous 
encounter that it signals with Italian ships: 

"Day 8 February. 
(Omission). 

Hours 11:36 - Transverse the Beacon of Kuriat. 

12:28 - A national convoy is sighted of bow of three SS.s escorted by the Ship Sc. 
DEFENU. 

13:24 - SS of the bow on the left (Tunisian coast route for Cape Bon is sighted). 

16:14 - SS national off the bow on the left (route for Cape Bon is sighted ). 

16:23 - SS national off the bow to starboard is sighted (route for Cape Bon). 

17:10 - Are sighted off the bbw ARROW, SAETTA, TARIGO, MALOCELLO with 
route for Cape Bon. 

23:45 - Transverse the Beacon of Marettimo; route of maximum shoals". 

Luminosity emerges from the report of the Amm. Marenco as Italian navigation along 
the Tunisian coast was intense in that period, under the island and sand banks of 
Kerkennah. The mercantile ships reach Tripoli the evening of the 7 stopping in port the 
time necessary in order to unload to the contingent fort of troop and the materials that 
they had aboard, therefore left again in the late afternoon of 9 February escorted from the 
DDs. FRECCIA head supply (C. v. Baldo), SAETTA, TARIGO, 
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MALOCELLO and from TB. ALDEBARAN, with CALITEA bound for Palermo, the others 
to Naples. 
Before leaving Tripoli the merchant ships had boarded more than two thousand civilians to 
send home to Italy. 


The troopships and the German transport steamships did not constitute, obviously, the only 
mercantile traffic carried out in this period between Italy and the Libya. Between January and 
February the development of a strong English offensive that cost to Italy the loss of Tobruk and 
Benghazi (this last falling on 9 February 1941); endured after the preparations for the Italian- 
German counter-offensive were begun on 6 April to reoccupying of Benghazi and consequently 
the necessity to supply refueling, provisions, men, ammunitions and fuels to the operating troops 
became more and more pressing. 

The first months of 1941, as we have already said previously, are in fact, of all the war, the 
months in which the traffic with the Libya it reached one of its higher points. 

Between the more important convoys in this period, in addition those which we have already 
spoken, we recorded following: 

German SS.s WACHFELS, MARBURG, REINCHENFELS: Escort TB.s PROCIONE, 
ORSA and MS. CARALIS from Tripoli 4 February to Naples which they reach day of the 6th. 

SS.s TENIBIEN, MAULY, LEVERKUSEN: Escorted by the MS. RAMB III from Naples the 
6th for Tripoli which they reach day of the 8th. 

SS.s BAINSIZZA, SABAUDIA: Escorted from MS. DEFFENU (cap. Freg. C. Angelo 
Coliolo) leaves from Tripoli 11 February. The first afternoon endures an attack by a submarines 
on which the Chief of Escorts hereby reports: 

"At 14:15 hours at lat. 33" 32' 30" long. 12° 56' while I find myself to approximately 1000 meters 
on the left flank of the convoy, it appear a submarine at approximately 7000 meters for 45° 
approximately from my bow and instantaneously begins the fire against the convoy. Its shooting 
and short. Send the r.t. signal "attack from submarine”. I answer at once to the fire with one salvo 
of 120/45 two pieces and I head at the maximum speed on the submarine in order to very shortly 
close the distance and hit very effortlessly. Create fire with the piece of 
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bow shortening the shooting; the blow falls close to the target slightly on the left. I still 
correct the shooting and I send a third centered shot nearest the submarine (sure not more 
than 50 meters) which immediately, with a rapidity that has been strange to me, the fire 
stops and it is down by the bow at west when, having shot seven rounds (or 
approximately) always lengthening the shooting, it was centering the convoy. Also 
steamship BAINSIZZA has fired." 

Thinking that the submarine had ease, before the attack, of verifying the route and 
low speed of the convoy, and in all probability it would have followed to us to attack in 
the nocturnal hours, I decide to return to Tripoli with the steamship. 

"Towards the 17:00 appears a national airplane that flies over the convoy. 

"At 17:10 I hear machinegun fire the airplane circles on the left of the convoy 
towards stern: I see the airplane launch a bomb, I reverse course immediately in order to 
proceed to the place. While I make the approach sight two torpedo that passes to 
approximately 30 meters on my starboard. I correct course on the indication of the 
torpedo wake for arun on the submarine and at the same time I see the airplane launch a 
second bomb. I direct on the point of fall of the bomb and shoot a round with the bow 
piece on the same point. 


"Of the bow little on the left I see emerge a large air bubble. 

"I direct on the bubble and in proximity launch a Depth Charge regulated to 50 
meters - continue with the second one, and subsequently third - when I was exactly on the 
air bubble. I still sight a second air bubble but very small, one fifty meters ahead and to 
starboard. Which I move over and launch still the others three depth charge that remain to 
me, all regulated to 50 meters of depth. 

"In proximity of the explosions, and after the movement of water due to the 
explosion, following, not more than 20 meters distance from the other large air bubble”. 

Have the convoy within Tripoli the evening of the 12th; departs the day after 
reaching Naples 15th February. 
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SS.s MADDALENA O., BOSFORO, MOTIA, VELINO : escorted by MS. RAMB 
Il they leave from Tripoli 11 February and reach Naples day of the 13th. 

SS.s FLORIDA, AUDACE, PEGLI: escorted by the Torpedo boats ALCIONE and 
CALLIOPE from Palermo the 11th, to Tripoli the 14th. 

As one beholds at the day of the 11th February three convoys, for total of nine merchant 
ships, left the Italian ports or Libyan for a run to the other side and all they arrived 
undamaged at the destination in spite of the presence of more and more active enemy 
submarines. And also unharmed the convoys reaching the arrival ports: 

SS.s Germanic KIBFELS, ADANA, AEGINA, RUHR: escorted from CAMICIA 
NERA and PROCIONE. depart from Naples the 12th of February, reaches Tripoli the 
14th. 

SS.s Germanic ARCTURUS, ALICANTE, ANKARA: escorted by the TB. ORSA 
and the PEGASO. departed from Tripoli the 12th, reached Naples the 15th. 

Not equally fortunate was the navigation of the third convoy departed the day of the 
12th February. This convoy, composed by the German SS.s MAULY and 
LEVERKUSEN and from the Italian TEMBIEN was escorted by the TB. CENTAURO. 
Left from Tripoli at 04:30 of the day of the 12th it was attacked by a submarine that 
succeeded in hitting with a torpedo the MAULY. The SS continued moreover to float and 
it could be taken in tow, first from the MS. ORLANDO, thereafter from the tugs 
POLIFEMO and PRONTA, quickly I notice. The torpedoed SS returned to Tripoli, under 
tow, 19 February with the escort of TB. PILO. The others two cargo vessels smoothly 
arrived at Naples the 14th at hours 10,00. 

And steamships GRITTI, CAFFARO, VENIERO , BEATRICE, ISTRIA, RIALTO, 
CASTELLON departed from various Italian ports the 15th of February and directed all 
to Tripoli; happily reached Naples the German ADANA, AEGINA, RUHR, KIBFELS 
left from Tripoli the 16 with the escort of three torpedo boats; and still HERAKLEA, 
ARTA, MENES, MARITZA departed the 17th from Naples and arrives the Tripoli 
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day 20; and GRITTI, VENIERO, RIALTO left from Tripoli the 21 and arrived to 
Naples the 23rd. 

In consequence of the energetic pressure exercised by the X CAT on the island of 
Malta the traffic, although its intensified, it was practically immune to aerial attacks; but, 
as we have said previously, it could not be escape, in the long run, to the offensive action 
of the enemies underwater units laying in wait for in the focal zones of such traffic and, 
principally, in waters between the Kerkennah and the port of Tripoli. 

Italy did not possess in that phase of the war and at this port on the Libyan coast, 
here must necessarily by the head its lines of communication and where fatally that just 
in those waters the enemy submarines first met their victims sooner or later. 

Therefore they were torpedoed 22 February the ss.S SABBIA and SILVIA 
TRIPCOVICH while they in route for Tripoli coming from Trapani with escort of the 
TB. MONTANARI. The SILVIA TRIPCOVICH disappeared bodies and assets; the 
SABBIA instead, after the torpedoing, continuous to float and could continue with its 
means make 6 knots of speed reaching Tripoli at 13:00 of the 24th. 

Other victim of the British submarines was German SS. MENES that, for how much 
wound, could reach the arrival port. 

The convoy composed from Germanic steamships HERAKLEA, MENES and 
MARITZA escorted by the DD. FRECCIA Chief Escort (C. v. Baldo), TURBINES, 
SAETTA and left from Tripoli heading to Naples on 21 February to 8:00 hours when, at 
14:30 of same day 21, it came under underwater attack. 

The enemy action and the reaction of unit of the supply therefore are described, in 
the report of navigation of the Ct. TURBINES (Cap. di Corv. Marano): 

(Omission). 

"On the route for sand banks of Kerkennah, to hours 14:30 of day 21 I notice one 
wake of torpedo on my starboard to 50° approximately off the bow continuation for 
another. I approach to starboard, I signal the approached one with I hiss and I avoid the 
wake that passes me distance of short of the bow. Subsequently, increasing of speed, I 
direct on the point where the submarine had launched. SS. MENES had been mean while 
hit from a torpedo to the center. Launch one series 
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of depth charges meters regulated to 25-50-100 of depth. At 14:35 approximately, while 
continuous to throwing depth charges, I signal to the FRECCIA: "perhaps I have sunk the 
submarine”. 

The signal was been made as a result of large oil slick come to the surface. After to 
being overhauled 

on the area and jetties other depth charges, are noticed without warning of the great 
bubbles and other spots of fuel oil and for a moment emerge the hull of the submarine. 
The hunting has had favorable results, the hours is 14:38 approximately. 

While the FRECCIA arrives and throws other depth charges and continues then in to 
catch up the SAETTA as to meet close to the hit steamship. At hours 14:50 
approximately I head for the others two steamships that have continued navigation”. 

SS. MENES, is not sunk, came to be taken in tow from DD. SAETTA (cap. Corv. 
Carlo di Lowenberg) and brought back to Tripoli with skillful operation in spite of poor 
meteorological conditions and the presence in the area of other underwater units. From 
the report of C.te di Lowemberg: 

(Omission). 

14:30 Hours - SS MENES is firm. SS. HERAKLEA and MARITZA has approached 
on the outside on the left, the other to starboard and, together, go away from the 
dangerous zone. I head towards the MENES that is lowering to the sea rescue boats and 
at the same time I signal for r.d.s. to the FRECCIA the route, what was of origin of the 
torpedo, established to the compass. 

14:38 - I see astern of the FRECCIA to appear for few moments on the surface a 
turned over round hull, than endured to disappears in a bubbling foam. The TURBINE 
shoot one salvo at 120. I hear the deep explosion of other depth charges. 

14:39 - They are very close to the MENES - the FRECCIA signals for r.d.s.: "the 
submarine has been sunk" (1). 
14:50 - Comes aboard the first launch of rescue with 4 hurt... 


(1) Sinking is not confirmed from the British documentation 


10/03/2000 
The Defense of the North African Convoys; Vol.1 


80 

"14:55 Hours - Is in sea other boats of rescue. One launch empty of crew with sailors 
aboard and dispatched to tow the others dinghy. Total of is shipwrecked 69 less serious 
persons of which the serious wounded and the 3 wounded. 2 are missing. 

15:17 - After consulted with the commander of the MENES and the Liaison Officer 
for the R. Navy 7. v. Di Persico, I signal to the FRECCIA that I think that the steamship 
can continue to float and is tow able. 

15:20 - The FRECCIA orders me to take the steamship under tow and to head for 
Tripoli. 

15:40 - The FRECCIA goes away in order to catch up with the convoy of steamships 
HERAKLEA and MARITZA, than guided from TURBINE, newly returned from the 
route heading towards Kerkennah. 

16:00 - Dispatch to the steamship a group of 8 persons of the crew of the MENES 
headed by the commander of the steamship , Cap. Ines Iepsen, dal T. v. Di Persico and 2° 
Capo segnalatore Guidi Antonio, with the assignment to search the two missing, to assess 
the conditions of buoyancy of the SS and for preparing cables for the towing. Team 
aboard communicated to me that the missing has not been found and that the SS has the 
engine room & boilers flooded and some holds: the torpedo has hit the hull to the center 
to starboard under of the smokestack, few meters under the sea level (approximately 2 
meters). Being the SS perfectly level and little tail-heavy I decide to try towing. 

16.40 - It is succeeded passing a wire of towing of approximately 400 meters with 
one fragment of 200 meters of steel cable and approximately 200 meters of hemp cables: 
the chains of the anchors of the SS cannot be used because lack steam to the winches. 

18.35 - I put in motion a engine to 30 turns and as soon as I have stress on steamship 
the tow and shorten a little, I gradually put also the other engine to 30 turns 
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Increase the turns until obtaining a speed of 3.5 knots... 


22 February: 
Hours 07.00 - Within Tripoli, I moored to the Low tide Wharf and dispatch all the 
shipwrecked on the Hospital ship ORLANDO". 


4" Torpedoing of the Cruiser the DIAZ 


23 February to 19:00 hours leave from Naples the 4th convoy of German steamships 
headed to Tripoli. It was composed of the SS.s REICHENFEIS, MARBURG, ANKARA, 
KIBFEIS, escorted from the naval destroyer AVIERE Chief Escort (C. V. Bigi), 
GENIERE, DA NOLI and the TB. CASTORE. Able to develop a speed of approximately 
14 knots the convoy headed for, like the others, for the Channel of Sicily. 

Exactly 24 hours after, and that is to say at 20:00 of 24 February, the customary 
Italian fast convoy for troop transport left from Naples. Makeup of the ESPERIA, the 
CONTE ROSSO, the MARCO POLO, the MS. VICTORIA. 

The group of the merchant ships was under the command of Contrammiraglio Luigi 
Aiello, it had already carried safely to Libya numerous other fast convoy cargos of troops; 
Every merchant ship had a commander with official military rank many of the Naval 
Reserve (CONTE ROSSO: Cap. Vasc. Raggio: VICTORIA: Cap. Vasc. Bechis; MARCO 
POLO: Cap. Freg. Tanzini). The escort was assured from the naval destroyer CAMICIA 
NERA, BALENO and from TB. ALDEBARAN and ORIONE to which then joined DD. 
GENIERE and SAETTA. 

At noon of the 25th, moreover, departs from Naples for Tripoli an other important 
convoy formed from SS.s Germanic ARCTURUS, WACHTFEIS, LEVERKUSEN, 
ALIKANTE and from the MS. GIUIIA, escorted from VIVAIDI, RACCOON, ORSA 
and CAILIOPE; and still others two convoys were at sea 24 and 25 February, left from 
Tripoli and other from Palermo. In order to cover this intense traffic between Italy and 
Libya and protect navigation from the ultimate surprise from east, always 
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possible ones, species when the time hindered the aerial recognition, Supermarine 
ordered the 4th Naval Division, under the command of Ammiraglio di Divisione Alberto 
Marenco di Moriondo, to patrol the day of the 24th in the Channel of Sicily and be ready 
for all eventuality. 

At 5:45 hours of the 24th the Division, composed from the cruisers BANDE NERE 
(flagship) and DIAZ (C. V. Mazzola) and the destroyers ASCARI and CORAZZIERE, 
departed Palermo; at 11:30 the two cruisers made contact with the MARBURG convoy, 
they began the escort duty, but at 3:40 of 25th the DIAZ it was hit by torpedo of a 
submarine and sank in a few minutes. The course of navigation and the sinking of DIAZ 
therefore is described by the admiral commanding the Division, in his report: 

"BANDE NERE and DIAZ, with the escort of the CORAZZIERE and ASCARI, 
have been ordered to execute in days 24, 25. 26 and 27 February u. s. the protection of 
convoys MARBURG, ESPERIA, ALIKANTE in route from Naples for Tripoli; the order 
specified to execute during the nocturnal hours close escort of bow ward to the convoy 
MARBURG (speed: 14 knots). 

Until sunset of the 24th the Division has been maintained the bow of the 
MARBURG convoy, at a variable distance between 8,000 and 12,000 meters, zigzagging 
with the DD.s in position of close escort. At sunset it has maintained, until buoy n. 4 of 
Kerkennah, a speed of 14.5 knots with CORAZZIERE off the bow of the BANDE 
NERE and ASCARI 45° on the left of the BANDE NERE. 

In the night, at 02:00, after passing the obliged zone of buoy n. 4 of Kerkennah, 
being a particularly dark night and without moon, relinquished the zigzag and 
maintaining the two cruisers in line ahead, preceded by DD. of the escort 
(CORAZZIERE) and the other (ASCARI) of astern for eventual antisubmarine reaction 
and escort to the same cruisers in case of fast unexpected approach of the division. At the 
02:10 route 180°, passing approximately a mile to the west of buoy n.4 of Kerkenah. 

Towards the 03:00, in order to avoid losing from the convoy, 
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proceeding in route for Zuara, reduced to 13.5 maintaining the formation in line of 
ahead (CORAZZTERE, BANDE NERE, DIAZ, ASCARID). 

The visibility one was particularly bad and was getting worse as was proceeded 
towards South; night illumination, calm of sea and wind. 

At 03:43 hours of 25 February 1941, as it turns out from classified assessments and 
the reports of ship CORAZZIERE and ASCARI, DIAZ has been hit by a underwater 
device(1). 

They had clearly heard two bangs, accompanied by a fire on the starboard side of the 
DIAZ, and subsequently one violent explosion with launch of incandescent materials. 

The position of DIAZ in that moment was exactly astern of the BANDE NERE to a 
distance of approximately 600 meters; such position had been checked by the Chief of 
General Staff of the Division that being on the bridge the admiral turned toward the 
DIAZ. 

After the Violent outbreak it has been able to notice, while the BANDE NERE 
increase of speed and approach on the left for move away, zigzagging, from inside of the 
zone, the presence of concentration of fire that illuminate a high column of smoke that 
come out of DIAZ; the fire endures variations of intensity until disappearing with the 
sinking of the ship that has been estimated to hours 03:49. 

While the ASCARI in the afterward position regarding DIAZ, increased speed and 
approach on starboard (03.43 hours); Sights a wake of a torpedo and subsequently of the 
bow, most visible, a wide spot, like of water emulsify with air (03.46 hours) that it judges 
to be the point of immersion of the submarine; I then executes a launch of 6 depth 
charges and of others 4 (03.50 hours). 

The CORAZZIERE, as the explosions of DIAZ, has received order to reverse course 
in order to cooperate to the hunt for the submarine, enters in the area and executes a 
search from North-South to approximately 2000 meters a west of the point of sinking of 
DIAZ. 

The hunt for the submarine on part of the two DD.s continued until the 04:25., when 
the ASCARI brings herself towards the point of 


(1) DIAZ had been torpedoed from submarine UPRIGHT. 
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sinking of DIAZ for the recovery of is shipwrecked, while the CORAZZIERE 
proceeds in the vigilance of the zone. 

The CORAZZIERE and the ASCARI have unanimously noticed the presence of a 
great gash, on the starboard side to the height of the forward smokestack of DIAZ, from 
which flames exited; the forward superstructures completely were wrapped from flames. 

From the depositions of it’s shipwrecked retrieved by the CORAZZIERE, how much 
was known from the officials (Ten. AA. Argento, S. T. V. Piat, Ten. Comm. Empoli) 
started for Tripoli on to Palermo and subsequently on Naples near the Head Commander, 
that he was person in charge to collect the depositions, from the depositions of the staff of 
the BANDE NERE and finally from the visual observation and the reports of the 
CORAZZIERE and the ASCARI can be established: 

a) no alarm for sight was given on DIAZ; similarly the BANDE NERE had not 
executed some sight; 

b) DIAZ has been hit from two underwater devices that have caused to the explosion 
of the saint barbarian of bow and the boilers 3 and 4 in function (extinguished boilers 1 
and 2); 

c) the explosions may have caused the discouragement of the tetra pod on the 
forward smokestack; 

d) Bridge and the forward superstructures literally leaped in air; 

e) had been flooding oil into the battery; 

f) fires in the non-commissioned officers kitchen and furnace have been had; the 
flames are a lot approached the revetment of the 100/47 of starboard outside but caused, 
at least the first, explosion; 

g) Oppressive smoke had invaded the battery endured after the explosions; 

h) DIAZ sunk by the bow and a lot skidded on the left in 5-6 minutes; to the last one 
the propellers are emerged; 

1) a large of quantity of oil floated in the sinking zone; 

1) the explosion of DIAZ had caused sea water infiltrations in the warehouses water 
of machine of the ASKARIS. 

The tragedy had been rapid and complete data the points in which have been hit 
DIAZ... 
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At 08:44, assessment that there is no more shipwrecked in the area, CORAZZIERE 
and ASCARI set course in order to catch up with the BANDE NERE; such assessment 
was confirmed by the aerial exploration. 

During the operations of recovery of the shipwrecked BANDE NERE is removed 
from the area remained in contact by short waves and r.d.s. with the DD.s. 

The ASCARI had retrieved 153 shipwrecked, of which 9 died already from 
drowning; CORAZZIERE 3 shipwrecked. 

Practically only the crews of the turrets nn.3 and 4 were saved and relative 
warehouses, forward engine room, boilers nn. 5 and 6 of the stern, complexes from 100, 
area of stern emergency, corridor and batteries of the center ship; no news of all the crew 
of bow. 

The crew of the stern engine room does not seem has been able to save themselves 
later on for the fall of watertight doors or the other explosion. 

The naphtha and the cold have decimated the already few survivors of the sinking. 

It turns out in certain way that to the explosions the crew is brought to the fire place 
taking hoses and trying extinguishers without of other part being able to take part in some 
effective way the ship remained without electric power. 

The ship was abandoned at the last moment, only later on to the order of the officer 
survivors, when the list had assumed exceptional aspects; those people that they threw 
themselves straight from the side had farces to slip along the flanks of the ship and some 
bruise along the flank. 

In water the terror of the survivors was the imprisonment; some of they when 
retrieved, still dazed from the tragedy and the cold, refused to speak brief on united 
enemy". 

And to find that the escape of the Division BANDE NERE in support to the 
numerous convoys in navigation in the Channel of Sicily in the days 24 and 25 February 
since did not have a precise objective the same convoys had to regard practically to the 
sure one from attacks of enemy ships of surface only shape of offense to which opposing 
could the two cruisers. 


One knew from the aerial recognition that Malta was clear 
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of British surface unit and therefore it was impossible that a naval attack could originate from 
this base; and in as far as an surprise action of a some British cruiser unnoticed coming from 
Alexandria it was be a matter of eventuality very improbable if not quite nonexistent one. 

The convoys in question were exposed only to the aerial attack and to submarine attack; 
but neither airplane nor submarines can be countered from the cruisers. 

And of the rest, in the cares of aircrafts and the submarine, the convoys were already 
sufficiently and opportunely protected, even though in indirect way, with the aerial 
bombardment of Malta who was blocking enemy airports and with the efficient light unit 
escort and airplane that had been assigned to every convoy. 

The BANDE NERE Division had therefore only generically protecting function; reason 
had to think that its presence had been ordered only to satisfy the demands of the High 
Command strangers to Navy; but it does not appear justified from a effective war 
requirement. 

Have to think it appropriate to gather the circumstance occurring from this painful war 
event in the night between the 24 and 25 February 1941 in the Channel of Sicily on purpose 
in order to fix a basic concept of the escort of the convoys and that is to say that the escort of 
the traffic must always be adapted, like quality, to the probable type of offense which the 
traffic can be subject. 

If attack of ships from in surface is expected the merchant ships must to be protected, 
with direct and indirect escort, by means of surface units of possibly superior force the 
probable adversary, and it is necessary also that all the operations areas are watched to means 
of light units and of aircrafts in order to provide to the convoy in navigation news on the 
movements of the enemy;but if it can be excluded every eventuality of a surface attack and 
the only probable offensive manifestations of submarines and airplane, then their are not any 
reason to maintain large surface units of around to defend the convoys. The presence of 
cruisers, worse still than battleships, while it cannot give some aid to the threatened convoy, 
supply precious targets to insidious enemy attacks. Against airplane attacks the best solution, 
if not the only one, for the defense is represented by Fighter aircraft; the protection of the 
convoys against attacks of 
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submersible cannot be assured that from marine reconnaissance aircrafts and from a 
protecting belt of light units equipped of Electro-hydrophones instruments for the 
underwater search. 

Sinking of the DIAZ, the convoys in navigation continued for the ports which they 
were directed and all reached destination undamaged. They numbered 19 mercantile 
ships altogether. 

The ESPERIA and MARBURG convoys then returned from Tripoli the 27 with the 
same escorts which they had to the gone and returning that evening to Naples once again. 
On return the ESPERIA convoy 3750 civil fugitives boarded, 1200 military ones of the 
Air Force, 400 of the Army, 260 of the Navy between which some survivors of DIAZ. 


5" Other convoys cross the Channel of Sicily 


28 February. 

Convoy formed from the steamships ASSYRIA, ARMANDO, TABARCA, escorted 
by TB. CENRAURO leave from Naples at 17:45 and reaches Tripoli at 13:45 on 3 
March. 

MS. RONDINE escorted by the MS. LAGO TANA leaves from Palermo at 20:00 
hours and reaches Tripoli to 03:00 hours of the 3rd. 


1 March 

At 4:15 depart from Naples the Germanic SS.s RUHR, CASTELLON, MARITZA 
and the Italian AMSTERDAM escorted by Torpedo boats ORIONE, PEGASO, CLIO. 
They reach Tripoli at 18:00 of the 3rd March. 


2 March 
MS. METEOR leaves from Palermo for Tripoli 2 March and reaches the destination 
on the 3rd. 


3 March 

German SS.s ADANA, AEGINA, ARTA, HERAKLION, Italian SS SABAUDIA 
escorted by DD. TARIGO, FRECCIA and TB. CASTO leaves from Naples 3 March at 
18:00 hours and reaches Tripoli the 6th at 20:45. 
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5 March 

MS. RUHR, German SS.s CASTELLON, MARITZA escort TB. the PEGASO and 
ORIONE and MS. RAMB III, leave from Tripoli on the 5th March, reach Naples at 7:00 on the 
15th. 


From the 7 to 10 March 


The day 7 March enemies naval units was sighted in waters of Zuara, and therefore 
Supermarine order that all the convoys already at sea to returned in port. The order was directed 
to: a convoy of German SS-.s, as return to Naples; a Convoy of small Italian ships as shelter to 
Trapani; a convoy composed of AMSTERDAM and the CAUCASO as return to Tripoli as soon 
as it had departed. 

The transient enemy incursions not cause particular loss to the Italian mercantile shipping. 
Once the threat passed the intensity traffic resumed the same as before. The convoy ARCTURUS, 
ALIKANTE, WACHTFELS, RIALTO, departs from Naples for Tripoli day of the 8th and 
reached destination safely; the convoy MARBURG, ANKARA. REICHENFELS, KIBFELS, was 
than sheltered at Palermo, leaves again in the night between the 8th and the 9th and reached 
Tripoli day 10th. 

Also the convoy of small Italian ships diverted to Trapani you leave for Tripoli the evening 
of 8 March. But unfortunately for this convoy the navigation concluded tragically, because both 
the ships that formed it - CAPO VITA and FENICIA - was torpedoed bt enemy submarines and 
sank along the Kerkennah route. On the twofold mournful event reported in following excerpts 
from Cap. Freg. A. Coliolo unit commander of the escort, armed MS. DEFFENU: 


(Omission) 

"Continuous navigation zigzagging ahead of the convoy to the variable distance from 800 to 
1200 meters, distance between the steamships approximately 500 meters. 

Fresh wind from NW, sea movement. 

At 12:00 in lat. 36°09" N. long. 11°07' And the steamship CAPO VITA whistled and 
approaches to starboard. I distinguish a wake of torpedo on its left. | approach immediately all on 
the left 
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and I put the greatest speed allowed - 114 turns - in order to race on the submarine 
(mg. 12.5) 

While a torpedo has hit the CAPO VITA at to 12:01 hours explodes and sinks. 

A enormous fantastic blaze accompanied by dense reddened smoke is raised to 
thousand meters of height and it is dispersed for more than a thousand meters, hitting also 
the steamship FENICIA. 

The sea all around literally is covered from water columns of debris of every kind 
falling back from enormous height. 

I succeed with difficulty, heading against a normal wind, of disengaging. When the 
wind has freed the area of the explosion no trace existed of the SS. CAPO VITA. I do not 
see a trace even of the submarine. I head in the direction of the launch, firing there a shot 
with the bow piece and beginning the launch of the depth charges regulated to a depth 50 
meters. Launching 5 and return on the place of the explosion in order to retrieve the 
shipwrecked. Many pieces of wood and barrels float. I explore carefully but no trace of 
the shipwrecked is visible. While steamship FENICIA, exited in column from the smoke 
cloud, has reversed course moving herself towards the North; I head at best speed 
towards of her at 12:35 I signal it to make course for Susa. I have taken this decision for 
various reasons: for tricking the submarine, for moving away and because resuming the 
route for Kuriat it would have brought back the convoy in the range of the submarine. 

I proceed zigzagging at the normal speed; zigzagging also the steamship FENICIA. 
At times I move a distance on the external side and launch depth charges. 

At 13:20 SS. FENICIA it communicates to me have lost a man at the time after the 
explosion of the CAPO VITA. Since the search made on the place did not notice a trace 
of a shipwrecked, and also for the presence of the submarine evidently in ambush on the 
route, I continue navigation. 

At 14:15 I receive order from the Supermarina to continue for Tripoli and modify the 
route. Move as close as possible to Kuriat and I move forth, as much possible, from the 
established route in order to try to pass unnoticed 
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At 22:00 I stop of zigzag and make to stop to the FENICIA. 

At 22:30 the pass buoy n. | of Kerkenah. At 22:50 passes on the opposite route, not 
forewarned, a convoy formed from one ship escort and a steamship. 

At 2:20 of day 10 I resume to zigzag. 

At 6:55 in lat. 34° 19' N. long. 12° 40'E. the steamship FENICIA is hit by a torpedo on 
the left, caught fire to astern and immediately it lists to starboard. Great blazes are raised 
from the ship and spread on the sea for some hundred of meters. 

I approach all on the left and head towards the presumed position of the submarine 
ahead. In proximity beginning the launch of depth charges. Of the submarine no trace. 
Steamboat FENICIA is afire and with the stern nearly under water is remained with the 
engines in motion and wake goes away towards the South followed by the fire. 

Continuing to chase the submarine and at 7:43 thinking I had sufficiently moved away 
from the submarine, not having aboard more than a single bomb - I head to the place of 
the explosion in order to collect the shipwrecked. In the area I launch four lifeboats in the 
sea. 

At 9:00 steamship FENICIA sinks. At 9:20 having collected all the shipwrecked still 
found on the surface I take a route in order to enter to Tripoli from point A”. 

A short distance from the FENICIA, when the ship became torpedoed, a convoy of the 
ARCTURUS, ALIKANTE, WACHTFELS escorted by the DD. FULMINE, BALENO, 
TURBINE heading toward to Tripoli. Sighting the blaze of the explosion on the 
FENICIA, the Chief escort (DD. FULMINE, C.te Cap. di Corv. Della Corte) ordered a 
fast approached all at once to the convoy for moving from the area of the submarine and 
arranged that BALENO (Cap. Corv. Amaud) was carried to the place of the torpedoing in 
order to assist the FENICIA and in order protect the DEFFENU while this unit retrieved 
the shipwrecked. Nothing however was possible to do for already the FENICIA in a 
sinking condition; the BALENO remaining therefore in waters of the shipwreck 
launching at intervals depth charges therefore to cover the DEFFENU, stopping and 
attempt to recover the survivors of the torpedoed steamboat. 
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At 10:10 a new alarm due to a possible submarine sighting which induced the 
BAIENO to launch a new set of depth charges while the DEFFENU fired some gun shots 
against a presumed periscope and finally at 10:30 approximately the BAIENO left the 
area and returned to the ARCTURUS convoy that had mean while continued for Tripoli. 
Little before 17:00 the DEFFENU entered Tripoli with the sad cargo of 14 
shipwrecked retrieved from the FENICIA. 


6" Germanic steamships RUHR and HERAKLEA are torpedoed 


After the loss, 9 March, of small steamships FENICIA, and CAPO VITA, by 
torpedoing on part of a enemy submarine, 101 steamboats were convoyed in 20 days 
between Italy and the Libya, without losses 

Others 15 cargo vessels approximately navigated, always on the routes between Italy 
and Libya, isolated or pairs without escort, and these reached undamaged all destinations 
eluding attack but always alert and active submarines in the Channel of Sicily and waters 
of the Kerkennah. So that between the 10th and 28th of March 116 mercantile ships 
reached the destination ports safely. 

The convoys were organized always with the usual criterion to group mercantile ships of 
approximately equal speed, and fast convoys as those that were formed of the CONTE 
ROSSO, ESPERIA, VICTORIA, MARCO POLO, all used for the transport of troops; 
convoys able to develop speed of 14 knots and beyond the group of the German 
MARBURG, REICHENFEIS, ANKARA, KIBFEIS, WACHTFEIS; and the slowest 
convoys with a speed between 7 and 8 knots that were grouped the small Germanic 
mercantile cargo from ADANA, AEGINA, ARTA, etc. But all safely passes the insidious 
difficult of Cape Bon, the waters always treacherous of the Kerkennah, the fatal funnel in 
which the routes met all that carried to Tripoli, only port - we repeat - remained to Italy 
after the fall of happened Benghazi 9 February 1941. 

Not there was a day in which the waters of the Channel of Sicily were not lined by one 
or more convoys escorted from light units and, 
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enough often, from Italian or German aircrafts of reconnaissance: but now the convoys were 
guaranteed from the aerial offenses thanks to the uninterrupted bombing on Malta, they were safe 
from attacks of surface ships because until March no British surface ship of risked an attack on 
the Italian traffic in the Central Mediterranean, and were sufficiently protected in care of a 
underwater ambush from the alert active defense exercised by the units one naval of escort and 
the aircrafts that frequently accompanied the convoys in the diurnal hours. 

After 20 days of fortunate navigations, a submarine succeeded unfortunately to hit with a 
torpedo on two German ships RUHR and HERAKLEA that navigated in convoy with the other 
three Germanic ships and was escorted by three modern DD.s for the HERAKLEA the blow was 
surely mortal; not therefore for motor-ship RUHR that could be towed to Trapani by the naval 
destroyer DARDO. 

The convoy was composed from Germanic cargo vessels HERAKLEA, RUHR, SAMOS, 
ADANA, GALILEA and was escorted by the DD.s FOIGORE, Chief Escort (Cap. Freg. Giuriti), 
DARDO, LAMPO, STRALE; speed of approximately 9 knots. 

Departed from Naples in the night between the 26 and 27 March 1941, the convoy started on 
the Tripoli route viva the Channel of Sicily. At 9:45 of the 28th, transverses Cape Bon, it assumed 
a route top the south: At 22:00 of the same day, while it was to the level of the Kuriat island, a 
submarine nearly torpedoed at the same time the HERAKLEA and the RUHR. At the moment of 
the torpedoing the convoy was formed in double column having in the lead the two steamships 
afterward hit. The FOLGORE was navigating off the bow with the minesweepers deployed, the 
others two following zigzagging on the two flanks of the convoy. Night was very dark with 
insufficient visibility, calm sea. Perceiving the two explosions, the Chief Escort ordered to the 
DARDO of move at once to giving attendance to the hit steamboats. The report of the C.te 
Giuriati therefore is printed. 

"Endured after the explosion, the three steamships approach in several directions. I had 
therefore communication from the DARDO that steamship HERAKLEA was sunk and ordered 
the DARDO to attempt the towing of the RUHR. Of the steamships not hit the SAMOS and 
ADANA have maneuvered correctly and second the instructions received previously; it has been 
therefore easy reunited 
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and to resume with they navigation. The GALILEA instead stopped a short time on 
the place in order to collect is shipwrecked, in spite of the order to resume in route, dated 
subsequently to the Official of report, and therefore from the STRALE that to the fine 
ones I had to detach for no longer useful, given the distance to which the GALILEA was 
remained from the rest of formation. I therefore continued navigation in two groups until 
the first light of the dawn; I then carried out the reunion”. 

"While steamships ADANA, SAMOS, GALILEA continued for Tripoli with the 
escort of the FOLGORE, the LAMPO and the STRALE, the DART supplied to the 
towing of the RUHR, still in good conditions of floatation although the torpedo exploded 
in the premises machines. 

The towing operation was carried out skillfully from the naval destroyer the 
commando of the Cap. di Corv. Bruno Salvatori. For 40 hours the DARDO succeeded in 
towing the torpedoed ship, partially flooded, it had a displacement not inferior to 10,000 
tons, until docking in Trapani. 

In order to assist and to escort the DARDO , Supermarina decided to send the torpedo 
boats SAGITTARIO, CIRCE, ALCIONE that arrived for a convoy in the afternoon hours 
of the 29th. And here excerpt from the report of the C.te Salvatori: 

“At 18:10 I sight the torpedo boats CIRCE and ALCIONE. I reduce progressively 
the speed in order to allow the two torpedo boats to berth, one for side, to the steamship 
in order to take to aboard 200 soldiers each. At 18:55 torpedo boats they are berthed and 
they begin transfer while the SAGITTARIO turns around to the convoy, at high speed 
and to a distance of approximately 2000 meters from it. I put in sea the motor dingy and 
sent them on the ALCIONE is shipwrecked the wounded, two of which very serious. 

At 19:40, completed the foretold operations and shared the CIRCE and the 
ALCIONE, I increase speed always escorted from the SAGITTARIO. At 3:08 in the area 
of Kelibia I sight ahead the torpedo boats LA FARINA and MISSORI to which I order of 
disperse in position of escort with the SAGITTARIO. At 7:30 the first apparatuses of 
escort reach. 
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At 17:15 hours of the 30th in vicinity of Trapani, I give liberty of maneuver to the 
SACITTARIO. I progressively diminish the speed of the convoy. At 17:55 two tugs 
arrive. At 18:05 tugs are under the RUHR. | at the same time release the towing cable to 
the motor-ship. 

I leave torpedo boat MISSORI lend eventual assistance until the motor-ship to the 
towed into port and sail into Trapani where I moor between buoys 3 and 4. 

The base sends the means to disembark the shipwrecked". 

The CALILEA Convoy, reached Tripoli the day of the 30th March, after to have 
endured the torpedoing of the RUHR and the HERAKLEA, left from the Libyan port the 
31st at 14:30 sailing to Naples. It was formed from the steamships CALILEA, 
AQUITANIA, BEATRICE, CAFFARO, escorted by the CLIO Chief Escort (Cap. Corv. 
Ciliberto), CALLIOPE, PECASO, CIGNO and was also attacked from a submarine 
shortly before reaching the area of the Kerkennah. 

The enemy attack manifested towards 7:00 of the morning just while the CLIO 
convoy criss-crossed a fast convoy constituted from large German steamships escorted by 
the VIVALDI squadron (Cap. Vasc. Galati) so that from VIVALDI was found much 
good the torpedoing. In purpose C.te Galati observes: 1) that the CALILEA was a very 
behind regarding the other ships of the convoy; 2) that the ships were still in row line 
although by now it was a clear day. Appropriate and to specify that in the diurnal hours, 
and a lot often also of night, the steamships came held in forehead line because such 
formation rendered the underwater units attack greatly more difficult. When then the 
escort torpedo boats very were gathered around to the steamships and all the formation 
was annoying zigzagging, the submarines had the least probabilities to reach some results 
with their insidious attack diurnals or nocturnes. In effect - during the entire war - they 
were not many cargo vessels hit by torpedoes of submarines when they navigated in 
formation and in the conditions that we have or at this hour. 

Not enough, in other words, than a submarine sights a convoy and it succeeds in 
waiting on its route, because the torpedo reaches the target; a such result always is 
conditioned 
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to the efficiency of the escort unit, to the vigilance that such units exercise, to the position 
that they have regarding the cargo vessels, to the formation that all the complex maintains 
and to the amplitude and the flightiness of the zigzag. 

The CALILEA, was torpedoed, once but remained afloat and one small Italian torpedo 
boat, the TB. PECASO (C.te T 0 V. Sironi), now took in tow the cargo vessel partially 
flooded and dragged it behind for approximately 40 hours until reaching the port of 
Tripoli, in cooperation with the tug POLIFEMO, reached their objective 


OOK ok 


The VIVALDI convoy, had belief of the presence of the submarine in the waters that 
it crossed, maneuvered endured for moves herself from the zone, after to have tidy to TB. 
CENTAURO and POLLUCE of went to lend attendance to the torpedoed ship, and 
regularly reached Tripoli. 

Departed 2 April heading for Naples. Near Ustica 3 April, before sunset, the Chief 
Escort perceived the presence of a submarine in ambush. 

"is persuaded - the C.re Calati in its report writes, to deal with a submarine that is 
beginning the maneuver of attack the convoy and whose presence is found a light loss, 
luckily for me, of fuel oil. Beginning immediately the hunting, at first alone and then with 
the help of the MALOCELLO. The convoy, with DA NOLI, continues in the route. 

VIVALDI, in four successive passes altogether launch 21 DCs of 50 Kg. and 8 DCs. 
of 100 Kg. I cannot say if all explode, lifejackets the crews have been launched with 
buckles locked and so to cluster. MALOCELLO in four race passes 8 DCs altogether of 
510 Kg. and 6 of 100 Kg. Two of 100 and a 50 Kg. do not explode. All the crews were 
fortified with delayed ballistic experts. 

Completed the hunt I myself stop on the point where more plentiful and continuous oil 
bubbles emerge and mainly I convince myself that the submarine is effectively sunk ". 

The sinking of this submarine is not find confirmed 
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in the British documentation, however is very probable that the enemy boat had been 
at least very damaged, surely immobilized and put, for the moment, damage beyond 
useable condition. The convoy safely reached Naples in the afternoon of 3 April. 


CHAPTER VI 
A MORE ACTIVE ENEMY 


1“ Characters of the opposing offensive against the convoys 

From the start of the war until the end of March 1941 - as it is illustrated from much we have 
already written - the losses of mercantile ships in the central Mediterranean were so meager not to 
affect the volume of supply traffics to Libya practically at all. In approximately 10 months of war 
Italy could carry to Libya all which it wanted, comprised the shipment of an entire German 
Korps, its arms and baggage. 

From the course of the fighting it appears more and more obvious that it was not the 
enemy's function to place a quantitative limit of men and materials the transported since such a 
contrast, when manifest, and however well had been manifested, always was contained by 
appropriate countermeasures (against measures) naval and aerial. Therefore, when the convoys 
were threatened from surface ships, it was provided to protection with portion of our naval forces 
that did not ever allow the Armored aircraft carriers and large British cruisers to approach the 
convoys of cargo vessels, and when the danger was represented solo from the aircrafts and 
submarines such danger was faced is directly from the naval and aerial escorts or indirectly, by 
means of the aerial bombing and the neutralization of Malta. 

Of other part English, until the end of March 1941 (and the rest after) did not take advantage 
of their sea and air superiority (upgraded by the Americans supplies and aids) thought of must (or 
be able) push with continue the two Routes (of Alexandria and Gibraltar) until in the Central 
Mediterranean in order to put into effect a systematic offensive against the uninterrupted flow of 
mercantile ships that tied Italy to the Libyan Colony. 
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A drastic offensive - carried out with more frequent and persistent actions of British naval 
units from carrier aircraft and ground based aviation - would have without doubt provoked a 
series of sea and air battles between the opposing forces and would fatally have carried to a 
radical solution of the sea battle in the Mediterranean: solution in one sense or the other, but 
probably would favor the British that have large resources of far greater then the Italians and that, 
moreover could renew without limitations from the reserves and the potential manufacturer of the 
United States. 

An attempt of the sort was perhaps the English intensions in the first days of July 1940 
(Punta Stilo), although in a rather confused way; second manifest attempt - also this time in a 
cloudy uncertain way - in December 1941 (the battle of the Sirte), but is before, is the latter the 
Italian convoys in navigation was effectively protected against the offense by the greater English 
naval forces, the great sea and air battle did not become engaged (there was as soon as a sign of 
battle) by those would have had the interest to engage to the adversary, and cargo vessels to get 
to, and undamaged, the destination ports. 

Until the end of March 1941, therefore, the enemy conduct never did assume worrisome 
shapes, always was contained very well, did not cause to our convoys losses worthy of respite. 
Given, as it has been said before, practically all those that we wanted to come to pass and, if 
quantitative of men and materials transported did not exceed a certain level, that is to say had 
only had the difficulty met sometimes in Italy for the centralization in the ports of departure of 
men and materials in the planned amount and to the insufficient receptivity of the Libyan ports; as 
well as the fact that until the first months of 1941 the war activity in Libya still had not had the 
operating developments that it had later on. 

If such operating developments had been, and they had demanded the shipment in North 
Africa of a greater mass of armed men, combustible, ammunitions, motor vehicles, the thing from 
the operating marine point of view - given the modest opposition carried out by the British Fleet - 
would have been feasible. 
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2° Convoys of the month of April 1941 

In the month of March the materials arriving in Libya via sea amounted to a little less than 
one hundred thousand tons with losses of 8% regarding the materials dispatched, In April the 
figure of arriving materials come down to 70,000 tons, but the reduction is not due to the losses, 
that were only 6%, but to the fact that the logistic organization in Homeland did not allow a 
greater quantity of war materials shipped. From the operating point of view the beginning of the 
spring put in evidence: 

a) that end from the March goal was located at Malta some light units, something 
constituting an obvious threat, at least potential, to the traffic in the Channel of Sicily; 

b) that the torpedo bombers based at Malta had increased their range to approximately 150 
miles; 

c) that the naval forces at Alexandria represented for our traffic a much less serious danger 
than had been at first supposed, since such naval forces did not show dynamism that was afraid in 
the cares of the Italian marine communications between Italy and the Libya, since in the ten 
months of war already passed had been usually timely sighted when they had approached the 
Central Mediterranean, 

For this with of circumstances - favorable and unfavorable - Supermarina begin to start, 
more frequently that in the past, its convoys on the routes to East of Malta. Making the traffic 
follow such a route that would be possible to maintain the convoys outside of the range of the 
torpedo bombers based at Malta and would be, at the same time, utilized completely the area of 
water at one's disposition; a area of narrow water, is true, but that until the end of March had been 
generally only used in part, 

In order mainly to confuse the opposing search the Supermarina, like we have already 
pointed out, usually had leave at the same time two convoys routing one for the Channel of Sicily 
and the Kerkennah and an other for the Strait of Messina and the route to East of Malta, 
Generally this last route was followed by fast convoys carrying troops, 
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follows in fact the CONTE ROSSO convoy departed from Naples for Tripoli 1 April 1941. 
It was composed of the ocean-going liners CONTE ROSSO, MARCO POLO, ESPERIA, 
VICTORIA escorted by the destroyers TARIGO (escort commander, Cap Freg. De Cristoforo), 
BALENO, LAMIPO, EURO which was then joined by TB. PARTENOPE and POLLUCE, 
exited from Tripoli in order to reinforce the escort. The convoy passed through the Strait of 
Messina and passed wide of Malta by approximately 150, miles steaming at a speed between the 
15 and 17 knots. In the diurnal hours it was accompanied also from two or three antisubmarine 
aircrafts Cant Z 501 for protection and by two fighters CR 42 for aerial defense. Along the 
distance however was marked by a possible opposing submarine in the area and the escort unit 
reacting by zigzagging and launched depth charges to intimate a scope. The convoy arrival 
regularly at Tripoli. 

Nearly at the same time to CONTE ROSSO convoy, 2 April left Naples, always directed to 
Tripoli, a convoy of German steamships, but this last one, in accord with the criteria that we have 
established, was started for the Channel of Sicily and the Kerkennah. 

Steamships MARITZA, ALIKANTE, SAINTA FE', PROCIDA, TEMBIEN formed the 
convoy. They were escorted by the DD.s SAETTA (escort Commander, C.C. Sandrelli), 
TURBINE, and TB. ORSA. Sp. 8-10 Knots. The convoy, left from Naples 2 April, reached 
Tripoli late evening of the 4th after having the foiled a submarine attack. the return navigation, 
begun on 8 April, and the escort was forced to re-enter to Tripoli because the adverse 
meteorological conditions. It was replaced, at first, by TB. CALLIOPE out of Trapani and 
thereafter by the DD SCIROCCO out of Pozzuoli. The convoy reached Naples 11 April. 

The same day, 2 April, in which the MARITZA convoy left Naples and the same hour, of 
morning, another German steamships convoy left Tripoli for Naples: SSs ANKARA, KIBFELS, 
MARBURG, REICHENFELS, CALITEA; escorted by DD. VIVALDI, DA NOLI, 
MALOCELLO. Navigation without incident also for such convoy that within safely to Naples at 
7:30 of 4 April. 
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Until 10 April the traffic was carried out naturally without incidents and, without losses. 
Was suspended for a few hours 2 April on the signaling of enemy naval movements in the 
western Mediterranean for a, and a small convoy of two cargo vessels that already had left from 
Tripoli, re-enters the port, but then resumptions with the customary rhythm of one - two convoys 
in departing every day. On the 7th there departed were 3 convoys with eight steamships 
altogether; the 8th were 2 convoys with eight cargo vessels; the 9th departed one with only 5 
cargo vessels from Naples for Tripoli; the 10th there were 3 convoys going to sea: two from Italy 
for Tripoli, one from Tripoli for Naples altogether nine cargo vessels. Between them registered 
the first victim of the month, the tanker PERSIANO of 2,474 g.r.t. loaded with gasoline, 
torpedoed by a submarine 50 miles to the north of Tripoli in one of the focal points of the traffic. 
Left from Palermo with others three cargo vessels and the escort of three torpedo boats, the tanker 
was hit at the stern by a torpedo at 8:50 of 12 April while the escort had been reinforced by an 
aircraft of Tripoli. 

In this mournful event was lost an officer, a German soldier escorting the cargo and a 
machinist. The other members of the crew were all saved by the escorting units. 

Still eleven cargo vessels, grouped into three convoys, were sailing undamaged in the central 
Mediterranean between the 10th and 14th April, for the marine communications with Libya until 
depressed by the serious disaster of the destruction of the TARIGO convoy. 


3° The destruction of the TARIGO convoy 

Was the most heartbreaking war event: for the loss of five cargo vessels and two naval 
destroyer, for the destruction of huge amount of war materials and the large loss of human life 
and because once again it appeared clearly the enemy had a crushing technical and organizational 
superiority in nocturnal combat, but as a war event that, in the general economy of the conflict, 
does not go overestimated and that it re-enters in the normal episodic of every naval war. A 
painful event of war for the Italian crews in recast vicissitude was moreover once again the 
aggressive spirit and the audacity of ours sailors 
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that, in the furious nocturnal fray during the British attack, succeeded in torpedoing and to 
sink the naval destroyer MOHAWK. 

Nether the destruction of the convoy would have happened if, against the ships that 
composed it, had not been singularly fatality arranged. 

The convoy was composed of small German steamships ADANA, ARTA, AEGINA, 
ISERLHON, with cargos of troops and arms, and by the Italian SABAUDIA, ammunition cargo; 
departed Naples at 21:30 of 13 April directed to Tripoli by the route Cape Bon-Canal of Sicily- 
Kerkennah island, escorted by the naval destroyer TARIGO (escort Commander, cap. di freg. 
Piero De Cristofaro), LAMPO (cap. di corv. E. Marano), BALENO (cap. di corv. C. Arnaud), 
these two last in substitution of the STRATE and the EURO designated at first for the escort. 

In the afternoon of same day the 13th, before that the convoy left, Supermarina had received 
from the Sicily Command of Navy in the following telephone communication: 

"The CAT communicates the reconnaissance of Malta has stated presence of others 4 DD 
beyond those present previously. The CAT will let outside per sunset per fleet reconnaissance and 
will hold ready for a nocturnal blitz intervention". 

But this communication do not arouse particular alarm in the Supermarina. The presence at 
Malta of a number of naval destroyer was not judged sufficient reason countermanding the 
departure of a convoy loaded with materials that were urgently demanded by the German 
Command. For other half, in that age, very often light units were stopping at Malta and could not, 
obviously, suspend the traffic with Libya the whenever some naval destroyer was at one of the 
numerous naval bases about the island. If the Supermarina had been regulated in such a way, 
England would have won in North Africa without a fight. It had to run the risks that the presence 
of those implied naval destroyer preparing to face, this, threat with every crossing. 

In the specific case the first defensive measure against the naval destroyers of Malta was 
already implicit in the assurance, given from Naval Messina, whom CAT themselves by the 
evening of the 13th would be 
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taken part in the operational zone with its air forces. Supermarina had moreover positioned 
the convoy according to the march time table which the formation would have had to carry out 
the more dangerous section of the traverse in the diurnal hours, those hours, that is to say, in 
which it could have received the protection of the CAT and Italian Aviation beyond that of the 
escorting torpedo boats. 

Until Marettimo navigation, at a speed of 10 knots, it had regular course. After Marettimo 
however things begin to go wrong, it got worse with passing of the hours for strong winds from a 
sirocco and this made, in the night, the haze, under the squalls, under the torment of the churned 
sea, the convoy was heeling fatally. In following passage segment from the report of the LAMPO 


"15 April - 04:00 hours. 

Steamboat ARTA, first unit of the left column, approached without warning on the left and 
signals me Rv. = 180°. In the supposition that ARTA had received orders from TARIGO directly, 
I approach the route indicated to me. Right away after the approached I sight the beacon of Cape 
Bon; subsequently discover that the other half of the convoy (that is to say the starboard column 
and the BALENO) has not approached. In consideration of the very reduced visibility I do not 
think it prudent to order to the steamships to resume the previous route and to try to reform the 
convoy during the night. I signal instead to the TARIGO with the radio message "my route is 
180°- my speed 8 mph.” Soon after the TARIGO orders me to approach for Rv. = 40° to be 
navigate such route until dawn trying re-uniting the two parts of the convoy. I approach to the tail 
steamship - the ADANA - and I signal to it: "reverse course - follow". Therefore I move to the 
head of the formation, approach and reduce speed. Steamship ARTA continues for a time on the 
first route, then points out an approaching, soon to arrive squall, over my area. Stopping the 
engines and ignites floodlights to give beacons; but, not seeing the steamships, I start in motion 
and reverse course, I go to find them in the haze and the continuing squall prevent me tracking 
them and decide hence to bring me about on the route of Cape Bon - Marettimo to rejoin to the 
rest of the convoy". 

Only towards 10:00 of the 15 April can the escorting units reform the convoy and resume 
navigation towards the 
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sand banks of Kerkennah, but while were lost some precious hours and all the timetable of 
the crossing had been upset. Supermarina, as we have said, had established the route so as to give 
cover to the convoy in the most war dangerous section - that being the minimal distance from 
Malta - in diurnal hours, hour instead, the consequence of the hours lost in the night between the 
14 and 15 April, the formation would have been found in waters more seriously laid a trap from 
the enemy just in those nocturnal hours in which aerial support could not be had and during 
which the enemy, exited from Malta after the sunset of the sun, was sure to pounce on our 
mercantile ships uncovered during navigation without preventive and being attacked. 

In the morning of the 15th, with a delay of approximately 4 hours from the previous day, the 
convoy resumes its navigation in the Channel of Sicily. 

The Cpt. of the LAMPO writes: 

"navigation continues for everyone all day between squalls and extended fog banks that they 
prevent the CAT from executing the planed service of aerial escort”. 

Also the airplane of the maritime reconnaissance of Tripoli I know spend all activity because 
of the adverse atmospheric conditions; they do not suspend the flights the reconnaissance aircraft 
of Malta, and one of them - a indistinct aircraft with acronym OHSF - at 13:00 approximately 
sights the convoy and some of them exactly indicates to Malta composition, speed, route, 
position. 

The Italian unit sights the reconnaissance aircraft in turn and in fact from the report of the 
LAMPO it turns out that "few miles to south of Kelibia, the TARIGO communicates: an 
suspicious aircraft has been sighted from the BALENO with heading south", but they cannot 
drive off or knock down the enemy aircraft. 

Little after 14:00 the same airplane OHSF transmits to a new message radio to the Command 
of Malta in order to again signal the position of the convoy, and this time the message becomes 
intercepted and decrypted by the Supermarina that hurries to signal the thing to Messina Harbor 
and Superaereo, with the following communications, in order to ask the participation for Italian 
and German Aviation in defense of the convoy: 
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"From Supermarina to Messina Harbor 
N.6221 of 15.4.1941 


We have intercepted a signal almost surely of discovery made from an airplane that at 14:20 
it found 30 miles approximately to south of Pantelleria. And Probable that it has sighted the 
TARIGO convoy. I pray to inform the X CAT in order intervene against aerial reconnaissance 
aircraft or attack to the convoy". 


"From Supermarina to Superaereo 

N. 6224 of 15.4.1941 

From rg. surveys and interceptions it would turn out that the convoy of the escorted German 
steamships by the TARIGO has been sighted from an airplane of the based at Malta. It is prayed 
you to decide for the protection with fighters and a reconnaissance from Malta towards 
Kerkennah". 

But at 15:50 Superaereo telephones Supermarina the message that in official documents 
therefore is recorded. 

"Superaereo informs that the Sicily Air units has communicated that for the hour, the 
conditions at the time, can not take part”. 

At the same time Supermarina the following radio telegraphed order transmitted at 16:00 to 
the TARIGO: "From Kerkennah buoy #4 you head with convoy to Kerkennah buoy #6 
Turgoeness landing." 

and at 17:07 it telegraphed to Tripoli Harbor: 

"... You will dispatch in the first hours tomorrow morning aerial escort and to reinforce the 
naval escort ". 

If the convoy had been with the march timetable table the diversion ordered by Supermarina 
would have had proven effective, but the formation, as we know, was heavily delayed the 
previous day; when it received the order to divert for Turgoeness it still was nailed on the track 
to Kerkennah and it could not do anything other then to continue all the night in its route. 

At 17:15 Superaereo communicates to Supermarina: 

"N 6229 - Following the aerial sighting two S 79 for reconnaissance and interception enemy 
aircraft are departing from Siracusa". 

And an airplane (one only) effectively became airborne, but because of the bad 
meteorological conditions, remained briefly in air 
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time and did not make sights. At 18:45 Superaereo in fact communicates to Supermarina: 

"N 6232 - Aircraft S 79 left in order to carry out vigilance on the convoy has returned to vile 
atmospheric conditions. Wind speed 80 km." 

And from the following report excerpt of the LAMPO the 19:00 notation of: 

"We should according to the transverse rate have made Kuriat, but the coast is not visible 
neither successful in later sighting the beacon. The sea and the wind have fallen, the barometer 
continues to come down, the low haze remains to the horizon. The beacon of Cape Africa can not 
be sighted. I decide that the service of the lookout posts by reinforced and that all the machine- 
gunners remain near their weapons during the night". 

While, later because of the repeated and precise signals of the British reconnaissance aircraft 
OHSF, the naval destroyer JERVIS, NUBIAN, JANUS, MOHAWK broke out of Malta, under 
the command of the cap. di vasc. Mack aboard the JERVIS; at 19:25 the C.te Mack received a 
message of the Admiral of Malta who, based on successive aerial sight, confirmed position and 
route of the convoy at 18:36 and some fix on the speed at 8 knots. The British DD could therefore 
assume the route that it would give them sure position to intercept the TARIGO convoy. Since, as 
we have seen, the Italian-German aerial reconnaissance that evening was completely lacking, 
their presence in sea remained unknown to the Supermarina and to the ships of the convoy. 

At hours 00:44 (according to the report of the JERVIS to which we will always make 
reference for the movements of the British ships) the four the English destroyers they were 
already in the area in which the Italian ships would have had to transverse; not having found them 
approached from north reducing speed and beginning a strong zigzag in order to widen the search 
zone. They turned again for west and therefore for south and at 01:58, the convoy was sighted at a 
distance of 6 miles approximately on Ril. v. 140° approximately. 

In the report of commander Mack it is spoken generically of "sighting", however in the 
report of the NUBIAN, under the timetable at 01:40, is stated exactly: "I make radar contact to 
average to a distance of 12,000 yds on east bearing.” There is a among the two notations an 
sensitive difference, is like the timetable is 
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like direction; and distance of the sight; it is nevertheless to note also in the reports of the 
NUBIAN and MOHAWK a lot to point to sighting before the JERVIS; the NUBIAN indeed 
specifies: 

"At 01:43 hours - it is increasing speed to 25 knots, changed route its as much as necessary 
in order to approach the shadows from the direction of the North, against the moon - ships are in 
single file and they approach the convoy with appreciable 20° red (20° red means 20° from the 
bow towards left), Inclination 010° on the starboard(straight)", 

And the MOHAWK adds: 

"01:45 - This something turns out to be a convoy composed from 5 merchant ships and 3 
Destroyer escort; the JERVIS approach in order to lock under on the starboard", 

- The TARIGO convoy was therefore under control of the enemy from 01:58 in the timeline 
of the timetable indicated by the squadron leader or perhaps from 01:43 taking the like valid 
indication of the NUBIAN, It is however a valid fact that, uncovered the convoy in navigation, 
the British squadron does not attack at once, but maneuver to the north to pass the Italian 
mercantile ships (that is to say on their starboard) and in favorable moon position (facing the 
moon). A logical maneuver and executed to perfection, but no commander of destroyer would 
have ever tried if he had not been sure: first, the enemy could not avoid him in the meantime; 
second, it being impossible in turn of being discovered while in the phase of maneuver. 

The C.te Mack is instead perfectly calm on the first point as he is on the second point 
because of the radar for such tranquility and therefore proceeds against the convoy like a peace 
time practice. He moves north of the convoy, he orders the attack, orders the swing of the torpedo 
tubes, before on one side and then on the other, maneuvers in order to close the distances 
unnoticed, arranged so as to have the cargo vessels outlined very visible against the moon while 
he is in the dark part of the horizon, hence, at 02:20 opens fire a 2,400 yards distance (about 
2,000 meters). 

Also incidentally the time of opening fire there is disagreement between the four English 
destroyers, but as there is no doubt, according to the Italian report, they began the shooting nearly 
at the same time, we can continue to assume 
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which reference to the hour indicated from JERVIS. And it is according to this timetable that 
we find the like, between the moment of sight (01.58), and the moment of opening of fire (02.20) 
are elapsed incredibly 22 minutes. 

Twenty two minutes during which the British knew and saw all of the Italian convoy and 
were conscious that the prey could not escape, and the Italians did not know nor saw, anything of 
the enemy, they remained completely at the mercy, of the night, they had an unbridgeable 
superiority. 

Excerpt from the report of the English JANUS: 

"02:22 Hours -, I open fire on this destroyer at a measured distance of 2,400 yards - from the 
radar and I hit it with the first salvo. This has been the only time in which I have been able to 
calculate the average distance since radar subsequently became very confused by the numerous 
targets. When I noted that this destroyer has been hit I move the shooting on to the tailing 
mercantile ship; they become centered of the shells of the second salvo at a distance of 4,000 yds. 
and after five salvos a fire is developed. The shooting is therefore moved on a the successive 
mercantile ship that takes fire also it for which the shooting it comes suspended. Launched a 
torpedo against the destroyer but without hitting”. 

The fray shortly becomes general. The Italian destroyers reacts to the fire as they can, but the 
attack has been heretofore unexpected that does not have time even to order an increase of speed 
and to order the sending of the crew (that is to say the off duty crew) to combat stations. 
Steamship SABAUDIA, who in the convoy has a position more withdrawn, is hit first: its cargo 
of ammunition explodes devastating the cargo vessel; steamship ARTA tries of ramming an 
enemy unit that it defilades to short distance and does not succeed in the attempt because of the 
ready counter maneuver of English. 

An official report of the Supermarina therefore synthesizes the phases of the action 

"the DD. LAMPO was attacked first; the commander of the destroyer order to the engines to 
all power and to begin firing. The stern turret could may have fired three salvos before being 
demolished from a enemy salvo; the one of the bow was outside field and was also soon 
immobilized. Other damages and damages to personnel 
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personal were aroused before that the unit could: - reach a good speed, - to approach at 240° 
and launch the torpedo (however they did not pick a target). After the launch the ship remained 
immobilized and practically unable to fight. Being removed from enemy, by the effect of the 
current the LAMPO run aground on sand banks of Kerkennah. 

The BALENO was hit in the first salvo that hit the bridge killing the commander and all the 
officers except one; it was approaching and increasing speed in order to enter in the fray, when 
some others subsequently hit the organs of control and the area of the engines and boilers. The 
ship remained immobilized under gun fire and the bursts of the machine-guns. Dragged by the 
current It move towards sand banks where hit bottom in 12 meters”. 

The TARIGO, that was in the head to the formation, was taken under fire some minutes 
latter than the others. At the sound of the first shots from the enemy on the unit aft the 
commander, Capitano di Fregata Pietro De Cristofaro, did not wait a moment to engage in the 
fray giving order to push the engines to all power and approaching all with the bar straight to in 
order to go on the attack. 

In this a way the TARIGO came to transverse between two steamships, already hit and left by 
two enemy DDs., they were watching the formation on the side nearly bordering on the buoys of 
sand banks of Kerkennah, and they had not been seen. Some of them to continue the first 
encounter at a distance of few hundreds of meters. The approached had not been still completed 
and the engines had not accelerated the gear more than of few turns, when was hit by the first 
salvo behind the bridge. The personal was decimated, the commander had his right leg removed, 
communications was destroyed, the rudder was cut and the wheel failed. 

The commander insists to disregard his wound and orders to go to the attack. Some officers 
and some sailors ran to set in action the wheel to starboard. Single guns begun to fire from 
TARIGO, but a second salvo hits the forward gun turret and boiler n. 1 causing an explosion. 
Bursts of machine-gun fire swept the deck. Successive salvos destroyed the forward gun turret, 
she was obstinate to shoot with a single gun (the other had the incatastato stopped), and boiler n. 
3; they hung the fire to the bridge, destroyed the machine-gunner, they made to burst the 
riservette, they broke one of the two mountings 
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torpedo lancers, damaged the engines, they opened wide gashes in the hull. The ship came to 
a stop. The Director of Machine (cap. Luca Balsofiore), already blind, made to himself to perhaps 
lead from the command center for the engines could not himself be more use, perhaps dyeing 
next. There was a minute of quite. Some to the profit of S.7. di Vascello Ettore Besagno Uff. E.T. 
with which some torpedoed crews crippled from the machine gunning and bleeding he succeeded 
in launching the three torpedo of the still intact mounting. Point S. Capo Silurista Marchetti the 
torpedo man and took aim, hitting and sinking the DD. MOHAWK. 

A new heavy discharge of hits is pulled down on the by now sinking TARIGO. 

Stopped the enemy fire, the commander made to send the crew to fire stations, but after, 
inasmuch as the ship was listing dangerously, gave the order of abandonment. 

The officers remained aboard as long as the ship did not sink. 

The steamships ADANA, AEGINA, SABAUDIA endured attack and nearly at the same 
time as the escorting units. The shots that burst in the holds, in which nearly all had motor 
vehicles and gasoline drums, and provoked a fire. The SABAUDIA a few minutes after the first 
blow exploded with great force. 

The SS. ISERLHON, that it was attacked after some minutes of delay, had time to maneuver 
giving the stern to the enemy, but she it did not escape the common fate, taken fire and I sink like 
the others. 

The SS. ARTA was less shot at; it did not have a fire begin aboard, that it was under control, 
and could therefore run aground in 6 meters. 

It was left with the forward part still floating and no damage to the engines and boilers, 
except to the main tube of the steam. 

Ending the short vicious nocturnal fray the British units quickly abandoned the battlefield 
without stopping either to sink the remaining ships afloat nor to recover its shipwrecked. They in 
this way remained afloat the destroyers LAMPO and BALENO and steamship ARTA, berthed or 
run aground between sand banks of the Kerkennah, and remained in part outside of water SS. 
ADANA. At news of the crash, Marilibia organized every means of aid by seaplanes and 
transport aircraft,. 
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by means of to the aerial aid ship - ORLANDO, the following light units: DD. VIVALDI 
(C.te sup. cap. vasc. Galati), DA NOLI, MALOCELLO, DARDO; Torp. CENTAURO, CLIO, 
PERSEO, PARTHENON, SIRTORI. To the recovery work of the shipwrecked participated also 
to the hospital ship ARNO and steamships CAPACITAS and ANTONIETTA LAURO that were 
found at sea near Sfax. Altogether they retrieved 1,271 of the shipwrecked, between members of 
the crews of the ships sunk and transported soldiers. 

Of the units remaining afloat it was possible to recover, with a job that lasted a pair of 
months, the single DD. LAMPO. The BALENO that had some holes in the bottom, I sink in the 
successive afternoon to the action; the ADANA sunk slowly, SS. ARTA, of which the recovery 
appeared impossible, was burned in the night of 26 April by the English submarine UPHOLDER 

In the melee with the TARIGO, as we have seen, the British destroyer MOHAWK was sunk. 
Given the shallow depth in which it rested, laying on a side, remained the task that the possibility 
existed to search in its inside documents secrets and codes. The operation, directed by cap. freg. 
Eliso Porta, was carried out in two attempts: 27 April and 7 May and it did recover of some 
secrets documents of remarkable importance. 

A third attempt on the remains of MOHAWK was organized, under the direction of the C.te 
Porta, on the days of 22 and 23rd of June and did recover of others important war materials, 
among which appeared particularly interesting the "Mediterranean Station Order Book" (orders of 
the day for the Fleet of the Mediterranean) 


4" The Traffic continuous after a short suspension 


British the attack of four destroyer on the TARIGO convoy induced Supermarina to suspend 
for short time the traffic with the Libya. A convoy of four German steamships left the 15th from 
Naples for Tripoli thereafter was diverted to Palermo, SS. ESPERIA, left the 16th from Naples 
was diverted also to Palermo, and the Tanker LUISIANO the 16th was found in navigation had 
order of bear off to Trapani. 
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The pause of the non durable traffic also more than 24 hours. 

In Libya there was in full development an offensive that on 6 April had brought back to Italy 
Benghazi, the operating Army had urgent needs of supply and, consequently, already on the 
morning of the 18th departed from Palermo a convoy of four German steamships that were 
sheltered there - ALIKANTE, MARITZA, SANTA FE’, PROCIDA - with the AVIERE as escort 
(escort commander cap. vasc. Bigi), GENIERE, GRECALE, CAMICIA NERA, TB. Pleiadi; and 
on the afternoon of the 18th leaving Trapani the Tanker LUISIANO escorted by the TB. 
CALLIOPE. The LUISIANO joined then to other convoy formed by NICCOLO' ODERO, 
MADDALENA O., ISARCO, departing from Palermo, and continued with this convoy for 
Tripoli with the escort of TB. POLLUCE, LA FARINA and DD. DA MOSTO, while the 
CALLIOPE remained behind. 

The ALICANTE Convoy reached Tripoli at dawn of the 20th of April. In the successive 
night in Tripoli she was subordinate to violent sea and air bombardment in the course of which 
the English operated against the port of Tripoli - practically defenseless - With three battleships, a 
cruiser and many destroyers with the obvious scope to make Tripoli completely unusable that - in 
spite of the reoccupation of Benghazi - was still the only port in N.A. to which could make to 
flow huge quantitative of materials, but - we endured - they did not achieve their purpose at all. 

At one time, indeed, English Admiralty, had thought to sacrifice the battleship BARHAM 
and a light cruiser for blocking the mouth of the port therefore obstructing the entrance, but to the 
plan was opposed by Adm. Cunningham, who did not want to lose one of his ships of the line 
(although they eventually lost the BARHAM she was sunk in the December by a German 
submarine), and they proposed instead to carry out a massive naval bombardment. 

The heavy nocturnal fire lasted about three quarters of an hour, but the result, as we have 
already pointed out, was very modest since the intense fire action of the battleships did not 
demolish all the harbor equipment and succeeded only in sinking the steamship MAROCCHINO 
and torpedo boat PARTENOPE 
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they did hit but not very serious some other cargo vessel and some light units. 

Many shells of heavy caliber fell in the city, very many in sea. 

The result of the bombardment was therefore modest that in the afternoon of same day the 
21st the "ALICANTE", convoy having completed the unloading, could leave Tripoli complete 
with the escort of the AVIERE Squadron. It returned then to Tripoli because Supermarina had 
suspended the traffic as a result of enemy movements of surface ships in the eastern 
Mediterranean, but at 17:50 of the 22nd, again left for Naples following the Kerkennah route and 
arrived safely at destination in the first hours of the 25 day of April. 

On two fold navigation - round-trip - of the convoy escort commander (cap. di vasc. Luciano 
Bigi) formulated observations that appear particularly interesting because they heighten some 
aspects (and also some deficiencies) of the organization of the convoys and that therefore they are 
reproduced below: 

"In order to allow the convoy Commander in chief the possibility to study the previously route of 
the convoy in relation to the possibility of enemies attacks, I think it is necessary that the relative 
operations order of the mission, rather than a few hours before the departure, comes sent to the 
convoy commander with sufficient advance. 

In such a way it will be possible to the perilous Commander to timely brief the other 
Commanders of the escort ships in order to clarify: proper understanding and to examine the 
provisions that can eventually be taken in order to avoid the possibility of enemy offense actions. 

By day, the unexpected attack of surface ships is rendered difficult by our aerial 
reconnaissance and the distance escort of our cruisers. Data therefore that nocturnal navigation is 
the one that introduces greater danger, the eventual convenience is shown to pass the night in 
proximity of the batteries of Pantelleria or also under the Tunisian coast. 

For such aim it would be opportune to know the areas that better lend to take scope and the 
position of the batteries of Pantelleria or on the Sicilian coast waves patterns to be sure to take 
advantage of the protection. 
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Most times a convoy is escorted at a distance from cruisers and ships of the Fleet, without 
the convoy commander being cognizance to their position and their task. It would be opportune 
that the Commander in chief of the convoy was communicated at least the zone in which they 
operate the national ships. 

And particularly important to avoid enemy aerial sighting of the convoy in the last hours of 
the afternoon. 

To such an aim it would be necessary to decide that towards the evening, when the diurnal 
aerial escort must return (nearly always an hour or two before sunset) to have, in the sky above 
the convoy, nocturnal fighters (1). 

It would be opportune that a convoy commander had the same escort always DDs. so that 
between the Commanders of the several ships can soon be reached a natural and intimate 
understanding that is indispensable in order to operate together. 

Today practically, all the Commandos of ships used for a long time to escort of the convoys 
know mostly the position of the mined fields. Write therefore to endorse this report, much more 
than for the Commanders it is absolutely necessary that the precise acquaintance with the 
positions of obstructions as from one moment to the other can be found because of the need of 
having to maneuver because of the presence of the enemy, to vary the route and course. 

It would be opportune to avoid, within the limits of possibility, that the convoys at sea must 
lengthen the distance or reduction of speed in order to reach the navigation point on the hour 
prescribed, as evidently for every extra hour that the steamships are at sea more and more 
increase the probabilities of being attacked from submarines. 

As have already been pointed out in other reports of navigation, it would be opportune to 
supervise the sections of the routes of the convoys that pass in vicinity of the Tunisian coast. 

During the return it has been met on the route A to 10 miles to North of Kerkennah (and 30 
mls. from the coast), Tunisian boats that are much to small size sure to be adapted to fishing and 
surely much to small to be adapted to deep sea fishing and for the strange behavior of the six 
Arabs who were aboard, it was given the precise suspicion that it was found just on the route of 
the convoys for reporting 


(1) Neither Italy nor Germany had in existence a nocturnal fighter. 
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passage, the formation, the number of ships, etc. An inspection aboard has not given any 
result”. 

It has been seen more over that the Tanker LUISIANO, left from Trapani for Tripoli, It 
become a member of the NICOLO' ODERO convoy along the route. The formation of the three 
steamships and the tanker reached the waters of Tripolitania just as the naval bombardment 
against the port was raging, but sufficient to the mercantile ships to keep outside of the battered 
zone undisturbed since the Commander of the British force did not think to detach not even a 
destroyer to search for any arriving convoys. DD POLLUCE (C.te Marzi), escort to the NICOLO' 
ODERO-LUISIANO convoy, moves indeed towards one British ship in the hope to successfully 
attack, but the English Fleet reverses course and it departs before the dawn began to lighten and 
in such a way the munificent purpose of TB. POLLUCE came away frustrated. 

The same day the 21st the convoy, comprised the tanker, entered a Tripoli and began to 
unload. 

On the routes approaching Tripoli the activity of the enemy submarines lasted while always 
active did not hesitate to bring them under attack also against small ships or small tonnage, 
perhaps for the difficulty in reaching the larger ships always heavily escorted. 

On 21st of April is in fact an attack carried out from a submarine against the small MS. 
ROSA near Tagiura. Excerpts extract from the report of the ship commander, S. 7. Guidotti, more 
than any other to bring to light the technical continuation of ships verses the underwater 
adversaries: 

"21 April 1941. - 12:00 hours we leave the port of Tripoli. At 14:00 hours we round Tagiura 
point, distance approximately 1 mile. 

Continue to hug the coast at a distance of approximately 1 mile. 

Towards 14:15 hours we notice to portside stern on our left a wake that nearly catches up to 
us towards the portside, soon spot a second wake. I realize to avoid the torpedo and I give the 
order full rudder to starboard, full speed towards the already near coast and 
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go to explode on the coast to approximately 1 1/2 miles to the East of Tagiura point. At this 
time we see astern a submarine surfacing at the distance of approximately 1.8 miles and to aim 
the bow in direction of 75° being already at the maximum speed. 

Immediately I open fire with the machine-gun in order to try to hit them, I order a signal of 
alarm to the light house of Tagiura and at the same time we raise the danger signal. 

Ship by now in shoals of 6 meters we ground. We continue to observe the submarine that 
departs at more and more to the maximum speed". 

Benghazi was reoccupied by Italian-Germans troops 6 April 1941, but the port was to 
blocked by wreckage and to much exposed to enemy attack before large convoys from Italy could 
be started. In the realistic sense, as we will see better later on and it turns out obvious from the 
summary of the traffic (Appendix I), no ship of important tonnage docked at Benghazi during all 
of 1941. 

During the month of April, then, there were sent only small ships, with more motor-sail 
boats in the coastal traffic from and to Tripoli, tugs, some cargo vessel of modest dimensions. 
Among the former is the naval auxiliary ship RAMB III (C.te C. C. Pierleoni), reached Benghazi 
on 13 April with a cargo of German gasoline already in drums, and departed for Tripoli on the 
15th. The navigation of RAMB III was carried out without events worthy of retelling. Interesting 
is instead that the commander of the small motor-ship writes on the purpose of the cargo in his 
report: "Because of the energetic insistence of the Commission he embarks German - the C.te C. 
C. Pierleoni specifies - have been loaded for departure 1,100 tons of gasoline, while the 
maximum cargo capacity amounts to a total of 1,000 tons., by using the corridors to the after crew 
dormitory hold the excess... ". 

For the unloading we refer to com. te Pierleoni he writes: "Because of the curfew the harbor 
aborigines (of Benghazi) suspended at 17:30 hours of the afternoon. 

Although every day this limited the active period of disembarkation, in total 48 was needed 
hours for all the fuel to be deposited on the dock of the Mole and this had become true since, in 
the night give 
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13 and the 14, the crew of this ship, nobody excluded, although the onerous period of 
previous navigation, had begun and ended the unloading of approximately 400 tons of fuel. This 
job had been executed with firm determination and high spirit of competition between the 
watches of the bow and stern and had been carried out to the singing of patriotic hymns of the 
mother land. 

In morning and the afternoon of the day of the 15th they are successful with aid to the harbor 
aborigines, so as to avoid some hour of delay could obligate the ship to further days of pause and 
therefore block the limited berthing area of the wharf. 

The German military Authority has repeatedly expressed to the Command aboard its lively 
and enthusiastic admiration, and, while, I feel its my duty to report to High Command the 
behavior of my crew". 

As we looks at this one discharge 1,100 tons of gasoline in barrels - a easy handled cargo - 
they necessary took more than 48 hours, while in port no other mercantile ship was able to unload 
or discharge cargo. 

A second mission of the same kind was carried out by the same RAMB III between the 22 
and 24 April for gasoline and ammunition transport. Also this time the capacities was in excess of 
1000 tons of materials and also this time the unloading demanded a good 48 hours of time 
although the crew aboard contributed to the job. 


5" The ARCTURUS Convoy 

21 April at 17:00 left from Naples for Tripoli a convoy formed from German steamships 
ARCTURUS, CASTELLON, LEVERKUSEN, and by the Italian JULIA, escorted by the DD. 
FOLGORE (escort commander) SAETTA, TURBINE, STRALE. 

The convoy, to which was joined the Ger. SS. WACHFELS, left from Palermo, started on 
the route for Tripoli by way of Kerkennah, but after 13:00 aerial reconnaissance had sighted at 
Malta some light surface ships, the escort was reinforced, in the Channel of Sicily, from the 
BANDE NERE Cur. Division. (Amm. Porzio Giovannola), CADORNA, escorted by the DD. 
MAESTRALE, SIROCCO. 
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the Division was combined with the convoy in the late afternoon of 23 April near buoys 3 
and 4 of the Kerkennah and continues in direction of Tripoli maintaining during the night the 
position of escort in the stern flank of the convoy. 

Passage from the report of the Amm. Porzio Giovanola: "As it had been established, the 
rendezvous of the Division with the convoy happened in the afternoon of the 23rd in the zone to 
the East of Kerkennah. After the acknowledgment the SIROCCO was detached temporary in 
order to approach the escort for agreements, still in the diurnal hours, approximately the routes to 
cover during the night. After the sunset the Division has maintained in the stern flank of the 
Convoy covering several routes regarding the march director. A few minutes after 22:00 hours 
have noticed in distance the direction of Tripoli tracer A/A fire were under an aerial Bombing. 
Subsequently to 00.44 hours it was clearly noticed in the direction 80° true, illustration beams 
followed from an intense action of shooting in which they were very visible with the colors 
luminous. I could not distinguish directly the flashes of the artilleries fire, but only the flares that 
these referred, if I deduced that the course of action was to go to a place not an inferior distance 
of 30 miles. The route was thought therefore prudent to go away from this area changing 
directing and formation. The convoy reordered the spacing of own initiative so that it was not 
necessary to make use of the radio. 

The convoy and the Division were detained in the area of Tourgeness where several routes 
come together the day before continuing for the landing. The beacon of Tourgeness was not 
sighted and it was thought to be extinguished. 

During all the night the ships was action stations for immediate participation by the crews. 
As by order of Supermarina the Division within to Tripoli in wait leaving again before the sunset 
in order to return to Palermo. During the return the communication from Supermarina was 
received that in the Malta Area there was a SOUTHAMPTON type cruiser and 5 DDs. Based on 
these indications an increase of speed was in order to diminish the probabilities of encounter in 
the night precluding the possibility of an encounter between the 01.00 and the 03.00 of the 25th in 
the zone comprised between Kerkennah and Lampedusa. During all the route was maintained 
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crew to general quarters intensifying to the maximum vigilance and holding the crews ready 
for immediate action. Passing Lampedusa without sighting it was decided best to cover the 
western routes in order to avoid an eventual encounter at dawn on the routes for landfall at Cape 
San Marco. 

And noting, the understanding intensified enemy activity in the area of the Sicilian Channel 
to hinder or to intercept our traffic. We Seen unable to prevent the enemy in the diurnal hours 
from sighting in the area from Marettimo to Lampedusa the convoys that approach Libya, and 
given the ability with which light forces supported from cruisers can move from Malta after the 
sunset in time to intercept convoys on the Kerkennah - Zuara routes; it seems likely to present the 
opportunity that this last section is carried out by the convoys in diurnal hours with convenient 
support of naval ships in a position to oppose the actions of enemy cruisers. In any case the 
precaution to maintain the Division in close support astern of this convoy, requires the naval force 
to maintain a slow speed in a very dangerous area. It was believed opportune therefore to make 
the Division vary route several times to tilting the direction of march to be able to maintain a veil 
over the convoy's the direction of advance without going out of our way. Experience has 
demonstrated the particular vulnerability and the possibility inside of the obliged routes in 
proximity of the buoys off Kerkennah and therefore would be opportune for the escort to mine 
sweep the route ahead for normal and magnetic mines as well as A.S.W vigilance. " 

From the report of the commanding admiral of the Division the serious difficulties emerge 
clearly which the cruiser Division encountered while charge of the convoy escort required to sail 
at rather low speed. Such difficulties were particularly sensitive in the nocturnal hours for 
scattered along inside the route (you had the DIAZ was sunk by submarine just during the 
nocturnal escort to a convoy), since, against a nocturnal attack delivered from of surface ship 
endowed with radar, the cruisers had very little possibilities of reaction also once they were ahead 
of the forces. Particularly unsuited to a nocturnal combat at a short range distance appeared that 
the BANDE NERE type cruisers, 
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completely you deprive of armor plate, were susceptible of being damaged seriously even 
from the 120 mm shells from the JERVIS type or TRIBAL type naval destroyer normally 
employed by the British against our traffic. 

The ARCTURUS convoy, however, reached undamaged at Tripoli, arriving after a heavy 
aerial attack on the city. 

On the same night in which the ARCTURUS convoy it was sailing off the coast of 
Kerkennah, with the protection of the BANDE NERE division, the British 14th destroyer 
squadron (JERVIS) was at sea to search for the Italian cargo vessels in navigation in the Channel 
of Sicily. It did not succeed in intercepting the ARCTURUS convoy, that evidently represented 
its objective, - and it is difficult to establish who would have had the upper hand if the JERVIS 
had met the BANDE NERE in the night; it encountered instead in the motor-ship EGEO who 
had departed from Tripoli for Palermo on the 16th at 23:00. 

The four British destroyers JERVIS, JUNO. JAGUAR, JANUS - sighted motor-ship (c.te cap. 
freg. Ugo Fiorelli) in the waters to South of Lampedusa as 00.30 hours, but as is customary, did 
not open fire. They maneuvered in order reach a position and the distance from which was more 
convenient for them and so at 00.40 began the attack, at the same time in which a lookout the 
EGEO noticed shadows silhouetted on the starboard at a distance appreciated between 1000 and 
2000 meters. The first salvo of the English destroyers reached the motor-ship under the bridge 
and seriously injuring some sailors; it destroyed moreover the w.t. station, so that the EGEO 
could not even emit the distress beacon; sweep the entire main deck, the boats, leaving dead 
about the ship. Some explosions in the area of the engines interrupting the fuel line to the fuel oil. 
The ship answered to the enemy fire as it could, then slowly arrest while aboard began to catch 
fire. 

Destroyed to all the organs of command after a few minutes from the beginning of the 
action, with the ship in condition of sinking, to the commander did not remain except to order the 
abandonment of the ship. Some on survivors took their place in the boats, others were thrown into 
the sea for escape to sooner the nonstop the fire of the British destroyers. 

In homage to an ethical principle that in this war has found in our Navy a deep respect as 
well as how much 
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spontaneous, Commander Fiorelli, although unharmed refusal to follow his men in the little 
boats that were possible to lower: he remained aboard, disappeared with the EGEO, ended from 
two torpedoes launch from the destroyer JUNO. 

All that remained at sea, a cargo of shipwrecked, one rescue launch, one small boat and a life 
Raft. The launch in which the 2nd in Command of the motor-ship (7. V. Aniello Guida) was 
sheltered remained in the area until the dawn in the hope recovering still some survivor and four 
in fact were taken aboard; thereafter it headed for Lampedusa by force of the paddles while the 
other boats effected by the sea and the current were dispersed in several directions. Only the 
launch succeeded to make land; only the 36 men who occupied it survived of the 120 sailors and 
officers who formed the crew of the motor-ship. 

On the 25th April departing from Naples for Tripoli convoy BIRMANIA, RIALTO, 
MARBURG, KIBFELS, REICHENFELS escorted by the TB. PROCIONE (Escort Commander 
Cap. cory. Riccardo Imperiali), ORIONE, CASTORE, and from DD. EURO and FULMINE. 

The Marco Polo convoy (c.fe militare il cap. freg. Tanzini) escorted by the TB. ORSA, but 
the convoy do not continue to sail for North Africa: it was diverted outside of Palermo, therefore 
subdivided between Messina and Augusta, partially for the stormy sea, partially as a result of 
enemy naval forces movement of to the east and in the Channel of Sicily. Departs definitively 
from the ports of eastern Sicily in the night between the 29 and 30 April directed to Tripoli, 
passing to the north of Sicily, and therefore on the route of Kerkennah, pre-chosen in order to still 
hold the convoy ships as far away as possible from enemy surface forces in motion in the Eastern 
Mediterranean. 

The resulting convoy therefore was formed from the steamships MARCO POLO, 
BIRMANIA, RIALTO, MARBURG, KIBFELS, REICHENFELS, escorted by the TB. 
PROCIONE (Escort commander), CASTORE, CANOPO, ORSA and by the destroyers 
FULMINE and EURO. Comprising six cargo vessels and six units of escort. 

At 12:50, in the passage of Kerkennah, the convoy endured an attack 
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of submarine torpedoes whose, that were avoided with the maneuver, passed between the cargo 
vessels. 

On the 21st the formation entered in port. In consideration of the movements of enemy naval 
ships which we have already made written, the Supermarina decided that, for the protection of the 
convoy to sent to sea the "TRIESTE" and "DUCA DEGLI ABRUZZI" Divisions. But neither the 
large heavy cruisers nor their destroyer of escort had the occasion to take part in the defense of 
the cargo vessels. 
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CHAPTER VII 
THE CONSISTENCY OF THE MERCANTILE SHIP 


1° A Memorandum of the Supermarina 

Before proceeding further it is opportune reproduce here a memorandum written by 
the Supermarina for the Supreme Command in order to emphasize the conditions in 
which the traffic with Libya are being carried out, and for showing them the operating 
situation in the Mediterranean in all its aspects, to call finally to their attention on the 
crisis of the tonnage that, in the spring of 1941, already began to take shape. 

With fast, but exact combination, Supermarina represents the logistical and 
organizational difficulties of the operation "transport to Libya" and does not neglect to 
report on the threat to all traffic that is incumbent in "the English forces that could very 
soon adopt attack procedures decidedly dangerous to our traffic creating most just the 
indefensible situation. " Appreciation that did not have confirmation from the reality of 
the facts, only because the English Fleet never thought of having to carry all the weight 
of its force against the intense marine traffic that Italy developed between the Metropolis 
and the Colony. 

Against a drastic action exercised from the British Fleets of Alexandria and 
Gibraltar, Battleships at least 5 (to which could have added recently commissioning 
PRINCE of WALES), 3 aircraft carriers, dozens of cruisers and wide group of torpedo 
boats and destroyers, to bring against us in April’ 41 would have had insufficient forces to 
oppose. And that is to say only one modern battleship (VITTORIO VENETO was under 
repair for the torpedo from Gaudo), two modernized, and six heavy cruisers (comprised 
the two ABRUZZI). The one odd 
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contrast between the two forces are obvious and become clear then when account is kept 
that the Italian naval forces did not have any aircraft carriers nor an aviation under the 
direct command of the Naval Command, when it is considered that the lost could not be 
replaced in some way and that the repairing damaged units always becoming more and 
more difficult every day that passed. Instead for our adversary the repairs could also be 
carried out in Americans yards and as far as the eventually replacement of the large units 
sunk, it does not go forgotten that in the spring '41 England, beyond to the naval units 
that we have listed, had outside of Mediterranean others the ten battleships and some 
thirty of practically inactive cruisers. 

The drastic British offensive action was not; though logical as Supermarine if it was 
attend and mean, with the memorandum n. 81 of the 25 April 1941, than here under 
transcribe, the possibility and the catastrophic consequence that can derive from: 


"MEMORANDA N. 81 -- 
THE MILITARY OPERATIONS IN THE 
MEDITERRANEAN AND TRANSPORTS 


1) Until today the traffic with Libya and Albania have been able to maintain because 
the enemy have been limited to attacking with insidious and aerial means, and have very 
rarely raided with surface ships. 

The protection could therefore normally be entrusted to torpedo boats and airplane. 
Irregularly they have been employed greater units and, when the threat appeared not 
contrastable, (nearness in the zone of battleships) have suspended for some day the 
departures of the convoys. 

2) And legitimate to presume that, when the English naval forces have disengaged 
from the protection of the convoys between Greece and Egypt, will farces very precarious 
situation. Given the losses already suffered in the light ship in the Mediterranean (13 DD. 
and 10 TB.), in order to make front always increasing 
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requirements of the escorts, we have had to dissuade five DD. squadrons from the service of fleet 
and nearly all the Torpedo boats assigned to the Departments and the defense of the Channel of 
Sicily. 

This has reduced nearly of the all possibility of employment of the fleet and prevents its 
systematic unavoidable training, as well as that of the departmental forces. The unfair allocation 
of 8 torpedo boats to the German Command of the will worsen Aegean still the situation. 

3) Derives that the ship, above all that soldier, already working from some month to the limit 
of the endurance of the men and that therefore it is not possible to intensify the transports for 
bring into (line) to more intensive activity of the troops located in I.N.A. Insufficient contribution 
will be able to give to the incorporation of the small Yugoslav ship and the competition of some 
escort units of small tonnage, transportable for fluvial way, than they could be demanded to the 
Germany. 

4) In the cares of the operations in N.A.I. the situation is worrisome also in the cares of the 
steamships available, after the current losses, until today in the Mediterranean, of 68 units 
mercantile for 235,060 tons., ships hit in navigation over the multiple routes of the traffic or in the 
ports for aerial bombing. 

But, even if we had unlimited tonnage, a limit for unsurpassable hours of transport is 
represented by the absorption abilities of the Libyan ports, that it is of approximately 3500 tons. 
every day for Tripoli and 700 for Bengali. Figures that are not added, since, Tripoli remains for 
the great majority of cargos the port of transit and distribution. 

It is not expectable that such capacities can be increased, because the frequent airplane 
attacks and the difficulty to increase the insufficient air defense compromises the regularity of the 
unloading operations. 

5) As long as Malta and Crete will not be neutralized, quick departure will always have the 
possibility to execute surprise especially quick nocturnal, the contrastable difficultly, towards our 
transports to Libya, against which will come intensified also attacks of bombers and torpedo 
bombers. 

Impedes the threat moreover of all the English forces, they would soon expiration adopt 
action procedures 
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decidedly offensives against our traffic creating q indefensible situation. 

In such eventuality there would not be a single remedy of the remarkable effectiveness: of 
reducing the distances via sea, using the ports of "Northern Tunisia". 

As little as we have said more over, the memorandum of Supermarina out lines realistically a 
lot of the existing situation and the tragedy that could derive in the Mediterranean in case the 
enemy had adopted "action procedures decidedly offensives". 

Also totally adherent to the facts it is the situation of the light ships represented from 
Supermarina. Those who follow to the end our historical reconstruction of the "battle of the 
Libyan convoys" will become sure by accounts of the torments which they were subordinates in 
continuous motion nearly uninterrupted by naval destroyer and torpedo boats between Italy and 
Libya for convoy escorts. 

And here we must add, anticipating the time, that if in spring of 1941, some squadrons of naval 
destroyer (of the "Soldati" type) were still assigned to the escort service of the Ships of Fleet, this 
was not possible to begin in November-December '41. With 1942 then the Fleet practically did 
not have any naval destroyers at its disposal because the light ships were entirely employed for 
escort of the convoys. Optimistic the memorandum appears instead when it refers to the 
absorption abilities of the Libyan ports. The tonnages indicated by Supermarina was never 
reached. In effect Tripoli could unload daily much less than 3500 tons. The Supermarina 
suppository that Benghazi, in the 25 date of April, it was not in a position to receiving any 
steamships as we have seen. Needing all of May to pass before some cargo vessel of modest 
tonnage can be started to Benghazi. The unloading capacity of this port was around, during all 
1941, on the average of +500 tons every daily. 

Interesting then, in the memorandum, at that specific crisis of traffic introduced a single 
remedy: the use of the ports from northern Tunisia. A remedy that unfortunately was not ever 
possible to adopt because of the obstinate opposition of the Germans. Or, better, only adopt it in 
November 1942, after 
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Anglo-American invasion of N.A., when by now it was too much late. The occupation of Tunisia 
in November '42 had in fact the single result to provoke the fruitless sacrifice of men, ships, 
means, ammunitions, fuel. 


2" The Mercantile Ship 


Not completely justified the assertion that the loss of 68 mercantile ships for 235.000 g.s.t. 
has created a degradation of the situation for traffics with the I. N. A. 

The 68 lost mercantile ships, like as stated in memorandum n. 81, had been destroyed at sea 
and port and all 19 areas of the Mediterranean (for the difference with the figures is that we noted 
only the ships sunk in navigation for the Libyan traffic), but they were only a small share of the 
ship at the disposition of Italy at the start of the war. 

For this purpose, and in order to supply a clear panorama of the course of the "battle of the 
Libyan convoys", it is indeed opportune here to bring back continuation some statistical elements 
on the consistency of the Italian mercantile ship greater than 500 g.s.t. at the beginning of the 
conflict, and the fate that such ship had in consequence of the war events. 

The ship (ships over 500 g.s.t.) possessed by Italy to the start of the war numbered 786 ships 
for g.s.t. 3,318,129. 

At the outbreak of the war, because, a large number of ships, and mainly the faster, the more 
efficient, the finest ships were outside of the Mediterranean. Political considerations and financial 
institutions (need of hard currency) had induced the Government not to recall the countries 
mercantile ships when the war was determined and imminent; the beginning of the hostilities 
surprised therefore outside of the Mediterranean more than a third of the mercantile fleet and, 
remained, 212 ships for g.s.t. 1,216,637. Such ships were lost by Italy in departure, before a 
single gun shot, for reasons completely beyond the conduct of wartime operations 

Consequently the ship available to Italy was reduced to 574 ships for 2,101,492 g.s.t.. To 
which they go but added 
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the German ships presents in the Mediterranean who were employed for the supply of the armies 
located overseas and since there were 56 such ships for t.s.1. 203.512, the number of mercantile ships over 
500 tons gross weight at the disposition of Italy, for war traffics, numbered 630 for t.s.1. 2,305,005. 

Yet all of these ships were not usable, and was used, for those marine communications with the Libya 
that we are here considering, is because large share of the ship in issue was formed from ships of the 
insufficient speed and most modest efficiency and, because Italy had to not only supply to the traffic with 
Libya, but also to the costal traffic along the Peninsula, to the communications with the islands, the traffic 
with Tunisia where vital goods reached Italy, mainly phosphates, and to the supply to the army operating in 
Greece and Albania. 

This last supply assumed indeed, for a moment, such importance to absorb a large amount of the 
tonnage that originally for the Libyan coasts. 

To indicate which exactly and how many ships came used for the Libyan traffic is impossible 
because, while some steamships, tankers, motor-ships mostly served the communications with the Libya, 
many other mercantile ships passed from one to the other front repeatedly, according to the requirements of 
the moment. We abstain therefore at fixing a numerical data that lacking of would be meant, but is clear, 
from the figures that we have enunciated more over, than the loss of 68 mercantile ships - recorded to 25 
April 1941 - could not still represent worry element, much more than some than such ships they were of 
very modest efficiency. 

It represented, this report, an alarm for the situation that could happen in case the losses had to go up 
quickly. And it was those that happened to leave from the goal of, 42 in then, especially for the tankers. But 
in spring of 1941 - we repeat - the consistency of the mercantile ship available in Italy still had not reached 
a worrisome level. 

We will return again to the argument; we while repeat the data sighted at the conclusion of the chapter 
2, that is that in the 31 months 
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of the fight in Libya (10 June 1940-23 January 1943) the mercantile traffic involved: 

n. 1,789 Steamships-trips for total 8,821,566 t.s.1., grouped into 896 convoys. To these 
figures we must add those that they refer to navigations completed from units of war, always in 
the picture of the supply of Libyan; such units carried out: 460 round-trips for direct transport; 
1,913 units-trips for escort service. 


3" Insidious mean against the traffic 


The active enemy offensive action in the central Mediterranean was not (until the end) and 
therefore the traffic was opposed essentially from enemy insidious means: mines, aircrafts and 
submarines. 

Victims of such means were , among others, the German steamships ARCTURUS and 
LEVERKUSEN during navigation for the return to Italy. Deported from Tripoli on the 24th in a 
convoy, under the escort, as we have seen, of the FOLGORE squadron and the BANDE NERE 
Division, left again at 16:00 of the 30th of April. The convoy the that departed was therefore 
formed from: mercantile Germanic steamships ARCTURUS, LEVERKUSEN, CASTELLON, 
WACHFELS, Italian SS. GIULIA: 

Escort: DD. FOLGORE (Escort Commander CAP freg. Giuriati), TURBINE, SAETTA, 
STRALE. 

The convoy was moreover protected, in indirect way, from the 3rd and 8th the naval 
Division that had accompanied the MARBURG convoy to Tripoli. 

While the ARCTURUS convoy; at 11:50 on the 1st of May, was in proximity of buoy n. 5 of 
the Kerkennah, two explosions nearly at the same time were took place on the hulls of the 
ARCTURUS and of the LEVERKUSEN, leaders of the two columns on which the convoy was 
formed. 

Steamship ARCTURUS sink nearly at once; the LEVERKUSEN remained instead well 
afloat and could undertake navigation in order to re-enter Tripoli under tow of naval destroyer 
SAETTA. But it was newly hit, probably from submarine, and sink it 
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the shipwrecked of both steamboats were recovered by the SAETTA and taken to Tripoli, 
while the others three cargo vessels proceeded to Naples which they reached at dawn of 3 May 
escorted by the FOLGORE, STRALE, TURBINE. 

On the completed mission the C.te Escort Commander therefore reports: 

"How much me has been reported from the Commanders of the two units of escort and from 
the Liaison Officer of SSs. CASTELLON, WACHFELS and GIULIA, it has confirmed my first 
impression and verified that the explosions on SSs. ARCTURUS and LEVERKUSEN had been 
caused from explosions of magnetic mines. 

The torpedoing hypothesis I think must be discarded for the following reasons: 

- Shoal bottom: also admitted that the launch had been carried out from 2000 meters of distance, 
the SM. it would have had to maneuver in 20-25 meters of bottom; its maneuver moreover would 
have been extremely difficult for the conditions of the sea, somewhat rough. 

- No sight of the submarine or wakes of torpedo on part of the escorting units, the 
Steamships or the aircraft at that moment above the formation. 

- the units hit was the leader of the two columns and at the moment of the explosion were 
exactly abreast; the DD. TURBINE was found the starboard side of the formation, little of astern 
to the units hit and therefore in the conditions for observing eventual wakes sure. 

- the explosion on SS. LEVERKUSEN sure has happened to the center to starboard; the 
Liaison Officer of SS. CASTELLON, that followed in the wake the ARCRURS, has assured to 
have seen the explosion on the ARCTURUS of stern on the left. 

The hypothesis of collision against berthed mines must also be discarded is for shoals depth 
(18-20 meters) and because the two columns were continuing exactly in the wake the FOLGORE 
and the STRALE who was sweeping. It has not been possible to assess if at that moment of the 
detonation the two SSs. had in motion the antimagnetic apparatus. I think nevertheless probable 
because the commanders of the Germanic steamships have orders to always hold the apparatus in 
function in area of shoals. 
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I do not have relative elements of verification of the second explosion the on SS 
LEVERKUSEN that caused the sinking". 

On the object of the submarine that attacked the convoy underway, the c.te Giuriati writes: 

"the submarine sighted on the 22nd of April at 22.50 hours by the DD. TURBINE on the 
starboard of the convoy near Marettimo has been clearly distinguished, on the surface, at a 
distance of approximately 2500 meters. And be also possible to recognize the shape that the 
commander of the DD. TURBINE thinks to be of a submarine of French type with two guns on 
deck. The TURBINE had maneuvered to drive on the submarine but that is dropped the attack 
thoughtlessly quick: the TURBINE then begun the systematic hunt with the total launch of 18 
DCs. At 24.00 I made them stop the hunt by ordering to the TURBINE to catch up with the 
convoy. 

At 15:41 hours of the 23rd of April, to mg. 2.9 for 320° from the buoy n. 1 of Kerkennah 
DD. TURRBINE it sights another submarine: the commander has then reported to me to have 
seen the Top of a periscope emerged astern of the convoy, while this had begun the approached 
for buoy n. 5. From part of the DD. TURBINES it has been begun the reaction with DCs. but the 
DD. had to desist because the Depth charges in most probably did not burst for the insufficient 
depth of (20-25 meters). 
I think most probably that I the met 23 boats April in the area of the buoys of Kerkennah make 
part of the intelligence of the enemy. Although the inspections has not found anything abnormal 
or suspicious and has verified the absence of mass media r.t., the attitude of these boats, firm or 
nearly, exactly on the Pantelleria-buoy n. | route, at the time in which two convoys journeyed 
have been such to make me think that the occupants, aborigines Tunisians and self-styled 
fishermen, make use just of them appearing harmless in order to gather information and to as an 
example to transmit to the enemy precious information and that the submarines in ambush and the 
airplane cannot supply, like the names of the escorting units. 

And in any case without of doubt that it is possible and in easy realizable connection also if 
such boats is with a submarine in ambush in the area. 
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Only for such eventuality I think would be right to proceed in the more radical way against them sinking 
the boats and capturing the crews under suspicion of espionage: it is sure that such action would come 
sooner or later to the acquaintance of the Tunisian authorities and for this single reason I have avoided it, in 
the doubt of consequent political repercussions, on whose convenience in the moment I current lacks 
essentials for judgment. 

I ask for instructions with regard to the future. 

And continuous and intense patrolling, on part of airplane of the C.A. T. and Italians, the aerial 
reconnaissance. 

Instead the aerial reconnaissance has been irregular on part of Italian aircraft that give those of the 
C.A.T. For several hours as well as in the area of the Channel of Sicily as in the Tyrrhenian it is lacking 
totally the aerial reconnaissance service or from bombers that after short permanence on the sky of the 
formation went away without being replaced". 
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CHAPTER VIII 
NAVAL DIVISIONS IN ESCORT SERVICE 
1“ The navigation of Large convoys 


At 1:15 on 4 May departed from Naples, heading to Tripoli a convoy formed by 
the: 

cargo vessels: VICTORIA, GRITTI, VENIERO, FOSCARINI, BARBARIGO, 
CALITEA, ANKARA; 

Escort: DD. VIVALDI (Chief Escort), DA NOLI, MALOCELLO, TB. PECASO, 
ORIONE, CASSIOPEA. 

Route for the strait of Messina and to the east of Malta. 5 May at 09:30 left 
Tripoli for Naples the convoy: 

mercantile ships: MARCO POLO, RIALTO, MARBURG, KIBFELS, 
REICHENFELS; 

Escort: TB. PROCIONE (Chief Escort), ORSA, CENTAURO, CIGNO, 
PERSEO; Ct. EURO, FULMINE also with a route to east of Malta. 

In order to altogether cover the movement of the two important convoys, 
grouping 12 cargo vessels, took to sea the 7th the naval Division composed of the 
cruisers EUGENIO DI SAVOIA (Amm. P. Casardi), AOSTA, ATTENDOLO, escorted 
by Ct. PIGAFETTA, DA MOSTO, DA VERAZZANO, ZENO, DA RECCO. 

The establish presence at Malta of British light units totally justified therefore an 
immense deployment of forces in order protect the twelve cargo vessels of the two 
convoys from every possible surprise of surface ships. Navigation was carried out 
moreover undisturbed, because the enemy did not give signs of life. 

Amm. Casardi therefore reports, the essential parts of the navigation: 
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"At 20:03 with two successive ones approached to a time the Division have taken to place 
in head to the convoy (VICTORIA convoy), distance of approximately 3000 meters - the DD. are 
therefore in advanced escort capacity. 

Ihave chosen this device of nocturnal march (DD. in advanced escort - cruisers in line - 
convoy in three columns with lateral escort) in order to allow to the cruisers and the DDs. of the 
Division to react against enemy surface ships attacking in the more dangerous and more probable 
fields without being disturbed from the maneuvers of the steamships and their escort and in order 
to move against these and get away without enduring losses. I considered the direct escort of the 
convoy sufficient in order to assure the protection from attacks from astern, small plausible given 
the position of the enemy bases and the speed of the convoy. Until sunset the convoy had aerial 
escort of bombers and fighter aircraft. For this reason and because the visibility was limited by a 
low haze, I think that the TF. was not sighted. 

Nocturnal navigation proceeded regularly. 

At 05:45 have begun to maneuver in order to bring the Division, on the combining Malta- 
convoy. I have maintained zigzag said for all the day position remaining in sight of the convoy. 

At 06:40 the meet first aircraft of escort: the acknowledgment beacons have been 
exchanged. 

The escort has been assured from maritime reconnaissance seaplanes and bomber aircraft. 

At 14:26 the convoy has sighted the MARCO POLO. At 14:25 assumed direction of 
travel 16th Division has been maintained zigzag of ahead to second convoy while the first headed 
for Tripoli. At the same time I have sent the DD. DA VERAZZANO to communicate with optical 
signals to the chief escort ship (PROCIONE) the orders of the Supermarina of the approximate 
the route to follow, and to give approximate instructions the route for nocturnal travel and the 
maneuver of the convoy in case of it enemy attack. 

At 19:50 I have taken to place ahead of the convoy (MARCO POLO convoy) distance m. 
4000. The DD. DA MOSTO has sighted and sunk a mine in lat. 34°22'30"N. e long. 14°55'E 
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Also during the day of the 5th visibility it was bad. And it was possible that the convoys 
at sea had not been sighted. 

Nocturnal navigation has been carried out regularly. Indication of equal travel to that of 
the previous night. The night approach was executed, although their amplitude, Effortlessly even 
from a convoy without to make beacons. 

At 05:45 the drawn escort near the convoy and taken place has let on its Sn. At 06:04 
hours the first airplane of escort was sighted. I proceed zigzagging at 16 knots”. 

To emphasize, in the aforesaid report, the Admiral it has had to detach a its fighters in 
order to communicate with the Chief Escort of the convoy departing from Tripoli. That why after 
the first of May 1941 all light units used for escort of convoys still were not equipped with ultra 
short wave wireless apparatuses, of limited and not radio diction finder capacity. 

The cargo vessels then were not equipped at all, that rendered communications difficult 
and laborious within the convoy and at night - when the optical signaling could not be used - 
rendered for the chief escorts impossible the transmission of orders in case of emergency’. 

The units of both convoys, which we have listed more over, reached without 
inconvenience the ports of destination 

In the night between the 7 and 8 May they lost, the naval action, the MS. CAPITANO 
CECCHL, a requisitioned banana boat and enrolled in the military as an auxiliary cruiser, and the 
P.fo TENACE (1.140 g.s.t.). The MS. CAPITANO CECCHI loaded with motor vehicles and 
explosives and the TENACE were outside of the port, near Tajunes, when the 01:00 
approximately of 8 May, the cruiser AJAX and DD. HOTSPUR, HAVOCK and IMPERIAL 
reached in waters of Benghazi without to have been preventively sighted. 

While the cruiser illuminated the city and the port with Star Shells, the DDs. distance of 
4-5,000 meters opened fire from their batteries, the bombardment lasted approximately a score of 
minutes doing thankfully insufficient damages. Their action completed the British units went 
away towards the west and then sighted MS. CECCHI and the TENACE. Both the mercantile 
ships came quickly centered and in 
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from the naval destroyer. The motor-ship exploded sweeping up in its loss the commander 
and 25 men of the crew; the TENACE was carried in dry without human losses. 

And interesting to notice that the AJAX and the three naval destroyer that bombarded 
Benghazi were at sea for an operation of another nature and that they acted against Benghazi and 
the traffic to Benghazi head made, when SM. TRIUMPH communicated on 6 May, of to have 
sighted an Italian convoy, in route from Tripoli to Benghazi. 

The TRIUMPH had launched a spread of torpedo against the convoy - composed from the 
German steamboats TILLY REUSS and BROOK escorted by the TB. CLIMENE - without 
hitting but the signal, had then given news of the presence of the small convoy to the British 
naval force at sea at that moment. After the sighting message Amm. Cunningham detached a 
cruiser and three DD. to search for the Italian ships that were moreover not found because the 
CLIMENE convoy, after the unfruitful attack of the TRIUMPH's was sheltered in Buerat where it 
remained some days, reaching Benghazi then 11 May. 

In as far as the operation the British naval Forces had in those days in course in the 
Mediterranean, we will point out of last that was be a matter of the so-called "operation Tiger" 
understood to allow the passage of two British convoys: first, formed from 4 steamboats directed 
from Gibraltar to Alexandria for the supply of the British Armed Forces located in Egypt; second 
composed of two sun oil tankers that left Alexandria had to reach Malta in order to complete the 
fuel oil storage for the island. For the movement of the two convoys they had put to sea the 
FORCE H of Gibraltar, and the MEDITERRANEAN FLEET of Alexandria. Beyond from the 
limits of the present book to analyze the movements of the two English naval Forces and attacks 
it of varied kind which the British units were subordinates: we cannot conceal that, of the six 
cargo vessels in motion, one went to fondo in the Channel of Sicily and a second was torpedoed. 

12 May after the sunset some of the cargo vessels of the VICTORIA convoy (arrived at 
Tripoli the evening of 5 May), left the port in order to return to Naples having completed the 
unloading. And just as they left Tripoli the MS. VICTORIA, GRITTI, BARBARIGO and the 
German SS. ANKARA, with 
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escort of the DDs. VIVALDI, MALOCELLO, DA NOLI, SAETTA. on the western route 
of Malta, to short distance from the Kerkennah. 

The Day of the 11th, in the mean time, had put to the sea from Naples with a convoy 
composed from the Italian cargo vessels ERNESTO, COL DI LANA, GIULIA, TEMBIEN, 
AMSTERDAM and the German WACHFELS, escorted by the DD. AVIERE, GENIERE, 
CAMICIA NERA, GRECALE. 

In order to assure protection of both convoys in the Channel of Sicily departed the 4th 
cruiser Division formed by the BANDE NERE - CADORNA and DDs. MAESTRALE, ALPINE, 
SIROCCO and 8th cruisers Division formed from ABRUZZI - VIVALDI and the DDs. 
GRENADIER and BERSAGLIERE. 

Navigation of the two convoys, that had adapted aerial escort in diurnal hours, carried out 
without events worthy of retelling, if except the difficulties of communications within the 
convoys and between the units of escort and the cruiser Divisions. For this purpose the C.te 
Galati of VIVALDI therefore reports in its events of navigation: 

"the service signals of the steamboats, as I have reported for other convoys, leaves much 
to wish for. The transmission of a beacon, particularly of night, normally demands of excessive 
time. In greater part the cause goes to the insufficient ability of, signal personal, but also in the 
deficiency of means of signaling (flags of inadequate size, lack of shuttled lights for the diurnal 
signaling, etc. 

I have repeatedly noticed that the color of the glasses of "donath" distributed to many 
steamboats is green, instead of blue, and, brightness is such from render them visible to 3-4 
thousand meters. 

On the several deficiencies of communications I have called the attention of the involved 
Military Commanders to take necessities of the situation, but it imposes the adoption of radical 
and general measures from part of the Branch of R. Navy which service to aboard the steamships 
is responsible for the organization of the important requirement... 

Also the service signals with the 600 ton torpedo boats of convoy escorts is always carried out 
with hard work; undoubtedly such inefficiency results from the fact that said Unit, of normally, 
does not operate in squadron and therefore suffers the training from the signal personal" 
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the presence of one imposing enemy naval force in the western Mediterranean imposed the 
morning of the 17th a short suspension of the traffic and advised to make port at Palermo the 
CAPO ORSO convoy, 5 steamboats, exited from Naples day of the 16th; but the evening of same 
the 17th the traffic resumed and RAMB III left from Naples for Tripoli while a convoy of the 
CALITEA, FOSCARINI, VENIER, with cargo of prisoners, left Tripoli for Naples escorted from 
GENIERE, CASSIOPEA, PARTENOPE. 

The 19th left from Palermo for Tripoli the CAPO ORSO convoy, than, as we have 
pointed out, it had been diverted to that port later on to sight of large part of the British fleet in 
motion in the western Mediterranean; and the 20th left Tripoli for Naples a convoy formed from 
the steamships ERNESTO, GIULIA, WACHFELS, TEMBIEN, COL DILANA, SAN 
ANDREA. And also at this time a cruiser Division of (CL. ABRUZZI - Garibaldi - DD. 
GRENADIER - BERSAGLIERE - ALPINO) took to sea in order protect in the Channel of Sicily 
the navigation of three convoys that totaled 14 cargo vessels altogether and 13 torpedo boats for 
direct escort. 

The single convoy CAPO ORSO was the object of a submarine attack while it was 
sailing along the Kerkennah, but the attack came repelled by a ready counter-maneuver of the 
destroyer escort and the same cargo vessels. 

All the indicated ships over safely reached therefore the destination ports. 


2" A letter to Supermarina from the German Liaison Admiral 


17 May 1941, realized with most light losses the transport to Libya of the two German 
Divisions, Admiral Weichold, official of liaison with the Italian Navy, felt the need to address to 
Supermarina the expression of his appreciation for the way with which the long one and complex 
operation had been organized and scope to fulfillment, and that made the letter transcribed: 
always carried out with hard work; certain 
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To Supermarine 
TRANSPORT 15th GERMAN ARMORED DIVISION to N.A.I. 
Chef des Verbindungsstabes 
beim Admiralstab der Kgl. italienischen Marine 
XXX 17 May 1941. XIX 


After the conclusion of the transfer of the more essential parts of 15 the Armored division in 
Libya I have active desire to express to R. Italian Navy, in name of the Seekriegsleitung, the 
particular congratulations for the fact that the transfer of the German Africa Korp could have 
been carried out by R. Italian Navy, in collaboration with the CAT, a very little losses, in spite of 
the great difficulties and the possibility of enemy actions. The Seekriegsleitung is convinced as 
this is successful, first, for the ready employment of numerous naval forces for the escort of the 
convoys, as well as for the measures taken by the General Staff of R. Italian Navy concerning the 
method of the transfer, measures that relate in every moment to the situation. 

The Seekriegsleitung thanks R. Italian Navy for this support, particularly precious for the 
abundant maintenance of the common fight in Africa, praying to transmit these thanks also to the 
naval forces that participated to the escort of the convoys. Beyond to that it considers like it must 
of honor remember the comrades of R. Italian Navy that has fallen during the implementation of 


these common duties. 
F.to Weichold 


Nearly at the same time but - for half of May - the X C.A. T. received order to leave 
Sicily for transfer to Greece and began endured the transfer. 

The aerial action on Malta therefore was reduced gradually in intensity and, towards the 
end of the month, it stopped of all. And it stopped, naturally, also the truly precious contribution 
that the X C.A.T. had given to the aerial escort to the convoys. The consequences were not long 
to be felt. 
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3" The sinking of steamship CONTE ROSSO 

At 04:40 hours of 24 May left from Naples for Tripolitania a convoy of CONTE ROSSO, 
MARCO POLO, VICTORIA, ESPERIA escorted by the DD. FRECCIA (Chief escort cap. freg. 
Giorgio Ghé) and by the TB. PROCIONE, ORSA, PEGASO; Chief of convoy, aboard the 
CONTE ROSSO, Rear admiral of the reserve Francesco Canzoneri. 

The formation, to be able to sail at approximately 18 knots, started for the Strait of Messina 
and therefore on the routes to east of Malta. From Messina then, to the direct escort, is added 
indirect escort, for protection against ships of surface, constituted from the 3rd naval Division 
(Amm. di Div. Bruno Brivonesi): CAs. Trieste - Bolzano - DD. Corazziere, Askaris, Lancer. 
Passed the Strait at drawn close escort was reinforced from TB. CALLIOPE, PERSEO, 
CALATAFIMI,; at the same time the mercantile ships assumed the double column formation with 
the CONTE ROSSO and the ESPERIA column heads, respective of left and right. From the 
report of the C.te chief escort we transcribe: 

"Day May 24th. 15:15-17:30 Hours. - the Strait of Messina is crossed. I order to torpedo 
boat ORSA to precede the convoy and to execute the launch of DCs. past the parallel of Reggio 
Calabria. 

Near Messina the escort is reinforced by the TB. CALLIOPE - PERSEO - CALATAFIMI 
from Messina Harbor to remain until the parallel of Riposto. From 15:36 hours until the sunset 
was escorted from units of fighter and bomber aircrafts. 

At 16:34 and 16:53 launched 2 DCs. for intimidation of a periscope. 

19:10 Hours near the parallel of Riposto TB. CALLIOPE - PERSEO - CALATAFIMI leave 
the escort and set course in order to return to Messina. 

20:41 Hours - They are in lat. 36° 38' long. 15° 40 (sea force 1-2 without crest of wave for 
wind absence - optimal visibility towards east because the sunset very luminous was remained 
the clearest background on which the our shapes outlined clearly). The FRECCIA in this moment 
nearly parallel to the tidy route is found in the phase of zigzag 
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the zigzag of the steamships as soon as was finished. 

I find myself on the left wing of bridge with the Gunnery Director. 

A outcry from lookout posts across the bridge makes me turn and near the stern and see a 
torpedo emerging that passes astern by approximately 40 m. I immediately order a hard left tern 
and send the alarm signal (fire green flare). Already accosted once I succeed in avoiding a second 
torpedo that passes on the left by approximately 10 meters to the starboard bow. 

My crew declares few moments latter to have seen 2 explosions on the CONTE ROSSO. 
Not being able, because of the light conditions (already dark), to notice the wakes of the torpedo, 
I set course close to the approximately area on the probable origin of these in base to the 
appreciated beta and the presumed point of the submarine to the FRECCIA. I execute until 
21,000 three passes with launch of DCs. launching altogether 17. 

While I follow the third pass (towards 21:00) I see the CONTE ROSSO nearly that is 
sinking vertically (Bow low). 

I reassume the provisions taken after the incident: 

20:46 - [inform the Commander 3rd Division that the torpedoed SS is the CONTE ROSSO 
and, but contrary orders, I continue with the TB. ORSA: 

20:50 - I order to the PROCIONE and the PEGASO (as already previewed in minesweeping 
operations to assist the shipwrecked). 

The ORSA to continue with the convoy. 

The ORSA does not answer r.d.s. until 21:15. 

I try to call the steamships for r.d.s. but no one of the three respond (had been established 
that they would have made continuous post from the 21:00 in then and always in alarm case). 

20:55 - The Commando 3rd Division orders to the CORAZZITERE, and to the LANCIERE 
to hunt the submarine and thereafter to assist the shipwrecked 

21.00 - I maneuver to rejoin the convoy after to be assured that close to wreck the 2 torpedo 
boats of the escort are found more the two DDs. of 3rd Division. 

Because of the arrival of the night, I do not see more the steamships that they turn out to me 
to have executed to green flare a very regular maneuver of disengagement (approached of 90° to 
starboard for ESPERIA and VICTORIA, while the Marco Polo who 
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found lightly on the left of the CONTE ROSSO having approached on the left). 

21:00 - Launch the prescribed beacon of discovery. 

21:20 - I sight the MARCO POLO who informs me to have: lost the contact with the other 
units and to have put the bow on attended in Messina by orders. 

I order to follow on route 171° that is the one established from the operations orders. 

21:30-21:44 - I order the ORSA of catch up with the convoy denoting him the route to 
follow. 

22:16 - The ORSA communicates not sighted me. I order therefore to continue on the 
previewed route and I inform it of my speed, judging not ulterior convenient attempts of 
nocturnal meeting. 

Are relaxed on the chances of ESPERIA - VICTORIA and ORSA who, from a 
communication received at 21:10 hours from the Command 3rd Division, I know to be with the 
TRIESTE group. 

21:49 I inform the Division Command of being with the MARCO POLO and continuing on 
the established route. 

21:15 - The Division Command informs me to continue with the ESPERIA and VICTORIA 
for route 170° true and speeds 16 Knots 

- All the communications with the escort units have been forwarded by r.d.s. 

- All the communications with the 3rd Division Command have been forwarded by 
apparatus waves U.c. 

- [ have not given orders to the PROCIONE for the forwarding of the shipwrecked knowing 
that near to them is the found the Commander of the 12th squadron DD. (Ct. CORAZZIERE) ". 

Also Convoy-Chief, Amm. Canzoneri, miraculously saved from the sinking CONTE 
ROSSO (C.te CAP. Giovanni Fabris), has been able to write up a its report on the unfortunate 
war event. Whether they bring back the essential parts from which turns out that: 

a) the direct naval escort had been reinforced in the zone of the Strait of Messina with three 
torpedo boats of M.M. Sicily Command; 

b) exceeded the Strait the convoy and the units of escort had taken to zigzagging at 17 knots 
speed , but that several 
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FORMAZIONE DEL CONVOGLIO CONTE ROSSO ALL'ATTO DEL SILURAMETO DEL CONTE Rosso 
—24 MAGGIO 1941 ORE 20.45~ 
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Formation of the CONTE ROSSO convoy when the CONTE ROSSO was torpedoed 
- May 24, 1941 20:45 
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shortly before the torpedoing of the CONTE ROSSO, the motor-ships had stopped the 
zigzag in order to make a "point"; 

c) the escort aircrafts, as is customary, had left the convoy towards 20:00, continued after 
the sunset, so at the moment of the attack by the submarine, the formation was lacking aerial 
escort. 

And here the extract of the report of Amm. Canzoneri: 

"Near Messina (approximately 15:40 hour), reassumed the formation in column and slowed 
a little to a speed of 17 mg., one is, to the area of Reggio, resumed the zigzag. Fro approximately 
2 hours (environs of Capo d' Armi) a torpedo boat has launch antisubmarine bombs here. 3 
torpedo boats in sight (one CALATAFIMI type and 2 CASSIOPEA type) in exploration -in the 
narrows. At 17:00 the TRENTO Division has been sighted astern they follow with various routes. 
At 20:15 stopped the zigzag for the control point on the Beacon of Murro di Porco. At 20:30 
speeds 18 mg. At 20:35 male the route 171°. Already advanced sunset and conditions of reduced 
visibilities. Ship completely darkened. Until 20:00 approximately aerial escort by 2 or 3 aircraft. 
At 20:45, nearly simultaneously to the beacon of alarm given from the FRECCIA, (flare yellow 
and flare green) it has been seen on left a wake of torpedo and before there was the time to try 
approaching, the torpedo it has hit little to bow ward of the forward smokestack. Second torpedo 
a few second after, have hit little to bow ward of the command bridge, in correspondence of hold 
n. 3. [have appreciated that the points of explosion, one to bow ward and the other to bow ward 
of the commando bridge, were at a distance of approximately 20 meters from the other. 

They have been given the beacons of alarm with the door-bells in order to call the crew and 
the passengers to place of rescue... 

As the destined men reached life boats the maneuver have been one at a time begun. 

The situation of the ship became quickly more tragic while for the increasing sideslip and 
especially for the noise heaviness that it progressed very quickly; the bow is great part immersed 
and of stern the starboard propeller was already seen outside water. All those that had not been 
able to take place in the life boats have been sped up to throw themselves in sea or, being able, to 
get to many floating things and disposed biscagline outside edge 
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the commander of the troops, Colonnello Costa(1) that I found on the lifeboat abaft bridge, 
together to the military commissioner Capitano Bianchi, had asked to me for how much time I 
still believed the ship could remain to afloat; I answered "some minutes only" authorizing both to 
abandon. I have indeed helped the first one to reach one of the ropes that, for the list, were far 
from the bulwark and they could be seized only with difficultly. 

The ship continued to quickly submerge; holding fast to rope they have went down on the 
starboard bulwark of the bridge walk, where there was the rendezvous of the greater number of 
soldiers; they were still a few that headed towards the extreme stern and to them I yelled to throw 
themselves into the sea. By now all the boats available had been put out from the side and the 
usable rafts were all launched; nothing other could be done and we dove into sea. The heel was 
already ten meters high a from the water and the command bridge immersed. 

Already in the middle of a wide oil slick and while the ship disappeared I laboriously had 
been able to reach a near by boat that, they told me afterwards, had run some danger from the 
eddy. They tied of me to one of festoons outside the launch's edge and subsequently they were 
collected. 

And I'm supremely praiseworthy of the behavior of the torpedo boats that executed the 
rescue. 

The concern of the PROCIONE from which they had been collected and assisted, for how 
much in the first three hours not being able to follow the physical conditions from the patient and 
tenacious job carried out from this unit, for approximately 8 hours (from the 21:30 to the 05:30) I 
can assert that the commander and the crew all have aroused in the garner an enthusiastic feeling 
for the abnegation with which they have been lavished in their attendance. At Augusta I had 
assisted with the funerals of the remains and the departure of the saved soldiers of the Army. I 
must point out that in leaving Augusta these last ones have manifested with repeated thanks and 
with, high cheers to Navy; to they satisfaction and their gratefulness for the work of it explained 
in their rescue and received attendance"(2). 


(1) See appendix 4 the report of the Colonnello Costa. 
(2) Other report of the Amm. Canzoneri is brought back in the appendix 4. . 
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The CONTE ROSSO had aboard 2729 men altogether, of which 280 formed the crew of 
the ship and the others were soldiers of the Army and Navy in order to reach Libya. The express 
sinking of the steamboat, sinking in ten of minutes, provoked many victims undoubtedly, for how 
much the crew had been held mostly on the upper areas. The dark of night, then, difficultly of the 
rescue operations to which was dedicated without to lose time the torpedo boats PROCIONE and 
the PEGASO, of the directed escort, and the destroyers CORAZZIERE and LANCER of the 3rd 
Division. Subsequently the hospital ship ARNO reached on the area and who effectively 
contributed to the rescue of the survivors of the CONTE ROSSO. 

They altogether recovered 1432 of the shipwrecked. Among the missing, the military 
commander of the ship, capitano di fregata Enrico de Bellegarde. 

The CONTE ROSSO had already completed safely eight times the round trip from Italy to 
Libya so this was to its 17 navigation in the Central Mediterranean; other four navigations had 
then carried out have Italy and the Sardinia, always for transport troops. Altogether the men 
transported by the steamship numbered to beyond fifteen thousand. 

According to English official publications the attack was carried out from submarine 
UPHOLDER of the Malta Flotilla. The boat was in ambush to East of the Sicily already from a 
score of days and had attacked various mercantile ships, escorted or isolated, launch salvos at a 
distance succeeding to only torpedo the SS. CAGLIARI (2,300 g.s.t.) sunk 6 May. In such it sets 
in action the supply of torpedoes of the submarine nearly had totally get exhausted so that on the 
evening of 24 May, the UPHOLDER when it sighted CONTE ROSSO convoy , only had two 
torpedo. It launched them both while holding herself outside of the escort, towards east, and 
attacking submerged, despite the conditions of visibility of the already advanced twilight. 

The torpedo, as it turns out from the report of the FRECCIA, was sighted from that unit 
some moment before they crossed the route of the naval destroyer; the relative beacon of alarm 
and maneuver of urgency was given, but the CONTE ROSSO did not succeed unfortunately in 
avoiding the devices that ran towards of her. 
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According the same English publication to which more over we are reported, the depth 
charges launch from the DD. of the escort against the poor submarine seriously to risk the life of 
the UPHOLDER. And very probable that if the escort units had insisted in the antisubmarine hunt 
would have ended the underwater unit. 
But - as we have already seen - after the torpedoing of the transatlantic the DD. so was engaged in 
the rescue of is shipwrecked and the protection of the other cargo vessels, stragglers from attack, 
than they did not have neither way neither time to persevere with in the hunting of the submarine. 
On navigation of the convoy Ammiraglio Brivonesi, commander of 3rd the Division, expresses 
following the interesting observations: 


"Sinking of the CONTE ROSSO. 

At the moment of the torpedoing the units were in the formation indicated in the attached 
diagram. The FRECCIA, than was found in escort drawn near on the left of the convoy, has 
launch a green flare approaching of urgency for the direction of the sighting. And presumable that 
it has noticed of the wakes, because, some moment after, at a distance of few seconds, two 
torpedo has hit the steamboat, one to bow on the left and the other probably towards the center on 
the left. 

The 3rd the Division was found at a distance of astern to the convoy by approximately 3,000 
meters, while the 12th Squadron was assuming the position of advanced nocturnal escort and was 
already in position ahead of the bow of the cruisers, at a distance of approximately 1,500 meters. 

CORAZZIERE and LANCIERE have immediately approached on the left heading for the 
launch point and depth charges. The CONTE ROSSO, has approached of beyond 90° on the left 
and it has been endured remarkably appruato. Few minute after (hours 20:59) the stern was raised 
vertically and the steamship disappeared. 


Observations on the mission of the Division. 

The experience made during and after the episode of the torpedoing of the CONTE ROSSO 
confirmation that the close nocturnal escort of large cruisers could constitute effective protection 
if the sight of enemy forces happened in such position to allow the employment of the artilleries 
without danger to hit national units; but it can represent instead 


10/03/2000 
The Defense of the North African Convoys; Vol.1 


150 
most serious danger for the steamships of the convoy and the same cruisers, in case, as a result of 
some alarm, true or false, dispersions of ships are taken place and sudden changes of route 
impossible to signal. A position of forward escort of the cruisers regarding the convoy, beyond 
not offering the protection in case of lateral or stern attack, is practically too difficult to maintain. 
A lateral position, also introducing inferior difficulties, leaves uncovered one of sides. A stern 
position seems therefore the single one that gives the possibility of reaction from two sides, and 
of harmonized timely maneuver to that of the convoy: 

The torpedoing of the CONTE ROSSO has happened just few minute before that the night 
fell, and therefore for a ten of minute it has been still possible to appreciate the maneuvers that 
the torpedo boats were executing and the steamships; maneuvers that, as it has been said over, 
have not been completely consistent to that the same units would have had to complete according 
to instructions. 

And obvious at night the unexpected approached of the steamships can create dangers of 
collisions between the steamships and the cruisers and alarms and set in action of fire between 
those units that, losing sight, came then to new encounter. 

After all, while a diurnal escort at a distance represents truly an element of emergency for a 
convoy, the drawn near escort nocturnal of large cruisers can constitute a serious danger for the 
same steamships of the convoy. That with speeds above all reduced, than fast maneuver of the 
cruisers does not concur. 


Orders to combined heterogeneous unit. 

When a Naval Division reaches in proximity of a convoy that must be escorted and the 
admiral assumes the High Command in sea, it would have to know exactly the dispositions 
emanated from the Convoy Commander and would have to be able to give to the convoy all those 
other orders that could be necessary. 

In practical the communications between the Commanding Admiral of the Naval Units of 
escort and the convoy are slow and difficult if not quite impossible. He has been able himself 
alone to communicate for means of the rds to the FRECCIA that in its turn he signaled to the 
steamships 
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with the ambush or with signal beacons conventional and unknown. The system, beyond being 
slow, is little certain. 

In particular the luminous optical beacons between escort and steamships are dangerous. A 
few minute before the torpedoing of the CONTE ROSSO I have observed a luminous signaling 
between CONTE ROSSO and escort". 

After the sinking of the CONTE ROSSO, the others three steamboats of the convoy - Marco 
Polo, VICTORIA, ESPERIA - continued for Tripoli under the direct escort of the DD. FRECCIA 
and TB. ORSA, and protect at a distance from the cruisers TRIESTE and BOLZANO with which 
it was the single remaining DD. ASCARI. Too few torpedo boats escort for the cargo vessels as 
against for the cruisers, in a area of water in which the activity of the submarines it was always 
intense. In order to reduce, at least in part, the dangers deriving from a such state of things, 
Supermarina ordered that from Tripoli were moving to encounter the convoy of the TB. 
CLIMENE and MONTANARI, and sped up the performance of the strongly aerial escort 
themselves from the first lights of the dawn. One and the other provision had to regulate run. 

While the torpedo boats were in supply formation, the CLIMENE, that it had position on the 
straight one of the cargo vessels, characterized to short distance from the own route, a oil slick 
that, to seeming of the commander of the unit, revealed in that point the presence of an immersed 
submarine. Course on the sighted spot, the CLIMENE unloaded you in various passages a series 
of depth charges. After the explosion of a depth charge of 100 Kg. set to 75 meters depth, in the 
wake of the torpedo boat, at a distance of approximately 450 meters, appeared a rounded shape 
that came judged from some officers and men of the crew who had been able to see, the hull of a 
turned over submarine. The emerged shape was sinking while it increased to the extension and 
the intensity of the oil slick in the center of which was a large area of air bubbles. 

The British documentation does not give news of submarines sunk in that period of time in 
the area in which the CLIMENE was attack and therefore we cannot record the sinking as 
happened. But it is very probable that the opposing submarine has been, if not strained to peak, at 
least damaged a lot seriously. 
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the convoy MARCO POLO - ESPERIA - VICTORIA unloaded a very quickly nearly six 
thousand men of troop and the few thousand of tons of materials that it had aboard and at 12:00 
of the 27th departed from Tripoli, escorted by the SS. FRECCIA and the TB. PROCIONE, ORSA 
and PEGASO, always for the eastern route and the Strait of Messina. 

Also this time, in the central zone of the traverse the three steamships at a distance had the 
protection of the 3rd Division (TRIESTE), to be sure indeed, sent from them the DD. LANCIERE 
in order to reinforce the direct escort of the cargo vessels. The convoy reached Naples after 
midnight of the 28th of May. 


4" Attack of submarines 


The activity of the British submarines against our lines of communication in the central 
Mediterranean, in the month of May 1941, was not limited to the single action against the 
CONTE ROSSO; many others attack were made against convoys, isolated ships, the units of 
escort, the cruisers of the indirect protection, but at least the opposing underwater attacks caused 
only losses in the Italian mercantile ship or warships. 

It would be therefore erroneous to draw from the sinking of the CONTE ROSSO inferences 
of a general character. 

In order to avoid just such inferences the month is thought opportune to mark here of 
continuation the complete directory of attacks carried out from British submarines against our 
ships on the Libyan routes in the month of May 1941 (of which we are now tracing the 
chronicle). A complete panorama of the opposing underwater activity in this month and the sector 
will be had therefore considered and will be possible to find confirmation that in some rare case 
the opposing action only produced losses and damages between our ranks 

. 1 May - German SS LEVERKUSEN: torpedoed and sunk from submarine while it headed 
for Tripoli under tow of the DD. SAETTA. It was damaged by a magnetic mine explosion. 

6 May - the small German steamships TILLY REUSS and BROOK escorted by the TB. 
CLIMENE, in navigation from Tripoli to Benghazi they are attacked from SM. TRIUMPH. The 
torpedo is 
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avoided with the maneuver and explode on the coast. The cargo vessels shelter themselves 
in Buerat because the presence of surface ships in the Mediterranean to the east, but 
navigation comes resumption some day after and the undamaged cargo vessels reached 
Benghazi 11 May. 

9 May - Auxiliary ship SILVIO SCARONI: at 17:00 hours while it is sailing from Bengasi to 
Tripoli it is attacked by a submarine. The torpedo was avoided with a maneuver and 
explodes on the coast. 

12 May - ODERO Convoy: attacked at 18:40 from a submarine. The torpedo boat PEGASO 
gives hunt and launch Depth Charges to which the later sees a wide oil slick emerge. The 
convoy does not endure damages. 

16 May - At 03:52 hours the DD. DARDO, while executing explorations in the waters before 
the port of Tripoli, sights a submarine conning tower. It begins a long the hunt and it 
prevents therefore to the underwater unit whatever offensive manifestation against the naval 
destroyer in the outer harbor. 

19 May - Steamship GIOVINEZZA: aground near Misurata, forward double hull filled in the 
accident. Re-floated, continues slowly for Tripoli under escort of the POLLUCE. During 
navigation it sights sign of the launch of 4 torpedoes. Three are avoided and explodes on 
coast. The fourth reaches the Steamship that sinks. 

19 May - Steamship SCARONI - TB. PLEIADI in navigation from Tripoli to Benghazi. At 
12:45, in proximity of Tagiura, the steamship and the torpedo boat are attacked by 
submerged submarine. Avoided the torpedo, the torpedo boat unloads on the place in which 
presumably is located the submarine the entire complement of depth charges. No damage to 
the Italian units. 

20 May - Steamship ZEFFIRO of the phosphates(*) traffic: it is sunk by a torpedo of the 
submarine URGES to approximately 6 miles from cape Bon, while it was in navigation 
from Sfax to Naples. 

20 May - CAPO ORSO Convoy: attacked at 10:30 hours in lat. 35°44' and long. 11°59' from a 
submarine that launch 


(1) With generally unescorted Steamship, at the given date with few losses in the area, carried 
out for all the war, the traffic of supply to our Country of phosphates from French North 
Africa. 
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three torpedo avoided by the convoy with a maneuver. DD. EURO counterattacks with 
Depth Charges damaging the submarine. 

21 May - ABRUZZI Division, lat. 35°42' long. 12°24"; at 13:10 hours a submarine launch three 
torpedo, but it was sighted timely by a seaplane of the escort and the DD. ALPINO. The 
wakes of the torpedo pass very near the ABRUZZI and the DD. GRANATIERE in phase of 
maneuver. The ALPINO launched on the underwater unit 18 depth charges. 

24 May - CONTE ROSSO Convoy in navigation from Naples to Tripoli: SS. CONTE ROSSO 
is sunk by submarine UPHOLDER little after the sunset with two torpedo launch from great 
distance on the parallel of Cape Murro di Porco. 

25 May - MARCO POLO Convoy: little before the port of Tripoli it is attacked by a submarine 
that misses the target. Reaction of TB. CLIMENE that probably damages the unit forward 
(Smg. URSULA). 

27 May - TRIESTE Division: the Division in distant escort service of two convoys to and 
from Tripoli sighted the attack of a submarine at 09:40 of 27 May and at 07:50 of the 28th. 
Maneuver of the Division and the convoy and launch of depth charges on part of the hunting 
escort. The 28th participate to the antisubmarine action also the escorting airplane. No 
damage to the attacked units. 

29 May - Motor-ship RAMB III: it is torpedoed from submarine while it is berthed to the 
extremity of the outer wharf of Benghazi. The bow ship, is hit, does not sink. 


5'" Other convoys 
The sinking of the CONTE ROSSO, obviously, did not suspended but slowed down the 

traffic between Italy and Libya. 
25th May left from Tripoli a conspicuous a convoy of mercantile ships that returning home, but 
re-entered little later the port of departure on to sight of suspicious lights in the area of Linosa. It 
left again at 8:00 of the 27th being composed of the: German SSs: PREUSSEN, DUISBURG; 
Italian SS: BAINSIZZA, BOSFORO, SUPERGA; tanker PANUCO, escorted by the DD. 
FOLGORE (Escort Commander), FULMINE, TURBINE, EURO. 
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25 May to hours 23 left Naples the convoy formed from motor-ships GRITTI, 
BARBARICO, VENIER, FOSCARINI, RIALTO from the SS ANKARA, escorted from the DD. 
VIVALDI (Escort Commander), DA NOLI, SAETTA and by the Torpedo boats PROCIONE, 
PALLADE, CASTORE, PECASO, CIGNO, with the protection at a distance of the 3rd Naval 
Division from the Strait of Messina in then. Irregular aerial escort. Routes to east of Malta. 
Until 13:00 hours of 27th of May navigation of this last convoy regularly carried out according to 
the prescribed routes. The torpedo boats of the direct escort gave command for Supermarina; 3rd 
Division (TRIESTE) assumed, as prescribed, the protection at a distance after the Strait of 
Messina. 

At 13:00 of the 27th the convoy endured an attack of coming from strike aircraft from 
Malta, and in purpose therefore reports the C.te Calati, Escort Commander: 

"Hours 13.00 - I sight of prow on the left, to the distance of 6-7 thousand meters, six aircraft 
that proceed on the opposite route to that of the convoy, to approximately 1020 meters. At 
first I had thought them cargo planes "Junkers 52" - Bristol Blenheim - aerial units to the 
left of the convoy they approach and they attack steamboats FOSCARINI, BARBARICO, 
VENIER. DA NOLI, CIGNO and the steamships, as soon as they have perceived to see the 
enemy airplane, open fire. When the VENIER - a half hour after the attack - has only 
communicated to me of having aboard a unexploded bomb, I have learned that the action 
had been of bombing and not torpedo bomber, like until then I had thought, given to the 
shape and the modalities with which had been carried out. Two aircraft, hit from the 
machine-gunner, fall in sea, while the remaining four go away. The attack is lasted 
approximately three minutes. DA NOLI and CIGNO they remain near the FOSCARINI hit 
by bombs, and abort which a fire has been developed. 
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16:10 Hours - Launch the telegram demanding long range fighter cover and after the sighting 
telegram. 

16;21 - order to the CIGNO to rejoin the formation and DA NOLI to remaining near the 
FOSCARINI to give them attendance. 

16:25 - Report the news on the FOSCARINI to Tripoli and I ask for the dispatch of a tug. 

16:40 - Intersection with the FRECCIA convoy. 3rd Division leaves the protection of the 
VIVALDI convoy and assumes that of the FRECCIA convoy. 

17:10 - Still not being units in the sky over convoy any fighter aircraft and considering renewal 
of the aerial attack - given the hour and the distance from Tripoli - I do not renew the 
demand for fighter cover. 

17:20 - Lask Tripoli the dispatch of a torpedo boat in order to cooperate with DA NOLI. 

17:45 - VENIER communicates to me that the remaining unexploded bomb has been jettisoned 
into the sea by German Officer and soldiers of artillery aboard for passage, assisting the 
personal of the military crew. 

17:50 - CIGNO gathers to the formation and it communicates to me of having aboard 13 
shipwrecked of the FOSCARINI, of which 2 wounded, and a petty officer first class English 
observer also hurt. 

18:50 - [renew my demand but fighter aircrafts not still appeared. 

19:10 - 4 fighter aircrafts are sighted and an S-79 airplane”. 

In his other report, still more detailed then the previous one, the C. te Galati specifies that 
the aircrafts of escort from Aeronautics of the Sicily had abandoned the convoy little before the 
enemy attack without being replaced from the aircraft that would have had to fly from Libyan 
airports; these, as we know, did not take off because of the "Ghibli". At 19:10 only appeared in 
the sky over the convoy the first Italian fighters. 

Specified that the British airplane, six in number, second delivered to their attack from low 
altitude a maneuver never developed before then, the C. te Calati you adds: 
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"Special Report - In purpose to how much it has happened I find that from the month of last 
February - age in which the aerial escort to the important convoys never had begin - was verified 
an attempt of diurnal attack by of bombers or torpedo bombers. This time has been before in 
which it is lacked said escort for a portion the distance - enemy aviation has not hesitated to act. 

It comes therefore confirmed, to stop this harassment of the convoys protect from the 
fighters or from SM-79, it is the absolute necessity of the aerial escort for the convoys for 
guaranteed safety. 

As in the current season verification of frequent obstacles that already the restrict the 
departure of the aircrafts from the Libyan fields therefore I think it is necessary, in said 
circumstances, to take in careful examination the escort on part of SM-79 of the Sicily until to the 
Tripoli coast; the autonomy concurs they widely it such explication of important task. 

From how much the C.te of the CIGNO has conferred me, the English observer (petty 
officer first class K. P. Collins, of the 82nd sq. of the R.A.F.), retrieved from the sea has 
expressed itself in violent terms against the war and in principle he feared that he was could be 
made worst off . As soon as to aboard the torpedo boat it has asked with anxiety if he would be 
delivered to the Germans demonstrating of very fearful of such an eventuality. 

Mn. FOSCARINI, with serious fire aboard, was assisted at first by the DD. DA NOLI and 
the TB. CIGNO and subsequently from the torpedo boat PALLADE and the tugs SALVATORE 
I. and PRONTA vessels from Tripoli harbor. It could be towed to Tripoli where it reached in the 
morning of 30 May. 

The other motor-ships of the convoy reached Libyan port without further incidents. 

On 3 June the VENIER, GRITTI, ANKARA left Tripoli again always escorted by the 
VIVALDI group, directed to Naples on the route of (Kerkennah). 

This time the aerial escort in the sky above convoy was for a segment according those that 
the same escort commander reports: 

"In the venue & travel of return, to the contrary, the aerial supply (s 79 or CR 42) has been 
much cured and perfectly organized: 
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ever their equal was being taken precedence, on the Tripoli-Marettimo crossing; even before now 
do not rarely it lacked nearly all. Discontinuous, instead, it has turned out the antisubmarine 
escort of the Cant Z; in particular: it is lacked totally that from part the seaplanes from Libya. 
The aerial escort carried out glue manner of day 4 c.m. in the return trip of the ANKARA convoy 
- it offers, to my warning, the maximum guarantee for the protection of the steamships. 
Indispensable that is made every effort to obtain them in such way. It with an effective passive 
defense A/A the convoy (boarding on the steamships companies machine-guns, for how much 
possible from 20 millimeter of R. Army or, better still, of the Marine Regiment) will render much 
the new shape of adopted aerial offense from the onerous and dangerous enemy”. 

The undamaged motor-ships reached Naples. 


6" the choice of the routes 

The torpedoing of the CONTE ROSSO and the aerial attack endured by the FOSCARINI 
convoy on the routes to east of Malta made to rise some doubt on the opportunity to prefer such 
routes to those of the western. In particular it was observed that the route to east of Malta 
lengthened the distance somewhat and carried the convoys in waters in which it was more 
difficult to assure the aerial escort. But to that it was easy to object that the routes in waters to 
east of Malta were less restricted then western and were therefore less subject to attack from 
submarines; on the eastern route they were moreover less potential attacks then torpedo bombers, 
that in the spring of 1941 they still had rather limited range. 

For this purpose, on date 28 May 1941, Supermarina a it fixed just the following thought 
with memorandum, addressed to the Supreme Command: 
"the routes to east of Malta have a strong advantage in not being shallow enough to be easily 
mine able and allow to the convoys to be able to carry out in at once ample deviations not being a 
routes tied by mined fields. On this route moreover drifting mines are not met it derives in kind 
that can make nocturnal navigation very dangerous 
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In the inner route towards Tunisia the ABRUZZI Division , escorting a convoy, sighted 
13:00 in the sun hours diurnal. 

They introduce of other part the disadvantages: 

- in order to remain greater distances around to the 80 - 100 miles from Malta, but , for the 
fast convoys, check in the nocturnal hours; 

- not to have in the central section the protection of the airplane inconvenient but that given 
to the limited range of our fighter aircrafts verification also in the central part of the route to the 
west of Malta. 

In the March months, April and May, in which English attacks on the western routes, which they 
are carried out for most part on mine able shoals, have been multiplying causing our, losses from 
torpedoes, mines and attacks of surface ships, "convoys having advanced speed on the 14 knots 
on the eastern routes have set offer in order to increase the zone of transit of our traffic and to 
obligate therefore the enemy to dilute in the space its means of attack. 

CONTE ROSSO convoy - Marco Polo - VICTORIA from the 12 to 17 March has carried 
out a complete trip Naples - Tripoli and return on eastern routes. 

CONTE ROSSO convoy - ESPERIA - Marco Polo - VICTORIA from the Ist to 9 April has 
carried out a complete trip Naples Tripoli and return on eastern route. 

The torpedoing of the CONTE ROSSO must considered an independent fact from the choice of 
the route to east of Malta, in the sense that while often and a good number submarines are sighted 
long the route from Pantelleria to Tripoli of rarely was stated the presence of submarines in 
ambush in the vicinity to the Augusta-Siracusa. A lot probably was be a matter of a submarine 
that, completed the ambush to Cape Spartivento, re-entered: Malta and for ill-fated case has found 
itself to dusk on the route of the convoy. The aerial bombing of the convoy FOSCARINI- 
VENIER of 27 May is the first one that happens on the eastern route and has had to the increased 
air control of the area of the Channel of Sicily and the coasts Libyans from English part. 

The English reconnaissance planes are always in flight and, than 28 May convoy 
FOLGORE in route from Tripoli to 
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placing Naples on routes of has been traced and marked to Malta from reconnaissance 
planes at 12:00 hours of the 17th. 

The aerial escort had left CONTE ROSSO convoy little before the attack of the submarine. 

The fighter was not above the FOSCARINI convoy during the attack of the English aircraft 
on the coast of N. A. for takeoff difficulty the due to the "Ghibli". The fighters was not in the area 
of convoy FOLGORE the morning of the 23rd when this has been sighted, for difficulty of 
takeoff from Pantelleria and in the afternoon why the aircraft had not found the convoy and for 
lack of time ". 


7" Traffic of coastal navigation along the Libyan coasts 

Also during the May month no convoy were started for the port of Benghazi still blocked 
and still little safe from the enemy offenses. The supply via sea to the operating Army, recorded 
to east of Benghazi, came only exceptionally carried out to means of ships of small tonnage - 
motorized sailing vessels, tugs, piroscafetti - from some steamship of greater size, started for 
Benghazi from Tripoli, and motor-ships RAMB III and EGITTO, both fast and of modest 
dimensions. The RAMB III we have spoken of already and we said as it has been torpedoed by 
submarine while it was already mooring at Bengasi; it does not remain us that to point out 
synthetically to the travel of the motor-ship EGITTO (C.te cap. corv. Francesco Lavagnino). 

Left from Naples for Benghazi at midnight of the 16th of May was diverted to Augusta. 
Stayed at that port until the 20th at 18:00 hours and reached Benghazi at 7:00 hours of the 22 
without disadvantages and without to carry out some sight suspicion. For the unloading of 
approximately 1000 tons of materials took approximately 36 hours. The evening of the 23rd 
EGITTO could therefore leave Benghazi headed for Tripoli. Navigation, without escort of some 
kind, was hindered solely by a time of very bad and strong haze. In the afternoon of the 25th 
EGITTO entered the port to Tripoli. 
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Traffic channels outside the radius of autonomy of the torpedo aircrafts in the summer of 1941 
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CHAPTER Ix 
THE BEGINNING OF THE THIRD PERIOD 


1‘ Opposing Forces in June 1941 

In the course of the month of May 1941 the Axis Powers occupied Greece, Crete, all the 
islands of the Aegean, pushed until they were in Bulgaria, therefore to brought under their control 
the entire Aegean Sea, and reduced handily the British sea and air forces of the Mediterranean. 

At the same time the Italian Navy returned to service the battleships DUILIO and 
VITTORIO VENETO, damaged, the former by an aerial raid on Taranto in November 1940, the 
second one by an aerial torpedo strike at the end of the action off Gaudo (Cape Matapan) in 
March 1941. 

As of the first of June, consequently, the operating situation under the strategic profile, is the 
most favorable one that to occur to the Axis Powers. As well as how, as we have pointed out, the 
1941 winter offensive of had returned Benghazi to us from 6 April 1941. 

Such an improved situation did not have however, on the course of the fight, those 
appreciable repercussions that should have rightfully followed them. It did not have them for a 
multitude of reasons that will be analyzed in another volume, falls outside from the present 
composition; however it did not have them above all because the politician (el DUCE) who had 
centralized in himself the direction of war operations did not possess the mean ability to see the 
strategic importance of the sea in an intercontinental conflict and the General Staffs did not have 
sufficient freedom of action to be able to assume of own initiative various political-military 
operating guidelines apart from those fixed by the political leaders. 
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The summer of 41 Italy engraved therefore a its particular dynamism to the Mediterranean 
war not to depart from escorting the convoys; exactly as no dynamism had impressed to the 
English naval war in autumn of 40 when, after the Taranto night, the already existing 
disproportion between the British Fleet and the Italian increased to favor the English Navy which, 
beyond all, in that moment already was helped by the precious contribution of numerous aircraft 
carriers and one aerial organization totally devoted to the requirements of war on the sea. 

For that refers to the particular field of the marine traffics was finding that the improved 
general conditions had not reflected positively on our "battle of the convoys": if some had, by 
how much things can seem paradoxical, negatives because it must sharpen the euphoria of 
Victory in Greece and to the beginning operations against Russia, if the German X CAT were 
transferred from the Sicily to the Balkans, with the removal of the German force from the 
Mediterranean came to a stop, almost dealt with, the aerial offensive that had sufficiently 
neutralized Malta, and removed the most valid German contribution to the aerial escort for the 
Libyan the convoys. 

Malta progressively found again therefore its ancient efficiency and became again an 
operating base for submarines, aircrafts, and light ships: those insidious means, in other words, 
with which the British Admiralty had always tried to contest the Italian marine traffic. 

The diminished war potential of the English Mediterranean Fleet did not modify either in a 
positive sense nor in a negative sense on the pressure exercised by our adversary on the lines of 
communication between Italy and Libya because such a Fleet - however a powerful organism of 
combat - continued not to be employed in order to seriously cut the uninterrupted flow of 
mercantile ships that Italy maintained between the Metropolis and the Colony. 

We have already said in the previous pages that England only attacked always our convoys 
with insidious means; submarines, aircraft, and light ships irregularly operating at night -; the 
hour we return once again on the argument in order to emphasize that the defense against such 
insidious means could not 
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to be carried out by Battleships and large ships of line and therefore the fact that two Italian 
Battleships were returned to service did not carry any advantage to the "battle of the convoys". 

Because of the advantage, it would have been necessary to take advantage of the widespread 
opportunely Italian-German in the area of grand strategy: in order to occupy Malta, as an 
example, or in order to extend the effective control of the Axis to all of the Eastern 
Mediterranean; not having taken advantage of this end, for reasons that are beyond the present 
work, such prevalence was destined to remain sterile. 

The conclusion which, in short, must necessarily be reached is that Italy's temporary 
acquired naval superiority in the Mediterranean, was not evident in the protection of the marine 
traffics that connected Italy with the Libya. 


2° The British perfects and prefers night tactics 

The third period of the "battle of the convoys" had, therefore, beginning with first of June 
1941. And it was one of the periods when its gets worse for the marine communications between 
the Metropolis and the Colony. Especially in the months of the late summer and the autumn 
during which the Italian mercantile fleet perhaps endured more hard losses of the entire conflict. 

And not only because the departure of the X CAT from Sicily concurred with the island of 
Malta to find again its earlier efficiency as a springboard of launching submarines, and, 
especially, for airplanes, but also - and perhaps mainly - why in the same period of time airplanes 
and British submarines destined to lay a trap on our lines of communication sharpen their tactics, 
improve their war equipment, characterizes the true weak point of the Italian sea and air 
organization, increases (to the torpedo bombers) their range, perfecting the training and realizes 
perfect collaboration between several the types of attacking units. 

In order to supply a luminous picture of the tactical improvements achieved by the adversary 
it is opportune to analyze the improvements for the types of unit we listed. 

a) Airplane. - the Italian traffic directed to Libya had to first endure aerial attacks in 
December 1940 - when 
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convoys still followed, nearly all, the route west along the sand banks of the Kerkennah - without 
receiving serious damage; then, during the months in which the X CAT it had been located in 
Sicily, enemy aerial aggressiveness had been reduced practically to zero. 

But not hardly had the German aviation left the central Mediterranean, the air arm of Malta 
was frightening revealed without warning and, when the resumptions of attacks on our marine 
lines of communication, demonstrated that the aircraft of the several specialties had reached a 
training that they did not possess before. 

They began attacks to it of low flight level bombers (see FOSCARIND, began attacks of 
torpedo bombers, before to the twilight and then in full night - some of which we will speak of a 
moment -, mainly had begin to perfect diurnal and nocturnal collaboration between 
reconnaissance aircraft, torpedo bombers and bombers that had formed only of the various types 
of aircraft a blockade, efficient day and night. 

First nocturnal attacks of British torpedo bombers were endured by our convoys in July of 
1941, just as the bombers abandoned the aggression tactics of the surface shaving flight which 
turned out evidently much too onerous (will see that in June many aircraft were shot down that 
followed such tactics and that in some cases the attacking aircraft fell due to collision against the 
masts of the attacked steamships). From about the summer of 1941 afterwards then the attack of 
the torpedo bomber became the preferred form of assault of the English Air Force that had 
improved the training of it's pilots, it increased the number of aircrafts using aerial torpedoes and, 
as it has been said more over, it realized an efficient collaboration between aerial torpedo 
bombers and reconnaissance aircraft; especially between torpedo bombers, nocturnal 
reconnaissance aircraft equipped with radar and aircrafts destined to launch the illuminant of 
Bengal, the so-called the "bengalieri". From perfect collaboration between these three types of 
aircrafts (but often the nocturnal reconnaissance and the Bengal launcher of were the work of the 
same aircraft) derived not few losses to Italian mercantile ships, especially oil tankers that were 
the preferred target of the torpedo bombers. 

In the summer of 1941 they moreover began to enter service, torpedo bombers which, 
aircrafts of constantly greater range. It was passed therefore from the Swordfish with a range of 
100 miles, to the Swordfish able to travel 160 miles from base and, 
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from these, to the Blenheim that, in December 1941, had more than 300 mile range, in order 
to arrive finally to the Beaufort (August 1942) in a position to operate beyond 400 miles from the 
airport of departure. 

From this moment on then (we are already in summer 1942) the torpedo bombers, leaving 
from bases in Egypt or from Malta, according to the cases, can strike the entire center-eastern 
Mediterranean. 

As we speak about the improvements of British aerial arm we look ahead for a moment of time 
and, look beyond the months of summer 1941 to which we are placed with our chronicle, fixate 
now on the first months of 1942 British aviation realized a form of attack arranged with bombers 
and torpedo bombers and, from July then, sometimes succeeded to obtain a optimal 
synchronization of movements between level bombers, torpedo bombers, the combat aircrafts 
therefore above all surprised the aerial and naval units of escort, putting these last at serious risk. 
We have pointed out to the employed radar and Bengal from aircraft: become now briefly above 
the argument in order to specify that the adoption of both the modern discovery against the 
technique - is themselves purely on various plans - represented the most important improvement 
the British brought to their aerial units employed against our traffic. 

It was in fact only the employment of radar and excellent artificial pyrotechnics to largely 
being the able illuminant (Bengal) that it allowed our adversary to search and to fight convoys in 
the night when also the same convoys lacked aerial escort and when the naval escort (without 
radar) was practically blind and deaf in the comparisons to the former. Neither wide and often 
effective use, diurnal and nocturne, of discharging smoke screens on our part could constitute a 
sufficient defense. 

b) Submarines. - Also the submarines, to depart from the summer 1941, perfected and in a 
undisputable sense changed their methods of attack. As we have already said on other occasions 
during the first months of the conflict the English underwater units in the Mediterranean, were 
few and probably badly trained and organized; but from 1941 increasing aggressiveness and for 
the convoys in navigation manifestly more and more dangerous. In 1940 and the first months of 
1941 the British "u-boats " 
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had patrolled as single units and nearly always by day; but to start, in a big way, from May 1941 
they began to attack also at night and, a very often, no longer as isolated units, but with groups of 
two-three submarines (also more) perhaps guided until contact from reconnaissance aircrafts 
endowed with airborne radar. 

From the final considerations expressed here on purpose of the improvement of British 
technical means and the tactics adopted by aircrafts and submarines to start in the summer 1941, 
it appears obvious that, with 1941, our Mediterranean adversary learning to attack the Italian 
marine traffic essentially, if not exclusively, at night. 

The English had quickly become convinced that the night represented the true point of 
weakness in the Italian sea and air organization; they had correctly perceived that, thanks to radar, 
they had at night undisputed superiority over the Italian adversary and logically they equipped 
and organized their units to attack our marine lines so as to expand their activity in the nocturnal 
hours. 

The English had seen at Matapan and at Kerkennah how much the night was favorable; they 
had proven that in the nocturnal hours they could reach complete of surprise on Italian naval 
formations and destroy to mercantile ships and unit of war without receiving any loss and it is 
therefore perfectly logical and totally adherent to their realistic vision of the military problems, 
that in a short time they had equipped aircrafts - and also perhaps the submarines - besides naval 
ships, with equipment perfect for nocturnal combat. 


3° The Italian Camp 

In the other field, and that is in the Italian field, it was increasingly, truly, the number of the 
efficient battleships (moreover they could not be employed for the escort of convoys attacked 
almost solely by submarines and airplanes) but the number of the ships was in remarkably 
diminished in comparison to light units the only truly useful ones for the escort services. 
Diminished because it had not been possible to replace the majority of the destroyer and torpedo 
boats sunk or in used for war events 
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diminished because some torpedo boats had been located in Aegean for the operational 
requirements in those areas by now on balance in our possession. 

And nothing concrete still had been possible to realize in order to allow the convoys an 
active defense against it's nocturnal attacks of whichever kind. 

The Italian and German aircrafts particularly were not equipped for nocturnal combat and 
therefore at night fall escorting aircraft always left the convoys; the escorting naval ships, lacking 
in radar, did not have any way to detect the approach of an adversary, naval or aerial, and of 
timely compete with them. 

When the attacker manifested its presence with torpedo, bombs or gun shots, the light units tight 
around the convoys always reacting as they could, firing against the invisible aggressor being 
very completely without information, but it was to be a matter of reaction that - it must be frankly 
acknowledged - could not intimidate or stop attackers that were availed of the precise indications 
of the radar and the strong lighting system of the target given by the Bengal. 

Recognizing the impossibility to protect the convoys at night by means of an active defense, 
resorted to an passive defense studying and putting into effect all the protecting measures that 
appeared to answer the objective. 

Measures that essentially consisted: 

- in making the steamships to zigzag also at night in order to disconcert the underwater units 
attacking on the surface (the night submarines attacked being to gall); 

- in violent maneuvering of the convoys once approached as soon as some Bengal was 
ignited in the sky above the formation, therefore to show to the illuminant the bow or the stern of 
the steamships, as minor a possible target; 

- in covering the entire convoy with a dense fog as soon as, the ignition of Bengal or other 
symptoms, appeared of a probable aerial attack (1). 


(1) We entered the war with a complete guideline on the employment of artificial fog in day 
and in night: guideline that was demonstrated perfectly adherent to the tactical necessities. 
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No doubt that many cargo vessels were saved from the nocturnal aerial attack only thanks to the 
measures of passive defense put into effect and directed from the escorting units. 

Why such measures of defense were more and more provided effective were due to technical improvements 
in the smoke dischargers of the escorting units that all became equipped with smoke dischargers of 
chlorohydrin besides that of fuel oil and to smoke dischargers installed in the smokestack, in addition to 
those already arranged on the stern, and there was provided equipping smoke-producing systems, located at 
the bow as on the stern, all the steamships used in the traffic with North Africa. A provision, this last one, 
that performance was nearly completes only in the late summer of 1942, but that it was begun to adopt 
from June-July 1941 and therefore we must outline the defensive measures studied to combat the British 
nocturnal aggressiveness against the Italian convoys. 

We have pointed out that the zigzagging and a rapid hard approach at one time were effective factors 
of the passive defense of the convoys, but one or the other type of maneuver demanded a rapidity and a 
urgency of communications between mercantile ships and, the escorting ships that at the beginning of the 
war nonexistent at all. 

Also this problem was faced from end of 1941, when their multiplication of attacks put in the 
necessity evidence. 

In the beginning all the cargo vessels of the N. A. traffic were equipped with " radio transmitter " 
apparatus, that allowed a sufficient secrecy of radiotelegraphic communications, but had the disadvantage 
of a excessive capacity; subsequently, begin to from about the autumn of 1941, on the cargo vessels of a 
certain tonnage were installed also the most modern ultra-short waves apparatus for the communications by 
radiotelephone for inside of the convoy. The capacity of such apparatuses was around 10 miles maximum; 
their transmissions could not consequently be picked up from the stations on Malta or the British bases in 
Egypt and that constituted not a small asset because of guaranteeing the secrecy of communications. 

The short wave wireless apparatuses, well-matched the execution of fast and difficult maneuvers, 
were a precious element for the protection of the convoys and navigational emergency 
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enemy nocturnal Bengal flare and spread our own artificial fog. 

Also the traditional methods of communication were improved by equipping the steamships 
with signal flags, small floodlights for signaling, rockets, etc., and by embarking one or two 
Naval signalers on every steamship. But war experience demonstrated that only those systems of 
communication between ships could perhaps serve as an expedient in lack of anything better, but 
it was absolutely inadequate for the execution of emergency maneuvers under enemy aerial or 
underwater attack. At night, then, the orders, were given by radiotelephone or there was not any 
possibility of giving them since could not certain have resorted to luminous signaling that would 
immediately have attracted the attention of the attacker. 

In some case in which the steamboats they were not equipped of apparatuses of high grade 
or they had them in damage, the escort commander returned at night to voice communications 
with megaphone moving their ship downwind of the steamships; before the communication was 
directed, but the system was only followed in the most exceptional cases and in which extreme 
need since, how easy is to give, orders orally with the megaphone not only to have some 
immediacy, but they always implied a risk of collision between mercantile ships and torpedo 
boats of the escort forced to by close by the other in the dark and while an enemy attack was 
raging. 

We have not pointed out only to highlight all the aspects - the minor ones also - of the 
difficultly nocturnal navigations of the convoys when the British offense began to become really 
dangerous: from June 1941 and afterwards, that is. 

In short, to the beginning of the summer of 1941, the really determining factors of the "battle 
of the convoys" appeared clearly to have changed to our disfavor, although the strategic situation 
and general situation had some obvious points to Italy's advantage. 

Of the factors that affecting on the "battles of the convoys" we have spoken of to now rather 
diffusely in order to analyze the circumstances and fact records; but it is opportune to synthesize 
now shortly all the elements taken in consideration there buy report to the reader a clear 
summarized picture. 
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a) The departure of the X CAT from Sicily diminishes the aerial pressure on Malta; the 
island returns to its former efficiency quickly becoming, with passing of the months, more and 
more threatening. 

b) The departure of the X CAT affects also the consistency of the aerial escorts considerably 
so that, by the end of May 1941, quantitatively become inferior to those realized from January to 
the end of April. 

c) In the meantime the British aircrafts torpedo bombers increase aerial range and, beginning 
in the summer, they begin to operate also at night; indeed essentially as of nightfall and in bona 
fide cooperation with radar endowed reconnaissance planes and artifices pyrotechnic (Bengal 
with parachute) in order to illuminate the targets. 

d) The bomber airplanes for a certain time attacked the convoys during day by surface 
skimming tactics; then because of the dangerousness of such type of maneuver which cause the 
loss of numerous aircraft, begin to attack also at night and in tightened collaboration with radar 
aircraft and Bengal with parachute. 

e) The submarines put into effect the tactics of the attack in groups of two-three submarines; 
they with great ability take advantage of sighting that they receive from the aerial reconnaissance 
aircraft with which they keep in radio contact. They deliver, in this period, rare diurnals attacks 
when they make contact with single isolated steamboats or convoys modestly escorted; they 
intensify instead their nocturnes surface attacks opening a very painful void in the large ocean- 
going liners used for the transport troop. Presumably some of them are equipped with radar for 
the nocturnal surface attacks at great distances. 

f) The number of the Italian light units available for escort of the convoys is considerably 
diminished in consequence is of the losses endured, and from the relocation of some torpedo 
boats to the Aegean. 

g) The active defense of the convoys during the night could not be increased in some way 
because the Italian aircrafts are not equipped for nocturnal combat and because the torpedo boats 
used for escort are not equipped with radar. 
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h) Some measures for the passive defense in nocturnal hours are put into effect between 
which they demonstrate particularly effective the zigzagging, the maneuvering at once of the 
entire convoy, the fog curtains. 

1) The cargo vessels of the traffic N. A. are gradually putting (in approximately a year) in 
conditions for putting into effect the defensive measures indicated in the previous codicil. They 
become therefore equipped with smoke dischargers, radio telegraph apparatuses and wireless 
apparatuses and short waves that correspond to the necessary rapidity of communications within 
the convoy. 


4"" The intensity of the traffic 

In the first months of the summer of 1941 while, in concurrence with the English offensive 
in order to relieve the besieged Tobruk, the Army urged with more and more pressing demands 
for the supply of fuel and ammunitions. Demands to which Navy tried to give every effort in spite 
of the operating difficulties that have been illustrated in the previous paragraph. 

Therefore, just in the month of June 1941, the tonnage of the transported materials reaches 
the highest figures in all the war: approximately 100,000 tons, with losses of 6% regarding the 
quantitative sent. 

Equally high it was mercantile tonnage employed in the first months of the third period: 
more than 400,000 g.r.t. in June, beyond a million in July, nearly 600.009 g.r.t. in August. The 
losses of ships went from a minimum of 3 % in June, to a maximum of approximately 5%, of the 
tonnage employed, in August, and were caused, in these first months of the third period, primarily 
from aircrafts bombers. 

In June 1941 the torpedo bombers did not sink any mercantile ship and the submarines 
succeeded in torpedoing only one steamer of 600 tons (the ARSIA) moored at Lampedusa and 
two small merchant ships of 1000 tons each (the SCARONI and the QUERIND), first in costal 
navigation along the Libyan coast, the second between Pantelleria and Lampedusa (will speak 
about these cargo vessels latter). 

That it demonstrates also that the Italian commanders had drawn good lessons from the 
experience of a year at war. 
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5" The First convoys of the third period 

The first convoy of the third period was the AQUITANIA convoy . One of the larger ones, 
for number of ships, that made the navigation between Italy and Libya and also one of the slowest 
since, it did not exceed 8 knots of speed. It was composed from Steamships AQUITANIA, 
CAFFARO, NIRVO, BEATRICE COSTA. MONTELLO and by the tanker POZARICA. 
Accompanied by the DD. AVIERE (escort command), CAMICIA NERA, GENIERE, DARDO 
and by the TB. MISSORI and protected at a distance by the 8th CL division (ABRUZZI and 
GARIBALDD under the command of Admiral Legnani. 

Departing from Naples in the afternoon of the 1st June, it started for the Channel of Sicily 
and passed through in the morning of the 2nd a diversion from the route in order to escape a 
submarine spotted in the area; at 14:45 hours of same the day, 2 June was attacked by 5 bombers 
of the Maryland type constructed in American, that they bombed, from low altitude, as they had 
already attacked the MS. FOSCARINI. The steamships MONTELLO and BEATRICE COSTA, 
hit by full loads, - they sank; one of the attacking airplane was shot down from the escorting ships 
that recovered two of the British airmen. 

On the latter attack the commander of the escorts (cap. vascello Bigi) reports: 

"Attack of enemy aerial bombers (lat. 35°25' 30" N; long. 11°57' 30" E between the Pelagie 
islands and the coast of Tunisia). According to the petty officer first class r.t. of the shot down 
enemy aircraft during the attack had later stated, the convoy had been sighted from an English 
reconnaissance aircraft in the antemeridian hours to South of the island of Pantelleria. The 
squadron of five Bristol Blenheim twin-engine planes had raised itself in flight from Malta little 
after noon and had traced the convoy towards 14:00 hours, facilitated surely by the slowness of 
the steamships that were not very far from the area in which they had been sighted. 

But due the presence of our fighters (always according to what was asserted the by English 
prisoner to the 2nd Officer, of the GENIERE that was interrogating him), the enemy airplane had 
been stayed very far from the convoy, in anticipation of a favorable moment in order to execute 
the attack. 
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In fact it turned out, later on, that some escort ships and some steamships had sighted 
towards 14:15 hours, five aircraft, much far on the starboard, that they flew low to the sea with 
route nearly parallel to that of the convoy and in a direction towards the Tripolitania. Later losing 
sight of them had left the impression were German Junker transport aircraft. 

At 14:30 hours approximately the two CR 42 fighter aircraft, that until then had escorted the 
convoy, departed, leaving behind, in the sky above the formation a Cant Z 501 so that it could, 
provide, antisubmarine reconnaissance. 

At 14:45 hours, at a distance of approximately 4000 meters they are sighted to starboard, 
near the direction of the sun, 5 aircraft in a triangle formation and at a height judged to be of 
approximately 50 meters above the sea, heading decidedly towards the convoy. 

I gave the alarm and I call the fighter aircraft. 

The First recognizing the nationality of the aircraft has the feeling of an attack. 

The escort ships and the steamships immediately open the fire with machine-guns, although 
the shooting, for the torpedo bombers that were approaching on the left, turn out to be rather 
difficult aircraft, therefore flying at a low altitude, nearly remain blocked by the steamships. 

In proximity of the convoy the enemy aircraft, in formation always close, approaching 
slightly on their left in order to avoid the escort ships. Uniting on the tail steamships, well back in 
the formation and, low on the sea, without turning not even to pull-up, they dropped bombs on the 
convoy. An aircraft fell in flames, the others completed the attack went away always at a low 
altitude, towards east, followed by the fire of all the ships. 

The Steamship MONTELLO that carried a cargo of ammunition and aviation fuel, was hit 
by a full load probably from more than a bomb, exploded. An enormous blaze, a highest column 
of smoke and after a few seconds nothing remain afloat just a greasy spot and some tiniest 
wreckage. No member of the crew has was saved. 

The SS. BEATRICE COSTA, is hit by a bomb in the central hold, where part of the cargo 
was constituted by gasoline in drums 
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gasoline, caught fire. The flames are looked about to lick the central superstructure and have the 
immediate impression that the fire can be tamed with difficultly. The crew abandons ship and is 

safe. The steamship is in flames, without crew, with the engines in motion and the rudder turned, 
long continues to complete wide circles in the area of the attack". 

In his observations of what happened, the commander of the escort still emphasizes that the 
attack was carried out approximately 20 minutes after the aerial escort had abandoned the 
convoy. 

The shipwrecked are collected by the MISSORI and the GENIERE. In proximity of 
BEATRICE C. it falls to the CAMICIA NERA to proceed to sink the cargo vessel when the 
impossibility of salvage becomes obvious. 

The other steamships continued on course and reached Tripoli 4 June. 

The escort ships received the orders transferring them to the Libyan port until the unloading 
of the cargo vessels is completed then return with the convoy and during the stop over in port 
they endured 4 nocturnal air raids that moreover did not cause damages to either the cargo vessels 
nor to the warships. 

After seven days, and by 11 June, the POZARICA had aboard still more than half of the 
cargo, the NIRVO and the CAFFARO approximately half, the AQUITANIA approximately a 
third. 

To this point the commander of the AVIERE reports in his dispatch: 

"In forecast of the arrival of the ERNESTO convoy who would have mainly congested the 
port, the ships of the squadron received orders to leave with the AQUITANA (that was bring 
back to Italy approximately thousand tons of material not disembarked) and with steamships 
NITA and CASTELVERDE that already has been empty for a long time at the port. To the 
convoy the motor fishing vessel AMBA ALAGI was added." 

And clearly the marine traffic with Libya not only met with difficulties at sea. 


Nearly all the convoys made in June endured attacks of aerial bombers. Some of them 
endured, among others, the ERNESTO convoy 
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ERNESTO during the navigation going to Tripoli and during the one of return. 

In going the convoy he was composed of the Italian cargo vessels; ERNESTO, GIULIA, 
TEMBIEN, COL DI LANA, AMSTERDAM and by German WACHTFELS, escorted by the DD 
MALOCELLO (escort command, cap. freg del Buono) and by the PROCIONE, PEGASO, 
ORSA. Speed 10 knots. After Favignana the auxiliary ship PACINOTTI and TB CLIO joined the 
convoy. 

At 18:30 hours of 11 June, to south of Pantelleria, the formation was attacked by two aerial 
bombers that flew over the ships at low altitude, according to a recently adopted tactics. 

The unfruitful attack therefore is described by the escort commander:" 

At 18:30 hours two enemy airplane coming from astern of the convoy, at the lowest altitude, 
attack steamship TEMBIEN that is second in the left column by dropping bombs and machine 
gunning. Before bombing one of the aircraft appears to have been hit by the antiaircraft fire of the 
SS TEMBIEN and WACHTFELS, loses height and hits against mast of the same steamship and 
thereafter falls in flames into the sea. I open the fire against the other airplane; I cannot shoot with 
the cannons because the PEGASO is in the field of fire and the airplane to a few meters above the 
water. 

One SM-79 and subsequently two fighters chases the enemy airplane. At the moment of the 
attack only the SM-79 was in sight of the convoy off the bow by approximately 5000 meters 
distance”. 

The attack caused numerous hits to SS. TEMBIEN by machine gun fire, but no more serious 
loss of men and ships. 

More common and serious was the aerial attack during navigation of return, begun from 
Tripoli in the afternoon 21st of June. 

Steamships; ERNESTO, GIULIA, COL DI LANA, TEMBIEN, AMSTERDAM, 
WACHTFELS. 

Escort: DD Malocello, TB. PROCIONE, PEGASO, ORSA. The attack was carried out at 
12:08 hours of the 22nd by six low altitude bombers. 

"At 12:08 hours - the escort commander reports - sighted to starboard a formation of six 
airplane at extremely low altitude that move to attack the convoy. Machine gun fire is opened by 
me 
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after giving the alarm and, when possible, with the guns. Also the other escort ships and the 
steamships have opened fire. The six aircraft in approaching are divided into two groups of three 
planes. One tries to attack the front line of steamships the other the second. The steamships turn 
putting the stern on the airplane, of which only two carry complete the attack by dropping bombs 
on two steamships. The others approach in several directions for dropping their the cargo of 
bombs. Two aircraft are shot down; one catches fire in air and falls, the other hits the water". 

The steamships TEMBIEN and WACHTFELS were hit rather seriously, but did not sink. 
Assisted by the TB. PROCIONE and ORSA they are the brought back with damage and continue 
in navigation, under tow of the two torpedo boats. 

In assuming the towing of large and heavy cargo vessels partially flooded, our torpedo boats 
are tested, once again, of great nautical ability and of indomitable spirit. 

The towing lasted some hours; while both cargo vessels, repaired the damages and contained 
the water infiltrations, could restore motion. Given the worrisome conditions they sheltered 
themselves at Pantelleria, with the escort of the torpedo boats that had assisted them since the 
beginning and the DD. MAESTRALE and GRECALE escape from their encounter to Palermo. 

While the torpedo boats were occupied lending attendance to the two damaged steamships, 
they were sighted in passing by a submarine that got ready to the attack the damaged cargo 
vessels. 

Against the underwater unit Tp. ORSA, PROCIONE and, especially, the PEGASO (C.te il 
T. v. Sironi) reacted immediately and he reports his actions in the following: 

"12:54 Hours - Beginning the launch of the Depth Charges. Completed the first run, in 
correspondence of the first DC launch, sighted at approximately 1500 meters astern an air 
bubble, signaling the surfacing of the submarine that is introduced listing to starboard at 
approximately 70° showing all the side and the forward part of the tower. 
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soon after it surfaces. It then reverses. The sinking of the submarine has also been observed 

by nearly the whole of my crew and that of the TEMBIEN. This is cheered and applauded 

with enormous enthusiasm. The Commander of the TEMBIEN who also has observed the 
sinking launch the outcry of "Viva I'Italia”. 

12:59 hours - Beginning a new launch of depth charges. Completed the launch area is inspected 
in slow motion. A large oil slick is observed". 

And from an excerpt of the report of the TB. ORSA follows approximately the recovery of an 
airman from a shot British aircraft: 

"15:40 hours - Sight at approximately three thousand meters a small boat with a shipwrecked 
aboard and head there at once. 

16:06 hours - The shipwrecked is retrieved turn out to be: 

1st Squadron Leader John Harrison - Broadley 

2nd Sergeant Stewart Carl Thompson 

3rd Sergeant Leonard Felton. Hurt very seriously". 

On intent of the aerial attack endured by the convoy the escort commander, cap. di freg. 
Nicolo del Buono, observes that: 

1) At the time of the enemy attack the aerial escort to the convoy was formed by two CR 42 
fighter aircrafts and a Cant Z 501 seaplane for antisubmarine escort; 

2) Of the six attacking bombers, two were hit by fire of the torpedo boats and fell in sea; 
some other did not succeed in reaching the sky above the steamships and it went away after 
having dropped their bombs in water; 

3) A third aircraft ahead probably was shot down by one of the two escort fighters of the 
convoy; 

4) The escort commander writes textually the Cant Z 501 - had interposed itself between the 
steamships and the enemy airplane firing with its machine-guns and resuming thereafter the 
escort to the end of the action; 

5) the CR 42 fighter aircraft, that escorted the convoy, are clearly inferior in speed to that of 
the enemy aircrafts. 
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the remaining undamaged cargo vessels of the aerial attack, that is ERNESTO, GIULIA, COL DI 
LANA, AMSTERDAM, reached Naples at dawn of the 24th. 


6th Fast convoy 

In the month of June the fast convoys for troop transport made in all two complete travels - 
round trips - between Italy and Libya. First with departed from Naples on the 7th of June and 
departed from Tripoli, for return to the Mother land, on the 12th of June; the second with 
departure from Naples on the 25th. It is of this second mission we give a short account in order to 
put in evidence the precautions that were taken, not as well as for counter attacking it adversaries, 
but for much prevention. 

The convoy left, therefore, from Naples at dawn of the 25th of June, formed by the motor- 
ships OCEANIA and NEPTUNIA and the SS. ESPERTA and MARCO POLO, escorted by the 
DD. GENIERE (escort command, cap. vasc. Luciano Bigi), Geniere Gioberti, LANCIERE, DA 
NOLI, TB. Calliope. Convoy commander rear admiral Ajel/o, aboard on the ESPERIA. The 
convoy, headed for Tripoli, by way of the strait of Messina and therefore for the eastern route by 
Malta, thought to be more convenient for the fast troop convoys. On the convenience we have 
already written, and we have reprinted a memorandum of Supermarina; but we think it opportune 
to add, the greater precautions, the route to east of Malta was preferred kind for the faster 
convoys and more precious because such convoys appeared more convenient then the other. 

The disadvantages of this route regarding the other, one of Pantelleria and the Kerkennah, in 
the summer of 1941, As we have already pointed out, were: 

- the longer distance; 

- the eventuality (improbable) of surprise from light units forward positioned from 
Alexandria or Tobruk and not sighted timely: 

- the smaller possibilities to assure the aerial escort during the entire diurnal distance. 

The advantages instead: 
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- greater elasticity of movements for diversions and maneuvers; 

- possibility to keep the cargo vessels outside of the range of torpedo bombers by following a 
convoy route outside of the range of such aircrafts based at Malta; 

- ability to effectively leave the adversary uncertain as to the exact route. 

Weighed for and against, Supermarina - as pointed out - preferred to start on the eastern 
route the fast convoys and on that other of placing the slower steamships. 

But, thought by taking various routes - it is well to insist on this -, it was also always enough 
exactly delimited narrow water that the convoys unavoidably has to sail. 

After the Strait of Messina, the escort of the ESPERTA convoy was reinforced by the 
destroyers CORAZZIERE, CARABINIERE, ASCARI, LANCIERE (12th DD squadron) and 
subsequently, after the sunset of the 25th, by the cruisers TRIESTE and GORIZIA that at a 
distance assumed the protection of the cargo vessels. A precautionary measure that came to be 
adopted every time in which it was known that British light units were present to Malta. 

In this occasion, moreover, the opposing surface ships, even if effectively located in the 
central Mediterranean, did not manifest some vain desired offensive. Against the ESPERTA 
convoy it was instead active English aviation, mainly on evening of the 25th of June. 

The Italian formation was sighted by a reconnaissance aircraft while it was still to north of 
the parallel of Murro di Porco (Siracusa) and shortly endured its first attack at 20:20 hours when 
the aerial escort, constituted by two SM-79 and four M. 200, had just left the sky above the Italian 
ships. At the time of the first attack a single fighter aircraft was flying CAP for protection of the 
convoy. 

The report of the escort commander, cap. di vasc. Luciano Bigi, therefore specifies sequence 
of the aerial attacks: 

"20:30 hours - At 32 miles for 90° from Murro di Porco, aerial alarm after unexpectedly 
sighting in the sky above the convoy of three enemy Martin Maryland type bombers that, we have 
convoys 
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coming from various directions, maintaining a height of approximately 2,500 meters. Their height 
on the horizon does not allow the employment of the 120 mm turrets; all the DD. and the 
steamships immediately open fire with the machine-guns. 

It was observed the launch of 5 bombs, two of which fall astern of the NEPTUNIA, that is 
between the steamship and the rear most TB. escort. 

20:30 hours - After the launch the bombers go away. But a little latter an enemy aircraft 
repeats the attack coming from left with a route straight to the convoy, at a height of 1,500 
meters approximately. The most intense fire of all the ships concentrated on this one aircraft. The 
aircraft, before passing over of the convoy, breaks off from the attack and goes away without to 
dropping bombs. 

It appears, coming from astern, that the enemy bomber that loses height slowly and leaves 
with a trail of smoke, followed only short distance by our fighter aircraft that had remained in 
vicinity of the convoy. The enemy aircraft launched two green star flares. Two men then launch 
themselves with parachutes, one of which did not open, then the aircraft is seen to has splashed 
down and to overturned to 5000 meters approximately abeam of the last ships of the convoy. I did 
not send a ship for recovery of the shipwrecked, in order not to diminish the defense of the 
convoy that always remained under aerial attack. 

20:40 hours - Two enemy bombers attack the convoy for the third time , coming from 
starboard. Immediate antiaircraft action on part of the escort ships. An airplane reacts with bursts 
of machine gun fire that fall approximately 50 m. starboard of the DD. DA NOLI, approaches 
from the left and it goes away without dropping bombs. The other, instead, reaches the sky above 
the convoy and drops a bomb that falls approximately to 300 meters astern of the MARCO 
POLO. From the water columns raised and the concussion of the explosion have the impression 
that the bombs dropped during the three aerial attacks were of medium power. 

20:00 hours - Supermarina with radio cipher n. 14870 informs the convoy had been sighted 
at 18:35 by an enemy reconnaissance aircraft, sure the same aircraft that the escort units had seen 
about 18:25 hours. 

21:10 hours - Ahead of the convoy, at a height judged to be approximately 3000 meters an 
flare is ignited. Since already in others 
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convoys had begun to notice that the ignition of an illuminant preceded the attack of torpedo 
bombers, I order all the escort units to begin forming the smoke screen with their single chimney 
in order to avoid the fuel oil ignitions that often are take place in the smoke-producers on the 
stern. The illuminant, launch probably from a reconnaissance aircraft in order to indicate to other 
units in flight the position of the convoy, remained ignited for 8-9 minutes. While the curtain of 
smoke of all the torpedo boats stretches and takes hiding consistency, on both sides, the ships of 
the convoy. Only the screens of the ASCARI and the LANCIERE, than are located approximately 
1500 meters off the bow of the convoy turn out much too weak. I communicate therefore to the 
two ships to allow them to expire and to approach the convoy. 

21:29 hours - Torpedo bombers attack. Given the dark it has not been possible, at once, to 
render an account of the number of the aircraft taken part in the attack. From the impressions of 
the Commanders of the DDs. and the steamships I later have been able on to assess that the 
aircraft were surely not less than four. 

The aircraft, in formation, have reached the head of the convoy coming from the starboard 
side, then pass on the left having attacked the convoy separately, from the forward quarters. And 
begin receiving fire from the machine-guns. An aircraft entered the formation passing between 
the ASCARI and the LANCIERE; the lowest other flying over the bow of the ASCARI, crossing 
therefore the smoke screen at the points in which it was less dense. The others having launched 
keep themselves outside of the smoke screen. 

The wakes of the torpedo been seen distinguished by the exceptional phosphorescence of the 
sea. A torpedo passes in proximity of the LANCIERE. Two others in vicinity of the ESPERIA 
and the GIOBERTI that have to maneuver for avoid them. Another of the stern on the Marco 
Polo. That one which passes the stern of the ESPERIA exploded at the end of its run. The 
explosion of the others had gotten confused with the explosion of the bombs launch during the 
successive attack of bombers. 

21:37 hours - They have launched in area of the convoy three special illuminant that float on 
the sea. Two are extinguished very quickly, the third one instead continues to burn for 
approximately 2 minutes with the most intense yellow light, of high luminous power. The convoy 
completely is illuminated. The dispersed ships 
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While the lights of an airplane are sighted that fly over the convoy, against which 
concentrated fire of all the machine-guns. They launch, in unknown number, bombs of high 
power, which we hear the explosions. One falls a few meters to starboard of the ESPERIA and 
the exploding damages the superstructures, killing a machine-gunner and hurting some thirty of 
soldiers, some of which seriously. 

21:45 hours - The aircraft go away followed by the fire of the machine-guns. Aboard the 
ASKARIS is found wreckage which the commander of the DD. recognizes as a crashed airplane". 

The attack of the bombers and torpedo bombers at the end of the twilight was particularly 
heavy, even if inconclusive; and it gives a clear testament to the aggressive spirit that animate 
British airmen, this is the new tactic they mean to put into effect; nocturnal tactics, tactics of 
simultaneous attacks, or nearly so, of bombers and torpedo bombers with wide employment of 
luminous flares. And to find that in this occasion, beyond the customary Bengal, which were 
adopted before the calcium chloride flares that were dropped on the water and remained ignited 
for some minutes signaling the position and the route of the convoy. 

The insistence of the aerial attack and the reasoned presumptuousness that attacks could be 
repeated them in the course of the night and the next morning, while the convoy was outside of 
the range of our fighters, they induced Supermarina to order that the entire formation and the 
TRIESTE Division withdraw on Taranto. More so after a maritime reconnaissance aircraft 
sighted and attacked a submarine in ambush was discovered on the route of the convoy. 

From Taranto the four cargo vessels, always with the escort of the DD. AVIERE, 
GENIERE, GIOBERTI, LANCIERE, DA NOLI, and TB. CALLIOPE and the 3rd cruiser 
Division accompanied in its turn by the 12th DD sq., resumed the route on the afternoon of the 
27th of June for Tripoli following a route that passed very wide of Malta. But already in the 
morning of the 28 the convoy was sighted by an enemy reconnaissance aircraft whose radio 
telegram report was intercepted and deciphered by the Supermarina and they informed the ships 
at sea, and which returned in the afternoon although a strong executed diversion. 
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the day and the successive night passed however without alarms or attack of any kind. 

Only towards 9:00 hour of the 29th, when the convoy, by now near Tripoli, already had been 
left by the 3rd Division and had been reached by the aerial escort (two M. 200, two SM-79, two 
Cant Z-501), recorded a new attack by British bombers. They dropped a few bombs that did not 
cause any damage to the mercantile ships or to the warships. 

And at 10:30 hours of the 29th the entire convoy was to the mooring in the port of Tripoli. 
The trip was ended but not the English aviation, in the days in which the convoy remained in the 
harbor of the Libyan port, there was no lack of aerial bombing of the city at nocturnal and day. 
Their succession and intensity can be noted in the report transmitted from Tripoli harbor to the 
Supermarina on Date 2 July 1941: 

"the first attack was the dropping of bombs by an armed reconnaissance aircraft this was in 
fact in the same afternoon of the day of arrival of the convoy, at 18:30 to 19:45, when but after 
the troops had been disembarked and removed from the port. The second attack was a little latter, 
from 21:48 to 23:49, from of a unknown number of aircrafts that tried to pin point the target by 
means of illuminant rockets, dropped bombs and, was thought at first, also numerous magnetic 
mines fallen on the entrance and area. 

It was the reason therefore this last caused a feverish magnetic mine sweep to begun the 
following dawn and putting in to effect a: route of emergency escape, already previously studied. 
The magnetic mine sweep turned out to be negative it is now believed that the water columns 
spotted from the guarding torpedo boat in the outer harbor were from the fall of bombs and 
explosions rather than placing magnetic mines. 

The morning of the 30th at 9:30 hours a group of 4 bombers coming from the west without the 
warning motor noise reach the inner harbor without having been sighted by the Lookout stations 
because of a dense haze and because of the noise of a strong ghibli. One of the bombers dropped 
at the lowest height (40-60 meters) four fragmentation bombs of 25 pounds and one incendiary in 
the center of the steamship ESPERTA. Fortunately those explosive did not have sufficient effect 
and those incendiary 
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provoked a modest fire quickly extinguished, and thereafter the ship exited without any serious 
damage. 

The Marine Command sent aboard its technicians who in a few hours quick emergency 
repaired the poor ESPERIA in condition for departure”. 

The convoy, always with the same escort, left Tripoli at 18:00 hours of the 30th, while a new 
(and a inconclusive) aerial attack was raging on the city. 

On the return trip it followed the western routes. 

It arrived at Naples in the night between the Ist and 2nd July 1941. 


7th The aerial escorts 

The persistent airplane attack endured by the convoys in the month of June gave to rise 
some doubt on the efficiency of the aerial escorts for the convoys. 

Such doubts were manifested particularly after the massive and violent attack suffered by 
"AQUITANIA convoy" and after the most serious damage received by the TREMBIEN and the 
WACHFELS, they were not lost only by assistance and then towing with great difficulty of the 
naval escort ships. Later of the doubts which, Superaereo specified to justify their point of view 
the argument put forward in letter 10793 dated 8 June 1941 and reprinted here therefore to put in 
evidence the effort made by the Air Force, beyond that of the Navy, in order to guarantee the 
navigation of the convoys on the Libyan routes: 

"Escort to the "AQUITANIA convoy" 

Escort with Fighters 

The protection to the convoy, begun at 05:50 hours in the area of Pantelleria, had been 
maintained until 13:40 hours in the area of Lampedusa to approximately 40 miles to the west of 
this last one. The escort was to be carried out by 8 sections of aircraft with alternating flights. The 
two last braces, just 7th and 8th, left respective at 13:10 and 14:10, did not sighted the convoy on 
the point in which it would have had to be according to the route of travel marked . They carried 
out a long 100° arc search of the route, without however succeeding to sighting them hindered 
also by the haze that reduced 
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the oblique visibilities to 7-8 Km. They missed sighting because the to planed route of the 
convoy, had moved approximately 32 miles in a SW direction from the foreseen position: of the 
other part the last two braces could not had any indication of the movement on part of the 6° 
brace, because, at their takeoff, it was still in flight. 

Later the beacon of alarm from the convoy, communicated from Marina Pantelleria to the 
Airport at 15:25 hours, one section of fighters had departed from pantelleria at 15:30 and the 
other soon after: they did not find the convoy. 


Escort with strike aircraft 

The first two sections, left respective at 14:00 hours and 16:00 hours, not having sighted the 
convoy. At 18:00 hours, as a result of confirmation from Messina Navy of the diversion of the 
convoy towards Kerkennah, had to be transmitted to the airplane in flight with the route and 
latitude position; that resulted in sighting at 20:00 hours in position approximately 20 mile to east 
of Kerkennah buoy #4. 

The escort was maintained until 20:55 hours at position 34° 46' and 12° 18’. 


Escort for the Naval Division 

Escort with fighters 

Six braces of aircrafts carried out the escort from 05:50 hours in position 4 miles SE of 
Pantelleria until hours 13:40, to approximately 40 miles. west of Lampedusa. The 7th brace was 
returning without sighting the naval ships because of the dense haze in the zone. The successive 
one found again the Division in the area of Lampedusa at 14:50 hours, and from that hour the 
protection was maintained until 16:45 hours, by three other sections changed in flight, until the 
position SE of Lampedusa. 


Escort with Bombers 

Had in place from 14:40 hours to 20:45 hours between the point 53" 40' and 12° 10' and the 
point 30 mile to SE of Kerkennah buoy #4 . According to these indications, on the 8th at 14:40 
hours the 8th Division would have moved approximately 14 miles to the west regarding the 
foreseen route. 
The effectiveness of the convoy escorts one finds that at times, delays cause by variations of 
march 
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(than as it is famous she is many driven in in the warm season along the Tunisian eastern coast), 
because of imprecise conduct of navigation on part of the fighter aircraft, the aerial protection can 
be irregular and sometimes of uncertain effectiveness. 

The enemy in fact of prefers to set its actions farther from area of the bases in Tripoli and 
Pantelleria (Kerkennah) or at end of evening twilight. Moreover the fighters in flight carries out 
its task of protection from aerial attack, keeping them in the presence of the ships within a radius 
of 4-5 Km. and they cannot therefore also prevent not to hinder the task of the enemy airplane 
that try to carry out reconnaissance and then to maintain the contact, from notable distances. 

The convoys have sometimes, for various reasons, variations in route or timetable that, also 
being totally justifiable and comprehensible, provoke greater difficulties to the task of the 
airplane. 

Most of the difficulties are due also to the equipment that dose not turn out perfectly suitable 
to the job. The fighter aircraft, for the difficulties caused by the distance they are employment 
from the coast; the bomber aircraft, on which can be placed little confidence for antiaircraft 
protection and the search and discovery of submarines in ambush or preparation for attack. 

Moreover the air force bases in Libya, for their local conditions at the time, not always 
useable, and no other base can substitute when such circumstances have taken place. 

The location of the base of Malta, besides rendering the enemy aerial offense very active, 
does not concur effectiveness for the discovery of when surface ships have departed from that 
base. 

With these considerations past thinking that, in spite of the engagement of ships and the 
heavy wear and tear of aerial equipment tax the special service, that it often demands an 
employment of 80 - 100 aircrafts, the practical realization for the escorting to the convoys 
introduces most remarkable difficulties, when they do not concur the absolute emergency for the 
convoys, especially when the atmospheric conditions reduce horizontal visibility considerably or 
variations have taken place, not foreseen, in the route taken by the convoys". 

To the observations and the just considerations of the Air Force General Staff, Supermarina 
replied pointing out that the convoys could not follow routes and hour you specify because 
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the navigation was influenced by factors whose weight could not ever be previewed in advance: 
factors deriving from the sea and by war requirements. They added that the escort commander 
had order a timely signal of every variation of speed and route changes of ten miles or more. 

"And certainly - the Supermarina continued - than a good part of the incontinence and the 
lamentable difficulties up to now could be obviated with the best harmony between the 
Commands... Various Commands have already written in their reports of having been perfect 
escorted by our aircrafts during all the hours of navigation...". 

In reality the problem of aerial escorts was ever completely resolved, is for the difficulty to 
establish a regulate alternation of airplanes in the sky above convoys at sea a remarkable distance 
from the bases, for the impossibility to realize the timely participation of a sufficient number of 
fighter and bomber aircraft and in case of emergency. 

The Air Force begrudge equipment and men to assure the vital aerial escort to all convoys in 
navigation, but the same nature of the things made that yes such escorts were sometimes 
insufficient, and at others totally lacking. 

We have approved much as 80-100 aircrafts for the escort of a single convoy and the naval 
Division of support were employed each day until , but not even the employment therefore of a 
huge aerial force, by the said same General Staff of the Air Force, was sufficient to guarantee 
navigation of the cargo vessels, because the destined escort aircrafts not always succeeded in 
finding the convoy in motion. 

When the escort aircraft were in the sky above the naval formations the attack enemy aircraft 
were always counterattacked with great resolution, but often the aerial escort was lacking and the 
opposing bombers and torpedo bombers were useful employed in order to assault the convoys just 
then. 

The AQUITANTA convoy and the Division of protection were attacked while they lacked 
aerial escort (for the reasons outlined in the letter of Superaereo which we reprinted); and the 
convoy guarded by the AVIERE endured massive aerial attacks 
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the 25 June only when the escort aircrafts, at nightfall, had left the ships. 

Between the English and Italian airplane was contriving therefore a small maneuver around 
to the convoy, made a astute maneuver of and wait, a maneuver in which ended better for the 
British because by having the choice of the moment of attack was in their hands (and, in order to 
attack, they always chose the moment in which to the convoys was unprotected by our fighters) 
and because they were organized, prepared, trained for the action in those nocturnal hours - in 
which they were mathematically sure not to find opposing, aircraft. It appears once again obvious 
that the British always followed the practice only to attack when the adversary had the lesser 
possibilities of defense; they followed such practice in the employment of the naval ships and 
they adopted it - as soon as it was possible - also for aircraft attacks. 

It must be pointed out that, in striking our traffic in the Central Mediterranean, the British 
Command followed a admirably unitary concept of action inspiring its tactics only to an informal 
criterion, a criterion that perhaps did not allow it to achieve all the results that they would have 
obtained operating otherwise, but sure allowed the reduction of its losses. A criterion undoubtedly 
far from the Nelsonian tradition, and that never did allow them to cut in a radical way the marine 
communications that joined Italy to Libya with an uninterrupted flow of mercantile ships, but 
under the aspect of the economy of forces he was without doubt a very appreciable one. 

The tenacity of aerial attacks on our convoys called the attention of the highest Commands 
to the problem of the A/A armament of the steamships. A problem faced until May 1941 only 
very hasty and still not resolved satisfactory by the end of the period. In effects Navy had armed 
the steamships, especially those of greater size, with some A/A machine-guns from 13.2 mm or 
20 mm, but there was a insufficient quantitatively of armament to face those aerial attacks that 
came delivered by numerous aircrafts at dusk when the Italian-German aerial escort had already 
abandoned the cargo vessels. 

An effective expedient was found embarking on the steamships to the action 
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of the departure for Libya, some companies of 20 millimeters machine-gunners from the Army 
with crews to make effective. Already the Germans had followed this system when they had to 
arm their steamships for the transport to Libya with the German armored Corp and the system had 
given good results. A first experiment of boarding machine-gun companies of the Army for the 
A/A defense of the steamships was carried out with the Marco Polo convoy - ESPERIA - 
VICTORIA, departed 8 June from Naples for Tripoli and, as the experiment demonstrated that 
the armament of the steamships therefore realized answered totally to the scope, Supermarina 
showed the supreme command and to the General Staff of the Army to increase to the number of 
the machine-gun companies at the disposition of the Agencies in charge of the organization of the 
convoys (Commissalles). 

For this purpose the Supermarina therefore expressed on date 13 June 1941, addressed to the 
Superesercito and, for information, the Supreme High Command: 

"In the impossibility, for lack of available machine-gunners, to increase the antiaircraft 
armament of the steamships, Superesercito of wanting is prayed to examine the possibility to put 
at disposal of Commissalles Naples - port the of armament of the traffic with Libya - three 
companies of 20 millimeter machine-guns with crews to make effective. 

Said companies would have to embark on the departing for steamships for Libya continuing 
therefore the successful experiment put into effect for concession of that Superesercito on the 
Marco Polo convoy - ESPERIA - VICTORIA which departed on 8 June from Naples for Tripoli. 

Since the convoys generally are composed of four steamships for troop transport or six- 
seven steamships with materials or fuels, the boarding on a convoy of a machine-gun company 
with 8 - 20 millimeter machine-guns from would considerably upgrade the antiaircraft armament 
of the single generally with two twin machine-guns; Armed steamships, if used for the transport 
troops, and with one and/or two single machine-guns from the cargo". 

The demanded machine-gun companies were granted and were boarded on the steamships 
used for the transport troops. But the system then was to become larger and other machine-gun 
companies came 
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assigned to the Commissalles so that, with the proceeding of the war, they were practically not 
any merchant ships of some importance that did not have the upgraded antiaircraft armament, or 
totally constituted, from machine-gunners of the Army. With their excellent crews for 20 
millimeters. 

It must also add that those ships, were engaged in tasks and in an atmosphere that surely 
was not congenital for them, they demonstrated the height of the difficult situations always they 
were forced to face and performing their duties with great-capacity and elavatissimo feeling of 
duty. 


8th Submarine Actions 


In June 41 the British submarines did not obtain a knockout blow against our traffic 
manifesting the most remarkable activity. Submarines were sighted repeatedly in the Channel of 
Sicily, outside the Strait of Messina, along the Libyan coastal, but fought and contrasted very 
effectively by the antisubmarine ships, very rarely could their attacks send them to the bottom. 

Their victims during the course of the month of June 1941 were only small or very small 
tonnage mercantile ships. One of them - the ARSIA (736 g.s.t.) was torpedoed while it was at 
anchor at Lampedusa; a second, PIETRO QUERINI of 1004 tonn., was hit a little to south of 
Pantelleria while it was in navigation for Lampedusa; a third , SILVIO SCARONI of 1367 g.s.t., 
was sunk on the Tripoli - Benghazi route. 

Little or nothing was from observing on the torpedoing of the ARSIA and the QUERINI, the 
first sunk and the other in a area in which the antisubmarine surveillance, carried out from MAS, 
light ships, aircrafts, was continuous, if that the twofold torpedoing (between the two actions not 
elapsed perhaps 19 days) was consequence of a blow deprived of hope on part of some "U-boat" 
that was not successful in waters covered every day by large convoys to hit nothing more than 
those two small ships. 

In as far as the SCARONI, we have inasmuch as already many other times written of 
underwater attacks always succeeding, a few skillfully, avoiding the torpedo that it had been 
launch against 
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the 12 June could not instead ask for the sinking. Left from Tripoli at 21:00 of 9 June, 
navigated in convoy with the steamship CADAMOSTO and the SVm. AOSTA under escort of 
the torpedo boat PALLADE (C.te t.v. Masini), when in the night at 12:00, in proximity of the 
arrival port and little before the dawn, it was hit from a torpedo fired against them from the 
submarine TAKU. 

It sink in a few minutes. The survivors, numbered 26, were saved by the escorting torpedo 
boat. The roll call turned out missing 9 members the crew, all soldiers. 

The 5th June, in proximity of Buerat, a submarine sank with gunfire the SVm. VALOROSO 
and TRIO in costal traffic service along the coasts of Libya (the shipwrecked were collected by 
the escorting gunboat SCILLA). The 8th June, then, a convoy composed from the SVm. ELISA 
and NADIA, escorted from the gunboat CIRENE and MARIO BIANCO in navigation from 
Tripoli to Benghazi, was attacked by a submarine. But the submarine was driven away by the 
reaction of the escorting gunboat and the motor-sail boats reached undamaged Benghazi the same 
day in the evening of the 8th. 

Modest episodes, in short, but they demonstrated the British submarine were always very 
active, especially in proximity to the ports and the required passages; and they also demonstrated 
by one such activity - in the moment to be examination - did not succeed apparently against small 
ships therefore perhaps not to be worth either the expense of a torpedo. 


9" Other convoys of the same period 

In writing up this chronicle of the "Battle of the convoys" unavoidably ends with the greater 
prominence to the unfortunate navigations then to the others. 

And naturally that happens, this is why every loss of a mercantile ship represents a fact of 
war of undeniable importance, it is why every loss provoked by enemy aggressiveness induces in 
a profitable analysis of the circumstances in which the loss had taken place. And therefore, as we 
said before, inevitable that this chronicle of the "battle of convoys" analyzes above all on those 
navigations that saw the loss of some 
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steamship or motor-ship; the thing could but to suggest to a hurried reader the conclusion that the 
convoys struck the routes from and to Libya were all hardly reduced; against similar conclusion, 
that would be without doubt wrong, he is indispensable to protect who reads. 

Practically all Libyan convoys endured - that departed in the summer of 41 - heavy aerial 
aircrafts and submarines attack, but only some such attacks caused the loss of mercantile ships: a 
very often the activity of the adversary was frustrated by the quick reaction of the naval ships and 
aerial escorts and attacks came up empty. Consequently the percentage of the sunk ships, 
regarding those used, always remained in tolerable limits: very surely inferior to the forecasts 
formulated at the beginning of the war. 

Just in order to emphasize this essential data of fact put between the other in evidence by the 
Supermarina in a note of which we will speak in the next chapter - they list here , of consequence, 
all Libyan convoys that, in the months of June and July 1941, reached undamaged the destination 
ports. 

It lists the statistics that have been written about in previous chapters: others we will always 
mark when it appears opportune to us to clarify, with known of steamships, beyond that of the 
statistical data and general considerations, which was the effective course of the exciting 
Mediterranean conflict that forms object of the present volume. On the convoys that, in June, they 
suffered losses we have stopped ourselves rather to long, and also to long have we spoken about 
the ESPERIA convoy of 25 June that reached unharmed, Tripoli and it returned unharmed to 
Naples; of the July convoys that endured losses we will write in the next chapter. Time does not 
remain to us report, schematically, of the other 37, than in June and July, also enduring attack of 
varied kind, reached undamaged the destination ports: 

Motor-sail boats and steamships LIV - NINUCCIA - PERTUSOLA, escorted by the torpedo 
boats CIRCE and PERSEO; left from Palermo the 2 June, arrived ay Tripoli the 5th of June. 

MS. GRITTI - VENIERO - RIALTO - SS. ANKARA, SVm. LIDO; escort DD. VIVALDI, 
DA NOLI, TB. CASTORE; departed from Tripoli the evening of the 3 June, arrived at Naples in 
the afternoon of the 5th. 
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AO. ZEILA escorted by the TB. PAPA, left from Trapani the 7th, arrived Tripoli the 10th. 

MS. ESPERIA - VICTORIA - SS. Marco Polo, carrying troops, started for Tripoli by the 
route to east of Malta. 

Escorted by the DD. FRECCIA (f. s.), STRALE, SAETTA, GIOBERTI and, at a distance, 
from the 3rd CA Division (TRIESTE and BOLZANO, DD. CORAZZIERE, ASKARIS, 
LANCIERE). Departed from Naples the 8th of June, reaches Tripoli in the afternoon of the 9th. 
Departed from Tripoli the 12th of June, reaches Naples in the night between the 13th and the 
14th. 

SS. MILANO - TABARCA - NUOVA ELEONORA, escorted by the armed auxiliary ship 
MAGGIORE MACCHLI. From Tripoli 8th of June, to Trapani the 13th. 

SS. Aquitania - Nita - Castelverde - Motor-ship Amba Alagi. DD. escort AVIERE (f. s.), 
GENIERE, DARDO. Reaches Tripoli on the 4th of June after one enlivened navigation; Departed 
the evening of the 11th and reaches Naples the 14th. 

SVm. DELFINO -AURORA - S. Rocco - STEFANO PADRE; left from Lampedusa on the 
18th of June, reaches Tripoli at 16:00 of the 19th. 

TB. POLLUCE towing the damaged SS. CAFFARO, with SS. NIRVO, AO. POZARICA; 
escorted by the TB. CIGNO, SIRTORI, PAPA. Departed from Tripoli at dawn of the 19th of 
June. Survived an attack of a submarines. SS. CAFFARO with TB. POLLUCE reaches Trapani 
the 21st at 14:00; AO. POZARICA and SS. NIRVO to Naples at 8:00 hours of the 22nd. 

SS. Bainsizza, N. Odero, M. Odero, Motia, Ardor, Preussen; escorted by DD. FOLGORE, 
FULMINE, SAETTA, EURO, TB. MOSTO departs from Naples the evening of the 19th of June, 
to Tripoli the evening of the 22nd. 

SS. UNA from Lampedusa 22nd June, to Tripoli the evening of the 23rd, after to have 
endured aerial attack without consequences. 

SS. OGADEN escorted by the TB. PAPA and then from TB. CASCINO, to Tripoli at dawn 
of the 28th, to Palermo the 30th. 

Minesweepers PROTEO and TENACEMENTE - SVm. EUGENIO - VINCENZO P. - SS. 
ROSTRO and SPERANZA. The 28th from Lampedusa, 2™ of July to Tripoli. 

SS. CAPO D'ORSO (military Commissioner cap. G. N. Patrignano) escorted by the TB. 
CIGNO: departed from Naples the evening 
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of the 29th of June. The day the 30th TB. ALBATROS join for short time to the escort; the Ist of 
July both the torpedo boats leave the CAPO D'ORSO which continues alone; in the last section it 
is accompanied by two, aircrafts from Libya. Reaching Benghazi the 2nd of July. It employs 10 
days for unloading less than 2,000 tons of supplies and equipment at Benghazi the 12th at 14.30 
after having to endured numerous air attacks in port; it departs without escort. In the night 
between the 13th and the 14th to the west of Cefalonia, it is attacked by a enemy submarine with 
torpedo and gun, but succeeds in evading the attack answering the fire with its own gun and 
causing therefore the submarine to submerge. At 20:00 on the 14th July it is in the port of 
Brindisi. 

MS. Gritti - BARBARO - Veniero - RIALTO BARBARICO - SS Ankara. escort DD. 
FRECCIA (f. s.), DARDO, STRALE, TURBINE; departed from Naples the 30th, reached to 
Tripoli on the 2nd of July. 

SS Bainsizza - M. Odero - N. Odero - Giuseppe LEVA - Preussen - Ardor. Escorted by DD. 
Folgore, FULMINE, Saetta, Euro; departed from Tripoli the 1st of July at 20:00, reached Naples 
at midnight of the 4th. 

MS. ALOS, RITA, UNIONE, PROVOCAZIONE, escorted by the TB. PALLADE and PG. 
SCILLA, departed from Tripoli for Benghazi the day of the 8th of July, arrived the 11th. 

AO. LABOR, SS. PROSPERO, UNA, escorted by the TB. PERSEO, from Benghazi for 
Tripoli the day of the 9th, arrived the 11th. 

SS. Ernesto, Nita, Aquitania, Nirvo, Castelverde, AO. PANUCO; left from Naples for 
Tripoli day of the 10th at 21:45 with the escort of the DD. FUCILIERE, ALPINO, 
MALOCELLO, and the TB. PROCIONE, PEGASO, ORSA, MONTANARIL reached to Tripoli 
the 14th at 6:00 hours. 

SS. MOTIA and CADAMOSTO, escort TB. CLIMENE, from Tripoli day of the 11th, to 
Benghazi the 15th. 

SS. BOSFORO from Naples for Bengasi the 15th with the escort of the TB. COSENZ until 
Libyan waters and therefore of TB. PERSEO. reached to Benghazi the 19th at 18:00 hours. 

MS. OCEANIA, NEPTUNIA, SS. Marco Polo from Taranto for Tripoli the 16th of July by 
the eastern route with the direct escort of the DD. AVIERE, GENIERE, LANCIERE, 
GIOBERTI, ORIANI, TB. CENTAURO and the indirect escort of the 
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3rd naval CA Division (TRIESTE, TRENTO, BOLZANO, DD. ASKARIS, CARABINIERE, 
CORAZZIERE). To Tripoli the 18th at 14:30(1). 

SS ANNA MARIA, escort TB. PARTENOPE; from Palermo the evening of the 17th, to Tripoli the 
20th. 

German SS MENES towed by the CICLOPE and German tug MAX BARENDT, escorted by TB. 
CIRCE; from Tripoli the evening of the 17th, to Trapani the 21st. 

SS MOTIA and CADAMOSTO, escort TB. PERSEO; from Bengasi the evening of the 19th to Tripoli 
the 21st. 

SS BROOK, PROSPERO, SVm. CORA and ESPERIA, escort TB. PALLADE; from Tripoli the 
evening of the 19th, to Benghazi the 21st. 

MS. OCEANIA, NEPTUNIA, SS Marco Polo, from Tripoli the evening of the 19th. Direct escort 
DD., GENIERE, LANCIERE, GIOBERTI, ORIANI; indirect escort 3rd naval Division. To Taranto at 
16:30 of the 21st of July. 

AO. PANUCO, escort TB. CENTAURO, MONTANARI. Left from Tripoli the 19th at 22:00, reached 
Palermo the 22nd at 06:30. The AO. PANUCO had been hit by torpedo bombers in the port of Tripoli 
while it was unloading and at once, causing a leek, returning to Italy for the repairs. 

AO. LABOR, SS UNA, ANNA MARIA, SVm. RITA, escort TB. PARTENOPE; from Tripoli the 
26th, to Benghazi the 28th. 

AO. POZARICA, TB. ORIONE left from Naples the evening of the 25, for Tripoli. At Palermo the 
26th at 10:00 and to Trapani the 30th. Departed Trapani the 31st at 6:00 and reached Tripoli 1 August at 
13:30. 

SS BAINSIZZA, AMSTERDAM, SPEZIA, MS. COL DI LANA, from Naples at dawn of the 27th. 
Direct escort DD. FRECCIA, DARDO, STRALE, TURBINE; indirect escort CLs. GARIBALDI, 
MONTECUCCOLI, DD. GRANATIERE and BERSAGLIERE. To Tripoli the evening of the 29. 

SS ERNESTO, CASTELVERDE, AQUITANIA, NITA, NIRVO, escort DD. FOLGORE, 
FUCILIERE, ALPINO, SAETTA, FULMINE; from Tripoli the morning of the 27th, to Naples the 30th at 
03:00 hours. Indirect escort 8th naval Division. During the 


(1) For a reason or purpose of this work we reprint that the Admiral Luigi Ajello Commander of the 
Marco Polo convoy, in his report of mission, reports that during his trip 6 stowaways on the Marco Polo 
were found and 5 on the NEPTUNIA. 
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escort of the CL. GARIBALDI is torpedoed from a SM., but it reaches Palermo on its own. 

TB. MOSTO towing the MS. BARBARO with, escort of the Torpedo boat CLIO; from 
Tripoli the 27th, to Naples the evening of the 29th. 

MS. NEPTUNIA, OCEANIA, SS. Marco Polo escorted by the DD. AVIERE (f. s.) 
GENIERE, CAMICIA NERA, GIOBERTI, ORIANI from Taranto the 27th at 14:00, to Tripoli 
the 29th at 13:00. The convoy follows a route very east of Malta, to travel outside of the range of 
the torpedo bombers, heading equally between Tripoli and Benghazi; it approaches Tripoli only 
the evening of the 28th therefore to elude the opposing aerial reconnaissance. 

SS. CAPO D'ORSO, escorted by the TB. ANTARES and then by TB. PAPA. From Brindisi 
the 28th, to Benghazi the 30th. 

SS. BOSFORO the 27th from Benghazi for Brindisi. Arrives on the 30th of July at 10:15. 

SS. BROOK, Prospero, SVm CORA, escorted by the TB. PARLENOPE. The 28th from 
Benghazi, the 31st at Tripoli. 

MS. NEPTUNIA, OCEANIA, SS. MARCO POLO from Tripoli at 21:00 of the 29th for 
Naples where they reach the 31 at 4:00 with the escort of the DD. AVIERE, GENIERE, 
CAMICIA NERA, GIOBERTI, ORIANI. They follow the western route. 

MS. GRITTI, RIALTO, PISANI, SS. ANKARA the 30th at 15:00 hours from Naples for 
Tripoli with the escort of DD. MALOCELLO and the TB. PROCIONE, PEGASO, ORIONE and, 
in the last section, TB. PARTENOPE. reaches Tripoli the day of the 1st August at 13:00 hours. 

SS. Anna Maria, AO. Labor, SVm. Rita; escort Tp. PAPA left from Benghazi at 18.30 of the 
30th. The PAPA sinks British submarine CACHALOT (see. Capitolo XD then the convoy 
continues for Tripoli where it reaches the 2nd August at 8:00. 

As we have already specified previously, that these listed here are only those convoys that 
did not endure losses during the transverse. The others, a few of which did have some cargo 
vessel sunk, in part have formed for the objective of disseminated analysis more in this same 
chapter, then in the next part that will be examined in the following chapter. 
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CHAPTER X 
THE PROBLEM OF THE NAVAL ESCORTS 
1* The number of the torpedo boats for the escort of the convoys begins to lack 


In the first months of war, date the insufficient British activity in the comparisons of our 
traffic, was sufficient to only escort every convoy in navigation in the Central Mediterranean with 
some torpedo boat or with a small armed motor-ships, type CARALIS; but with passing of the 
months, intensified the opposing action - beginning in December 1940 - it was essential to assure 
to the convoys naval escorts of greater consistency than that of the past; and more robust indeed 
to hand by hand that the months passed. 

Therefore from a average of 25-30 light unit engaged monthly for the escort of the 
Libyan convoys during the first months of war, was reached a average of approximately 45 units 
in 1941. This average went up then to 50-55 unit in summer 1942, but already the average from 
1941 was much fort in relationship to the total consistency of possessed light ship from the 
Italian. Much more than in the meantime (from the beginning of the conflict to summer 1941) the 
Italian Navy having lost for war causes twenty suitable naval units to the escorts and many others 
had in jobs for the unavoidable usury needs of war navigations. At that time, then, still they were 
not beginning to enter in service the naval destroyer, the corvettes, the escorts building in yard 
after the beginning of the hostilities (the first units constructed during the war were, in fact, 
delivered to Navy in 1942 and only in 1943 was there available large a group of corvettes 
prepared just for the escort of the convoys) so that to half of 1941 delineated 
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true and own crisis of the torpedo boats, crisis that to say the truth, could not entire ever 
be resolved. 

And not enough; to aggravate the crisis they added in the spring of 1941, the increase of 
the channels of traffic in consequence of the occupation of Greece, and the necessity to locate in 
Aegean a number of torpedo boats. After all, while they increased to excess the entrusted tasks to 
the units to read, the number of the same units diminished, can be said, day by day. 

While, 19 May 1941, the Army General Staff, was in doubt that could keep the rhythm of 
convoys realized in recent months, therefore represented to the Supreme Command and 
Supermarina the necessities of the operating troops in Libya and the civil population still resident 
inN.A.: 

N. 592 of prot. P. M. 9, 19 May 1941 

OBJECT: Transports for N. A. 

To the HIGH COMMAND SUPREME COMMAND - JOINT CHIEF OF STAFF - P. M. 
21 and, for information: 

Supermarina 

1) the currently present force in N. A. is following: 

164,000 Italian Italians and Germans, 

8,800 motor vehicles, 

7,000 German motor vehicles, 

3,500 horses, 

1,500 asses 

Having in addition, to the making aims of the supply head to the Military Authority: 

20,000 military Libyans - 

100,000 members families of the Libyan soldiers. 

2) For the forces of which over, as well as for the requirements of I.R.A.F, of LR.N. and 
the civil population, it is necessary to send, monthly: 

- for Italian FF M. and provisioning Germanic troops tons. 40,000 

- for civil population " 20,000 


10/03/2000 
The Defense of the North African Convoys; Vol.1 


199 

- for supplying the ordinary of German G. U. (War + Men ?) (excluded provisioning and 
fuel) 20.000 tons. 

- fuels for all the FF.AA (comprised German G. U.) and for civil needs 60.000 tons. 

3) In order to start on the suit the supplying of which over they are necessary: 

- for 80,000 tons. of materials: Ship-loads n. 20 

- for 60,000 tons. of fuels: "oo" "10 

Total n.30 

4) Since Supermarina foresees being able to monthly carry out 5 convoys of 6 steamboats 
each, at an interval of 6 days, and therefore altogether 30 travel-steamboat, and achieves that - 
with such tempo it is only possible to start the materials and fuels being necessary for the 
ordinary supply of the Armed Forces (national and allied) and of the civil population (that is how 
much contemplated in n. 2). 

It is not possible account for to start with neither individual personal, nor new units or 
complements (national and allied), exception made for approximately 400 motor vehicles 
monthly, which could find place for them on the deck of the ships. 

5) But the program of total reinforcement, already proposed, involves (figures widely 
approximate), beyond to the supply aforesaid, the shipment of: 

110,000 men, 

14,000 motor vehicles, 

4,500 motor vehicles, 

900 artillery pieces 

For the transport of the crews and indicated equipment are necessary: 

-n. 20 convoys with 4 fast motor-ships (80 ship-loads); 

-n. 20 convoys of 6 steamboats from cargo (120 ship-loads) for the transport of the motor 
vehicles and guns. 

6) Carrying out the convoys with the tempo indicated to the previous n.4) the program of 
expansion N.A. is not 
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feasible in as each month it succeeds only to carry as is consumed. 

b) Putting into effect instead - as an example -8 convoys to the month instead of 5, some of 
them would have 3 to the month available for the transport of new units, and then it would require 
approximately 13 months in order to complete the program. 

The force increase that will come hand in hand realizing, will involve also an increase of 
supplying regarding those indicated to n. 2). 

But not if some the difference holds account in how much more could - at least for the first 
months - be transported with the same steamships transporting the motor vehicles (approximately 
2,000 tons. per steamship). 

c) If instead the LR.N. we could continue to execute the convoys with the same tempo till 
now followed with the Germans, (approximately 12 convoys to the month) would be necessary 
for approximately 6 months. 

As above leaving aside sea and air attacks, atmospheric difficulties and new demands - very 
probable of the ally. 

7) In order to improve the situation, the necessity of having the free availability of the ports 
of Tunisia abound, in order to increase - essentially - to the possibility of convoying of ships and 
therefore the tempo of the convoys. 

At Present must also be held the ability to unloading in the port of Tripoli is disabled 
because of the recent explosion. Unloading in Tunisia involve, moreover, a remarkable 
lengthening of the line of operations, with the obvious consequences that derive therefore. 

8) CONCLUSIONS 

The best provision that could be taken for the express expansion of the forces in N.A., would 
be that one to have use of the ports of Tunisia. 

Not being able to adopt such provision, it is necessary to increase to the maximum the tempo 
of the convoys. And the base number of the convoys monthly that will be able to be carried out 
over the five (classified ones - as already stated - for the daily necessary supply) that will be able 
to determined in how much time will be needed to carried out 
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program of expansion of the forces of the N.A., or what will be the said degree of expansion to be 
determined. 
In any case, there must be sent, before new troops, adequate supply in order to constitute 
satisfactory self-sufficiency (at least a month). 

In order to gain tonnage from the point of view supply it is proposed to proceed to the 
repatriation of the greater number of civilians, or to further reduce the quota we have classified to 
their supply, than their current 20,000 tons monthly. 

It would be desirable to know the very soon what decisions that Stamage, to be able to 
compile in detail the program of the transports. 


THE CHIEF OF GENERAL STAFF 
F.to ROATTA 


It's not ours task linger on the greater or lesser degree of the supply demands necessity, and 
not even we can express some opinion on the entity of the complements consisting in 110 
thousand men, 18,500 motor vehicles and halftracks, 900 pieces of artillery; but there is no doubt 
that the High Command of the Navy, which the responsibility was incumbent not only to protect 
the marine traffics, but also the greatly more serious one to face the British Navy in all areas of 
the multiphase naval war, undoubtedly, say, to that of the front demands for the Army, 
Supermarina feels the need to very clearly express just this point of view. Such point of view was 
expressed to the High supreme command in a interesting minutes note, written personally from 
the Chief of general staff of Navy. 

In the document, entirely reproduced, Supermarina, after having here emphasized the 
support effort in order to assure, from February to May 1941, the protection of the most important 
traffic carried out with Libya, it specifies with much firmness that a similar effort is not far 
beyond sustainable. And here is the document in issue: 
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"NHI 1 June 1941 
MILITARY TRANSPORTS WITH LIBYA 
FROM 10 FEBRUARY TO 31 MAY 1941- XIX 


Ist - STATISTICS 
a) Month of February 

We have carried out 5 German convoys and 8 Italian convoys, equal to 13 convoys and 49 
steamships (including also the isolated steamships) between the 10 and 28 February 1941. 

That is having a convoy each day and half and that is two and half steamships a day. 


b) Month of March 

We have carried out from the 11 to 31 March 10 German convoys and 4 Italian convoys equal to 14 
convoys and 72 steamships (including also the isolated steamships). 

That is having had a convoy each two days approximately and two and a third steamships a day. 


c) Month of April 

We have carried out from the | to 30 April 8 German convoys and 5 Italian convoys equal to 13 
convoys and 62 steamships (including also the isolated steamships). That is having had a convoy each two 
and a third days and two steamboats a day. 


d) Month of May 

We have carried out two German convoys and 4 Italian convoys equal to 6 convoys and 35 
steamships (including also the isolated steamships ). 

That is having had a convoy each 5 days and little more than a steamships a day. 


e) Number of the traffic carried out 


Men Material Motor vehicles t. 
Month of February 20,366 4,374 56.547 
" "March 22,713 5,415 60.853 
" "April 14,576 3,287 45.726 


" "May 8,600 1,882 51.564 
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2nd URGENT TRANSPORT OF THE GERMAN ARMORED FORCES 

The 10, 12 and 17 February we have started from Palermo and from Naples 3 German 
convoys with few men and logistic materials and from 23 February we have begun the transport 
of the properly of said armored forces, that has involved 25 convoys, with the following tempo: 

1 every convoy 4 days in the month of February; every 3 days in the month of March; every 
4 days in the month of April. 

In the month of May alone have been 2 German convoys. The first important German 
convoy left from Naples 23 February with the protection of 4th Division and on this occasion lost 
the cruiser DIAZ, sunk by mine or torpedo 20 miles to South of buoy #4 of Kerkennah. 

The protection of the convoys with Divisions of cruisers, stopped temporary after the 
incident of the DIAZ, has been resumed in the half of April after the serious losses inflicted on 
the TARIGO convoy (16 April) from a group of light enemy surface ships from Malta, a group 
whose effective existence had not been made timely known. 


3rd - EMPLOYMENT OF THE ESCORTS 

The convoys, than until half of February were lightly escorted (by one or two torpedo boats 
for every three steamships) have drawn much greater close protection with the beginning of the 
transport of the German forces (4 or 5 torpedo boats in the month of April and 6 torpedo boats in 
the month of May). 

And this was the maximum effort that engaged all the available ships without any reserves, 
causing consequent employment of crews and a strain of material that has gone beyond every 
limit, as is demonstrated from the fact "that in every principle torpedo boat has completed in the 
two month period of March and April carried out more round trips then during the eight previous 
months of war. 
4th - THE CASES THAT HAVE CAUSED THE REDUCTION Of THE TRAFFIC 

From the examination of the listed statistical data in the previous paragraphs it turns out that 
in the month of March a maximum has been had of 
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traffic with a progressive lessening in the successive months of April and particularly of May. 

In this last month there was had strong reduction of men transported, nearly parity of tons of 
motor vehicles and materials. 

The reduction is verified by the number of the steamships does not affect proportionally but 
quantitative of the materials transported, in consequence of the provision taken to increase the 
cargo of the each steamships in order better to take advantage of the tonnage and therefore to 
diminish the risk for a better transport of material. The same reduction is due: 

- to the smaller number of torpedo boats available for the heavy losses endured; 

- to the necessities that have manifested to execute numerous repair jobs of the escorting 
ships; 

- to collectively having, a much reduced drills, for the practices of shooting and launch 
between one mission and the other; 

- to the low efficiency of the port of Tripoli after the explosion which happened 3 May on 
MS. BIRMANIA and CITTA OF BARI, that has made two places of mooring unusable to dock, 
accompanying consequence of reducing every day the amount of goods disembarked, and to the 
fact that the periodic bombing of the port unavoidably influence on the job of unloading. 


5th - CURRENT POSSIBILITIES OF THE TRAFFIC 

In the current conditions the execution of 5 convoys monthly (each of on 5-6 steamships), 
increasable to 6, where the circumstances allow it, represent the compatible maximum with the 
necessities to assure to the convoys the necessary protection, on account of the sea and air activity 
of the enemy in the Channel of Sicily, maintaining much the same intensity as in last the 3 
months, probably will have increase greatly as soon as the English stopped being heavily engaged 
in the Aegean. 

This number of convoys is the maximum allowed by the number of efficient torpedo boats, 
from the necessity to conserve the tempo is a pure reduction to the practices and above all they 
give 
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necessity still more absolute than to carry out the indispensable jobs of maintenance and 
restoration. 
These obligations that in their complex reason of damage the absolute impossibility to 
resume the convoys at the previous tempo, that it had a character at all exceptional, lasted perhaps 
to long, and that cannot be resumed like a statement of fact normal and continued". 


2nd Some statistical data 


From the end of June when, for the reasons exposed in the previous paragraph, the traffic 
with Libya endured a sure unquestionable reduction, but not therefore as sensitive as it could be 
supposed at first sight. The thing turns out obvious comparing the statistical data that refer to such 
traffic. One will behold therefore that, while in April and May were transported (reaching 
destination) respective 81,472 and 69,331 tons of materials, the materials transported in June 
were 125,076 (arriving at destination), the highest figures of the war. In July and August it comes 
down quickly to 62,000 and 84,000 tons approximately, but such figures are very close to those 


of February and March (1). 
For reference the following figures are of men transported: 
Departed Arrived 
March 20,975 20,184 
April 20,968 19,926 
May 12,594 9,958 
June 12,866 12,866 
July 16,141 15,767 
August 18,288 16,753 


As it looks at, the drop - but in May - was hardly perceivable, that it is to demonstrate that, in 
spite of everything, the traffic with Libya held, in the summer 1941, more or less the same tempo 
that it had in the winter-spring. 


(1) A sure difference between the figures indicated in the Memorandum of Supermarina and 
the data listed on this page exists. Perhaps because the Supermarina had not been able to collect, 
before it wrote, all necessary the statistical elements. The exact figures are however those 
recorded here. 
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The following figures are for the mercantile ship employed (Italian and German ships): 

Ship employed 

in round-trip g.s.t. 
February 591,375 
March 668,119 
April 596,340 
May 496,607 
June 436,743 
July 528,801 
August 572,434 


Also to consider the things under the aspect of the ships employed, it is obvious that, except 
for the light reduction of June, the mercantile tonnage that was traveling between Italy and Libya 
was more or less always the same from February to August, with tendency if not to increase. 


3rd Ships destroyed in the port explosion of munitions 

From the memoranda and letters of Supermarina and Superesercito, printed in the previous 
pages, it surfaces how capacity of unloading of the port of Tripoli were in June remarkably 
reduced after the ammunition explosion verified aboard Motor-ship BIRMANIA for unknown 
causes. And opportune to emphasize the event in order to give an account that the cargo vessels 
used for the traffic with Libya were exposed to serious risks not only from enemy attacks, but 
also for numerous other war causes, among which are precisely marked by those deriving from 
fires and explosion in port. Most serious, such fires, because every incident of explosion and 
every fire in port caused very often important damages to the ships on which was not only 
occurred, but also to those near by. In particular, the explosion of ammunitions happened in 
Tripoli on motor-ship BIRMANIA on the 3rd of May 1941 caused BIRMANIA and also the SS. 
CITTA’' of BARI (g.s.t. 3,338) to sink that was loaded with ammunitions at the same wharf and 
disabled for long time the efficiency of the port of Tripoli. 

We note for the recorded that when the CITTA' of BARIUMS sank 
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in the port of Tripoli it had already covered during the war about 13,500 miles. 
Other incidents of the sort recorded between the April and June 1941 at Naples, at Pireo, at 
Benghazi besides that of Tripoli. 
To give a short list: 


Naples - 25 April 1941 at 13:00 hours 

During the cargo operations the explosives aboard of the steamship BARBARIC, for 
unknown causes, clip (fragmentation bombs) exploded. 

Light damage to the steamship - two died and three hurt. 

All the clips (fragmentation bombs) already loaded were disembarked with the maximum 
precaution, by order of the German Commissalles, and jettisoned into the sea. 


TRIPOLI - 3 May 1941 at 10:10 hours 

Explosion aboard of motor-ship BIRMANIA (5,304 g.s.t.) that it was loading German 
supplies (at the moment with the explosion had aboard approximately 375 tons of ammunitions). 

A fire was begun on the CITTA of BARI (3,338 tons.) that it loaded Germanic supply being 
placed side by side from the opposite side of the wharf to which the BIRMANIA was found. 

All and the two steamboats sank with serious human losses. 


PIREO - 30 May 1941 at 07:30 hours 

The German steamship MARIE LOUISE catches fire and blows up with a cargo of gasoline 
and ammunitions. 

Because the explosion: - seriously damaged the steamer JUIL loaded with provisions sinks; 

- Italian motor-sail boat ALBATROS is set on fire her cargo, gasoline, explodes; 

- The SS. ALIKANTE with a cargo of German supplies is set on fire that explodes and 
capsizes. 


BENGASI - 11 June 1941 
produces to a fort explosion aboard of the German steamship TILLY REUSS, with a cargo 
of ammunition and fuel; a heavy fire results. The steamboat sinks. 
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The explosion causes moreover damages to steamship NINFEA and the motor-sail boat 
LUIGI and cause the sinking of the motor-sail boats GIORGINA, NADIA, CAROLINA. They 
recorded varying killed and wounded. 


4th - The port of Benghazi and the necessity of the Libyan coastal traffic in 1941 


The port of Benghazi, occupied by the English from 9 February 1941, was liberated by the 
troops Italian-Germans on the 6th of April 1941, but for rest of the year it was not in condition to 
receive and unloading steamships of high tonnage, with cargos of men, materials and 
ammunitions. 

Therefore, during all of 1941 no convoy of any importance was started for Benghazi from 
Italy, but there flowed to it only merchant ships of medium size, CAPO D'ORSO, BOSFORO, 
CALDEA, EGITTO, type etc..., they carried out the transverse from Brindisi-Benghazi for more 
the blocks, sometimes with the escort of one torpedo boat or a pair of aircrafts in the first and in 
the final section of the navigation. 

In 1941 the convoys assigned for supply to Libya continued, in their totality, to set course 
exclusively for Tripoli. 

But since the operating front was to the east of Benghazi it was necessary to ferry into that 
port, by means of small steamboats, motor-sail boats, barges of every kind, all those war 
materials, and that was many, than for various reasons they could not be sent on the Balbia Road. 
Some of it derived from the costal traffic conspicuous along the Libyan coasts an intense and 
laborious job for the torpedo boats used for the escort services. There is no small risk attached to 
the torpedo boats located in Libya were all engaged without a moment of rest for the protection of 
the small boats whose, 5-6 knot speed, made the trip between Tripoli and Benghazi. Exposed to 
day and night to the enemy inside, employed to reinforce the escorts to the convoys coming from 
Italia for Tripoli, people in charge of the pilots along the coast of Tripolitania, carried out an 
activity that was prodigious. 

Also the intense long traffic the Libyan coasts naturally had its losses as the adversity, some of 
the impossibility may 


10/03/2000 
The Defense of the North African Convoys; Vol.1 


209 
to reach the more important targets, they did not fail to take aim, with submarines and airplane, 
the very small boats that ferried to Benghazi delivering the war materials that reached Tripoli 
from Italy. 

We have already spoken about some episodes of this conflict, as we could also, regarding 
that fought around the cargo vessels of greater tonnage; other episodes we will examine here and 
in the course of our work since, the losses of ships due to the "battle of the Libyan convoys" it is 
right speech of these also. 

On 6 July was sunk, as a result, of a submarine attack off the coast of Benghazi, the SS. 
NINFEA, of 607 tons gross weight and gunboat DE LUTTI. At sunset the steamship and the 
gunboat were below Ras Tajunes at approximately four miles from the lighthouse waiting to 
continue the next day at dawn in coincidence with the coming of an other convoy from Tripoli. 

The gunboat (com.te il ten. di vasc. Rosario Pellegrini) had all the crew aboard, the lookout- 
posts to their places and the guns partially manned, when at 21:45 hours approximately a British 
submarine (TRIUMPH) appeared less than thousand meters from the two ships and opened fire 
immediately, on the DE LUTTI. The first two hits from the submarine knocked a piece off the 
bow that made her unusable, and the command bridge, where ten. di vasc. Pellegrini was 
seriously wounded. 

The DE LUTTI moreover answered the enemy fire quickly with the stern gun succeeding in 
putting some shots in the area of the submarine. The enemy ship replied with machine-gun fire 
and the bow gun, directed first at the gunboat and next at the steamship. 

The DE LUTTL, for already very seriously disabled, and newly hit, sustained her fire, 
obligating the TRIUMPH to flee. 

The few shot gun shots from the submarine were unfortunately sufficient to reduce to a 
precarious conditions both the Italian ships. 

The DE LUTTI, a victim to serious fires, sunk the morning of the 7th; the NINFEA, herself 
ablaze, settled in about 15 meters of shoals the same night. 
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On the effect of the fire opened from the DE LUTTI against the SM. TRIUMPH is 
interesting to find that from the interviews of some of the British prisoners from the submarine 
CACHALOT, sunk the 30 July to north of Benghazi by the TB. PAPA, it turned out that in 
August the TRIUMPH was under repair at Malta because of combat damage occurring in July 
near Benghazi which it had received from a Italian gunboat. Evidently the DE LUTTI. 

Also the loss of the requisitioned motor-ship CHALDEA (g.s.t. 2.700) must be seen in the 
picture of the insidious offense against the traffic along the Cyrenaica coasts although the cargo 
vessel, when it was sunk by a submarine, it was coming directly from Brindisi. 

And hence we speak some what in this center. 

We have already repeatedly said that during all of 41 the port of Benghazi was used 
exclusively by small ships traffic ferrying supplies from Tripoli, and only irregularly by some 
cargo vessel of not great tonnage did arrive there from Italy. And its an opportune time to specify 
that such cargo vessels were accompanied by naval and aerial escort for the brief sections of 
navigation, but generally sailing solo trusting in their relatively high speed; trusting above else in 
their small size. They generally followed a route along the Greek coasts, as far from Malta as 
possible and were opportunely diverted towards the ports of Greece or Crete when a threat was 
near or also a simple alarm. 

Given with the procedure adopted, navigations of the cargo vessels at issue offered an 
acceptable degree of assurance. They became a way to increase communications with Libya, war 
materials were carried directly to proximity of the combat front from Italy and not asking already 
higher sacrifices from the naval and aerial units - heavily engaged for the protection of the traffic 
heading for Tripoli. 

In first time it was hoped of being able to employ in the communications headed for 
Benghazi steamships able to develop 12 knots of speed at least, but unfortunately that was not 
possible and Supermarina it was forced to resort also to ships of ten knots. Some ships, such as 
the CAPO d'ORSO, the BOSFORO. EGITTO, did so several times and without disadvantages 
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Brindisi - Benghazi transverse and vice versa. The CHALDEA instead was torpedoed in its first 
solo navigation for Benghazi: it did not sink in the open sea moreover, but in the area of the land 
fall, approximately 10 miles to north of Benghazi, while it was sailing at low speed on the 
emergency route and was already under escort of two fighter aircrafts, a Cant-501Z antisubmarine 
seaplane and two motor fishing vessels in charge of the pilots. 

The motor-ship left from Brindisi the 10th of July 1941, had followed the routes prescribed 
in the central Mediterranean without note worthy events, and in the first hours of the morning of 
the 13th it was on the margins of the mined field on the coasts of the Cyrenaica. Here it had 
reduced speed in order to avoid the explosion of magnetic mines eventually laid from aircrafts or 
submarines and it had been put in the wake of the two fishing boat of which we have already 
made said and that they were to meet; it had been subsequently meet by the escort aircrafts: two 
fighters and a seaplane. 

From the report of one of the fighter pilots we gain some interesting news approximately the 
torpedoing. 

"Found the convoy at 8:55 hours - writes sergente pilota Rossi Paolo, pilot of an fighter 
aircraft from the 95th sq. of the 18th G.F. Group - I climbed to a height of approximately 200 
meters; Under me the aircraft of Ten. ARTINA was found an seaplane. Cant Z-501. 

At 09:25 hours (border time) I noticed to approximately 700-800 meters from the right side 
of the ship a whitish wake that headed towards the same ship. Quickly perceived it dealt with a 
torpedo launch from a submerged submarine. | tried to inform the crew by means of a signaling 
rocket and I threw myself in dive on the side of the wake firing bursts from the machine guns at 
the torpedo. While I fired against this I noticed the successive launch of two other torpedoes. 

I continued in the first dive always firing on it, by now next to the ship and, approximately 
50-100 m. from the surface, I pulled the aircraft up; while I was turning the full force of the air 
movement hit me provoked by the explosion of the torpedo on the side of the ship. Returned my 
aircraft to normal flight attitude, I noticed in the same spot where I had seen begin the bubble 
wakes in the water and a oil spot or other oily matter. 
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I remained on the place circling in order to indicate to the escorting seaplane. the location of 
submerged enemy submarine, then tried to call its attention the heading and firing into the water: 
vanished water bubbles and pointing out the oily spot, more I clearly distinguished on the bottom 
the shape of the submarine. 

Subsequently, seeing my attempts useless, I went close to the seaplane. and by striking of the 
wings I moved it to follow me. 

I have did not noticed the launch of any bomb on that point from part of the seaplane. 

In the ship sank at 09.31 hours". In the sinking of the motor-ship were lost two men. The 
survivors, seating them in the only launch of remained intact aboard and the only raft, they were 
recovered by the pilot's fishing boat and disembarked in Benghazi. 


5th - The sinking of MS. BARBARIGO 


At the end of the previous chapter had been listed all the convoys that in the months of June 
and July 1941 were sailing on the Libyan routes without enduring losses; not all but the convoys 
of cargo vessels that sailed in those months for the traffic between Italy and Libya, or between 
Tripoli and Benghazi escaped undamaged from their war navigations. 

And its therefore necessary to give now account of those convoys that endured losses, to 
analyze for everyone the circumstances of those the losses were they took place, to specify in 
which way the enemy attack manifested. 

But before doing that we must remember that in the month of July 1941, there were 
completed 74 steamship trips between Italy and the Colony (excluded, of course, the costal traffic 
along the Libyan coasts) and that loosing only: the motor-ships BARBARIGO, and CALDEA, 
SS. PREUSSEN and tanker BRARENA. 

The MS. BARBARIGO was sunk on the 15th of July by a submarine torpedo. 

The convoy, comprising the MS. BARBARIGO, GRITTI, VENIERO, RIALTO and the SS. 
ANKARA, with the escort of the DD. MALOCELLO (f. s.), FUCILIERE, ALPINO, TB. 
PROCIONE, PECASO, ORSA, had left from Tripoli at 16:00 of the 14th of July, headed for 
Naples 

Sighted by a reconnaissance aircraft in the morning of the 15th and in the afternoon 
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midday of the same day, were attacked more times by submarines. 

The C.te of the FUCILIERE consequently made some references in his report: 

"At 11:20 hours of the 15th of July sight Pantelleria at 24° Ril. Approaching form said 
direction. The convoy zigzagging, The convoy escorted by fighter aircrafts and two Cant Z-501. 
At 14:41 hours 21 miles at 209° from Punta Sciaccazza di Pantelleria the ALPINE communicates 
by r.d.s.: "Wakes of torpedo to starboard". At the same time a fighter aircraft fires on the point of 
the submarine and thereafter chases the wake of the torpedo machine-gunning. A steamship, 
named the BARBARIGO, thinks they are dealing with an enemy airplane and opens machine- 
gun fire on the airplane. The ALPINO , is herself to the left of the SS. VENIERO, air bubbles 
sighted at a distance on Ril. 110° of approximately 2000 meters and the origin of a torpedo wake. 
She approaches on the starboard succeeding in avoiding the torpedo that passes very close to the 
hull. She sets course for the point of launch on which it leaves a beacon and she covers the zone 
with 28 depth charges. A Cant Z-501 constantly indicates the position of the submarine launch 
also two depth charges. Little latter, at 14:43 hours, BARBARIGO (the led steamship of 
starboard row) was hit in the stern by a torpedo. A large column of smoke is raised and many 
fragments projected into the air are noted. At once I sight to the starboard bow to of the 
FUCILIERE a wake that directly cut the route. I approach with full left rudder; at the same time I 
see another torpedo wake that runs parallel (slightly divergent) to the other... 

The two torpedoes passed close to the convoy. The BARBARIGO, is stopped, has all the 
stern under water and continues to sink. The MALOCELLO orders the PECASO to giving 
attendance to the BARBARIGO, and the PROCIONE and the ORSA to hunt to the submarine. 
The ALPINO launch the depth charges (remains with 2 depth charges aboard), receives an order 
to resume its place of escort, catching up to the convoy at maximum speed. At 15:10 hours the 
BARBARIGO going down by the stern. 

The ALPINO (has hardly rejoined to the head of the second row of the convoy) at 15:26 
hours at a point, 5 miles for 130° from Punta Sciaccazza di Pantelleria newly signals "wake of 
torpedo on starboard". He clearly sights the beginning of two wakes at Rv. 94° at approximately 
1000 meters. It sets course on that point, launching a beacon 
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beacon and the last two remaining depth charges, the steamships also turn one at a time 90° 
left and thereafter the MALOCELLO and the FUCILIERE, Little latter sight on my left at 
approximately 200 meters three torpedo wakes slightly divergent (think 5° between torpedo and 
torpedo), As soon as I am are sure that the torpedo has bypassed me, along sides with the bar on 
full left and, place myself on the central wake, I set course with all speed on the junction point of 
the three wakes where the ALPINO had left a beacon. Launch in the zone the 28 depth charges 
remaining aboard. Arriving also are two MAS coming from Pantelleria. At 15:40 hours the 
PEGASO communicates that it has retrieved all the shipwrecked of the BARBARIGO and that 
there are no wounded, At 16:15 hours all the torpedo boats have resumed their position of escort 
and navigation proceeds regularly. On the place of the attack there remained the two MAS. The 
sea is perfectly calm. At 18:20 hours the ALPINE intercepts the signal of MAS 533 that asks to 
return to port" 

There is no doubt that the convoy entered a barrage of several submarines, arranged to south 
of Pantelleria in one of the choke points of the route, and alerted by the reconnaissance aircraft 
that had sighted the convoy in the morning. 


6th - The loss of the SS. PREUSSEN and the courageous fight of the FUCILIERE in 
order to save the tanker BRARENA 

On the dawn of the 21st of July departed from Naples for Tripoli, on the route through the 
Channel of Sicily, a "slow" convoy, formed from the Italian steamships for cargo N. ODERO, 
CAFFARO, M. ODERO and from German SS. PREUSSEN. Used for the escort the DD. 
FOLGORE (Escort Commander, cap. freg, Giurati), SAETTA, FULMINE, EURO, ALPINO, 
was foreseen that) a AO. BRARENA, loaded with approximately 7,000 t.s.1., of gasoline, 
escorted by the DD. FUCILIERE(CAP, reg, Ceuina Feroni), followed the convoy at dawn of the 
23rd, to the south of Pantelleria. The two groups, therefore would have to meet in order to 
practically form only one convoy in spite of the light difference of speed between one and the 
other formation, the BRARENA could in fact only maintain only the modest speed of 8 knots, 
while the FOLGORE convoy succeeded to maintain 9 knots. It was in the understandings of 
Supermarina that during the night between the 22nd and 23rd the two groups navigated a short 
distance as one 
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from the other, therefore to be able to give mutual attendance and at dawn of the 23rd the 
FOLGORE convoy over took the tanker without also ever wandering too far. 

In effects the two convoys could not carry out the rendezvous since by sunset of the 22nd 
they both had endured violent aerial attacks that sank the PREUSSEN of the FOLGORE convoy 
and immobilized the tanker BRARENA. The enemy action was led to much decision, in the 
conditions that we will see from the reports of the escorting ships, but in the mean time noted that 
their departure from Naples, that some escorting destroyers complained of unsuitability and 
damages that diminished efficiency and greatly tries the ability and the professional ability of the 
crew aboard. We record the fact in order to confirm, with the citation of a concrete case, as my be 
recalled we previously quoted the serious usury to which the torpedo boat of the escorts were 
subordinates, unable to execute the ordinary refit of the drive systems and the machinery because 
they were engaged without rest on the difficult Italy-Libya routes. 

The FULMINE started out, but returned to Naples for the breached vapor tube and rejoined 
the convoy in the afternoon of the 21st, then was forced to again leave the formation for pollution 
of the boiler water; next it was the turn of the SAETTA that completely disabled the utilization of 
a boiler because of the loss of the pipe bundle; subsequently it was again the FULMINE to signal 
some disability. 

While at 9:45 of the 22nd the Supermarina had raised an alarm to two convoys because they 
had spotted the movements of a huge British naval forces in the western Mediterranean, and 
subsequently had informed the two escorts commanders that the convoys had been sighted by the 
enemy and spotted by reconnaissance aircraft the Malta Command. 

And it is hardly necessary to remember that the intercept service and decryption of the 
Supermarina worked with perfect efficiency and that therefore the messages radio broadcasted 
from British aircrafts were regularly picked up from the High Command of the Navy, and these 
were repeating (using our codes) to all the Commands at sea. At the same time, generally, the 
Supermarina notified Superaereo since the air force Command of the zone intensified the aerial 
escorts. Not always but such scope was reached, 
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sometimes for the unavailability of aircrafts, sometimes because the airplanes sent to reinforce the 
escort did not succeed in tracing the convoy they were to protect, still others because of the unavoidable 
hysteria with which the several transmissions and radio rebroadcasts happened, telegraphic, telephone 
made to lose every appropriateness to the national air support. 

In the case in examination, moreover, the report of the British reconnaissance aircraft, picked up 
towards 10:00 hours, was not followed by some British offensive action. The aerial attack only manifested 
after 19:00 hours, a little before the sunset, on FOLGORE convoy, subsequently on the BRARENA 
convoy. 

On first of the two convoys attacks it was delivered by two Bristol Blenheim that flew over the 
formation at the lowest height (15 meters according the estimate of the FOLGORE). 

"the A/A reaction of the ALPINO and the FOLGORE - C.te Giuriati in his report writes had been 
immediate with the artilleries and with the machine-guns; in order to make the attack the two airplane had 
crossed with remarkable determination the obstruction formed from the machine-gunner of the ALPINO 
and the FOLGORE that could fire bursts at a good angle of attack. In the last phase of the attack the 
airplane that, passing between the two columns, had attacked the PREUSSEN had been able to carry out 
the maneuver with little disturbance; in the second the SS. N. ODERO instead was attacked had continued 
to remain under the fire of the machine-guns of the FOLGORE and it has not been able to totally complete 
the maneuver. 

There was, overall the precise feeling that the airplane has been hit, because, just at the moment of 
dropping, lost height without warning and it fled; some of the bombs exploded in water to the side of the 
SS. ODERO. The airplane, it seemed had to drop in the water, succeeded in recovering, escaping therefore 
of astern of the convoy. 

SS. ODERO had been hit grazed by a bomb that was bouncing in the sea but did not explode. Aboard 
it had been retrieved by the crew who shipped its parts packaged for the eventual examination. On the 
PREUSSEN was at once started a fire that soon after assumed such proportions that, given the nature of the 
cargo and in particular the amount of motor vehicles that blocked the deck, gave the impression that the 
steamship was lost. The crew and the soldiers present aboard to abandon 
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space immediately the ship, that proceeded to get under way, succeeding in distancing them 
sufficiently from it, when after approximately 15 minute from the attack it exploded. The 
antiaircraft reaction from part of the steamships has been very weak, in order not to say 
insignificant; the PREUSSEN, was one that was most armed, has probably not had the time to 
make use of it in years. 

In the sky above formation during the attack were found, two fighter aircraft and two SM- 
79; these last ones crisscrossed of bow to the convoy, at a height of approximately 200 meters, for 
antisubmarine vigilance and the enemy airplane did pass under them in order to reach the convoy; 
the fighter aircrafts only flew at intervals; they had been surely sighted a few second before the 
enemy airplane and little after the attack; but do not have the impression they had tried to attack 
the enemy aircraft: I must therefore think that they were not successful at seeing them. That was 
confirmed to me already having looked at this in my the previous report and that the height to 
which the airplane were kept is such that it does not assure timely participation: that is aggravated 
from the absolute impossibility for the ships to make some communication to the aircraft during 
the attack”. 

To conclusion of his report C.te Giuriati thought it right to record that the escorting airplane 
had been alternated regularly on the sky above the formation and that, in particular, the aerial 
escorts to south of Lampedusa had been carried out very regularity. 

The crew of the PREUSSEN, as it turns out from the excerpt of the transcribed report more 
over, abandoned the steamship quickly but not as soon as the ship was hit and developed the fire. 
The 260 shipwrecked were recovered by the DD. FULMINE and EURO, detached for that job by 
the escort commander, and transported to Porto Empedocle. The FULMINE then caught up to the 
FOLGORE at Trapani for the escort of another convoy. 

Nearly at the same time the FOLGORE convoy, with the tanker BRARENA (g.s.t. 6,996) 
was attacked by British aircrafts as afterwards she was attacking above the ship several times. 


In purpose the C.te of the FUCILIERE therefore reports: 
"22 July 1941 
17:15 Hours - SM-79 flies over us that but shortly later goes away. 
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19:04 Hours - an suspicious aircraft is sighted of astern low on the horizon. 

19:08 Hours note the on a true bearing 130° an imposing explosion. I suspect that the 
FOLGORE convoy has been attacked by enemy aircraft and that a steamship has exploded. I 
send the crew to battle stations, I raise the signal "enemy aircraft in sight." 

19:12 Hours - enemy strike aircrafts are sighted low on the horizon headed straight at one of 
the cargo steamships from out of the sun. Increase of speed and I reach quickly the side to the 
BRARENA from that same side. The airplane approach then on the left and, turned wide, they go 
to the opposite side. I maneuver quickly to bring the side of the BRARENA from the same side as 
the aircraft, but they are not still to the height of the stern that the airplane set course decidedly at 
the steamboat from the distance of approximately 8,000 meters. Opening the fire with the 120mm 
pieces and, at a distance of 2,000 meters, also with all the machine-guns. 

19:17 Hours - the first airplane launch without effect a ten of incendiary bombs on the 
steamship. The Second aircraft, that followed it at a short distance from the first one, launches 
with a ten lot of bombs and hits the steamship with three bombs. One of them, crosses the left 
bulwark and penetrates hold n.3, exploding and setting the vehicles in the hold afire. The others 
two perforate the deck. One starts a great fire. The crew of the steamship and the armaments of 
the machine-gunner is thrown in sea. The tanker with dense fire aboard but the proportions 
diminishes quickly. The shipwrecked are recovered by the launch of the FUCILIERE and 
therefore I collect one launch with the serious wounded. I am informed by the shipwrecked that 
aboard the steamship there are the still two serious wounded. The other launch of the steamship in 
which the commander finds himself inasmuch as the fire has not taken large proportions, heads 
for the steamship. I take aboard the wounded and deposit them on the BRARENA with the same 
boat her shipwrecked retrieved by me to control the fire and try to place in motion the tanker. 

19:26 Hours - we are flown over by two SM-79 as each group returns to us. 

20:10 Hours - after myself removed already once from the steamship because of an aircraft 
sighting that then have turned out to be ours 
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bombers, I approach the BRARENA and I order to the commander to give me cables for towing. 
Moreover I order him to make it possible to replace in motion the engines and to repair the 
damage to the rudder; I make to carry aboard the FUCILIERE the two serious wounded who were 
remained on the steamship. The fire on the BRARENA becomes nearly completely tamed by 
means of extinguishers and hand and steam pumps. 

20:37 Hours - the ends for the towing are aboard of the FUCILIERE; extended the towing, 
increasing the pace and I set course towards Lampedusa with the intention to carry the 
BRARENA to the harbor of the island. 

At 21:08 hours, when by now it is already practically dark and the engines have reached 60 
turns, A Bengal is ignited towards the north and soon after noises of airplane over us are heard. 
Remaining uncertain of their nationality, because until to a moment before them have been flown 
over by our two SM-79. Do however raise the alarm, I order the stern to be ready to cut the 
towing cables. Personally explore the dark part of the horizon. 

21:13 Hours - I sight two airplane with the navigation lights ignited, low, that they are 
heading directly at us at a distance of approximately two thousand meters; I recognize them for 
aerial torpedo bombers type Wickers Wildebeast IV. 

Ordering the machine-gunner and the 120mm guns to open fire (the column, to which the 
gun director, is about tappet), and to the stern to cut the tow. I put the engines to ahead 
maximum force turn to starboard full rudder. As soon as I had cut the tow and we moved to 
approximately 400 meters from the steamship, when the aircraft launch the torpedo at a short 
distance. A torpedo hits the tanker, while the other passes me slightly astern. Quickly Beginning a 
strong zigzagging. 

At 21:20 hours approximately another Bengal is sighted towards the east that I think is a 
conventional beacon of rendezvous of the aerial torpedo bombers. 

At 21:31 hours it is by now completely dark. I approach steamship. The area around it for 
two thousand meters is full of fuel. On the steamboat there is a fire of modest proportions, but it 
burns the mast from which detach continues incandescent fragments that fall in sea, representing 
serious danger for anyone is in the locality. I approach however to the steamship and recovery it 
is shipwrecked, among which is the commander, than they are found 
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on two rafts, run out leeward. The Commander of BRARENA (CAP Garassini Enrico) 
informs to me that aboard there remained four dead men as a result of machine gunning of the 
strike aircrafts, a fifth man who has not been able to board the raft is remained attacked to the 
tackles. considering prudent not to remain past leeward to the steamship and I therefore close; 
therefore I move upwind and, put to sea the lifeboat, with the task to the search of the man 
remained attacked to the tackles. Soon the lifeboat returns saying they have gone around of the 
steamship, did not found anybody, to have called and not to have received no answet... 

The torpedo has hit the BMRENA under the bridge in correspondence of the N. 2 hold 
exploding. 

Considering: 

a) that to approach the steamship in the conditions of the moment and a danger; 

b) that the time necessary to resume the towing and the speed that I could maintain would 
not allow me to tow the BRARENA into Lampedusa before day; 

c) that considerable enemy naval forces have been sighted and that they are approached the 
channel of Sicily; 

d) that the next day morning I could newly be attacked by the enemy airplane, while outside 
of the reach of our fighter aircrafts: 

I think opportune to abandon the BRARENA and to catch up with the FOLGORE in order to 
reinforce the escort of the Giulia convoy. In this sense I make a telegram to the FOLGORE 
asking the authorization to sink the BRARENA, and informing them that after would I will 
rejoined with the convoy. While I inform the Supermarina of what happened one with telegram 
N. 37428. Received from the FOLGORE authorization to sink the steamship I fire 28 shots at her 
aiming for the waterline in correspondence to the premises of the engines at the distance of 
approximately 1500 meters. but as I see that the steamship does not sink, I inform the FOIGORE, 
which orders me to abandon the wreckage to the drift and of return to the convoy". Left in the 
tanker BRARENA six killed of the crew, of the which four died by enemy action 
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aboard the cargo vessel and two, among which was the 2nd officer, passed away on the 
FUCILIERE later from the wounds received. 

The survivors were disembarked at Tripoli by the FUCILIERE who, in the same night of the 
23rd, combined with the FOLGORE convoy in order to reinforce the escort. The tanker 
BRARENA moreover did not sink quickly: it remained for several days to drift and on the first of 
august it went aground to east of buoy n. 3 of Kerkennah settling on her side. Recovery was 
impossible. 

After the sinking of the PREUSSEN, and while the semi destroyed tanker was abandoned to 
its destiny, the others steamships of the FOLGORE convoy continued for Tripoli which both 
ODERO and CAFFARO reached at 17:00 hours of the 23rd. 

The group of light ships to reaching Tripoli on the evening of the 23rd - and just DD. 
FOLGORE, SAETTA, ALPINO, FULMINE, FUCILIERE - not departing until the morning of 
the 27th with other "slow" convoy, composed from steamships ERNESTO, CASTELVERDE, 
AQUITANIA, NITA, NIRVO, headed for Naples, by way of the Channel of Sicily route. 

The convoy, having annoying speed of 8 knots, reached Naples safely in the night between 
the 29th and the 30th of July although during navigation the enemy submarines had repeated 
manifested their aggressiveness. Victim of such aggressiveness, like we will behold in the next 
paragraph, was in the evening of the 28th July, the cruiser GARIBALDI, was hit not seriously by 
torpedo while she carried out the indirect escort of a convoy group in waters of the Pelagie 
islands. 

But it was not the only offensive manifestation of submarines in the area of the Channel of 
Sicily. The ERNESTO convoy in fact was also directly attacked by a submarine that on the 29th 
at 17:00 hours launch one salvo of torpedoes against the cargo vessels. 

The steamships exited undamaged from the underwater attack; the submarine was 
counterattacked with depth charges by the FOLGORE. Outcome uncertain. 


7th - The torpedoing of the cruiser GARIBALDI 
In the days 27-28-29 of July the traffic between Italy and Libya was peculiarly intense. 
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Day 27th there in fact departed: convoys BAINSIZZA and NEPTUNIA, respective from 
Naples and Taranto for Tripoli; SS BOSFORO from Benghazi for Brindisi; the SS CAPO 
D'ORSO from Brindisi for Bengasi; the convoys BARBARO escorted from the CLIO and 
ERNESTO, already cited, escorted by the FOLGORE Group, Tripoli for Naples. 

As has already written the activity of British surface ships in the western Mediterranean, the 
Supermarina sent to sea on the evening of the 27th of July the 8th Division and it remained for 
the entire night and departed again the next day to crisscross between Pantelleria, Kerkennah and 
the Pelagie islands. While the NEPTUNIA convoy and the steamships CAPO D'ORSO and 
BOSFORO, started for the routes to the east of Malta, enjoyed cover from partially of that 
Division, located in the Channel of Sicily, the others three convoys at a distance, sailors on the 
routes of placing, would have made use of its immediate protection in case there had been enemy 
surface ships sighted. 

There is occurred for us to repeat once again that the cruisers Divisions, irregularly located 
on the routes of the traffic, had only one escort function anti-ships. It was not to them entrusted 
the defense of the convoys against submarines or against airplane since the large cruisers, for 
their displacement, are not at all suitable for such defense must be effected instead with aircraft 
and maneuverable light ships of small displacement. 

The evening of the 27th of July The 8th Division put to sea only why news was had, as I 
have pointed out, of movements of naval surface forces in the central Mediterranean; otherwise 
the presence of a naval Division in the Channel of Sicily would have been useless, uneconomical 
and dangerous because it would not have averted the hidden enemy - as they did not save the 
cruisers. 

The Division, under the command of the amm. di divisione Giuseppe Lombardi, exited from 
Palermo the evening of the 27 July. The Unit was formed by the GARIBALDI cruisers (flagship) 
and MONTECOCCOLI and by the DD. GRANATIERE and BERSAGLIERE. The destroyers 
was decidedly few for the escort of two cruisers destined to remain several hours in a narrow 
water way much used by enemy submarines, but the shortage of light ships was so strong that the 
Supermarina 
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had to remove from the same Division two of the four DDs. normally assigned - FUCILIERE and 
ALPINO - in order to reinforce with such units the escort of the ERNESTO convoy in just 
departing Tripoli on the 27th of July. 

In the night of the 28th and during the next morning the cruisers made contact with several 
the convoys; at 14:30 hours, not noting some movement by the British ships to approach to the 
Channel of Sicily, the Supermarina ordered the 8th Division to return to Palermo. Truly 
Supermarina’'s radio order had been circulated from dawn, but for one of those hitches in the 
communications service that sometimes happen when that service is at its most intense, the ship 
flagship only received the order in the first hours of the afternoon of the 28th. Taking at once the 
route in order to pass west of Marettimo, and they were little to the north-west of said island, 
when at 19:55 hours the BERSAGLIERE, starboard ship of the escort, sends the beacon of 
"submarine to starboard". From the report of the commander of the GARIBALDI, cap. vasc. 
Stanislao Caraciotti, we transcribe: 

"At 19:00 hours of the 28th of July c. a.. GARIBALDI navigates on the traffic route to the 
east of Marettimo with 3° off the bow at 20 mg. of speed proceeding in line ahead with the 
MONTECOCCOLI and with the DDs. GRANATIERE and BERSAGLIERE zigzagging in 
position of close escort, respective on the left and the right. 

At 19:55 hours at the point 9.5 mg. at 325° from the Beacon of Marettimo, the DD. 
BERSAGLIERE (starboard) raises green flag and turns to starboard. I quickly turn left with full 
rudder; after approximately 30° of the turn two detonations of depth charges launch from the DD. 
are perceived and soon after I feel a strong explosion on the starboard side bow: contemporarily, 
little to ahead of forecastle, a large blackish water column is raised that one hundred fifty meters 
for demolishes then violently on the forward towers and the tower. The wake of a torpedo had 
been sighted in its last seconds with a impact of 110-120°. 

Continuing the turn to the left, towards placing the bow at 255° and stopping the engines: the 
MONTECOCCOLI completed its turns and continues on the route departing. 

At 19.57 hours, stating the good order of the ship that appears cross-sectionally straight and 
little trim by the bow and confiding in 
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robustness of the hit zone, for moving out from the point of the submarine ambush, since 
they can also operate in pairs, is authorized from the Division Command ahead increased the 
turns corresponding to a speed of 4 mg. proceeding towards port”. 

For the explosion of the torpedo GARIBALDI embarked approximately 700 tons. of water 
in the bow area, but the watertight bulkheads will resist well and the unit could gradually increase 
of speed to 10 knots. While the bulkheads and the bracing action were all the provisions 
necessary in order to contain the water infiltration. 

From the report the Division Commander gave order to the MONTECUCCOLI to move 
very soon from the dangerous zone, and to the destroyers ALPINO the FUCILIERE and meet the 
GARIBALDI for reinforcing the escort. The which thing did not prejudge the safety of the 
ERNESTO convoy, to which the two fighters were associated, because this convoy had in its turn 
exceeded the dangerous zone of the transverse from Tripoli to Naples. 

At 6.30 hours of the 29th the entire Division was at its mooring in Palermo. Disembarking 
provisions, ammunitions, oil, water was successful to restore the GARIBALDI to its normal 
displacement. Therefore the unit was moved under its own power to Naples for the necessary 
repairs. The torpedoing of the GARIBALDI did not have human losses of life; only four serious 
wounded. 

In his report on the torpedoing, the Admiral commanding of the 8th Division also made 
notation, in the moment in which the enemy underwater attack manifested, the Division was 
lacking in aerial antisubmarine escort, being accompanied by fighter aircrafts for antiaircraft 
protection. 

For this purpose the Marine Command of the Sicily reported with the note, than in part 
transcribed them, in order to put in evidence the difficulties of coordination between the 
movements of the ships and the airplane. And, without a doubt that such difficulties would have 
been much less important if the naval ships - at least the command frequencies - had been able to 
establish a direct connection with the aerial units designated to operate their protection. 

And here an extract of sheet 11400 of the Autonomous Sicily Command of the R. N.: 
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"Reference sheet 957/SRP of 27 August. 

1) The Cant Z-501 a dependent of Stagnoni Airport took off at 06:00 hours of the 28th of 
July, began ASW escort of the 8th Division, keeping her 3rd rotation continuing until 17:00 
hours, landing at 17:50 hours. 

2) The airplane of 4th rotation for ASW escort that would have had to take off at 15:30 
hours, had to delay departure because enemy aerial attack to the cited Airport, causing therefore 
an interruption in the continuity of the service. 

3) The next successive takeoff was possible barely at 17:00 hours and at such time the news 
in possession of this Command, which was the hour in which was not communicated the Division 
reversed course, the units still turned out to South of Pantelleria. 

4) Consequently the flight division, returned at 20:30 hours that is after three hours and 
thirty minute of search of the FF.NN. did not succeed in finding them, having been directed by 
the previous orders to the zone South of Pantelleria. 

5) And to hold them present to care for the transit of the Division from Pantelleria with the 
route North happened at 15:20 hours had been found by the Pantelleria station, but the 
communication, for how much qualification "PAPA", was reached late, that is after 17:00 hours. 

6) From the report of Osservatore Capo Sezione T. V. ARCO, it turns out between sea to east 
of the Trapani an area of poor visibility with light wind from E. S. E. 

7) It did not turn out to this Command that some aircraft of the maritime reconnaissance is 
remained with the Division from 17:00 to 18:30 hours. It turns out instead that fighter aircrafts of 
the Sicily Air Command carried out A/A escort until 20:15 hours, belonging to the Pantelleria 
Airport, had directly found the movements of the Division". 
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ACTIONS AGAINST BRITISH SUBMARINES 


1 English Submarines Sunk 

Having more than once pointed out the intense activity of the British submarines along the 
Libyan routes and in the waters near the ports of debarkation in Tripolitania and Cyrenaica; we 
have from time to time related the which way attacks were manifested from such submarines 
against convoys, isolated ships and ships of war, and also we have put in evidence the torpedo 
launch from underwater units, of day and of night, having related only a minimal percentage; now 
it is necessary to add that the English submarine offensive in Mediterranean cost to the bitter 
attacking most sensitive losses. 

It is not possible to establish how many underwater units exactly at the same time operated 
in waters attacking our marine communications because the British submarines alternated in and 
out of the Mediterranean frequency; we are however in a position to list the "British boats” one 
by one, or those units in British service, sunk in the Mediterranean between the 10 June 1940 and 
8 September 1943. 

And is necessary because in every budget, as in every reconstruction of historical events, 
must faithfully and scrupulously be recorded either activate actions or passive actions if one 
wants a balance for the reconstruction to correspond to the realty of things. 

According to the British official documentation, there were 41 English, 3 Greeks, 1 Free- 
French submarines sunk. 

For everyone of the 45 boats that failed to return had been marked the date of the loss, at the 
bottom of the British documentation; however sometimes such date do not correspond exactly to 
that of the effective sinking, but only to the given 
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presumed, to the date via which the English authority lost every hope that the ship could still return to 
base. From this it is derived, in some case the uncertainty in attributing the sinking to this or that Italian 


naval or aerial unit. 


When it has not been possible to exactly put in shed light on the cause of the sinking, the loss of the 
submarine has been recorded "for unknown cause" or "mine"; and this also probable appears often when 
the boat in issue has been destroyed by the reaction of the ship of escorting the convoys. 

We transcribe, therefore, the directory of the English submarines sunk: 


DIRECTORY ENGLISH SUBMARINES AND THOSE IN THE SERVICE OF THE ENGLISH 
SUNK IN THE MEDITERRANEAN From the 6/10/1940 To 9/8/1943 


Name Date 
ODIN 13.6.1940, 
GRAMPUS 16.6.1940 
ORPHEUS 16.6.1940 
PHOENIX 16.7.1940 
OSWALD 1.8.1940 


RAINBOW 15.10.1940 


TRIAD 20.10.1940(?) 


REGULUS 6.12.1940 


TRITON 18.12.1940 
USK 3.5.1941 
UNDAUNTED = 13.5.1941 
UNION 20.7.1941 
CACHALOT 30.7.1941 
P.32 18.8.1941 
P.33 23.8.1941 


Position Cause 

Gulf of Taranto, DD STRALE and TURBINES 
Near of Siracusa TB POLLUCE 

Near of Tobruk DD TURBINES 

Near of Augusta TB ALBATROS 


Some miles to SSE 
of C. Spartivento Calabro DD VIVALDI 
80 mgl. to And of Siderno 


Harbor (Mar Jonio) SM TOTI 

Wide of Siracusa Seaplanes of the 89th sq. 
and TB AIRONE and 
HALCYON(?) 

Channel of Otranto Unknown Cause 

Channel of Otranto Unknown Cause 

Near of Cape Bon Mine (?) 

Waters of Tripoli Unknown Cause 

Channel of Sicily TB CIRCE (?) 

TON. di Bengasi TB POPE 

Libyan Coasts Mine 


Libyan Coasts Probably TB PARTE NOPE 


229 
Name: 
Tetrarch, 
Perseus, 
Triumph, 
Tempest 
P.38, 
P.39, 
Pandora, 
P.36, 
Upholder, 
Urges, 
Olympus, 
Thorn, 
Talisman, 
Utmost, 
Traveller, 
P.222, 
P.48, 
P.311, 
Tigris 
Turbulent, 
Thunderbolt, 
Regent, 
Splendid, 
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Date: 
2.11.1941, 
4.12.1941, 
14.1.1942, 
13.2.1942, 
23.2.1942, 
26.3.1942, 
1.4.1942, 
1.4.1942, 
14.4.1942, 
6.5.1942, 
8.5.1942, 
11.8.1942, 
16.9.1942, 
25.11.1942, 
5.12.1942, 
12.12.1942, 
25.12.1942, 
8.1.1943, 
10.3.1943, 
12.3.1943, 
14.3.1943, 
18.4.1943, 
21.4.1943, 


Position: 

Channel of Sicily, 
Near to Zante, 
South Aegean, 
Ionian Sea, 

To N. of Misurata, 
Malta, 

Malta, 

Malta., 

Near to Tripoli, 


Cause: 

? 

Mine, 

Probably TB ORSA 

TB CIRCE 

TB CIRCE, DD USODIMARE and PESSAGNO (?), 
German Aviation, 

Italian-Ger. Aviation 

Italian-Ger. Aviation 

Antisubmarine Means of Tripoli 


Some mile to SE of Malta, Mine 


5 miles to E of Malta, 
To S. of Crete, 

Near to Marettimo, 
To N. Egadi Islands, 
Gulf of Taranto, 

Near to Tripoli, 

10mls NW of Zembra, 


Mine 

TB POLLUCE and PAPA, 

Italian Ship after attacking a convoy, 

TB GROPPO 

TB PERSEO, 

TB FORTUNALE , 

TB PERSEO, ARDENTE and AUDACE(?) 


Waters of the Maddalena, UNKNOWN CAUSE , 


Near to Zembra, 

8 mg. near to Bastia, 
NE. of Milazzo, 
Near of Monopolies, 
Some mile to S. of 
the island of Goats, 


Mine, 

MAS and Csmg entrance to Bastia 
Ct CICOGNA, 

Mine 


German Ship HERMES 


(1) In the British official documentation the loss of the PARTHIAN is recorded like it happened on 11 
August 1943 for unknown causes. And instead assessed that the submarine was sunk on 15 August from Ct 


POMONA. 
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Name: Data: Position: Cause: 

SAHIB , 24.4.1943 , North of Cape Milazzo, Cv. Gabbiano and EUTERPE, 
PARTHIAN, 15.8.1943, South Adriatic, Cv POMONA, 

SARACEN, 14.8.1943(1), Near Bastia, Cv MINERVA, 
NARVAL(Fr.), 16.11.1942, Cirenaica Coasts, Tp. CLIO, 

PROTEUS(Gr.), 7.1.1941, Adriatic South, Tp. ANTARES, 
GLAUCOS(Gr.), 29.12.1940, Malta, Airplane Italian-Germans, 
TRITON (Gr.), 4.4.1942, North Channel I gild, (Eubea), Germanic Csmg " 2102 " 


2° English underwater Unit damaged 
Beyond the 45 submarines sunk, the following 10 others resulted seriously damaged: 


DIRECTORY OF THE ENGLISH AND ALLIED SUBMARINES 
DAMAGED IN THE MEDITERRANEAN From the 6/10/40 to 9/8/1943 


Name: Date: Position: Cause: 

ROVER, 26.4.1941, Bay of Suda, German aerial Bombs 

TRIUMPH, 6.7.1941, Waters of Benghazi, Cann. DE LUTTI 

OLYMPUS, 29.7.1941, Near the Cavoli Island (Sardinia), Italian aerial Bombs , 

UNIQUE, 20.8.1941, Waters of Tripoli, Italian aerial Bombs 

PROTEUS, 8.2.1942, Near Cefalonia, Rammed by torpedo boat 

SAGITTARIO, , 

THRASHER, —26.7.1942, 35 mg. to North , Bombed from English airplane 
of Porto Said Swordfish of 815° the squadron 

PORPOISE, 19.8.1942, Waters of Bengasi, , Bombs of depth of the DD GIOBERTI 

P.42, 19.10.1942, Near Lampedusa, Bombs of depth of Italian DD, 

URSULA, 30.12.1942, Island S. Maura- Ionian, Rammed by a merchant ship 

SOKOL (Polish), 1.4.1942 , Malta , Bombs aerial German 


(1) See note of previous page. 
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It would be too much along, and moreover outside of the borders of the present study, to bring back the episodic 
intiera of the 55 Above Enrolled submarines; it is opportune however to examine in their particular the 
circumstances in which some underwater units were destroyed, because such circumstances make a integral part of 
the "battle of the convoys". 


3™ The sinking of Free-French submarine NARVAL 


17 January 1941 TB. CLIO and CASTORE escorted from Tobruk to Benghazi a convoy composed of the 
Steamship EDDA and the MS ASSIRIA when, at 22:25, the CLIO (Co//7.te T.v. G7/7berto) sighted off the 
left bow, and that is to say towards land, a confused shadow to approximately 2000 meters distance. 

Increasing speed, the torpedo boat put at once the bow on the uncertain sighted shape and, at 22:26, 
recognized such shape for the coning tower of a submarine on the surface headed for the convoy, I prepare myself 
for Ramming. 

"Reached approximately 200 meters of distance - the C.te of the CLIO in his report writes - the submarine 
quickly dived, clearly leaving its point of immersion visible. 

A instantly after a strong collision, at once I give the order launch the depth charges with the hoppers is 
with the lateral mortars. 

In this first pass we have launched 3 depth charges of 100 Kg. with the hoppers stern of left, 3 depth 
charges from 50 Kg. with the hoppers stern of right, 2 depth charges of 50 Kg. with lateral depth charges 
launchers. Therefore I approach all to starboard and volume to pass again the point where I think the submarine 
sank 

Such point is clearly visible since a notable circular zone of fuel oil of approximately 50 meters of diameter 
and in means to it a continuous air bobbles is clearly found. In this second last launch one depth charge from 100 
Kg. with the hoppers of left; 3 depth charges from 50 Kg. with the hoppers of straight and 2 depth charges from 
50 kg. with the lateral mortars. Therefore I approach all on the left and pass again on the point of sinking of the 
submarine. 
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Such point is still more visible since looks at a clearly zone nearly fuel oil circular of a 
diameter of a hundred of meters. In this zone, in this third pass still launch 2 depth charges of 100 
Kg. with hoppers of left stern, that I had reloaded, the 2 depth charges from stern 50 Kg. with the 
hoppers of right 2 depth charges from 50 Kg. with the lateral mortars. 

The collision for the Ramming, the launch and relative explosion of the depth charges in the 
position most visible of immersion and sinking of the submarine, more and more the circular 
increasing fuel oil zone that sheds to the surface and the breath of air, clearly visible, does not 
leave some doubt on its sinking. Then I set course in order to resume my place in formation. 

Reached to Benghazi, with the morning tide of the 9th, I asked a diver to visit the hull 
thinking possible an eventual damage to keel. From said visit it has turned out a strong scrap 
from starboard of bow until amidships of the hull on the left side and wide painting streak jumped 
on the skillful side of it keel. 

Moreover from Benghazi Harbor it has been orally communicated to me that a MAS of 
Tobruk Harbor, ordered to the same point the morning following the sinking, has found the 
continuous fuel oil spillage. The point of sinking of the submarine is in lat. 32°13' 10" N., long. 
23°39' 45" And in shoals between 29 and 42 meters”. 


4° The torpedo boat PAPA Rammed English submarine CACHALOT 

The torpedo boat PAPA (C.re 7. v. Gino Rosica) reached waters of Benghazi, coming from 
Tripoli, in the afternoon of 29 July 1941 and was ordered at once to rendezvous with the 
steamship CAPO D'ORSO, of which was scheduled to arrive the next day in the morning at 
Brindisi, and of escort therefore to Benghazi. 

Since the zone was evident presence of enemy submarines, the torpedo boat, without 
entering the port, is headed immediately for the waters that the steamship would have to be in 
order to run the next day, for perform careful reconnaissance. 

From the excerpted from the report of the commander of the torpedo boat: 

« 03:30 Hours-in lat. 32°49' & long. 20°11' E. about Rv. 29° 
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and speed mg. 10 - I little sight something to astern of the abeam on the left that I can not 
distinguish exactly for the insufficient visibility (night illume, haze). I approach on from the left 
and set course, without an increase of speed, towards the point of the sighting. 

I have the perception to have sighted a submarine. 

Hours 03:40: Set Maximum Speed I set course for the submarine and, although the distance 
was diminished, spotting it with more and more difficulty. The shape of the submarine to 
disappears and I distinguish only the tower. I preview the possible maneuvers of the enemy: 

1) Fast immersion; 

2) Approached to straight towards the torpedo boat. 

Hours 03.40 1/2: the submarine opens the fire. 

This fact gives the certainty to me that the enemy has discarded the maneuver of the fast 
immersion. 

I decide the action: to Ram. 

The enemy blows well are fixed in aim but are all long. 

I still approach on the left in order opening the fire on the starboard and bring them in good 
position in order Ramming. 

03:41 Hours: I open the fire. The enemy, is performing well by speed her fire, accelerates the 
rhythm of shooting. 

Before the first salvo I suspend the shooting also because gun layers to low on the water, see 
the target very badly. While they are sure for our relative position, than the enemy offense with 
the torpedo cannot bring them. 

03:42 Hours: With us fast approaching on the starboard I put the bow on the submarine. The 
continuous enemy to talk nonsense. The good shots rise water columns nearest right and left. I 
open fire with the forward piece; after the first blow the submarine stops the fire. I think of we 
have hit the bow on the not pressure hull. 

At a distance stop the engines and endured after I give reverse all. 

03:43 Hours: Rammed the submarine to astern of the tower. 

03:43 1/2 Hours: from the submarine I receive beacon " CACHALOT - SURRENDED ". 

All the crew erupt in a thunderous "Viva I'Italia”. 

03:45 Hours: beginning to take aboard the life boats, the shipwrecked. The submarine begins 
to sink. 

03:52 Hours: the submarine disappears. Continue to recover the shipwrecked. 

04:35 Hours: All the shipwrecked are aboard. " 
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Of the 71 men members the crew of the CACHALOT, PAPA recovery 70, comprised the 
commander, all the officers and all the non-commissioned officers. This was possible because the 
CACHALOT remained afloat approximately ten minutes before sinking and left therefore the 
British crew the time necessary in order to abandon the unit. Of other part the PAPA could not act 
cruelly on the survivors in the process of sinking because, with beacon " CACHALOT 
SURRENDER ", transmitted endured after the ramming, the submarine had explicitly declared of 
herself surrendered with that to every desire of resistance. 

Recovered the shipwrecked, the PAPA continued in its mission and the next day 
accompanied to Benghazi the steamship CAPO D'ORSO arriving punctually to the appointment 
with the escort unit. The commander and the crew of the CACHALOT were disembarked at 
Benghazi and, from their interrogating, learned that the submarine TRIUMPH, on the evening of 
the 6th she had sunk steamship NINFEA and the PG. DE LUTTI, had been in turn damaged 
rather seriously from the fire of the gunboat. 


5° Sinking of English submarine GRAMPUS 
The two episodes of the NARVAL and the CACHALOT reflect exactly the picture of the "battle 
of the Libyan convoys" why both boats were sunk in the course of operations for the protection of 
the Libyan traffic; some other episode of the sort will be brought to light as at the proper time. To 
the story of such episodes of war is but opportune to make time to follow one that has only 
indirect connection with the defense of the traffic, but that it serves to heighten the ways, 
themselves from the first days of war, it came carried out the reconnaissance of the waters in 
which most frequently moved our warship and cargo vessel. 
The episode to which we refer had for protagonist 1st Torpedo Boat Flotilla, under the command 
of the cap. freg. Aldo Rossi, and concluded with the sinking of submarine GRAMPUS in waters 
before the port of Siracusa. Four units of the Flotilla, and precisely TB. CIRCE (c. sqg.), CLIO, 
POLLUCE, CALLIOPE, exited Siracusa 
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At 18:30 of the 16 June 1940 and to 19:00 they were spread out in search pattern. 

At 19:02 the crew of lookout-post of TB. CIRCE sight a periscope to short distance from the 
unit 

"I reverse course - C.fe Rossi writes - in order to return to waters covered by the squadron 
and clearly indicated from the wake. 

At 19:04 judging to be at the correct distance begin the launch of the DCs 

At 19:04 1/2 hours sighted on the left (s. ¢. v. Cruciani) a flash of a torpedo that emerges and 
continues on, from an other officer (Ensign Lambelet), the wake of the torpedo. I take notice of 
the compass while I approach for put the bow over. At the same time I make s. f. v. Cruciani 
point the ship. I follow the bearing indicated and I resume at once the launch of the DCs. 

At 10:09 hours having exhausted the supply of prepared DCs. for cover I go away first to the 
S.W. and thereafter for the South in order to put to sea the torpedo from towing. I give the 
corresponding order to the crew torpedo boats" 

In compliance to the orders of the squadron commander the other torpedo boats of the 
squadron carried out launch of DCs in the area in which they had been sighted, before the 
periscope and thereafter the wakes of the torpedo; particularly interesting those that the C.te Rossi 
reports on purpose of the action of the POLLUCE: 


"Maneuver of the POLLUCE (T. V. Bettica). 

The approach of the CIRCE, realizes due to it sighting of the submarine, it thinks that the 
CLIO approaches to starboard and, not having at the moment other elements of judgment, puts 
bar to starboard. It continues on divergent route on the starboard in order to leave the CIRCE, that 
it has begun the launch of the DCs., clear freedom of maneuver. 

At 19:03 hours it perceives of starboard bow, on magnetic bearing approximately 30°, to a 
distance of circa 300 meters, a wake of a torpedo that emerges and endured two wakes that direct 
towards of him. 

I order engines ahead full and it puts all the rudder to starboard, the two wakes pass one of 
bow and the other astern. Approached the door about immediacy of the aim about hurdling where 
begins the cast a DCs continue turning a full circle. 
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Completed the turn it observes in the water a series of air bubbles that go away towards S.E. It follows 
and it continues the launch the DCs. 

To the launch of the ninth DC (Kg. 50, regulation for 50 meters) observes a high column with black 
foam mixed with wreckage and that oil slick leaves on the sea. 

It approaches in order to return on the slick and throws others DCs. Therefore it puts to sea the 
torpedo from towing and executes various passages. The oil slick goes always extending to reach a 
diameter of 150-200 meters, notices on the oil slick bubbles some small others with diameter 20-30 
centimeters that are opened placidly in surface; the various floating remains, like boxes and pieces of wood 
that seem wreckage of furniture. I remains on the place until hours 20:15". 

From British documents it turns out that in this occasion submarine GRAMPUS was sunk. 
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CHAPTER XII 
THE SITUATION IN THE SUMMER OF 1941 


1st The Participation of the Supreme Command 

The British aerial activity against the convoys encouraged, on the first of July 1941, the 
Supreme command to call the attention of the General Staffs of Navy and the Air Force to the 
case. 

The problem had become of burning at the present time since, after the decreased aerial 
pressure on Malta, the RAF had manifested, from May till then, an aggressiveness that was 
becoming much more dangerous. 

In truth the cargo vessels of various types sunk on the Libyan routes by aerial attack after all 
had not been many (4 cargo vessels from the start of the war to the end of March 1941 and only 2 
in April to the end of June 1941), but nearly all the convoys that had navigated between Italy and 
Libya had been subordinates to aerial attack, especially in the periods of time in which the allied 
(It & Ger) aerial bombing of Malta was less persistent and intense, and that could not worry the 
High Commando whose incumbent responsibility was to assure the supply of North Africa. 

Consequence of such worries was is the decision of the Supermarina, of which we have 
already spoken, to start for the eastern route for more important and faster convoys, it is the 
directives of the Supreme Command that we transcribe here: 
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Secret - Supreme Command 
Prot. n. 40090/Op. 8 July 1941 


TO THE CHIEF OF GENERAL STAFF OF THE R. MARINA 
TO THE CHIEF OF GENERAL STAFF OF THE R. AIR FORCE. 


OBJECT: Aerial protection of the fast convoys on the routes to the east of Malta. 

1) From the examination of the current general situation of the central basin of the 
Mediterranean it has turned out convent to make the fast convoys follow routes far to the east of 
Malta. 

2) The place, and capacity necessity to made to participate of fighter aircrafts units to the 
escort of the convoys for longer sections of diurnal navigation as much as possible, is necessary 
to quickly study the use of suitable air force basses in Greece, line up units to be moved from less 
important battle fronts. 

(Will determine the German sides interest for an eventual deployment of their own fighters). 

3) And also an item of consequence that the secret of the departure of the convoys is not 
guaranteed enough in the departure ports. Therefore is necessary that the General Staff of Navy 
examines, in relation to the availability of naval escorts and harbor facilities, the convenience to 
make the steamboats depart from various ports with a reunion at sea. 

4) In general it is of great interest to recognize the enemy naval situation at Malta in the 
proximity of a convoy from and for Libya. Such acquaintance has an immediate repercussion on 
the number of the naval escorts that can be allotted to the convoy. If in fact the absence of enemy 
ship from Malta can be assessed, person in charge of our cruisers Division indirect protection of 
the convoy, being saved from this task, will be able to detach in own DD. in order to reinforce the 
direct escort. 

5) The Excellence asks the Chiefs of general staff of Navy and the Air Force to familiarize 
this Command with the decisions and the measures taken to implement this order. 


CHIEF OF GENERAL STAFF 
F.to UGO CAVALLE 
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To the directive 40090/Op. of the Supreme Command, Supermarina replied on date 16 July 
with its n. 015048, more than any other order to specify its own approximately understandings of 
the convoying for the cargo vessels of greater displacement, used for the transport of troops: 

SUPERMARINA 16 July 1941 

Prot. 015048 

SECRET 


OBJECT: Aerial protection for the fast convoys on the routes to the east of Malta. 


Reference sheet n. 40090 of date 8 July 1941. 

The next fast convoy to headed to Tripoli will depart from Taranto and will follow the route 
very far to the east of Malta. 

Given the largeness of MS. NEPTUNIA and OCEANIA that makes number of departure 
ports that can be used for said convoy and for the boarding of the troop are limited. 

Some time in the future the SS. Marco Polo and ESPERIA or VICTORIA will be able to 
depart from Bari and to maintain the departure of the OCEANIA and the NEPTUNIA from 
Taranto and to make them re-unite at sea with the steamboats so as to better to guarantee the 
secretcy of the departure. 

In autumn, when the days are shortened, also organize every opening to make a traverse of 
the fast convoy to the west of Sicily with the departure from Naples in order not to much too 
often follow the same route that would sure to encounter a moment trap laid by the enemy. 

p. The CHIEF OF GENERAL STAFF 
F.to CAMPIONI 


As was seen in chapter Xth the two fast convoys of July had departed from Taranto 
following the eastern route; we will see more latter what were the criteria followed for the cargo 
and following from of such convoys during the months of the mid-summer. We can now specify 
that during all August the terminal port of the traffic directed to Libya was essentially, if not 
exclusively, the port of Naples for the steamships and the fast motor-ships that transported troops, 
as it was for the cargo freighters. Only some steamships started for Benghazi, with or without 
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escort, made cape Brindisi, but all the others departed from Naples because clearly Naples 
was the port that more than any other lend to the centralization of the materials and the men and 
to the quick development of cargo operations. 

Because of the suggestions given by the Supreme Command, in the dispatch we reprinted, 
and also the one to make the steamships depart from various ports and rendezvous them into a 
convoy, once at sea. 

But unrecognized because, never would a similar procedure have increased the level of 
secretary of the approximate destination port of the separated cargo vessels; instead it is certain 
that the formation of the convoy at sea implied no small practical difficult, a kind when the cargo 
vessels were equipped with antiquated and slow communications equipment (in the summer of 
‘41 nearly all were in such conditions, because nearly all were lacking in wireless apparatuses). 

For the reasons that we have pointed out and for others of a practical character, only very 
rarely and only in cases of act of God, some convoy were formed at sea with cargo vessels 
coming from various ports, the norm was to make steamships and escort ship of the same convoy 
all depart from only one port, that, because the other rendered possible having direct contact 
between commanders of the warships and the mercantile ships, having the most useful contact in 
order to realize agreements and dispositions for navigation and the eventual combat. 


2nd - Technique of the convoys formation 

It would have been ideal that every convoy was always formed from the same cargo vessels, 
always escorted from the same warships, therefore would have created a naval formation, 
composed of mercantile and light ships, always the same ships, that after a short period of time 
and some navigations, would have been perfect unity between them. 

The cargo vessels would have known without need of orders or beacons in what way the 
commanders of the escort ships reacted to the several attacks - or the offenses dangers of - the 
enemy and would have automatic known those they had time to do; the escort command and his 
crew, from her signal, would not have had any worry on the behavior of the 
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being sure that the cargo vessels behavior would have been exactly what they wished. 

Ideally, therefore, than every convoy was always constituted from the same cargo vessels 
and the same escort ships, and this criterion, when it was possible, the Command concerned itself 
with proposed organization of the traffic besides the Supermarina. We have seen in fact that the 
large ocean-going liners for the transport of troops traveled always entirety - OCEANIA, 
NEPTUNIA, ESPERIA, Marco Polo, VICTORIA, CONTE ROSSO - even if variously grouped 
and nearly always under the escort of the AVIERE or VIVAIDI DD. squadrons; we have seen the 
AQUITANIA, NIRVO, ERNESTO, BAINSIZZA group, formed more or less always in the same 
way and generally entrusted to the escort ships headed by the FOIGORE or the FRECCIA or the 
MALOCELLO. But that was not always possible, because the cargo vessels followed various 
tempos of loading and unloading one or the other, it is because the ships normally used for escort 
acquitted also many other tasks and, consequently those that would be planned, sometimes were 
unavailable. Then the convoys became organized as they could, with the ships and the torpedo 
boats that happened to be ready. 

Unavoidably, items under this exquisitely crude point of view, things got worse with passing 
of the time. 

The criterion of the convoys always being formed in the same way could be respected, 
largely, until first months of '41; after that, and until the end of the year, no other was attempted, 
if, so to make the escort formations always constituted of the same torpedo boats to give to the 
Armed forces high command the fewest warships, if not also mercantile ships, brought together 
between them. But with the start of '42 this was not possible and every convoy became 
constituted with the steamships and the escort ships that were ready and available at that moment. 

The practical effect every commander - of warship and cargo vessels - ended up changing 
traveling companions every navigation. Under the push of the contingent necessities it was not 
always possible to respect even organization of the naval destroyer and torpedo boats squadrons; 
they therefore had, in the summer-autumn of 1942, the escorts formed with warships not only of 
various squadrons but also of various types all from the other, and 
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were had difficult convoys escorted by ships whose commanders had never been at sea 
together. 

Under the worry of the extreme urgency of the supply for our Forces in North Africa, 
Supermarina it was forced to employ the light ships it had ready and had gradually to provide, not 
being able to delay the departure of a convoy only in order to wait the return to port or the 
preparation of all the ships of a determined DD or torpedo boats squadron. 

Before the departure of a convoy the escort commanders meet, always as this was possible, 
the military and mercantile commanders of the ships that would be sailing for their orders in order 
to give the standing orders, in order to have oral agreements, in order to distribute the particular 
orders of operation. 

The dispositions inherent to convoys were codified some in official orders published by the 
General Staff of Navy; but every convoy had its specific problems that had to be resolved now at 
once. Here the necessity of the meetings of the commanders before departure, was felt very 
necessity that when, for example, it could not be held, that fact was always then found in the 
navigation reports of the escort commanders. 

In the meeting of the commanders the place fixed that each ship had to hold in the formation, 
assigned the standing daily orders, specified which diagrams of zigzagging would be followed 
and in which hours, the evasive maneuvers for aerial attack, submarines, surface ships, day and 
night were set down. 

Matters as they were, yes, denoted in the orders of the General Staff of the Navy, but only 
generally. To the arrangements of the General Staff every escort commander ended indebted for 
its particular interpretation deriving from the acquired experience of numerous transverses of the 
central Mediterranean, from multiple crashes with the enemy, from the attacks he endured daily, 
and deriving also from the necessity to always adhere the defense of the convoys to the tactics of 
the enemy that evolved, it can be said, day by day. 

In the meeting of the commanders was always brought to light which kind of 
communications was at the disposal of every mercantile ship. A particularly important argument 
that had to examine each time in turn since the possibilities of 
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communication differed largely from ship to ship. All the cargo vessels had the main radio, 
true, but main the wireless apparatuses could not used inside of the convoy because their 
transmissions were susceptible of being picked up and being radio direction found at very large 
distances also. Moreover the communications with the main radios always had be encoded and 
uuencoded and therefore they required most remarkable losses of time, especially aboard the 
cargo vessels where the officers had little or no training in the express use of the codes. 

Rejecting the use of the main radio, the steamships, in order to communicate between 
themselves and with the escort ships, they did not have, for many months of 1940, other means 
than by day flag beacons, and the luminous signaling of night, with appropriate lamps (traps) 
darkened and colored blue. The communications were therefore slow, they not always demanded 
a staff specialist at the disposition of the steamships, and were insufficient and above all 
inadequate to the war that was fought. 

The defense of the steamships was essentially centered on the fastest, instantaneous 
maneuvers, implying a rapid approach to time and ready deviations from the line of route, often 
completed also while the formation was covered in an artificial fog curtain extended from the 
escorting ships, and all that could not be achieved if not by a means of communication of great 
immediacy. 

When, as an example, the attack of submarines or aerial torpedo bombers and bombers was 
detected, the convoy had some probability of being saved from the enemy offense only if it 
maneuvered opportunely and guided in the short possible time outside from the zone effected; but 
if the escort commander did not have way to give the orders with the fastest necessary time, the 
maneuver was not executed or was executed with a delay in completing could be fatal. 

We see inasmuch as when the CONTE ROSSO was torpedoed, the torpedo had been sighted 
from the DD. FRECCIA, escort commander, while it was still a thousand of meters from the 
steamboat, but was not avoided by the cargo vessel because the alarm given by the FRECCIA 
with the traditional systems, probably was interpreted with some moments of delay, those few 
were enough in order to render the defensive maneuver in vain. 
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And, always in the same occasion, there is the famous, torpedoing the CONTE ROSSO, the 
other ocean-going liners of the convoy, to which was not possible to reach timely with the orders 
of the escort commander, were dangerously dispersed. 

In order to obviate to the deficiencies of communication systems, the escort commanders, in 
the meetings of the commanders before departure, fixed beacons of emergency made up sounding 
of siren, gun shots, rockets of various color according to of the emergency faced. With such 
beacons standard types of maneuvers were set down then were sharpened instinctively and 
spontaneously solely by the commanders according the sensibility and the ability of everyone. 

With spring-summer '41 they were to begun to install on the more larger and important 
steamships the so-called the medium-short wave wireless: radiotelegraph apparatuses, arranged 
on the command bridge and therefore in immediate contact with the commanders and the officers 
of the watch. But these apparatuses also had an excessive capacity and, consequently, the 
transmissions had be coded or to be written up in conventional language. In short the wireless did 
not resolve the problem of the fast communications within the convoys. 

It resolved, in acceptable way, by the adoption of the short wave wireless apparatuses with a 
capacity that did not exceed the horizon of the system transmitter (10-12 miles to the maximum). 

The warships were nearly all equipped with short wave apparatuses themselves from the first 
months of war (were demonstrated at once processes), but the mercantile ships began to have 
them only in the beginning of '42, and not all. The first cargo vessels to which were assigned the 
u. c. waves wireless apparatuses were the motor-ships of greater displacement and faster, they 
were many tankers, they were the steamships used for the transport of more precious the war 
materials. Supply difficulties moreover rendered allocation of the apparatuses very slow and in 
fact in the autumn of '42, several cargo vessels, and not the smallest, were still not equipped. That 
it rendered the task of the escort ships more arduous. We will see, shortly, that in September '42, 
during a navigation between Crete and Tobruk, a large naval destroyer was forced to pull along 
side, at night and while an aerial attack was raging, to the Tanker PROSERPINA in order to give 
to voice with the megaphone 
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the urgent order to change course, the order that would have saved the oil tanker from the 
enemy aggression. 

In navigation the cargo vessels were held in line at front in order to offer to the submarines a 
target of reduced total length. When there were more than three the mercantile ships were formed 
in two or more lines at front because a line at front composed of more than three ships would 
have been difficult to maneuver. Distance between the ships and the lines was about a thousand 
meters. 

But the formations were not ever too rigid, for the insufficient familiarity of the mercantile 
commanders to maintain exactly just to their place, because it would have been absurd to subject 
the drive systems to the continuous variations of speed that are unavoidable when want to 
maintain a scrupulously formation. Consequently the line at front, simple or double, practically 
ended up being broken with the cargo vessels disposed like a chessboards. The thing was not very 
convenient from point of view of the defense of submarines attacks, but was ineluctable. 

At night times the cargo vessels were to maintained the line at front, at times it was passed in 
line of row, a formation, this, easier or, better, seamanship less dangerous then of the other for 
people not accustomed to sailing in the dusk. The passage more or less from the line at front to 
the line of row at night fall depended mostly on the appreciation that the escort command had 
made of the approximately maneuverability of each commanders. 

From end of '41 then on there was practically no escort commander that did not hold his 
cargo vessels in line of front at night as at day. Also because at that time the convoys were always 
constituted from two or three cargo vessels only, and the line at front could be maintained with 
facility. 

The same criteria followed in order to establish the diurnal and nocturnal formations 
encouraged the escort commanders to order or not the zigzagging of the steamships. 

Zigzagging was undoubtedly the most effective protective measure in order to defend the 
convoy from submarine attacks, but such measure implied loss of speed and constant attention, if 
not ability, in order to avoid collisions. 

The mercantile ships of the fast convoys always zigzagged by day and sometimes also at 
night, at least in the more dangerous points 
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of the transverse; but for the slow and slowest convoys the zigzagging was ordered only when 
they were crossing zones usually inhabited by the enemy submarines. Otherwise navigations 
would have risked being interminable. 

The zigzagging diagrams were fixed in a publication of the General Staff of Navy and 
contemplated broken (spezzate) always regular for the mercantile ships and broken (spezzate) 
of varied duration and several angles-tables for the warships. It was for the escort commander to 
establish the patterns to follow by the escort ships by the mercantile ships and the timetables for 
beginning and ending. But they had to agree also on many other things: as an example like 
passing from the zigzagging to the scattering, in case of aerial attack, and like quickly realizing a 
large route variation when the threat of a submarine was outlined. 

All that was the fruit of such agreements and directives that were fixed in the meetings 
before the departure of the convoy. 


The position of the ship of the convoys regarding the mercantile ships was always a function 
of the number of the ships available. If such ships were only one or two were assuming place 
either at the bow of the convoy or on both flanks about at 45°, at approximately 1000-1500 
meters distance; if then the number of the torpedo boats went up to 4, 5, 6, - which thing 
generally always happened when the convoys transported troops and, from '42 and after, very 
often also for the convoys of cargo ships - if when, - we said, the escort torpedo boats were 4 or 
more than 4, such torpedo boats were arranged all around the cargo vessels therefore enclosing 
them nearly in one protecting belt. The belt unfortunately was not however ever therefore 
watertight like it would have been desirable. Aircrafts and submarines well trained were always 
finding a passage for which to launch their attack. The ring often protected us, is true, but this 
after all was small compensation when one or more steamships had been hit and sunk. 

And fair to add that the assurance of the convoys was not therefore directly a function of the 
number of the escort ships as we would think at first. We have had, from '41, cargo vessels sunk 
by submarines and torpedo bombers also when the convoy was escorted by a truly huge number 
of warships (v. to 


10/03/2000 
The Defense of the North African Convoys; Vol.1 


247 
example CONTE ROSSO convoy of the May '41 and MONTELLO and PREUSSEN convoys, 
respective of June and July '41, they lost all some cargo vessels in spite of the grandeur of the 
escort), and we had in comparison, also in '42 sent, convoys ships safely to destination although 
they were escorted only by two torpedo boats. We remember for example, between the many, 
convoys composed from of the motor-ships MONVISO and ANKARA and escorted by the DD. 
DA RECCO and SAETTA that in July 1942 was sailing, without the minimal losses, repeatedly 
from Taranto to Benghazi although attacked by submarines and nocturnal airplane bombers and 
aerial torpedo bombers. 

The number of the escort ships was one of the factors - most important factor - for the 
protection of the convoy, but not the only one . Other factors were the promptness and the 
effectiveness of the reaction of the escort ships; decisive factor was after all - useless to deny - the 
good fortune. 


Often enough a convoy or a group of convoys was protected by cruisers Divisions. 

That happened especially in the first months of war and irregularly during '41. Of the tasks 
entrusted to such cruiser Divisions already has said more resumptions and repeatedly it has been 
specified that their function was exclusively of contrast to eventual attacks of surface ships, and is 
therefore superfluous to return to the argument. 

It will be enough to us to remember that the cruiser Divisions, given their function, always 
navigated a short distance from the convoys holding themselves in a covering position; they were 
not never, in other words, incorporated into the same convoys in order not to lose their 
maneuverability and at the same time be able to have, in the necessary case, all the fire volume 
which they processed. 

Our naval adversary, moreover, never during the day attack with his surface forces our 
convoys protected by cruiser divisions: he attacks surface ships, at least the ones that were carried 
out, always had their development at night when the defense exercised from the dedicated 
cruisers was mort hypothetical then real. Since against an enemy who at night skillfully used 
RADAR, the escorting cruisers had very little possibilities of an effective and timely 
participation. 
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Speaking about the destruction of the TARIGO convoy, we have said that the 4 attacking 
DD.s held the convoy under radar control about 22 minutes before opening fire and inasmuch as 
they had began to shoot after having reached, to the unbeknownst to the escort ships, a tactical 
position more favorable and in order attack without being attacked themselves. Something 
analogous happened when, in the night on 9 November 1941, the British cruisers AURORA and 
PENELOPE at a distance destroyed the DUISBURG convoy escorted by the TRIESTE Division. 
We will speak of it shortly. 

Generally every convoy was escorted, in addition to the naval forces, the air forces. On the 
principle of the war, in truth, the aerial escorts were irregular or they did not come at all in any 
respect, and this did not give light to problems because enemy activity, during all of 1940, was 
very weak. When the transfer to Libya of the German Korp had only begin, in February 1941, the 
aerial escorts became customary and, with the increasing of British aerial activity, they were 
demonstrated more and more necessary. For some time the aerial escort was provided essentially 
by the X CAT, and not only for the German convoys; from May to end of 1941, however, the task 
of aerial protection of the convoys became acquitted exclusively by the Italian Air Force by 
means of seaplanes, directly dependent on Navy for antisubmarine tasks and by means of land 
aircrafts for fighters and reconnaissance of the Air Arm for defense against enemy aircraft. 

The aircraft of several types left base generally on orders circulated from the central 
Authority or the Land Commands of the Navy, nearly always without having had a way to make 
direct contact with the escort commanders or the convoy commanders, and that then rendered 
understandings between ships and aircrafts unavoidably difficult in the course of navigation and, 
especially, during the attack enemy aircraft. 

Remarkable efforts of every side were made in order to improve the collaboration between 
the two Armed Forces interested in the defense of the convoys and to render such totally adherent 
collaboration to the necessities of war, but in truth was not ever possible, until the end of the war, 
to modify substantially the enforced procedure 
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at the beginning of the conflict because it was an obstacle the same mechanism of the 
relationships between Navy and Air Force. 

The fighter and the antisubmarine aircrafts took off from their airports at the time established 
by their operations orders, searched for the convoys at the points and along the routes fixed by 
such orders, they gave the relief timetables and in what zones always specified from the same 
orders. But if the convoy changed route or were sailing at a different speed from what was 
predicted - that it very often happened - the aircrafts met a series of difficulties in order to reach 
the naval formation at the intended time or to find them. 

We have already noticed, and we will still notice it in the next pages, like sometimes, to 
describe an enemy threat, when the aerial escort was not present in the sky above the convoy or 
insufficient. The thing derived generally just by the difficulties of what has now shown was all 
the independent good will or the spirit of self sacrifice of the men who operated in sea and air for 
the defense of the traffic. 

At night then the aerial escort was always lacking, although, to beginning in spring of 1941 
and afterwards, the English aircrafts attacked the convoys at night also or, better, preferably at 
night. 

For intercepting the attacking aircraft it would have been necessary that the defenders, more 
than perfect training, possessing also optimal radars or that they could be guided conveniently to 
the targets from ships endowed with RADAR and perfectly connected with their own fighters. 
But during the war that was not possible to realize and the aerial defense of the convoys with 
fighter aircrafts and combat was only assured from the dawn to the sunset. 

When all proceeded regularly, the fighters or SM-79 appeared in the sky above the convoy 
really at the first glimmer of day, and were departing, therefore, in full night from their bases; but 
when anything did not work exactly as predicted, when there had been a delay or a diversion of 
the convoy, when their had been a nocturnal combat that had divided the ships at sea, then nearly 
always the airplane reached the naval formation which had the least delay on the predicted or they 
did not reach it at all. 

Unavoidable consequence of a insufficient methodology 
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supporter with the requirements of a "battle" rich in the unexpected, fought in the light of the 
rapidity of decisions. 

The difficulties did not end here but. 

For the escort commander they began indeed just when the aircraft arrived in the sky above 
the convoy because it was arduous him, if not quite impossible, to establish any connection with 
the commander of the aerial escort. 

The radio communications were practically unattainable and therefore he had to resort to 
conventional beacons, these also established by the appropriate Regulations of the General Staffs 
Air Force and Navy. 

The ships used variously disposed cloths signals on the bow of the ships; the aircrafts 
employed smoke and multicolor rockets. It was in short a rudimentarily and primitive system to 
proved be also source of serious misunderstandings. 

The thing for a short time, then was complicated by the fact that for a same communication 
the German and Italian aircrafts used smoked and rockets of various color from each others. 
Therefore, as an example, the red smoke, if it were launch from the Italian airplane signified an 
"enemy submarine", but if it came from a German aircraft it meant "enemy ships headed for you", 
and via the confusion. 

In late summer of 1941 the meaning of use for the several color and luminous signals from 
the aircraft were standardized, but also then there were not small misunderstandings, consequence 
of errors in the choice of this or that luminous artifice. 

In order to indicate that a torpedo was in route towards the convoy the airplane generally 
dove at the sea machine gunned into the sea on the wake of the torpedo. It was a system 
sufficiently clear and expressive to give communication of a seriousness of the impending danger 
to the cargo vessels. But also a system, sanctioned by the official regulations distributed to all, 
given rise to misunderstandings sometimes because a commander of mercantile ship, seeing the 
machine gun fire on part of the aircraft, thought they were under enemy aircraft attack and, 
instead of maneuvering to avoid the torpedo he opened the fire with his machine-guns against the 
airplane. 

A misunderstanding of that sort we had written about in a previous chapter. 
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The Supreme Command, conscious of the serious consequences of the difficulties in communications 
between naval aircraft and ships, appointees of the escort commanders, announced at the end of June a 
meeting by the same Supreme Command with the goal to resolve once for all that serious problem. The 
result of the meeting was addressed in the following directive sent by the Supreme Command to 
Supermarina and Superaereo: 


"Supreme Command" 3 July 1941 
Office of Communications. SUPERMARINA - Military mail 
Prot. of arrival to SUPERAEREO - Military mail 
Supermarina: 


13867 of 3.9.1941 
OBJECT: Convoys escorts 


1° From events of the meeting this morning 30 June between the delegates of this Supreme Command 
and those of Supermarina and Superaereo emerged much of what follows concerning the sea and air escort 
of the convoys: 

a) is necessary to establish a direct r.t. connections between the Commander of the convoy and the 
Commands of the airbases that must supply the fighter escorts. The communications must be intercepted 
from the Marine Authority and aerial of the zone so in case of necessity they may be able to take part 
quickly; 

b) a connection directed between the naval escort and the units of the aerial escort will have to be 
always put into effect when possible; 

c) a single connections over which all will have to use in case of absolute necessity. The naval escort 
will have as an example to abstain from signaling variations of course that will give less than distance of 20 
miles.; 

d) the speed of the convoy will have to be regulated so as to not to have the possibly of advances on 
the route. And to keep in mind advances can render more difficult and delay the search for the convoy on 
part of the aerial fighters. 

2° Ask to make the above agreements of details timely so that it is supplied to the covered parties for 
accomplishment of the necessities. 

The Chief of the General Staff 
"F.to Ugo Cavallero" 
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But not even the fair directives given by the Supreme Command and developed then in 
precise dispositions fully reached the results proposed(1). 

The direct radio connections between the convoy Commanders and those of the airbases in 
effect could not be established with the continuity that would have been necessary and therefore 
every demand of participation for the national fighters generally continued to follow the traffic 
that it passed between Supermarina and Superaereo. 


3rd Aerial Torpedoing of the Steamship NITA 

4 August 1941 two large convoys left from Tripoli headed to Naples while a third, equally 
large carrying war materials, left from Naples for Tripoli. Two convoys returned, empty or nearly 
empty, as was habitually happening for the ships returning to the Home land, therefore were 
formed: 

- SS. AMSTERDAM, BAINSIZZA, COL DI LANA, MADDALENA ODERO, NICOLO' 
ODERO, escorted by the DD. FRECCIA (F), MALOCELLO, TURBINE, DARDO, STRALE, 
TB. PEGASO; left from Tripoli at 08:00 hrs of the 4th of August; speed approximately 10 knots. 

- SS. CAFFARO, PALMAIOLA, MOTIA, escorted by the TB. RACCOON (F), ORSA, 
ORIONE, left from Tripoli at 09:00 hrs the 4th of August. 

Navigation of both convoys was carried out without events worthy of note, but an aerial alert 
on the night of 6 August for the AMSTERDAM convoy. During the defensive maneuvers of the 
cargo vessels during the nocturnal airplane attacks escort commander (cap. freg. Ghe), 
formulated some observation that appears interesting to relate as very effectively conformation of 
considerations we expressed in the previous paragraph: 

"I have tried to make a smoke screen - C.te Ghé writes - but I do not think it was a very 
effective one because it better identified the position of the convoy, and for being able to be of 
actual benefit 


(1) The Supreme Command since 24-25 May 1941 had person in charge Amm. Fioravanzo and 
the Gen. A. A. Cappa to study the co-ordinate employment of the Air Force with the Navy and to 
compile the operational norms. 
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it would be necessary to have the escort ships not zigzagging but positioned in close with a 
compact formation of steamships that in practice is not ever obtained. I think therefore that the 
more effective maneuver could be the following: 

1) Zigzagging with steamships at least 40° a side to the first one delineating the aerial threat. 
It would be necessary but feasible to create a system of sure and rapid orders to control the 
maneuver of the steamships. 

2) At the first alarm the escort ships must close most feasible behind the steamships and 
begin to lay the smoke screen. I think it is useless to execute fire a barrage with the machine- 
gunners but only aimed fire. 

I think it is also useless to move the formation towards the Bengal because it has been stated 
that in practice the enemy launches from both sides of the formation”. 

The AMSTERDAM convoy reached Naples at 02:30 hrs of the 7th of August. 

Also a second convoy departed from Tripoli during the day of the 4th, the CAFFARO 
convoy, reaching Naples the 7th of August, in the first hours of the morning. 


Instead a more animated navigation a convoy headed for Tripoli, attacked violently on a 
clear moon bright night by aerial torpedo bombers and bombers in the Channel of Sicily. 

The convoy, was composed from the steamships AQUITANIA, ERNESTO. 
CASTELVERDE, NIRVO, NITA and the tanker POZARICA, and was escorted by the DD. 
AVIERE (F), ORIANI, CAMICIA NERA, GENIERE, GIOBERTI, TB. CALLIOPE. 

All veterans, mercantile and warships, of the Libyan route and enough so they worked 
harmonious together between them because many of the steamships and some of the torpedo 
boats had often been traveling together. As we have said previously, in the summer of '41 there 
was still sometimes possible and facilitated greatly the task of the escort commander: it was 
facilitated also on this occasion because, when the convoy became heavy attacked during the 
night by enemy aircraft, everyone reacted on their own initiative, quickly, exactly as it was 
opportune that they react, and the cargo vessels maneuvered as they had to maneuver and the 
torpedo boats coordinated automatically with their own maneuvers so to lend immediate aid and 
to 
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hit steamship and against very effective the enemy action. 

The only possible contrast the action of the enemy aircraft because at the hour of the attack 
on the convoy, like always at night, it lacked aerial escort. 

The formation was sighted by British reconnaissance aircraft in the afternoon of 6 August 
while it was to the south of Pantelleria. They sent a radio telegram of the discovery by the English 
was intercepted by the escort commander, and by Supermarina and it was immediately clear that 
the formation would be subsequently attacked by the aircrafts from Malta. 

Before threat manifested about 16:40 hrs, but the sighting of the enemy aircraft was not 
followed by an attack probably because at that hour the convoy was still under the escort of two 
SM-79 and six fighter aircraft and all the history of the Libyan traffic demonstrated that British 
bombers and aerial torpedo bombers did not appreciate to meet our fighters. 

At 16:48 hrs the enemy aircrafts in fact went away after having completed one uncertain 
nose-dive against the convoy; they repeated the attack after 22:00 hrs on a schedule that 
guaranteed them the lack of fighter aircrafts around the convoy. The AVIERE sighted off the left 
bow, in direction of Malta and the moon, five torpedo bombers nose-diving on the convoy. They 
were still far enough away, at a height of one hundred meters. Opened fire with the machine- 
guns, first from the starboard destroyer, then from the steamships, thereafter all the ships of the 
convoy. 

The aimed fire was violent, but not deterring the attack, crossing the route of the naval 
formation approximately 400 meters bow ward, defying the anti-aircraft fire of the steamships, 
launching two floating illuminations that remained on the sea with dim light, some others 
launching three much illuminations one suspended in the air. 

At the alarm of the steamships turned the bow towards the moon therefore to offer a minor 
target; TB. CALLIOPE had a clean view of an airplane falling in flames to the stern of the 
convoy. 

In the impossibility to strike the entire group of cargo vessels, the torpedo bombers launched 
trusting to luck; they hit with a single torpedo the steamship NITA, the last one of the formation. 
They were at 22:10 hrs. 
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The escort commander, C.fe Bigi writes: 

"the steamship NITA, last in line of the formation, is hit by a torpedo. She stops, sinking 
and launches her the first boats, assisted by the CALLIOPE and subsequently by the CAMICIA 
NERA. 

The CAMICIA NERA, by short waves, reports to me moment by moment the current events 
of the rescue operations. The NITA had aboard 253 German soldiers in addition to a cargo of 630 
tons constituted of motor vehicles, benzine, ammunitions and aerial bombs. 

The torpedo had hit the steamboat on the starboard side, sternward of the transverse, 
between the engines and the boilers, and in exploding it had produced a gash in the hull, without 
provoking a fires. Therefore even if the steamboat went little by little appoppandosi, the rescue 
operations, facilitated by the plentiful time and by the clear night, they could be conducted with 
relative calm. 

It was during the course the rescue of the shipwrecked, when at 23:05 the NITA, CAMICIA 
NERA and the CALLIOPE were attacked by a low flying enemy aircraft that machine guns the 
ships. Against the aircraft the torpedo boats open fire from the and from the NITA also on which 
the German and Italian machine-gun armaments had not yet been abandoned by their crews. 

The aircraft goes away. 

23:16 hours - The rescue operations are again suspended because of two attacking aerial 
torpedo bombers. From the CAMICIA NERA it has spotted wake of a torpedo to the left of the 
bow. The wake passes by approximately a score of meters in parallel with the DD. which, hardly 
aware of the attack, she had removed the rafts that she had aboard, in order to put the engines 
ahead at full power. 

Until midnight enemy aircraft, visible by the ignited tail lights have flown over the area and 
at times artilleries and the machine-gun fire against them breakout from of the escorting ships. 
The commander of the NITA had been one of first to be saved; reaching the CALLIOPE and not 
having known the exactly information on the conditions of his ship, had been quickly sent back 
aboard in order to examine the possibility of an eventual tow. Returning aboard the CALLIOPE 
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was reporting that the steamship continued to take on water and that it could not, by his judgment, 
remain afloat more than 4 hours. The tow was therefore impossible”. 

CAMICIA NERA and CALLIOPE finished retrieving the crew from aboard the NITA, but a 
corporal of engines, died from the explosion of the torpedo. The steamship sank at approximately 
01.30 hours between flames of the benzine that burnt on the sea. 

But the transverse of the convoy was not ended. At dawn, while it proceeded towards Tripoli 
at a speed of 7 knots and while they were still without the appearance the aerial escorts, it was 
again attacked by British aircrafts. 

On purpose the escort commander therefore reports: 

"05.50 Hours - At the first light of dawn they are sighted distant to sternward on the left 
beam, two enemy bombers, Bristol-Blenheim type, hugging the horizon. While one of them 
remains far away, the other heads decidedly at the convoy. Anti-aircraft fire open immediately by 
of all the escorts and the steamships, with the machine-guns and 120s. 

Although the fire is intense it does not prevent the airplane from completing its maneuver of 
attack. It has maintained the lowest height until a few hundred meters from the convoy, then it 
pulls up, it leaves to four bombs fall on the AQUITANIA, flies over the other steamboats and 
goes away. 

Of the four bombs launched against the AQUITANIA two burst in sea respective on the left 
and right of steamship hitting her with splinters. The other two hit flat against the sides of 
AQUITANIA, make large dent on the bulwark, then fall in sea without to bursting. 

While that airplane goes away, the other bomber, than until then had remained far away, 
made a wide circle that carries it sternward of the convoy for its the attack. 

Drawing fire from the machine-guns and the 120. The fire is therefore intense when the 
airplane reaches the proximity of the convoy failing to reach the uncoupling position. Rather than 
to pull up and to pass over steamships it remains low on the water, passing between the convoy 
and the escort and goes away. But it always remains in sight. It goes around in a circle, it passes 
the stern of the convoy and carry it to starboard and then repeats the attack 

The 120 turrets of the DDs. and the 100's of the torpedo boat, the machine-guns of the 
steamboats and the escort ships, had 
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followed its maneuver of attack, they endured exceptionally violent fire and the aircraft, again 
this time, did not succeed in reaching a favorable position to drop the bombs. 

It crosses the convoy passing between the steamships dropping to two or three meters above 
sea level. At every indication of climbing he then drops until nearly hitting the water; it avoids an 
escort ship, goes away and to disappearing towards the east. 

He does not come try to attack again: 

06:10 hours - During the last attack of the English bomber a Cant Z 1007 reaches the sky 
above the convoy (at 06.10) which but it does not see the enemy aircraft. Subsequently a SM-79 
and two CR 42 also arrive. 

06:45 hours - the convoy crosses the zone where the previous evening a submarine had been 
sighted. The steamships zigzagging, the escorts meanders around at high speed and launching 
Depth Charges. 

12:00 hours - Tripoli communicates that the city is being bombed by enemy aircraft. 

12:35 hours - We spotted, three suspicious aircraft far on left. 

At 18:00 hours of 7 August the tanker POZARICA and the steamships ERNESTO, 
AQUITANIA, NIRVO, CASTELVERDE and the torpedo boats of the escort enter to Tripoli. 

The same group of torpedo boats departed Tripoli again in the afternoon of the 8th escorting 
motor-ships RIALTO, GRITTI, VETTOR PISANI, and the SS. ANKARA headed for to Naples. 
The convoy reached port at 09:30 hours of the 10th of August. No remarkable events during 
transverse but the unavoidable alarms caused by aerial reconnaissance aircraft or perhaps 
bombers and a sighting of a submarine in the Channel of Sicily. 

C.te Bigi in reporting on the twofold mission, the following observations to the Supermarina 
that were meant to emphasize very effectively some aspects of the aerial escort problem: 

"Aerial Escort". 

Also during this mission, as it already had happened previously in other convoys, the aerial 
escort did not see the aircraft that had attacked. Our pilots find themselves sure in serious 
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given difficulty the narrow range of visibility and the worry of maneuvering them in flight. 

Since the vigilance aboard of the ships is more complete and the sightings always happen on 
part of the naval units, would be opportune that at least on the ship of the escort commander have 
arranged a aerial r.t. or wireless of 200 Watt power to the communications with the aircraft. In 
such a way could inform our fighters of the sighting, the direction and the height the attacking 
aircraft and the reaction of the aerial escort could be quicker. 


The Speed of the convoys. 

The slow convoys employs 73 hours from Marettimo to Tripoli. When they become sighted 
in proximity of the Sicilian coast they remain therefore long exposed to the enemy aerial attack. 

Given the serious risks that the same convoys meet in such navigation it would be opportune 
to examine the possibility to employ in the traffic with Libya only steamboats endowed of speed 
non-inferior of 12 knots, the comparable traverse in such a ship is a much smaller (45 hrs 30 m) 
time”. 

The final observation of Bigi's report surely sensible because navigating at 7 knots, like the 
ERNESTO convoy, ran risks really much larger in crossing the Channel of Sicily; but are cargo 
ships of higher speed available in sufficient numbers? 

There were some (least) that reached 12 knots that were being advantageously and intensely 
taken advantage of, but the great mass of the "carts" that Italy possessed at the beginning of the 
war were all from 7-8 knots, to the maximum 9-10. 

Things were little improved, in this aspect, by the end of 1941 when entered into service the 
large new motor cargo ships of speeds that went from 14 knots of the RAVELLO to 17 -18 of the 
GIULIANI. The realization of cargo ships that were able then to carry out the traverse Naples to 
Tripoli in 30-36 hours and that moreover possessed greater maneuverability. But until 1942 also 
the tactics of attacking - aerial and submarines - it was still to be perfected and, consequently, 
those motor-ships, particularly being sighted at sea or in port, did not last very long. 
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4th - Airplane and Submarines Attacks 

The steamboats survivors of the AQUITANTA convoy (to which had been added the SS. 
NINUCCIA), departed for Naples leaving Tripoli on the 16th of August at 20:20 hrs five 
steamships and tanker POZARICA, escorted by the DD. FOLGORE (F), MALOCELLO, 
STRALE, FULMINE, TB. ORSA. The 20th at 03:30 hour reached Naples without losses and 
events worthy of note, beyond by now the habitual sightings of aircraft and the not less customary 
sights of submarines which always caused a lot of searching that was incompatible with the 
necessity of wasting the time of the escorts too much. 

And also without remarkable events in navigation the GRITTI convoy, VENIERO, 
BARBARO, RIALTO, PISANI departed from Naples at 17:00 hrs of the 13th of August with the 
escort of DDs. FOLGORE, MALOCELLO, FULMINE, STRALE, TB. ORSA. Initially part of 
the escort was the DD. was indeed escort commander's VIVALDI, but soon after departure, such 
destroyer was forced to return to Naples by an premature explosion of a cartridge in a 120mm 
piece. The state of some of the wounded and the resulting damages had caused Galati commander 
of the VIVALDI to leave the escort entrusting the command of the convoy to DD. FOLGORE 
(C.te Giurati) the cargo vessels had endured an submarine attack after departure from Naples and 
enemy of torpedo bombers to south of Lampione after midnight of the 14th, with illuminant 
launch of Bengal flares, but is one like the other attack had been foiled by the reaction of the 
escorting ships. The cargo vessels were undamaged reaching Tripoli in the afternoon of the 15th 
of August. 

Not equally luckily was the navigation of another convoy ODERO on the day of the 16th 
departed from Naples for Tripoli. this convoy was formed from steamships NICOLO' ODERO, 
MADDALENA ODERO, Gulia, CAFFARO, MARIN SANUDO, MINATITLAN; escorted by 
DDs. FRECCIA (F), DARDO, EURO, Torpedo boats PROCIONE, PEGASO, SIRTORL Sighted 
from enemy reconnaissance aircraft in the late afternoon of the 17th of August while it was 
sailing to the south of Pantelleria at a speed of approximately 9 knots, it had endured the first 
attack of torpedo bombers at 20:47 hrs near Lampedusa, 17 minutes after the aerial escort had left 
the convoy. 

Two sections of aircraft were reached the convoy from both, defilading along the cargo 
vessels and uncoupling the to 
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drawn close. With the attack the escort ships had reacted as was customary, maneuvering, 
opening fire with their artilleries and the machine-guns, covering the steamships with smoke 
screens they had not been able to avoid one of the four torpedoes dropped from the two sections 
of attacking aircraft hit the mark. It must indeed just to the effective reaction of the naval escort 
ships (there was no aerial escort) if three torpedo out of four failed to find a target. 

The hit steamship was the MADDALENA ODERO near which immediately were the TB. 
PECASO and SIRTORI for the towing attempt and offering to recover the crew. 

The PEGASO succeeded to establishing a tow, in spite of the enormous difference existing 
between the size of the torpedo boat and the steamship weighted down by the water that had 
folded the holds, succeeded in bringing them within the anchorage of Cala Croce at Lampedusa, 
but here, towards 13:00 hrs of the 18th, the damaged cargo vessel was again attacked from a 
Bristol Blenheim that hit her with one or more bombs. The MADDALENA ODERO was set afire 
and exploded sweeping up in its loss also the gunboat MAGGIORE MACCHI. 

The other steamships of the convoy reached Tripoli at 17:00 hrs of the 18th. Just before, a 
short distance from the emergency route, the British submarine P. 32 ran over a mine of the 
protecting field. Two men of the crew were recovered. 

Amid the observations made from the escort commander of the ODERO convoy, cap. freg. 
Ghe, is found the following correspondence with how much we have written on purpose of the 
aerial defense of the convoys and of the difficulties of communications between the steamships 
and warships. 

"I have the impression - writes the C.te Ghé - that the smoke (made by the escort ships) has 
contributed to make a failure of the second part of the aerial attack. I will arrange therefore to 
order the emission of a smoke screen with the projected aim to advance the twilight and at the 
first sight of an illuminant rockets... 

Some of the steamships are too far removed from the direction of march. This disadvantage, 
beyond rendering the reorganization of the formation more difficult after the attack, really 
diminishes the possibility of protection on part of the flanking ships... " 

We are at the first attacks from nocturnal torpedo bombers and the commanders 
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escort command is still to the search of the more suitable tactics to frustrate enemy 
aggressiveness. They have but already characterized very clearly what is the road to follow. Once 
drafted and their point of view having been codified in a directive circulated officially to all of the 
General Staff of the Navy and to inform the commanders of steamships which, under the attack of 
whatever kind instinctively had the tendency to scatter thus rendering much difficult or, quite 
impracticable, the task of the escorting torpedo boats. 

In his observations C.te Ghe still finds:" 

I think is absolutely necessary to equip every steamboat with a radio for eventual beacons of 
emergency during alarms or for eventual nocturnes contract to order maneuvers for which it does 
not convene to employ the main radio., and the luminous signaling becomes much to long and 
much to dangerous for spotting". 

As it was proceeded in the first half of August 1941 the problem of communications inside 
of the convoys is still far from a solution. The cargo ships, even those of large tonnage, still rely 
on the main radio and luminous signaling. The ultra short wave wireless apparatuses are still to 
arrive. Nevertheless with such apparatuses it was only then possible to maneuver the steamships 
in convoy with the promptness necessary in order to foil enemy attacks. 

Exactly analogous observations to those of cap. freg. Ghé, was made by the commander of 
the FOLGORE, escort commander of the BARBARO convoy, GRITTI, RIALTO, VENIER, 
PISANI, headed to Tripoli of 15 August and of which we have already made written. 

Even the commander of the FOLGORE insists on the need to make smoke in case of 
nocturnal aerial attack, insists again the fact that steamships does not have to scatter because it 
disperses the protection supplied by the torpedo boats, calls attention of the Supermarina to the 
serious deficiencies in the inner convoy communications and he asks that radios are to be 
installed very soon on the cargo vessels. 

While the convoys of which we have spoken mainly endured, and with varied outcome, the 
attacks of torpedo bombers, others 
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convoys were subject to the activity of submarines in proximity of the ports of departure and 
arrival and in the narrow passages of the Channel of Sicily. 

Steamships CILICIA, LUSSIN were victims of enemy underwater activity in August 1941 
(the military transport ship), ESPERIA the most painful loss; others attack had no consequence, 
or they had not the most serious, like in the case of steamship AQUITANIA that, was hit by a 
submarine torpedo, but could be towed in by a torpedo boat. We speak certainly of this action 
because the work of towing a large semi flooded steamship by a torpedo boat is always enterprise 
to be noted. 

The convoy was madeup of: SS. ERNESTO, SS. COL DI LANA, SS. AQUITANIA, SS. 
BAINSIZZA, SS. RIV, and the tanker POZARICA; escort constituted by the DD. ORIANI (F:S. 
cap freg. Chinigd), EURO and the TB. PROCIONE, PEGASO, ORSA, CLIO. 

At 06:50 hrs of the 27th of August, while the convoy was a little passed Punta Mugnone 
(Trapani) headed for Tripoli, was spotted the launch of torpedo from an immersed submarine. 

Steamship AQUITANIA was hit and assessted at once by the TB. ORSA (commander cap. 
cory. Biffignandi) who completed, with much energy and great seamanship, the towing of the 
damaged steamship. On this difficult operation commander Biffignandi therefore reports: 

"06:50 hrs - The AQUITANIA appears to be coming tail-heavy. Since the ORSA is the ship 
ordered to the aid of the torpedoed steamboats, heads at once quickly to the AQUITANIA, whose 
crew has abandoned ship. 

07:00 hrs - I spot in a boat the commander of the AQUITANIA: I set course to recover him 
to get news of the steamboat that appears to be more and more tail-heavy. 

07:10 hrs - I set course towards the sea area in which the shipwrecked are grouped and 
proceed with the recovery. 

07:42 hrs - All the shipwrecked are retrieved. 

07:50 hrs - I send aboard the AQUITANIA the commander, R. Commissar and some sailors 
for them to prepare for towing and to give me news of the state of the steamboat's buoyancy... 
Believing I have sufficient time in order to carry the SS to grounding on the sand banks of Punta 
Mugnone... 
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08:45 hrs- I set course towing the AQUITANIA towards Pinta Mugnone while the torpedo 
boat CLIO provides me ASW Escort... 

08:55 hrs - A M.A.S comes alongside, which I order to execute ASW escort, soon after, a 
second M.A.S., who I order to return to Trapani in order to present the necessity of sending of 
two tugs for towing of the AQUITANIA by the emergency route. That because the rudder of the 
SS being inefficient, and it is not possible to approach in narrow waters. 

11:40 hrs - I sight three tugs that set course at once for the convoy. 

12:40 hrs - The steamship itself is tail-heavy, but since I think it has sufficient buoyancy in 
order to reach the post of Trapani, off the sand bank of Punta Mugnone and I approach in order to 
come direct in the emergency route”. 

In the harbor of Trapani the ORSA yielded the steamship to the tug TRIESTE, exited from 
the port. Subsequently the tugs MARSIGLI, MONTECRISTO, LIGURIA, also comming from 
Trapani , replace the TRIESTE in the operation. 

The AQUITANIA could be repaired and, some month after the torpedoing, returned to the 
battle at sea making several trips for the N.A. traffic. Sinking on 15 July 1943, to the south of 
Civitavecchia from aerial attack. 

While the ORSA assisted the AQUITANIA, the ORIANI with other escort ships proceeded 
for Tripoli with the convoy (arriving there at 07:00 hrs of the 29th), the torpedo boat CLIO (cap. 
cory. Paschal Giliberto) proceeded to hunt the aforesaid submarine, which launched, and then 
quickly disappeared. 

The CLIO increases its speed to 22 knots, quickly reached the point in which the enemy ship 
was seen for a moment and dropped over seven depth charges of varied sizes regulated to depth 
between the 50 and 100 meters. Other bomb were launch from one of the escorting aircraft. 

"Reversing course - the commander of the CLIO in his report writes - in order to return on 
the point; it is easy recognizable because of a great oil slick and bubbles of air. 

While another reconnaissance plane reaches this position at 06:52 hours and launched one 
bomb ASW approximately 50 meters to east of the bomb launch from the first airplane 
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I reach that point at 06:53 hours and launch two 50 Kg. depth charges, regulated to 75 
meters, with also a launch of the lateral depth charges and two 50 Kg. depth charges and two 100 
Kg. depth charges from stern rails regulated to 100 meters. 

The aircraft go away returning to the convoy. I reverse course again and I return to pass over 
the same area and still launch two 50 Kg depth charges with the lateral depth charges throwers 
and two 50 Kg. depth charges with the starboard stern rails regulated to 100 meters. 

After this last, having noticed that SS. AQUITANIA is stopped and becoming tail-heavy and 
that in the immediate vicinity is the TB. ORSA also stopped, attending to the recovery of the 
numerous shipwrecked of the SS., [head towards them for ASW protection. 

From the launch of depth charges on the point of immersion of the submarine, a point 
characterized also by the two reconnaissance aircraft, that have also launched depth charges, from 
the opportune regulation of the depth charges, all regularly exploded, from the observation of oil 
slicks and from the bubbles of air, think that the enemy submarine has surely been hit and sinking 
probable". 

From official British documentation it is not possible to gain confirmation for action of the 
TB. CLIO has been crowned with positive result. In such documentation in fact no underwater 
unit is indicated as sunk or seriously damaged in the last 10 days of August 1941 in the Channel 
of Sicily" 

The most painful loss of the month of August 1941 was but undoubtedly that of the 
steamship ESPERIA of over 11,000 tonn. g.r.t., sunk by a submarine, when it was only a short 
distance from the port of Tripoli. 

The convoy, departed from Naples at 02:00 hrs of 19 August, was composed from the SS. 
Marco Polo (convoy commander, Rear Admiral Canzoneri), ESPERIA (com.te militare cap. di 
vasc. Raggio; com.te civile cap. |. c. Stagnaro) and from motor-ships NEPTUNIA and 
OCEANIA, and was started for the western route by Malta (Channel of Sicily, Pantelleria, - 
Kerkennah). 

At the departure from Naples the escort was constituted by the DD. VIVAIDI (F), DA 
RECCO, GIOBERTI, ORIANT; on the VIVAIDI she had aboard, for the occasion, Rear Admiral 
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Amedeo Nomis di Pollone (1) the ranking Commander at sea. At 13:30 hrs the escort was 
reinforced by the TB. DEZZA and at 14:50 hrs, a little to the north of Marettimo, at the beginning 
of a very dangerous section of the traverse, also by the DD. MAESTRALE, GRECALE, 
SIROCCO. 

All during the diurnal navigation, in the Tyrrhenian and the Channel of Sicily, the convoy 
was moreover escorted by SM-79 and CR-42 aircraft and, in late on the afternoon of the 9th, also 
by Cant Z-506 flying Boats for antisubmarine protection. 

From 17:20 to 18:30 hrs, to the north of Pantelleria, the convoy endured two successive 
underwater attacks, and both the times the torpedo, was timely sighted by the escorting ships, and 
were avoided by maneuver. The attacking submarines were hunted for approximately an hour by 
the VIVALDI and the GIOBERTI without getting appreciable result. 

At 01:00 hrs of 20 August DD. MAESTRALE and GRECALE returned to Trapani, so that 
the naval remaining escort was constituted by the DD. VIVALDI, DA RECCO, ORIANI, 
GIOBERTI, SIROCCO and from the TB. DEZZA, to which joined the TB. PARTENOPE and 
two MAS from Tripoli when - at 08:30 hrs- the convoy took the emergency route. While at dawn 
the aerial escort had resumed flown in the sky above the convoy by combat aircrafts and by Cant 
Z-501 seaplanes, the last for antisubmarine protection. The formation preceded by a group of 
minesweeper that already carefully searched the waters for many hours in which the important 
convoy would pass. 

They had taken, in short, all the precautions that humanly could have in order to guarantee 
the safety of the cargo vessels, but unfortunately neither this massive deployment nor strong 
convoy defensives succeeded in avoiding an attack by a British submarine. From British 
documentation it turns out that on that very day three submarines were in ambush in the 
immediate vicinity of the emergency route to Tripoli: The UNIQUE, P. 32 and P. 33 (this fact 
was not exceptional because English submarines were generally in ambush in the focal points of 
the traffic with Libya); of the three boats P. 32 and 


(1) At the time the Ship Inspector for escort of the convoys. 
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were both P.33 lost (see the directory of British SM sunk, in the CAP. XI), the UNIQUE 
instead, penetrated the defensive barrier of the escorting ships, and succeeded in moving to a 
short distance from Steamship ESPERIA and torpedoing. 

On the underwater attack, that caused the loss of the steamship therefore reports Admiral 
Nomis di Pollone, Ranking Commander at sea: 

"At 10:20 hours of 20 August the convoy constituted from the steamships MARCO POLO 
(Rear Admiral Canzoneri, Convoy Commander) ESPERIA, MS. NEPTUNIA and OCEANIA, 
escorted by the DD. VIVALDI (Rear admiral Nomis di Pollone Ranking commander at sea), 
GIOBERTI, DA RECCO, ORIANI, SCIROCCO, and the TB. DEZZA, with two MAS from 
Tripoli harbor and preceded by the pilot TB. PARTENOPE, was at a point to 11 miles at 318° 
true bearing from the lighthouse of Tripoli and proceeding at a speed of 17 knots on the 
emergency route n. 3 (course 138° true). 

The formation was flown over by aerial escort composed of 2 Cant Z 501 and 2 fighter 
aircraft. 

All the escort ships, with the exception of the pilot's TB., were proceeding with a zigzag; 
although the convoy was already located on the emergency route, they had maintained this form 
of navigation since the open sea, the zigzagging of the escort for against the frequent presence of 
submarines in vicinity of the Libyan coast. 

In the narrows of the entrance to Tripoli there had been launch from the ORIANI 6 DCs to 
intimidate periscopes. 

At 10:20 hours, without sighting a periscope, the ESPERIA clearly saw on left a torpedo 
wake near aboard and headed directly for the ship. Before it was possible to execute any 
maneuver, the ESPERIA was hit by the torpedo a little forward of the Bridge; the explosion was 
immediately followed by the detonation of two other torpedoes, one at center of the ship (near the 
boilers) and the other, clearly sternward. The ESPERIA quickly assumed a perceptive list to the 
left; the effect of this headway was remarkable, the ship turned approximately 40° to the left and, 
to little by little, stopped. 

The ships of the convoy quickly approached on the starboard as was the norm previewed , 
but soon after the Marco Polo raised 
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beacon "I.T." (Follow Me) and headed at full power for Tripoli preceded by the pilot Torpedo 
boat and followed by the other ships of the convoy. Such a ready decision of the convoy 
Commander never easy because by proceeding along line of the route could have carried the 
ships into the dangerous waters of the protecting minefields. 

In the meantime on the ESPERIA tried to launch its boats, but the operation only partially 
succeeded because the excessive list and the residual headway of the ship. 

At 10:31 hours the ESPERIA, completely submerged on the left side, sink by the bow 
without generating an excessive eddy. 

While at first the explosion against the side of the ESPERIA were of an indeterminate 
nature, being attributable, to an observer external to the ship, like a torpedo as well as a mines or 
also to bombs from an very high airplane, few minutes latter some bombs launch by the escorting 
airplane approximately 1000 meters to the left of the ESPERIA allowed it to be establish that 
explosions were due to torpedo from a submarine. 

I order then to ORIANI, SIROCCO and DEZZA of proceed to the area of the shipwrecked 
and effect the rescue; while the GIOBERTI proceeding with the MAS to hunt the submarine, 
cooperated subsequently with the DA RECCO, who was at first had been ordered to accompany 
the steamships in the escape route. 

12:00 hours three tugs and some motor-sail boats of Tripoli harbor reached the place. Since 
in the meantime the greater part of the shipwrecked had been recovered by the escorting ships, I 
ordered to these to head for Tripoli in order not to undertake greater risks from attack on part of 
the submarine, leaving in place the DEZZA to protect the means of rescue of Marilibia... 

Persons retrieved by 


the VIVALDI 76 
the ORIANI 254 
the SIROCCO 471 
the DEZZA 61 


from ships of Tripoli harbor 277 
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Observations and proposals. - the described circumstances in which the attack had taken 
place may infer that the submarine had executed a launch at a short distance based probably on 
oceanic surveys. And possibility that the arrival of the convoy was known to the enemy, since it 
had been attacked the previous evening by a submarine in the proximity of Pantelleria which 
launched two torpedo... ". 

The steamship MARCO POLO, and the motor ships NEPTUNIA and OCEANIA, as it has 
been previously said, after the attack of the UNIQUE, continued for Tripoli, entering the port at 
12:30 hrs. 

Quickly carrying out the disembarkation of the men and the unloading of the materials, the 
three cargo vessels left Tripoli again at 17:00 hrs on 21 August for Naples with the escort of the 
DD. VIVALDI (F), DA RECCO, ORIANI, GIOBERTI, SIROCCO. 

In spite of a lively nocturnal aerial attack, foiled by the ships of the naval escort by means of 
a smoke screen and by diverting the entire formation, the convoy reached Naples undamaged the 
morning of 23 August. On the nocturnal aerial attack, received and foiled, Admiral Nomis di 
Pollone himself writes the following considerations on more opportune defensive maneuvers. 

"It appears opportune that the ships of the formation adhered to the following norms: 


Ships of the Escort: 

a) Execute the smoke screen at the first ignition of the Bengal flare or also, or to prevent 
aim, or advanced twilight. 

b) Proceeding fully with zigzagging in order to prevent the attacker from determining the 
route of the steamships and in order to increase the smoke covered area. 

c) If feasible execute a temporary departing from the line of route, by a amount greater then 
45°. 

d) Do not fire except in case of sure sighting of the airplane, avoiding barrage fire. 


Escorted Ships: 
a) Maintain course, speed and formation so as not to move out of the area protected by the 
smoke; only maneuver in order to avoid the torpedo if the launch has been spotted. 
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b) Do not execute antiaircraft fire except case of sure target avoiding barrage fire”. 


Another victim enemy submarines was military transport LUSSIN, torpedoed two miles off 
the coast of S. Vito Siculo while she was in navigation from Palermo to Tripoli. 

The LUSSIN carried by towing the local use tanker ALCYON, that had to reach Libya, and 
was in convoy with the steamship ALBERTO FASSIO; the escort was constituted from the TB. 
CIGNO and the PEGASO. Torpedoed at 16:30 hrs of 22 August, the LUSSIN sank in two 
minutes. 

The Torpedo boats recovered 3 officials, 10 noncommissioned officers, 70 men of the crew, 
of which 8 were wounded, thereafter the PEGASO with the SS. ALBERTO FASSIO returned to 
Palermo while the CIGNO reached Trapani with the ALCYON in tow. 

Last victim of the August month was SS CILICIA of 2747 g.s.t. 

The convoy was composed of SS CILICIA and SS. ORIANI and had departed at the 01:00 
hours of 28 August from Brindisi for Benghazi with the escort of the TP. ANTARES but, based 
on established operational orders, had abandoned the convoy at 03:00 hours of the same 28 
August. 

The two steamboats therefore continued alone, as a result it became practiced habitually at 
that time for the small mercantile directed to Benghazi to use the route to the east of Malta. At 
13:50 hrs of the 28th, to south of Greece, the two steamboats were attacked by 4 enemy bombers 
that hit the ORIANI with one bomb to stern producing no serious damage, however not certain if 
it compromised the buoyancy of the ship. The cargo vessels in the presumption the aerial attacks 
would be repeated, estimated it opportune to reverse course for refuge in Kalamata (Greece). 

During navigation for this last port, at 18:40 hrs, approximately 40 miles from Cape Gallo 
(Greece), the CILICIA was hit by two torpedo launch from a submerged submarine and sank in 
approximately 50 seconds. 

At the place of torpedoing the Torpedo boat MEDICI was carried in at once and recovered 
part of the crew; other men of the CILICIA, found refuge in a life boat, 
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they landed on Cape Metone. Five members of the crew turned out missing. 

The SS. ORIANI reached Kalamata by its own means. 

In the month of August 1941 the fast troops transport convoy made only two Italy-Libya 
trips and vice versa, and had experienced of the painful loss of the ESPERIA, of which we have 
spoken. 

The 18,288 men transported in August, of which 16,753 reached destination. The materials 
shipped rose to 96,021 tons and some 83,956 tons arrived in port. 

No loss was record in cargos of combustible liquid; the thing which was of particular 
importance since in August the troops Italian-Germans was preparing for a great new offensive 
on the Libyan front (that was preceded by a British offensive) and the combustible liquids were 
essential for the efficiency of the operating troops. 


5th - Traffic and Antisubmarine activity on the Libyan coastal routes 


Also in this period, like in the previous months, the British submarines expanded their 
activity not only along the routes covered by the great convoys coming from Italy, but also off of 
the Libyan coast or in waters near Lampedusa and Pantelleria, to search for modest ships of the 
coastal traffic. 

An activity, this last, that we could define as second piano, if some victims had not made a 
record with it. And probably between the Italian ships (some of which we will speak of soon), but 
also of the attacking British ships. And if we limit ourselves to express doubt rather than certainty 
it is because, while the British official documentation does not supply for the purpose some 
positive elements, to read the reports of the ships used for the protection of the Libyan coast 
reiterate convincing sets of antisubmarine action. 

Therefore it is not at all far from concluding that if a submarine’ had not been sunk, at least 
damaged, by the TB. PARTENOPE (c.te cap of corv. De Moratti) on the day of 12 August on the 
emergency route to Benghazi. 
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Between the 7 and 10 of August the PARTENOPE had escorted from Tripoli to Benghazi a 
convoy formed from the SS. PROSPERO, the tanker LABOR, the motor-sail boats ESPERIA and 
RITA; hence the day was spent in order to escort the convoy of the steamships CILICIA and 
SPEZIA headed to Brindisi; finally to the dawn of the 12 it had assumed the escort of the SS. 
BOSFORO and ISEO coming from Tripoli and headed to Benghazi. 

During the escort of those cargo vessels, when the torpedo boat was about to enter the 
emergency route, at noon of the 12th, one of the aerial escorts and at the same time the steamship 
BOSFORO signaled the presence of a submarine in the area of the convoy 

"Quickly signaled the steamships to enter port - the reports the commander of the 
PARTENOPE - and increasing to 20 knots I set course for the point indicated by the bomb of the 
aircraft. I pass the pilot ship, as it also heads there and, reaching approximately 500 meters from 
the presumed position, I notice to starboard a slight wake and then an extremity, that I think was 
produced by an enemy submarine. Begin the hunt with the launch of a D.C. at approximately 200 
meters from the end of the aft part of the wake and I head for the other end. At that moment an 
airplane fires ahead of the torpedo boat and fires ten machine gun busts at that position, 
confirming therefore my supposition that it was the current position of the enemy. On that point 
launch a 100 Kg Depth Charge from the stern. Approximately a minute after the explosion it 
emerges close to the point of fall of the DC. an elliptical segment, at least 20 meters long and 3 
meters high, of color gray dark, bright iron. The apparition lasts approximately 5-7 second and 
then slowly disappears. I think that it is part of the hull of a submerged submarine, then it turned 
upside down on a side or completely turned over: the shape excludes part of the bow or the stern, 
or the tower of the submarine. Between the numerous witnesses also asserted to have had the 
impression that the shape was rotating, like if it capsizing was in action. 

At the place of emersion there quickly begun to spread an immense tawny oil slick and a 
remarkable bubbling of air, independent from that product by the DC. Passing and re-passing on 
the point of launch another five DC. Altogether, with stern mortar and rails, has been hence 
launch 
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7 DCs., all set at 25 m. of which 4 were 50 Kg. two were 100 Kg. and two of 150 Kg... 

I remain in the area waiting to retrieve wreckage, observing the continuous increase of the 
size of the dark slick of oil on the edges of which there are at times visible particularly dense 
bubbles". 

The evening of the same day (12th) TB. PARTENOPE departed from Bengasi for Tripoli 
escorting the SS PROSPERO and PERTUSOLA and the SV(m). CORA and ESPERIA. The 
convoy reached its destination at approximately 19:00 hrs of the 14th. 

As we have already pointed out it is not possible to confirm the sinking of the submarine 
attacked with Depth Charges from the Torpedo boat PARTENOPE, because the British 
documentation some of the submarines losses on the date and in the position marked of by our 
torpedo boats. Unless it was not the submarine P. 33, according to the British documents, it would 
have been strained to the peak to be in front of Tripoli on 23 August 1941. Although very 
probable, the P. 33 could by herself had left the area allotted of the attack for a location in waters 
of Benghazi on his own initiative. The difference of a few day in the date of the loss can derive 
from the fact that sometimes the official documents do not indicate the date in which the boat was 
sunk, but the day in which ended every hope of the submarine to return or of which no more news 
was to be had. 

Also the convoy formed by the SS UNA and CADAMOSTO with a lighter in tow evaded a 
submarine attack along the routes of the Libyan coast. 

The convoy, escorted by TB. CALLIOPE (7. v. Pighini), was headed from Tripoli for 
Benghazi when on the 19th of August, near Ras Tajunes (Benghazi), an enemy attack manifested. 

At that time the convoy already was escorted also by two Macchi 200 fighter aircraft, and by 
a Cant Z 501 seaplane; all the aircrafts collaborated actively with the torpedo boat in hunting the 
attacking submarine. Giving some confidence to the report of commander Pighini who expresses 
himself in the following lines. 

"08.05 hrs - Wake of a torpedo is sighted to port. The rudder moved to full port. The wake 
of the torpedo, passes the ship to the region of the boiler n. 1 and goes to explode on the coast. It 
is thought 
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that the torpedo did not hit the ship because it was set to a level deeper than our draught and 
our draught was markedly diminished by the consumption of fuel and water during the completed 
navigation. 

08:06 hrs - A second torpedo wake is sighted Dr. It comes violently near to the Dr. and the 
torpedo it parallel passes by the Ship's hull approximately at 3 meters. I order course set along 
the torpedo wake to discover its point of origin and to begin hunting the submarine when I notice 
that the torpedo, that passed the bow is approaching towards the Dr., reversing its course, and 
heads for the ships side. 

To evade I turn again to Dr. At that very moment a Cant Z 50) launch a bomb approximately 
3,000 meters of bow ward of Dr. and at the same time a firing machine guns into the sea. 

As in the meantime the torpedo wakes had dispersed head at full power towards the point 
marked by the airplane, in the supposition that the torpedo had come from that area. 

08:17 hours - The Jet of a flare marked the point and the beginning of the systematic launch 
of DCs without noticing some phenomenon that can cause me to suppose to have hit the 
submarine. Continuing the systematic launch of the DCs until all the of them primed on deck are 
exhausted. 

In the meantime the convoy has entered port". 

Although the hunt carried out by the CALLIOPE in collaboration with the airplane did not 
turn out positive, it is by placing in relief this submarine attack, undoubtedly carried out with 
audacity, had been frustrated by the immediate reaction of the CALLIOPE and by the perfect 
operating understanding achieved on this occasion between the torpedo boat and the aerial 
escorts. 

Of the frequent submarines and aerial attacks against the small ships of the costal traffic, 
many have been looked at, citing the salient cases, that were foiled by the maneuver and the 
reaction of the attacked ships; in some other cases submarine torpedoes and airplanes bombs 
made them their victims. The offensive action did not have to generally face great difficulties 
because the motor-sail boats and steamers were usually sailing without escort and were 
practically unarmed; but it appears difficult to see what profit a submarine had to reveal its 
presence in the gulf of Sirte in order to sink, as an example, with a torpedo 
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motor-sail boat FRATELLI GARRE of 413 tons, it seems it was not very economic to 
employ five bombers in order to sink the steamboat COSTANZA of 580 tons. gross weight. 

This last, the SS. COSTANZA, was sunk by aerial bombs 23 August while it sails from 
Lampedusa for Tripoli in convoy with the motor-sail boats ANNIBALE BOSCO, ANTONIO A. 
and S. GIUSEPPE. This convoy as in war were organized in the hundreds, they hugged sand 
banks of Kerkennah and then the coasts of Tripolitania in order to escape enemy search. 

From the sinking COSTANZA escaped all the crew saved by the motor-sail boats that were 
traveling in the convoy. 

The motor-sail boat FRATELLI GARRE was torpedoed by a submarine 12 miles north of 
Sirte on 23 August. While it sailed in convoy with the motor-sail boat FRANCISCO GARRE 
(395 g, s. t) and with the magnetic minesweeper PROTEO, and escorted by the gunboat ALULA. 
After the sinking of the FRATELLI GARRE the convoy was sheltered at the anchorage in the 
port of Sirte, but it was reached here again by a submarine, probably the same one, that also sank 
the FRANCISCO GARRE, 

A small episode of war that did not affect in any way the course of the conflict, but that is 
also necessary to relate in order to supply a complete panorama of the conflict on the Libyan 
traffic routes. 


6th - The traffic with Bardia 


After recapturing Bardia by the Italian-Germans troops (14 April 1941) the German 
Command demanded with a great insistence that a share of the supplies for the operating Army be 
sent via sea directly in that anchorage laying very close to the combat front. 

The demand was examined carefully and the conclusion was reached that the anchorage of 
Bardia could be taken advantage of for the disembarkation of war materials since it would be 
suitable for the employment of medium size ships and always that the unloading be able to be 
carry out quickly in the nocturnal hours. 

It was indispensable moreover to realize surprise for such traffic because, of the intense 
enemy aerial pressure, 
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the operation would only have a probability of being successfully completed if the naval 
ships had not been sighted before their arrival at the anchorage. 

The choice therefore fell, by weight of things, on steamboats of small size, leaving from 
Pireo or Suda, that were in a position to complete the more dangerous section of Creta-Bardia 
navigation in the nocturnal hours. Arrival time excluded the possibility to employ Benghazi (re- 
occupied 6 April) as a port of departure for the traffic with Bardia because the cargo vessels 
departing from Benghazi for Bardia would have been easy intercepted by enemy naval ships 
located at Tobruk and still in English hands. 

The danger of naval ships from Tobruk was moreover incumbent also on the lines of 
communication between the Channel of Cerigo and Bardia and was necessary therefore take this 
into account in establishing such lines of communications. 

As it was necessary to take into account that the waters before the anchorage could not be 
cleared in some way because of the impossibility of minesweepers of whatever kind to remain at 
Bardia . The conditions were after all such to render the employment of surface ships precarious. 

Despite, the first attempt to supply Bardia by means of steamboats was carried out with the 
Germanic SS. BELLONA. The ship departed from Suda 22 August and began her navigation for 
Bardia at a gait of 7 knots that was subsequently reduced to four because of adverse the 
meteorological conditions. But in the first hours the cargo vessel was sighted by an English 
reconnaissance aircraft, and at 13:35 hrs of the same day was attacked by an enemy submarine 
that launch three torpedoes fortunately avoided; soon after the ship endured an aerial attack going 
miraculously for naught. But by now it was clear that the mission of the steamboat had lost that 
character of surprise that was indispensable for a successful resolution of the operation, orders 
were given for to the steamboat to return to the departure port 


7th - The trip of the German MS ALMENA 


A second attempt of a directed connection between the Metropoli and Bardi was carried out 
to means of the Germanic MS. 
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ALMENA, than, after having transferred from Brindisi to the Pireo, she departed on 19 
September 1941 with a load of benzene. 

The motor-ship, escorted in the first phase of navigation by the TB. PROCIONE, followed 
the route of the Channel of Corinto and the Aegean and, after a short pause at Suda, undertook on 
25 September the transverse of the Mediterranean. 

The trials of the navigation and the unloading clearly are described in the mission report of 
the Italian liaison Officer, 7. v. Amedeo Gabrielli. From this report the following extract is 
transcribed: 

"The day of 9/25/1941 at 05:30 hours, under operations order n. 71 S.R.P., left the port of 
Pireo headed for the Port of Bardia. Navigation under the escort of the TB. PROCIONE, with 
routes gradually changing , until the point lat. 34° long. 25° 13' (approximately 130 mg. to north 
of Bardia) where, at 13:20 hours, navigation without escort is begun. 

At 02:30 hours the unloading by hand and by hired ships is begun, unloading part of the 
cargo by sea. 

At 07:45 hours we endure the first aerial attack. 

At 16:35 hours the second aerial attack (two enemy aircraft have been pulled shot down by 
the local the air defense). 

At 20:30 hours third aerial attack. (Part of the cargo that has been moved ashore and then 
was placed along the beach was hit and set afire. Approximately 400 tons of benzene have been 
destroyed). The day 09/28/1941 at 04:30 hours fourth aerial attack. (Two aerial torpedo bombers 
have been shot down by the crews aboard, and by the near by antiaircraft). 

At 13:14 hours fifth aerial attack. 

At 19:20 hours sixth aerial attack with successive big waves, with countless launch and 
explosions of the bombs near the ship, uninterrupted until the 21:10, hour in which the Command 
aboard believing that the steamboat was hit so as to render the permanence of the crew aboard 
dangerous, orders abandoning of the ship. 

At 21:45 hours received light damage aboard to the starboard side near the stern hold, that 
allowed the Command aboard to order the preparations for departure. 

At 22:35 hours we sailed. 
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At 01:25 hours of the 29th avoided a mine a few meters to port (Sn.) in lat. 32° 14' long. 25° 
20'. 

At 08:05 hours in lat. 30° 33' long. 25° 20' we are attacked by an enemy aircraft that 
machine gunned us from a low altitude. 

At 08:10 hours the enemy aircraft is shot down by our crew. We sail towards the point 
where the airplane fell to try to rescue of the crew, but there is no trace at all. Therefore the 
primary course is resumed. 

At 11:10 hours in lat. 34° 10' long. 25° 23' a French steamship is sighted on a westerly 
course. 

At 13:50 hours sighted a warship in lat. 34° 36' longitude 25° 57’. 

At 14:30 hours the warship is recognized as the for the TB. PROCIONE, that resumes our 
escort. 

We continue navigation a gradually marked route by the torpedo boat. Day 30th at 14:45 
hours we arrive at Pireo". 

As one finds in the report that we have transcribed, the ALMENA could not complete its 
unloading becauseit was subordinated to heavy aerial attacks; the other remarkable part was of 
the amount of benzine already disembarked and set aside momentarily on the beach that was 
destroyed by aerial bombs. 

From Pireo the ALMENA continued for Patrasso and Brindisi. In this last location it 
unloaded the three hundred tons of benzine remaining aboard and two hundred tons of airplane 
wreckage loaded at Pireo. 

After the tests of the BELLONA and the ALMENA it appeared obvious that was not 
possible to realize traffic with Bardia by means of surface ships because of the risks which such 
ships encountered were undoubtedly excessive. Therefore no other attempts of the sort were 
undertaken. Also because of the heavy losses of light and fast motor-ships the Navy advised 
against the employment of the few ones in operations that offered at least the probabilities of 
positive result. 

It was retried with the employment of German motor barges (200 tons capacity, speed 10 
knots). The German Naval Command had sent three to Benghazi and, of these, one was assigned 
to the supply of Bardia via sea ,but its first traveled 
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craft was hit by the enemy land batteries stationed against the anchorage and sank with 
approximately two thirds of the cargo still aboard. To this point, date the insistence of the German 
Command for supplies directed to Bardia, did not stop with resorting to the employment of 
submarines. But about that will be spoken about in chapter XIV dedicated to the employment of 
Italian submarines for transport material, benzene, ammunitions to Libya. 
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ACTION AND REACTION TO THE END OF SUMMER 1941 


1st - Assessment of the situation in the middle of August 1941 

In chapter VII we reprinted the entire memorandum n. 81 from the Supermarina to the 
Supreme Command. From this memorandum followed by other documents of the Supermarina , 
always directed to the Supreme Command, by reason of "the transports to I. N. A.". We 
transcribe also this last memorandum here, since it emphasizes the situation of the transports as 
was seen by the Naval High Command, because it reveals: 

a) that the percentage of losses was not considered excessive in the absolute sense, although 
the data being thought worrisome was the meager number of steamships available having the 
intended desired characters; 

b) that the light escort ships worked almost to the limit of their possibilities; 

c) that the problem of the transports could only have found a satisfactory solution if the ports 
of northern Tunisia had been used. 

In the light of the facts the considerations of the Supermarina appear all exactly centered. In 
particular on the notation appears totally focused on that goddess of carry Tunisia would at once 
have resolved all the difficult problem of the marine communications with North Africa. 

The same Supermarina had already had specified in the memorandum of 25 April, and will 
still then say in other occasions; but as it is noted that the use of the ports of Tunisia never 
occurred when it would have been really useful. 

We could service such ports when Tunisia came 
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occupied after the Anglo-Saxon landing in North Africa, but by now it was much to late. 
And here is the memorandum n. 139 of the Supermarina of date 20 August 1941: 


MEMORANDUM N. 139 
20 August 1941 


SUBJECT: Transports to N.A. 


1. - In the 25 April 1941 Supermarina memorandum n. 81 "The military operations in the 
Mediterranean and the transports” after having synthetically examined our possibilities of traffics 
with Libya concluded "that in the case the enemy adopted a decidedly aggressive sustained 
offensive against our traffic would create an indefensible situation", and it deduced, that in such 
eventuality, the effective remedy would have been to reduce the distances via sea using the ports 
of Northern Tunisia. 

The Supreme Command with exhausting study written up 3 May by the 2nd Office Services 
Unit on the " Transport to N. A. of major unit "concluded with proposing the use of the ports of 
Tunisia. 

2. - The situation today from the first of May, as far as the possibility of traffic between Italy 
and Libya, has evolved: 

A = to the better 

a) with the conquest of the island of Crete has eliminated a point of support for the British 
Air Force and light naval forces; 

b) with the 20-25% increase of the potentiality of unloading in the ports of Tripoli and 
Benghazi (but for this last location one does not know if in the autumn the next enemy offense 
and the bad times will allow us maintain of the good rate of disembarkation). 

B = to the worse 

a) with the increased usage of Malta on part of the enemy, like air force bases; 
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b) with the intensification of above all enemies attacks on the traffic with submarines and 
bombers and aerial torpedo bombers. 

3. - In approximately the last 3 months all convoys headed to Libya have been attacked, also 
more times in the same transverse, from submarines or airplane or both of these two means of 
attack. 

The losses of steamships by torpedoing from submarines have been contained by strong 
naval and aerial escorts, but unfortunately the losses, especially from attacks of torpedo bombers, 
are increasing because of the limited preventive effectiveness that we have against them by the 
naval and aerial escort. 

It can be shown that in these three months the losses of steamships taken part in the traffic 
between Italy and Libya have gone from around 4-5% of the traveling-steamship: not an 
excessive number in relation to the dangers involved in the transverse of a heavily laid enemy 
trap zone, but truly worrisome the reported meager number of steamships, of appropriate 
characteristics for the Libyan traffic, that we still have available. 

4. - And finally to note that the light ship that have for many months lend continuous escort 
service are showing symptoms of wearing down that are becoming more and more stressed. The 
crews, more than once, has shown magnificent feats of enthusiasm and endurance, he will be able 
to continue to lend service with the same rhythm of activity, but the equipment will have need of 
long inexorably work. 

5. - In the forecast that next war actions of massive proportions in Cyrenaica will require 
immediate re-supply of a greater order of magnitude to the current one, the only adequate 
solution to the problem would be the use of the ports of Northern Tunisia. Lessened thereby the 
reduced distances via sea and would concur to move them to a area the much less subject to 
enemy attacks, which evidently will increase in proportion with the importance of war on our 
traffic”. 


2nd - Justified Pessimism 
The pessimistic appreciation of the situation formulated by the Supermarina with 
memorandum n. 139 of date 20 August 1941, had 
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full confirmation from the war events that were taken place, in the field of traffics with 
Libya, in the months of autumn 1941. 

In these months it was not a fact that no convoy was not attacked by aircrafts torpedo 
bombers and bombers or submarines. The attacks were often thoughtless, some times produced 
only damage, but in several cases they provoked the sinking of the precious cargo vessels and the 
loss of materials not any less precious. These were the most difficult months of the entire war; the 
most critical months, and not only because of the losses of mercantile ships and military units that 
could in part be replaced from the new constructions only in the beginning of 1942, but because 
the type of the tonnage destroyed by the enemy had unfavorable repercussions on the psyche of 
the combatants, the Commanders, the Italians. 

Between the unfortunate months of the autumn of 1941, September was arguable one of the 
worse, perhaps the worse one of all, as it appears obvious from the relative statistical data of the 
traffic. 

In September in fact they were navigating, in both senses, between Italy and Libya, only 332 
hundred 357 g.s.t. (57 ship-trips). In the months following this figure was slowly reduced in order 
to arrive at the 119,000 tons in December (the lowest tonnage employed in the entire war 
including November 1942), but already the 332 hundred tons of September is very inferior to the 
approximately 500 hundred that represented the norm of the immediately previous months, in 
sequence not speaking then about the 668 hundred tons s. g. that were navigating in March 1941 
(principle monthly number of the ship employed in the Libyan traffic). 

Of beyond 330 hundred tons employed in September they lost 63,794: one of the heaviest 
mercantile ship tonnages that is lost in a single month during the entire war. 

And here is the statistical data reported for the September month: 

Sent Arrived 

Men 12,717 6,630 

combustible liquids 17,759 tons 76.356 tons 

other materials 13,408 tons 54,105 tons 
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3rd - Sinking of MS GRITTI and Torpedoing of the BARBARO 


At midnight of the 1st of September a large convoy sailed from Naples for Tripoli composed by the 
motor-ships GRITTI, BARBARO, VENIER, RIALTO, escorted by the naval destroyer DA RECCO 
(convoy commander, cap. vasc. Stanislao Esposito) FRECCIA, FOLGORE, DARDO, STRALE. 

The convoy, headed for Tripoli, by way of the Strait of Messina and on the Eastern route because it 
would remain as much as possible outside of the range of the torpedo bombers of Malta. 

In the night on 2 September, in Tyrrhenian, carried out diversion from the line of the route in order to 
avoid the area in which a submarine had been spotted and passes the Strait of Messina consequently, the 
evening of 2 September, with a three hour delay on the forecasts. To the pass the Strait the ships assumed 
the formation of nocturnal march of two columns: on the left GRITTI and BARBARO, to the right 
RIALTO and PISANI; VENIER in the tail between the two columns. DA RECCO at the head, FOLGORE 
and DARDO on the left, FRECCIA and STRALE the right. The aerial escort had already left the convoy at 
the falling of night. In that age the British torpedo bombers had a range of approximately 160 miles; they 
completely covered therefore the Strait of Messina and waters immediately to the north of Cape 
Spartivento, but they could not range more to Eastward. 

In order to neutralize the most possibility of their threat it was consequently sufficient that, after the 
Strait of Messina, the ships headed at once first towards the east in order to then sail the route south only 
after exiting from the 160 miles circle with the center on Malta. 

The routes prescribed to the GRITTI convoy and in fact the formation, not hardly had they left the 
coast, when they set course to 116° putting the bow on the direction of Greece exactly were, therefore to 
quickly escape the most dangerous section of the transverse. However the attempt did not succeed because 
the convoy was attacked by the torpedo bombers from Malta while it was still in waters that could be 
reached by such aircraft. 

If the convoy had not been delayed 3 hours about which we have spoken more over, in the area 
affected they would have probably been still under the protection of the escorting aircraft and the enemy 
attack could not have developed, but the delay us 
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it was, for unforeseeable causes, and at midnight on 2 September the formation, deprives of 
aerial defense, was still, even though only by a few miles, within of the dangerous circle. 

The attack of the torpedo bombers manifested at 00:25 hours of 3 September, and was 
delivered from a unknown number of aircrafts, from the left of the formation. 

Both that sides motor-ships were hit: GRITTI and BARBARO. 

The first exploded sinking in a few minutes and sweeping up in their loss 347 men of the 
349 who were aboard. 

The BARBARO instead was more fortunate. Hit to stern, it was immobilized, but perfectly 
in order and could be saved, although at a cost of hard hard work, thanks to self sacrifice and the 
ability of the naval destroyer DARDO (C.te Ferdinando Corsi) that, after having put a 
dependable the crew aboard, he succeeded in taking the motor-ship flooded in tow and carried her 
into to Messina. 

On this event of war the military commander of the BARBARO, cap. freg. Martini, therefore 
reports in his dispatch: 

"At approximately 00.25 hrs of the 3 September, approximately 24 miles to SE of Cape 
Spartivento, with a heading of 116° in lat. 37° 35' N; long. 16° 23' E estimated, I sight on the left 
in the lunar light, an aircraft on which I open fire and in the same moment a torpedo reaches the 
ship, from which I immediately have to take command, hitting to the extreme stern and 
immobilizing us for consequent the unexpected loss of the means of propulsion and control, 
although already had ordered full left rudder; in continuation of the consequent deafen explosion 
and violent jolt, determines the immediate flooding of the tunnel, closed the watertight door, and 
with it near hold n. 6 loaded essentially with ammunitions. 

In the meantime an aircraft is spotted flying approximately 45° off the bow on our right and 
against of it I reopen the fire that appears well directed and reaches the target which is quickly 
lost to sight while on our left to sternward of the previous one I observe that a ship has also 
opened fire but in another direction. Soon after, near the origin of the fire, a violent explosion on 
the sea accompanied by a terrifying high and wide column of vivid reddish smoke with 
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sparks and bursts that establish left illumining glimmer of day for approximately three 
minutes the become blurring the sea and the horizon. 

From the stability and behavior of the ship I draw the conclusion that its sinking is not 
imminent and that indeed, if nothing happened to aggravate the situation and if there are no fresh 
attacks or an unexpected yielding from parts of the ships structure, it is possible to salvage. 
Therefore, with the agreement of captain Zagabia, civil commander of the ship, Iam about to 
transmit with the r.t. of emergency a radiogram "Ditra" (Defended traffic) to Messina harbor in 
order to request the assistance of tugs and aids, when at 01:05 hrs approximately we are 
approached by the DD. DARDO... receives agreement for immediate transfer in the mean time all 
the passage personal constituted by 9 Officers and 294 military troops of the R.LA. 

The operation was begin at 01:40 hrs, but, the conditions of the sea, it proceeds very slowly 
and manifest particularly dangerous: therefore at sight of the set of the moon, at 03:30 hrs 
approximately, in spite of the danger of new attacks that probability would find us practically 
defenseless, I decide to spend until the first light of dawn in order avoid the near the certainty of 
crew losses to the sea in case the transfer is continued in the dark of the night. 

At 05:15 hrs approximately the transfer is resumed that is successfully completed at 07:00 
hrs approximately; after we pass the best steel cable, shackled by three lengths of chain, to the 
DARDO that it undertakes towing in the direction of Cape d'Armi. 

In the mean time DD. STRALE arrived suddenly, after having communicated with the 
DARDO and to get transferred all of the personal, it goes away at full power towards the SE. 

Approximately at 07:30 hrs we are reached by two fighter aircrafts and soon after by a 
seaplane that they escort to us from high. Towards 09:00 hrs the protection comes with difficulty 
beginning and continued with great alacrity from the DD. ASCARI and LANCIERE arrived, they 
zigzag around the slow proceeding convoy for the wind and the sea hindering the towing. Soon 
after such escort is strengthened from R. N. ALBATROS first and then from the DD. 
CARABINIERE. In the afternoon the R. N. TITANO also takes part in attending and a small tug. 
Approximately at 16:30 hrs step, without stopping, a steel cable also to the TITANO... An 
improved speed therefore finally allows us to reach approximately 
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at 18:30 hours the roadstead of Messina... I yield the command to the new mercantile captain 
of the ship”. 

As can be seen from the report of commander Martini, the BARBARO was first assisted by 
the naval destroyer DARDO and thereafter from the DD. ASCARI, LANCIERE, 
CARABINIERE, and TB. ALBATROS and the tugs TITANO and PORTO RECANATI 

The others three motor-ships of the convoy reached Tripoli at 18:30 hours of the 4th. 


4th - Persistent actions of aerial bombers and torpedo bombers 

In the month of September - as we have already said - the cargo vessels started for Libya 
were not many, but the convoys that navigated between Italy and the Colony all endured some 
attack of aircrafts bombers and torpedo bombers and submarines. More from aircrafts than 
submarines (in number and intensity of attack, but not result, the submarine UPHOLDER 
succeeded to sink in one single action OCEANIA and NEPTUNIA); however there was not a 
convoy that was not attacked on the routes going or on the one of return. 

Also in this month moreover not always the attacks of the enemy caused the sinking of a 
mercantile ships in navigation; in some case the attack was wholly frustrated and sometimes some 
of the enemy aircraft were also shot down, in other cases the hit ship remained a float and was 
towed to the nearest national port. 

This was case with the steamship ERNESTO, one of the cargo vessels that more intensely 
ran the route for Libya has struck. 

It was hit by an aerial torpedo in the night between the 6th and 7th of September while off 
the coast of Trapani while it was in navigation from Tripoli to Naples in convoy with the 
steamship COL DI LANA and tanker POZARICA. The formation was escorted by the DD. DA 
RECCO (Flag, CAP vasc. Esposito) FRECCIA, FOLGORE, STRALE and was attacked by 
torpedo bombers departing at 23:55 hours of the 6th of September. Under the enemy threat the 
destroyer escort reacted as was customary close maneuver and smoke screens, extended in order 
to hide the cargo vessels. The torpedo was avoided by the COL DI LANA and the tanker 
POZARICA, not by the ERNESTO 
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ERNESTO who was hit in the bow, but not lethally. It was at once aided by the destroyer 
STRALE (CAP cory. Angelotti) that in towing also lent the wounded ship every attendance 
possible. 

The operation turned out to be more difficult than foreseen because the steamship was 
considerably unbalanced, and for decidedly adverse the meteorological conditions. In the end, 
after some unfruitful attempts, the STRALE was forced to desist from its purpose and to pass the 
towing to the tugs MARSIGLI, COSTANTE and MONTECRISTO arriving in the meantime 
from Trapani. ERNESTO came therefore drawn in but, they were escorted until destination by the 
STRALE and TB. CIRCE who put to sea in order to help the torpedoed cargo vessel. 

The COL DI LANA and tanker POZARICA reached Naples at 05:00 hours of the 8th 
September with the other naval destroyers 

An adventurous navigation, and unfortunately marked by a painful losses, was the one of the 
TEMBIEN convoy departing from Naples the morning for Tripoli. It was second convoy of cargo 
ships headed for Libya in the month of September and, since it was composed of rather slow 
cargo vessels, it had orders to follow the of Marettimo - Channel of Sicily - shoals the Kerkennah 
route: the so-called western route. 

The convoy made of the steamships TEMBIEN - CAFFARO - GIULIA - NIRVO - 
NICOLO' ODERO - BAINSIZZA; the escort constituted by the DD. ORIANI (F. CAP freg. 
Chinigo), FULMINE and the TB. PROCIONE, PEGASO, ORSA, to which, in the Channel of 
Sicily, were joined by the TB. CIRCE; 

In the night between the 11th and the 12th the convoy was discovered by nocturnal 
reconnaissance aircraft, to south of Pantelleria, and therefore at 03:10 hrs of the 12th it endured 
an attack of torpedo bombers, foiled with the maneuver of the convoy; with smoke screens and 
antiaircraft fire of several ships. 

On the next morning the formation was sailing without incidents and alarms along the 
Kerkennah following various routes, but on the 14th, while they was under escort of national 
aircraft. Were newly attacked by aircraft, bombers this time. It was second aerial attack of the 
traverse. But not the last, for two others times, between Zuara and Tripoli, during the night 
between the 12th and the 13th, the convoy was attacked from the air 
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A diurnal attack at 12:00 hours and on the two successive nocturnes. the convoy 
commander, commander Chiniga , therefore reports in his dispatch: 


"Day of the 12th. 

14:00 Hours - n. 8 enemy aircraft are sighted as they head directly at the formation at low 
altitude. The ships of the escort and the steamships open aimed fire and a barrage. Numerous 
water columns are observed in proximity of the steamships and the ships of the escort. Three of 
the hit attacking aircraft by the antiaircraft reaction fall in flames. 

14:10 Hours - The CAFFARO, is hit from a bomb, and catches fire. I order to the CIRCE 
and the ORSA and subsequently the FULMINE to assist the damaged steamship. Launch the 
prescribed signal of warning. 

15:00 Hours - They continue to perceive in direction of the CAFFARO the flares of the fire 
and explosions are heard every so often. 

15:55 Hours - I inform the Supermarina and Tripoli harbor of the aerial attack intending to 
give ulterior news is hardly possible. 

16:05 Hours - A strong explosion is observed in direction of the CAFFARO. Soon after the 
CIRCE communicates the sinking of the steamship. 

16:50 Hours - CIRCE - FULMINE - ORSA communicate of having aboard 110, 35 and 79 
respectively of the shipwrecked. CIRCE and ORSA moreover do not have any particularly 
serious wounded... 

18:40 hours Communicate to the Supermarina and Tripoli harbor the sinking of the 
CAFFARO and the number of the shipwrecked saved. I communicate moreover that the 
FULMINE is heading for Tripoli with the most serious wounded. 

23:54 Hours - On point C of the emergency route of Tripoli. Steamboats in a single column" 


Day 1 3. 

01:05 Hours - Sighted on the route at approximately 240° via 4 or 5 aircraft in number with 
lights ignited. The signal of aerial alarm is given to all the ships. 

01.20 Hours - Numerous illuminant rockets are ignited on the left of the formation. I order to 
the escort ships to make smoke. 
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The escort and the steamships make fire aimed and a barrage. 18 illuminant rockets are 
counted altogether. 

02:30 Hours - The attack stopped and I reordered the formation to resume normal 
navigation. 

03:33 Hours - Tripoli harbor informs to me that the PERSEO will depart from Zuara and she 
will reach the convoy to reinforce the escort. They inform me moreover that at dawn a MAS will 
act as pilot on the emergency routes. 

03:45 Hours - CIRCE informs of hearing airplane noises to sternward. 

03:55 Hours a floating fire is observed on the right of the convoy. I make the prescribed 
signal of sight. The ships of the escort and the steamships open barrage fire. Smoke is made. 

04:00 Hours An explosion is observed on one of the steamships. 

04:04 Hours The CIRCE inform that steamship ODERO has been hit. 

04:24 Hours - A bomb falls on our wake at approximately 100 meters from the stern. The 
machine-gunner opens fire. 

04:30 Hours - CIRCE informs to me that there are men in the sea and asks the assistance of 
another ship. I order it to the ORSA and to the PERSEO, that during the attack it has reached the 
formation, to approach the CIRCE and to cooperate in attendance of the hit steamship and to 
rescue of is shipwrecked. 

05:00 Hours - The attack stopped, I reorder the formation and follow on the emergency 
route. 

05:05 Hours - CIRCE informs to me that the ODERO has a fire aboard but that she does not 
sink and demands the assistance of a tug”. 

Steamship NICOLO' ODERO, although in covered in flames, still remained to afloat for 
many hours, assisted by the TB. ORSA, CIRCE, PERSEO that, for first case, were preoccupied 
with the crew aboard the cargo vessel. 

In aid of the steamship the tugs PRONTA and PORTO PALO departed at dawn from Tripoli 
they try extinguishing the fire but with every half hour they still flared up on the cargo vessel; the 
PORTO PALO indeed docked with the ODERO sending personal on board the burning ship. 

Only when it appeared obvious that the fire not could 
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to be tamed, the two tugs took to towing the flaming hull and they carried it first towards 
Tripoli, thereafter to burn on the coast. All during the night the tugs and two motor fishing 
vessels, which came from Tripoli, remained in the area of the steamship in the hope of still being 
able to drawing her in , but in the afternoon of next day 14 September, saw the destruction of the 
NICOLO' ODERO a hold loaded with ammunitions provoking an explosion. 


% 


The quartet of steamships that escaped intact from the aerial attack entered to Tripoli on the 
morning of 13 September. 

DD. ORIANI, FULMINE and the Tp. PROCIONE, ORSA, PEGASO sailed from Tripoli 
the same 13 September in order to escort to Naples MS. RIALTO, VENIERO and PISANI. 

The navigation, along the western route was carried out without events worthy of note. 

In the same time period a convoy formed from the steamboats CAPO d'ORSO and 
PETRARCA escorted by the TB. POLLUCE, in first part of traverse and by the Cov. SELVE in 
the last section, navigated safely from Brindisi to Benghazi whence it reached at dawn of the 
17th. 

Another convoy of small ships - steamship ASCIANGHI (610 t.) the steam tanker 
MIRABELLO with magnetic minesweeper PIETRINO towing, motor-sail boat FILUCCIO - in 
navigation from Pantelleria for Tripoli with the escort of TB. CLIO, was attacked by bombers at 
dawn of the 17th while it was 15 miles from Zuara. The rabid antiaircraft fire of the small ships 
and the escorting torpedo boat shot down some of the attacking aircraft - probably three - but one 
of them fell in flames on motor-sail boat FILUCCIO and causing its loss. 

The ASCIANGHI recovered 13 members of the crew. 

And another convoy was attacked by aircrafts to the off the coast of Marsala while from 
Naples sailing towards Tripoli on the western route: the CATERINA convoy, the third of the 
month formed from cargo ships. Made up of the SS. CATERINA, tanker MINATITLAN and the 
MS. COL DI LANA and SANUDO, escorted by the DD. FRECCIA, FOLGORE, DARDO, 
EURO 
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to which joined, in the last section of the navigation, Cov. GIOBERTI. 

The convoy was attacked by torpedo bombers at 04:00 hours of 18 September while it was 
sailing on the inner routes of Favignana. The escort ships tried to hide to the convoy with 
customary smoke screens and the crews aboard reacted with, which were associated the land 
artilleries. The MS. COL DI LANA was hit by a torpedo but could enter Trapani with the 
attendance of tugs LIGURIA and MONTECRISTO and with the escort of the Cov. DARDO. 

The other aerial attack was delivered against the convoy from aerial torpedo bombers which 
departed from Malta after sunset of the 18th, but this time the enemy action was foiled by our 
escorts which succeeded in hiding the cargo vessels with a plentiful smoke screen. 

At 17:30 hours of the 19th the convoy entered Tripoli port 


The same torpedo boats - DD. FRECCIA, FOLGORE, EURO. GIOBERTI - departed from 
Tripoli at sunset of 20 September for the escort of a convoy formed from steamships GIULIA, 
TEMBIEN, BAINSIZZA, NIRVO, headed to Naples by the western route. 

The evening of the 21st, always after sunset, two bombers attacked by surprise - the 
formation hitting steamship TEMBIEN by not lethally. To assist the mercantile ship the Cov. 
EURO remained behind, in his report of the navigation directed to the convoy commander, reads 
as follows: 

"At 19:45 hours of the 21st as a result of Your order I have set course in order to assist the 
steamship TEMBIEN that had damaged. a few moments before, by enemy aerial attack. 

Reaching the victim, I see that there are already sea three boats of shipwrecked launched; I 
approach two subsequently and I draw aboard therefore 38 of the shipwrecked among which are 3 
serious and 7 slightly wounded. 

Meanwhile I head in order to approach the third boat when meanwhile saw signs of machine 
gunning from an airplane that flies over to me very low , on the left, very low on the water and 
with an attack course towards the EURO, two other enemy aircraft are sighted. To foil their 
maneuver I execute a fast approach and removal at maximum speed, thereafter I head 
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in order to return towards the TEMBIEN that I still had not been able to approach... 

As I approach the TEMBIEN I notice that the steamship was in motion. 

I had tried to locate the third life boat before resuming escort, but every search and was in 
vain. 

As I was aware the TEMBIEN was headed in a northerly has direction started making a 
search and I reached her and made arraignments for her to follow me (22:00 hours). From aboard 
they informed me that they were without compass. 

At 00:06 hours I reach the convoy and the TEMBIEN resumed her place. 

At 07:30 hours As per your ordered, I headed towards the port of Pantelleria after I 
transferred to the steamer 28 unharmed persons and of its crew while 10 injured were 
disembarked at Pantelleria. 

Soon after I returned to the convoy, having the passed to the GIOBERTI the escort of the 
TEMBIEN". 

The TEMBIEN, after the having re-boarded the crew who had unexpectedly left the ship, 
resumed the navigation and reached Naples with the others in the afternoon of 23 September. 


Interesting that the escort commander, CAP freg. Giorgio Ghé, finds on the purpose of the 
nocturnes attacks he endured and the possibilities of defense for the cargo vessels to work with 
the escort ships; also interesting to note the same escort commander from which it emerges that 
the steamships of the CATERINA convoy were the first cargo vessels endowed with the radio for 
the radio communications within the naval formation. It was a step forward in the organization of 
the convoys: a step forward also more important than can be believed. Therefore from the excerpt 
of the FRECCIA's report: 

It remains once again confirmed that the best one defense against a nocturnal aerial attack is 
ready the extended of a smoke screen. If the night is illumed it summon at the beginning of the 
ignition of first Bengal flare because the cloud of smoke does not facilitate discovery. The escort 
ships must quickly arrange or, better still to already be arranged in an opportune position 
regarding the direction of the wind. The convenient to hold always at least a ship to leeward since 
extending the screen to leeward 
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it contributes to hide the front and direction of the convoy and the extension of its depth. Where 
possible, it is convenient also to modify the route, this also allows the smoke to become effectively 
extended. To avoid within the limits possible the routes with a strong wind from astern. 


Employment of the machine-gunner. 

The employment of the machine-gunner from part of the escort ships has been demonstrated 
decidedly effective if lead with criterion of aimed fire. Usually the steamships have executed a messy 
barrages fire that many times was directed towards the escort ships. 


Preventive smoke at twilight. 

The smoke executed at twilight of days 18-21, for the direction of the wind, did not hide the convoy 
totally. But served the same as it was demonstrated on the evening to it of the 20th allowing a single 
bomber to execute an attack. The smoke executed at twilight of the 22nd, with the wind fresh 
approximately at 40° off the bow to starboard and emitted for approximately an hour, would have been 
surely most effective means for the protection of the convoy. 


Service D.W.T of the steamships. 

The steamships of the convoy had been the first cargo steamships with D.W.T supplied... 

Complex communications with the steamships have to be carried out regularly and with facility, vis-a- 
vis with the "Norms for the service of the wirelesses aboard of the steamers in escorted convoys" of 
Maristat. 

Having installed the D,W.T. a practical operator of such service, has been undoubtedly the main 
factor of the good resolution of the signaling”. 


5th - The torpedoing of the OCEANIA and the NEPTUNIA 

The saddest event - even if not mournful - of the month of September 1941, and perhaps of all in 
"pattles of the Libyan convoys", was the loss of two large ocean-going liners OCEANIA and NEPTUNIA, 
both torpedoed by the British submarine UPHOLDER. 

Was a very sad event because the two motor-ships the , carrying mostly German troops, were hit 
while they were alone 
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a few tens of miles from the port of arrival, and because they were victims of the only 
nocturnal attack of an enemy submarine 

We will analyze, as is customary, the circumstances in which the twofold torpedoing took 
place and will reprint the salient parts of the reports and of the communications of the 
commanders who operated in this occasion; but it is opportune to quickly say that, thanks to the 
self sacrifice and the seamanship of the escorting torpedo boats, and to the energy of the 
Commanders aboard, nearly the entirety of the embarked soldiers on the OCEANIA and the 
NEPTUNIA could be saved. And an element of comfort in the sadness of this serious disaster. 
Aboard the two sunk motor-ships altogether 5,818 men were embarked; Some 5,434 were 
retrieved by the torpedo boats of the escort. Leaving the deplore sum the loss of 384 men. 

The convoy was the usual destined fast troop transport convoy from the Italy to Libya: 
formed, this time, by the OCEANIA, NEPTUNIA, VULCANIA, three ocean-going liners (of 19 
thousand g.s.t. the first two and of 24 thousand g:s.t. the third) able to run at approximately 20 
knots of speeds, escorted by five naval destroyer, all veterans of the convoy escorts: DA RECCO 
(F.s. CAP vasc. Stanislao Esposito), DA NOLI, Usodimare, Pessagno, Gioberti. The three motor- 
ships had been concentrated preventively at Taranto and they moved in convoy the evening of the 
16th after sunset, headed to Tripoli. The formation did not follow the direct route to the 
destination port, but it was kept much more to eastward therefore to be, during all the traverse, 
completely outside the range of the torpedo bombers from Malta. 

As it will be remembered the GRITTI convoy had endured a hard torpedo bomber attack on 
the night of 3 September soon after they exited the Strait of Messina and while they were sailing 
with a heading of 116° just in order to exit quickly from the area in which it was possible and 
expectable the attack of British torpedo bombers; the same risk was not wanted to be run again. 
The VULCANIA Convoy therefore it was made to leave then from Taranto and maintained a 
routes that absolutely could not be attacked from Malta based aircrafts. Following such routes - to 
the eastward of the enemy base - the formation turns, for Tripoli only when it was in proximity of 
the Libyan coast and reached therefore the destination port with heading nearly from east. 
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In this way they avoided the danger of the torpedo bombers, considered in those months the 
most serious threat among the many that threatened the traffic with Libya, but the cargo vessels 
always ended sailing on routes very exactly defined and characteristic. To begin with in fact the 
navigation was carried out less lengthily or the tangent of the 160 miles circle from Malta (neither 
could the ships move a lot further away in order not to excessively lengthen the traverse) and 
then, after the approach to Tripoli, in a corridor delimited north of the usual circle of the 160 
miles and to the south of the mined field. 

Being necessary much of the time because, The English characterized is exactly as the 
railroad on which they sailed the convoys heading to Libya: we arrived by aerial observation - 
they held under continuous control our traffic - any investigation then, and makes handling of our 
analysis much easier in fact. 

Not a single doubt could subsist in who observed the naval formations headed to Libya in 
the first section of their navigation and was if the found convoy would after all have to be headed 
for Tripoli or Benghazi, but was only theoretical doubt since - like we have repeatedly said - in 
1941 large convoys coming from Italy all landed, without exception, at Tripoli. 

Against a trap in navigation by submarines it was therefore sufficient to constitute very 
organized dense unavoidable submarine obstructions on the race track of our traffic. The 
possibility to be astride the last section: that as - it has been said - ran practically as a railroad. 

In the night between the 16th and the 17th of September, just on this very railroad there 
were in ambush 4 British submarines of the "U" class, the best and most trained that Great Britain 
had in the Mediterranean at that time. Therefore they were located: UNBEATEN 100 miles to the 
east of Tripoli; UPHOLDER and UPRIGHT 10 and 20 miles for north the west respective to from 
the UNBEATEN. These three submarines therefore were scattered along one perpendicular line 
of the presumable route of the convoys headed to Tripoli with origin at the eastern outermost 
range of Malta's torpedo bombers. 

The fourth British submarine - URSULA - 
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lay in wait very audaciously alone 30 miles to east of Tripoli, at the beginning of the 
emergency route (see. chart). 

The reasoning and the appreciations of the enemy High Command was exactly 
demonstrated. 

The VULCANIA convoy , although sighted by a reconnaissance aircraft in the morning of 
the 17th, was not object of an aerial threat; instead it was hardly attacked by the 4 English 
submarines, in the vicinity of Tripoli, a little before the dawn and on the morning of 18 
September. 

We will tell about this event: we will follow the hours of navigation of the convoy by 
excerpting from the reports of the commander of the DA RECCO, Escort Commander: 


"17 September 1941" 

08:00 hours - USODIMARE signals me sighted a suspicious aircraft at 150° Rel..... 

16:52 hours - From Usodimare: Submarine in sight on 140 ° Rel. distance 7000 meters. The 
convoy turns to starboard - USODIMARE and PESSAGNO that are in position of lateral left 
escort, exit the formation in order perform an ASW hunt. I order to the GIOBERTI to take the 
place of the PESSAGNO and make to DA NOLI and GIOBERTI launch DCs. to intimidate the 
periscope in the eventuality that a second submarine is found in the area. After few minutes I 
make to the convoy to resume the direction of route of the march and order therefore 180° Rb. in 
theory to elude eventual ambushes from other submarines on the continuation of the route. 

17:20 hours - USODIMARE and PESSAGNO return to the formation after to having hunted 
the submarine - we continue navigation. 

19:15 hours - Command Rb. 255°; given this evening is a very dark one, when it comes it is 
already nearly dark. 

21:05 hours - PESSAGNO signals me that one of its lookout-posts thinks to have sighted a 
Bengal flare, quickly extinguished, of the type employed by the English. Continuing navigation". 
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the alarm of 16:52 hours was not followed by any offensive manifestations; it was very 
probably had been a false alarm because the area crossed by VULCANIA convoy around 17:00 
hours there was no British submarines in ambush. 

At night, therefore, the convoy took the 255° heading, that it had to have to carry the convoy 
to landing point B on the safety routes, between Homs and Tripoli. 

The motor-ships were in formation to triangle: VULCANIA on the left, OCEANIA to the 
right, NEPTUNIA tailing between the two, the Naval destroyer disposed around to the mercantile 
ships with DA RECCO, escort commander, the lead. 

In anticipation of the arrival of an important convoy the Navy Commander in Libya had 
decided: 

- that a MAS section carried out an submarine search around point B during the night 
between the 17th and the 18th; 

- that the TB. PERSEO meet the convoy for piloting into port and to reinforce the escort 
starting on the same night; 

- that TB. CIRCE and CENTAURO be ready to move at 04:00 hours of 18 September; 

- that from the dawn of the 18th a brace of Cant Z 501, 3 CR 42 aircraft and two German JU 
87 aircrafts assured the aerial escort of the convoy; 

- that in the afternoon of the 17th a Cant Z 501 carried out careful reconnaissance of the area 
that the convoy would have to cover in the night and the morning of the next day. 

At 03:30 hours of the 18th it was a dull moon in the last quarter, of astern on the left of the 
convoy. But already some minute before the UNBEATEN (as it will be remembered was the 
most southern of the row of three submarines astride of the route of the convoy) she had sighted 
at the limit of visibility, the Italian formation that proceeded towards Tripoli. The submarine 
perceived quickly that, given the distance to which convoy passed by him, he would not be 
successful to reach at a useful distance for the profitable launch of torpedoes: he was limited 
therefore to transmit by radio the sighting to the other boats of the ambush. The beacon was 
clearly received from the UPHOLDER and the UPRIGHT, as well as the URSULA, herself being 
more to the west, and was clearly intercepted and 
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decrypted by the Supermarina since they radioed with the greatest possible speed to the DA 
RECCO in order to warning the escort commander. 

While the UPHOLDER moved immediately in direction of the convoy marked by the 
UNBEATEN and at 04:06 hours (according the English timetable) launch one salvo of torpedoes 
against the group of three cargo vessels. 

The NEPTUNIA was hit first, soon after the OCEANIA: each ship by a torpedo single. At 
lat. 33° 02'N, long. 14° 42' E. 

And according Italian reports the explosion took place at 04:15 hours exactly, that is 9 
minutes after the moment of launch. Also admitting a sure time difference between the Italian and 
British records there is no doubt that perhaps the torpedoes employed some (4-5) minutes before 
reaching the target. And moreover to note that on the NEPTUNIA the torpedo exploded on the 
left side outside of hold n. 4, that is to sternward of the previous one, and on the OCEANIA still 
more to stern, and just at hold n. 5, at a rather hard depth. 

From the indicated data of facts moreover it is possible to deduce: 

- that the submarine it must have launch "to catch up" from a rear position regarding the 
direction of march of the convoy and from an important distance (from English records the 
launch it turns out happened from 4,000 meters distance); 

- that the attacking ship had sure launched one salvo of torpedo against the entire formation 
and that it must be a clear case, of great misfortune, for two hits to have each reached a target; 

- that the torpedo launch were probably electrical propulsion torpedoes and worked with 
magnetic firing pins. 

The formulated theory find confirmation in the fact that, in spite of the thin scythe of moon 
already risen to the horizon, the lookout-posts of the motor-ships and the escort ships absolutely 
did not see either the submarine launch nor the torpedo, either at the last moment. 

What cannot be confirmed is that the launch distance would have to be rather great and that 
the torpedo was electrically driven and not compressed air and therefore it did not leave a wake. 

Approximately the maneuver carried out by the UPHOLDER it is not possible to say a lot, 
but one probably is the clear supposing that 
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the submarine has launch being a breakthrough. UPHOLDER (com.te the CAP of cory. 
Wanklyn) had caused many losses to the Italian Merchant marine; generally with his attacks 
carried out at night and with a relatively meager percentage missed shots: all that leaves to 
suppose that this boat, beyond being very well commanded, was equipped with better equipment 
for nighttime launching and more advanced then the other "English boats" that operated in the 
Mediterranean. 

It must also note that, on the night of 18 September, the attack maneuver of the submarine 
surely was facilitated from a specific defect on the motor-ship VULCANIA that it emitted from 
smokestack a most visible spade of sparks. 

The Explosion Happened on the OCEANIA and NEPTUNIA, the VULCANIA, undamaged, 
continued for Tripoli accompanied by the USODIMARE; the other four naval destroyer of the 
escort were moved immediately under the two damaged ships in order lend them attendance; we 
examine in particular what happened for each: 

NEPTUNIA - Hit deep in hold n. 4 for the explosion happened very low, perhaps under the 
keel, was quickly deprived of electrical power, and with the main engines stopped. Headway was 
lost little by little while the ship turned some thirty of degrees to the left and was tail-heavy. 

The emergency electricity-generating group was put in motion, the switches to main were 
released at the moment of the explosion and therefore the ship regained it's lights. 

The following latter phases of the tragic event were related from the report of the civilian 
commander of the motor-ship, Captain Gladulich: 

"the military commander, Captain M. Fedeli orders turning on the alarm beacon 
(loudspeakers, megaphone) and he send to all the crew aboard (officers and lower deck) already 
meeting partly on the bridge, and partly in the staterooms, of the situation. 

The ship quickly takes a inclination of 9° or 10° to the left, it begins slightly to sink by the 
stern. Seeing the situation, in full agreement with the military commander, the order is given to 
lower the middle height life boats. At 04.25 hours the ship loses the headway completely. 
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In short the level of the water increases reaching the main deck... The military commander 
orders the respective Commanders of the troops to take their units down to the boats: this 
operation is completed with order, calm and discipline on part of the troops. The departing boats 
loads of soldiers, leaving of the which covers the sea, and inasmuch as the immersion of the stern 
continues and the inclination is to the left it is ordered to throw into sea all the rafts and at the 
same time to take the remaining soldiers (officers and troops) by means of the life rings, life 
vests, and ropes aboard. Beyond to this, comes the idea of the lower deck, to throw into the sea 
approximately 800 panels from doors and other tables that are uncovered... order, if possible, to 
put in function the bilge pumps and the fire pumps to straighten the ship. In fact the pumps are 
put in function; but, given to the continuous increase of water and in the state of the flooding of 
the engines, this job turns out ineffective and the immersion and the inclination are increasing. At 
06.00 hours the ship is down still more by the stern, the inclination increases, the rescue work is 
continued actively and with order. 

The two DDs. DA NOLI and GIOBERTI are found to our starboard one at a distance of 
approximately 50 or 100 meters and receive continuously the shipwrecked, which are 
indifferently supplied with safely devices and deprive the shoes. At 06:20 hours in spite of all 
efforts made in order to straighten the ship (the function of the pumps) continues quickly to sink 
by the stern and lists badly. In full agreement with the military commander, the order of general 
abandonment of the ship is given. At this time to leave it is found aboard some of the crew, nearly 
all the officers and a small number of the troop, grabbed hold of the life jackets. Little minutes 
latter I order to my officials over the side and to reach in some way one of the two DD. that is 
found supporting. 

At 06:35 hours I go over the side into the sea with the military commander Captain M. 
Fedeli, swimming to reach the DD. DA NOLI. 

At 06:50 hours while we came saved from the sailors of the DD., ship NEPTUNIA sinks 
with the stern in the vertical position, and in a few seconds it disappears”. 
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For however intelligently controlled and intricate the abandonment of a ship had been carried out , did 
not lack those people who threw themselves into the water; others did not succeed to find place in the life 
boats, others still ended in sea because of the two boats lowered were upset by the effect of excessive 
headway that the ship still had and also two boats for being overloaded. 

The operations of recovery of the large number of shipwrecked people, who quickly dispersed over a 
very extended area of the sea's surface, was facilitated by the fact that the German soldiers, once in water, 
turned their caps upside down showing the red lining that turned out easily seen by the torpedo boats that 
carried out the rescue. Helps to add that the reason the red color for the inner lining of the soldiers caps had 
been chosen to be seen and the men had been instructed to do this before embarkation for overseas. 

OCEANIA - the motor-ship was hit in the area of hold n. 5, and that is more to sternward than of the 
NEPTUNIA, but it did not receive worrisome damages, since the flooding of hold 5 and the inferior 
premises of the extreme stern did not compromise the buoyancy of the ship. It was necessary to stop the 
inner left engine because it was grinding (probably the propeller had been removed), but all the other 
motors and machinery remained in action. The only disadvantage of some importance was that the 
OCEANIA, after having been hit took a violent left turn perhaps because the rudder was remained locked 
on that side, perhaps also because the destructions and deformations caused by the explosion to the extreme 
stern acted like an additional rudder with a pull to the left. On the damages and harmed received by the 
OCEANIA, the military commander of the motor-ship, CAP of vasc. Giuseppe Battaglia, reports follows: 

"the watertight bulkheads resist to the pressure of the water and, inasmuch as the tail-heaviness of the 
ship does not increase, I order the beginning of the disembarkation of the Italian officers and soldiers 
ordering the troops to come down to the biscagline (casino?) and the rear stairs of bridge B that in the 
meantime has been prepared. 

The Cov. PESSAGNO that had approached the ship transferring the crews from the boats. In the 
meantime I went to meet the German troops towards the bow and ordered to put to sea all the life rafts in 
which 
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I order the placement of the German troops because, their being in a dangerous place, I had 
the intention that all the transported personnel were in the boats and far from the ship in the case 
there was some new attack. After calling for reports the civil commander of the ship, Captain 
Giurini, the Director of Machine, the Ist Official of covered and the Official of machine to which 
[had given the assignment to find out exactly the extent of the damages, I proceeded to take to all 
the dispositions necessary in order to try to save of the ship. 

From the report of the Foremen it turns out that hold n. 5 is completely flooded and also that 
the lateral corridors are flooded; the axis of the left central propeller is broken, the rudder is 
locked to the left. 

I decide to empty a double hull astern containing thousand tons of fresh water in order to 
compensate for the approximately thousand tons of sea water which penetrated the double hull n. 
5; to disconnect the transmissions to the rudder for free it and to try to put in motion the two 
external propellers with which to try to maintain course”. 

The PESSAGNO, as I already said, had quickly moved to the OCEANIA in order to take 
aboard the boarded personnel and to help the motor-ship. From the report of the ship commander 
(CAP of freg. Scammacca) excerpted as follows: 

"[ have turned full left, imitating the maneuver of the OCEANIA, as I was arriving on the 
seen. No communication, of any kind, on part of the steamships. Having arrived there at once it 
was Clear that it was stopped; it was the OCEANIA. It appeared in good order, hardly being tail- 
heavy. It had already begun to put lifeboats and its shipwrecked, to sea, invoking aid. The 
commander communicated with me by megaphone of having been hit in a propeller and asked 
attendance to transport the shipwrecked, declining to my proposal to try towing. 

Carried out a fast turn around the ship, and realized not to be able to count on the attendance 
of the GIOBERTI (as at first I had asked), because I saw it to the glimmer of the moon, while it 
was rising, near the strongly listing NEPTUNIA, I approached the OCEANIA and began 
boarding the shipwrecked. I have not been able to use the Depth charges for the presence 
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of numerous men in the sea. The two remaining steamboats were, between them, at a 
distance of 150-200 meters. 

I had already communicated to the DA RECCO my acquaintance as far as from the very 
first. Now he was asking for attendance more than before, latter that day, I feared an attack by the 
submerged submarine - an attack that, with the moon light, could not have anything except a 
success, that, given our vigilance, it was not possible. 

I asked the assistance for an other ship and a tug. 

The DA NOLI had been quickly sent to collaborate with the GIOBERTI and was on station 
before the NEPTUNIA sank (05:59 hours). I asked therefore the participation for fighter aircrafts. 

At the beginning of the rescue operations, I had proposed to the commander of the 
OCEANIA the assistance of towing, for leaving the area, is it possible to try to carry the ship to 
the coast and I have asked him for definite damages. 

He answered me that being without rudder with a broken propeller and a flooded hold n. 5, 
he first preferred to transfer the troops fearing that the bulkheads would not resist the motion. 

At that time, with the two external propellers, the coast would have been reached and 
eventually, if there had been the need, would have thought next to the towing. In the mean time 
the operations of transferrable proceeded well, on account of the sea kept very claim with wind 
minimal at a refreshing (force 3-4). Had tried also of cooperating to leeward of the OCEANIA, 
but the conditions of the sea had advised me against it at the last moment; I was unsuccessful in 
remaining leeward no even behind the steamship because, while the remarkably leeward drift, the 
PESSAGNO carried the bow to the wind and run the risk of collision. 

At 07:30 hours I had already taken aboard 2000 men with help also of my motor launch and 
a some thirty men of my crew, with which I was forced to replace in the lifeboat of the 
OCEANIA a good part of them sailors from the steamship, that were unharmed. 

While the DA RECCO was jointed on the spot and cooperate with the GIOBERTI and DA 
NOLI to embark the shipwrecked of the NEPTUNIA. 

At 07:30 hours not having any where more to put the shipwrecked, I sent a message to the 
OCEANIA and therefore to DA RECCO, 
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asking this last attendance to throw preventive charges around the area while the OCEANIA 
was still maintained afloat. 

The DA RECCO had come to replace them on station, he had communicated to me that the 
rescue would have to continued, and soon after he ordered me to head for Tripoli (approximately 
90 miles), and to return to the area as soon”. 

It definitively seemed that the OCEANIA had to save herself, and surely would have been 
saved if the British submarines in ambush in the area had not newly and repeatedly attacked the 
ship. 

From the British documentation it turns out that in fact, seen stopped two motor-ships of the 
convoy, the submarine UPRIGHT (moved to the north of the mine field) at 05:00 hours 
approximately began an attack maneuver in order to try to give the coup de grace to the two 
cargo vessels, at the time, both still floated. At 05:25 UPRIGHT it had but to desist from its 
purpose because of the presence of numerous naval destroyer in the area. Replaced in the attack 
by the UPHOLDER and this time the submarine succeeded in approaching the OCEANIA and 
launch a new salvo of torpedoes against the stopped motor-ship, but perfectly afloat. At 08:50 the 
ship was hit in the center by two torpedo and sank in seven minutes. 

On the second torpedoing of the OCEANIA the CAP of vasc. Battaglia reports as follows: 

"While I had to aboard only the civilian personnel for the engines and the military personnel 
for the weapons at 08.50 hours at the starboard center is hit by two torpedo which explode and 
also causing to explode the bottles of air compressed for starting the engines they produced the 
express to sinking of the ship towards the stern. 

I order thrown in to sea all the small life rafts and the people remaining aboard to fight the 
sea. 

At the last moment the DD. DA RECCO reached the area also and begins the boarding of 
all the personal whom previous to second torpedoing it had boarded in the rescue rafts and 
therefore all the personal of the rafts. 

At 08.57 hours the OCEANIA sink vertically and sternward". 
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From much we have written and from the printed excerpts of the reports, it appears clearly that the 
escort commander - DD. DA RECCO - as soon as he had notification of the torpedoing of the two motor- 
ships did ordered: 

- that the VULCANIA to continue for Tripoli with the escort of the USODIMARE; 

- that the GIOBERTI and DA NOLIT lend attendance to the NEPTUNIA and recovering the personnel 
aboard who have in part been thrown in to the sea; 

- that the PESSAGNO is to assist the OCEANIA. 

At the same time DA RECCO informed Tripoli harbor of the tragic war event and request the 
attendance of tugs and aerial protection at dawn. Given the orders of the event, and assure that the 
VULCANIA continue for Tripoli. DA RECCO carried out a reconnaissance of the waters in which the 
attacking submarines still had to be and therefore he moved alongside the OCEANIA in order to help with 
the personnel rescue operations. Reaching them some minutes before the motor-ship was hit the second 
time. 

Now it remains only to add to us that the radio sighing transmitted by the UNBEATEN, intercepted 
by the High Commando, was rebroadcast to the escort commander with the maximum possible speed, but 
reached the DA RECCO at 04:15 hours when the two motor-ships had by now already been torpedoed. 

Of the other part the communication, even if was received before the 04:15 (difficult but it could have 
happened), would unfortunately not have changed the course of events because the convoy in proximity of 
landfall on point "B" of Tripoli, they did not have much more freedom of maneuver: 

At the communication that the two motor-ships had been torpedoed, Libya Harbor ordered: 

- that TBs. PERSEO, CENTAURO, CIRCE of quickly reach the area of the torpedoing for attendance 
of the shipwrecked; 

- that the TB. CLIO, he was completing the escort of a local convoy, of join with the previous torpedo 
boats when feasible; 

- that the tugs SALVATORE I. and the PRONTA reach the still floating OCEANIA to effect the 
towing; 

- that two groups of minesweepers transferred even they lent assistance to those in the water; 
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- that small the hospital ship LAURANA reach the distressed ships. 

At dawn came moreover sent in the area some fighter and maritime reconnaissance aircrafts and a Red 
Cross aid seaplane. This last one when, in trying to alighting roughly churned sea, lost a wing and sank; the 
crew came recovered by the DD. DA NOLI. 

As we have many times pointed out, after the torpedoing of the OCEANIA and the NEPTUNIA, the 
motor-ship VULCANIA continued for Tripoli with the escort the solo USODIMARE (CAP of freg. 
Galleani) and was also attacked by submarine URSULA, the fourth British submarine in ambush on the 
route for the Libyan port. The URSULA was to sum 30 miles for east of Tripoli and had received two 
relative communications, about the approach of the convoy. The first a little after the 03:00 hours from the 
UNBEATEN, the second one towards 06.00 hours from the UPHOLDER. 

Based on this last communication the submarine at 06.10 hours, put set course to eastward to search 
for the VULCANIA and at 07:05 hours launched against the four motor-ship a salvo of torpedo at 
approximately 3,000 meters of distance. But the torpedo and submarine were sighted by one of the 
attending escorting aircraft and who had just arrived and by the naval ships with the launch of bombs and 
the long machine gunning of the wakes of the torpedo. With a fast one turn towards land the danger was 
foiled; three torpedo passed of a stern of the VULCANIA and they got lost on coast. The attack of 
URSULA went therefore went un-rewarded. 

In proximity of Tripoli the USODIMARE entrusted the VULCANIA to the torpedo boat exiting from 
harbor arrived for attendance of the cargo vessels and returned to the area in which the NEPTUNIA and 
OCEANIA had been torpedoed. On this com.te Galleani reports: 

"07:25 - Having lead the VULCANIA, in the seaway area of the minefield I order the torpedo boat 
PERSEO and two MAS met at the point "B" to assume the escort and return towards DA RECCO. 

08.00 hours - Launch two DCs. to intimate a scope in the area from which the submarine had launch 
the torpedo. 

From 09:53 to 14:00 hours I execute operations to recover the shipwrecked. The scene presented to 
me at my arrival in the area of the torpedoing was truly tragic for the continuous to cry of 
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are shipwrecked that they were at this point in the sea more than five hours. Being 
that very many of those had scattered and that they were in rafts in order to head towards 
the USODIMARE I decided to lower the motor launch to the sea, although it is not a life 
boat, and I entrust it to commander S.7.V. Alberto Scaroni. The launch is to collects the 
isolated and bring them alongside, while with the DD. I head for the rafts where they 
were groups of shipwrecked. In my search area the majority of the shipwrecked were 
Germans, than, also in water, they obeyed the orders that I issued with the megaphone, 
mostly, even if neighbors to the DD., returned to the rafts to facilitate their recovery. Also 
the groups of Italian shipwrecked were disciplined and executed orders... 

14:00 hours - not seeing, in spite of the most careful combing of waters, any other 
shipwrecked, - head for Tripoli. 

Of the 5,818 men aboard the two motor-ships there were recovered: 


- PESSAGNO n. 2,083 
- GIOBERTI "582 
- DA RECCO. " 1,302 
- USODIMARE "485 
- DA NOLI "682 
- PERSEO "131 
- CLIO "163 
- AERIAL SOCCORSO " 3 
- CIRCE . 3 
Total n. 5,434 


Seems really impossible that "Seafaring" type naval destroyer has been able to take 
aboard more then 2,000 shipwrecked as did the PESSAGNO, or also only 1300 like DA 
RECCO. That had in fighting the war a displacement of 3,000 tons and a crew of 250 
men approximately, and to sail overloaded in such a way must have aroused series 
wotries in the commander and in the officers of the Navy Corps of Engineers because the 
stability of these same ships came to be prejudged. But the desire to save the greatest 
possible number of shipwrecked had to take second place in the concerns. 

And not enough, since it turns out from unexceptionable testimonies that, 
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in order to facilitate the rescue of are shipwrecked, the same sailors of the naval destroyer 
threw themselves in sea in order to support and to help the soldiers in the worse physical 
conditions or taken by dejection. Once aboard, then, all refreshed and were covered with 
garments offers spontaneously and generous from the General Staffs and the crews of the 
rescuing ships. 

The VULCANIA departed from Tripoli the evening of the 19th with the escort of the DD. 
DA RECCO, DA NOLI, USODIMARE, PESSAGNO for the western route. It reached Naples in 
the night between the 21st and 22nd September without problems; 

On the torpedoing of the OCEANIA and the NEPTUNIA the Libyan Naval Command 
reported to Supermarina with a report that was transmitted also to the Libyan Armed Forces High 
Command, From this report is derived an official correspondence and an unofficial letter 
exchange between Admiral Riccardi and General Bastico, In Appendix 5 the report of the Libyan 
Naval Command is integrally reprinted, the official letters of the interested Commander and one 
exchanged for the purpose besides unofficial letter addressed from the Chief of general staff of 
Navy to the ranking Commander in Libya. 

In Appendix 6 a copy of other correspondence between Supermarine the Supreme Command 
and on objective of the traffic between Italy and Libya. 


6th - Other victims of the submarines 

Unfortunately the activity of British submarines produced other victims also in mercantile 
ships headed for Libya, mainly along the coastal strip of Tripolitania and of Cyrenaica. 

This was the zone in which the supply traffic to the operating army in Libya was by force of 
events, were the routes continuations, and it was therefore unavoidable that some enemy boat was 
always found in ambush. 

Therefore the German steamboat LIVORNO of 1,824 g.s.t was torpedoed on 7 September 
while, in convoy with the SPEZIJA and escorted by the TB, POLLUCE and CENTAURO, it was 
24 miles from Bengali, coming from Naples, and was torpedoed, always from a submarine, The 
German SS CASTELLON, coming from Naples in convoy with the SAVONA, and the escort of 
the TB. CALLIOPE 
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and the PEGASO. The enemy attack happened 10 miles from Benghazi at 10:12 hours of 
2nd October. 

The Benghazi harbor Command, perfectly conscious of the possibility that British 
submarines were in ambush in proximity of the port, had taken to all the measures necessary in 
order to search and to fight the submarines eventually parking in the zone. 

In particular, on the night previous to the arrival of the convoy, the waters that the Italian 
formation would have had to cover had been meticulously searched with seaplanes and by the 
submarine ONYX and submarine chasers ZURI and SELVE under the direction of the 
antisubmarine commander of the group. The ONYX was removed from the area a little after 
03.00 hours but the ZURI and the SELVE were remained on station in order to continue the 
reconnaissance and in order to then reinforce the convoy escort. Prior to the ships arrival the TB. 
PARTENOPE also had been sent for pilotage and escort; two others submarine chasers of small 
tonnage had been stationed along the safety route; moreover at dawn two Cant Z 501 seaplanes of 
the Navy and two Ju 88 were present in the sky above the cargo vessels one fifty of miles outside 
of Benghazi for antiaircraft and antisubmarine protection. It is not risked to assert that Benghazi 
put in motion all the means which it had to protect the convoy from enemy attacks. The 
submarine in ambush knew however eluded all taken the precautionary and defensive measures, 
and at 10:12, as we have said, in broad daylight (but with poor visibility because a ghibli had 
carried out to sea large sand clouds) succeeded in launching one salvo of torpedo on the arriving 
convoy. The moment of the launch was clearly perceived by the CANT Z 501 seaplane that was 
to the west of the formation and the danger was immediately marked to the ships with the 
dropping of bombs on the bubbles emitted from the submarine at the moment of the launch, and 
with a long machine gunning into sea of the colored wakes of the torpedo and with smoke. 

The steamer SAVONA understandings the signal and turned quickly to full left, instead 
perhaps the CASTELLON had a moment of hesitation at the unknown, or it did not exactly 
interpret the signaling of the airplane, the fact is that it began the turn on the left when by now the 
torpedo had reached at a much to close distance 
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short for being able to avoided all. One was avoided and passed the bow of the cargo vessel 
passing along the flank, but a second caught up the ship to under the command bridge of and 
exploded in hold two. 

According to the air spotter of the escorting Cant Z 501, the submarine would have launch 
against the convoy about eight torpedoes, opened fan, in two successive shots. The CASTELLON 
would have been hit by one from the second salvo. And probable that the number of eight 
torpedoes does not correspond to the truth and is the fruit fancy - rather easy to verify - from the 
Official of marine observer; not there is but doubt that the submarine had carried out a multiple 
launch against the convoys since British boats always fired least four of their torpedoes. 

The CASTELLON sank by the bow in a few minutes. In order to help it's shipwrecked and 
to give hunt to the enemy submarine, the TB. CALLIOPE and PEGASO and the two submarine 
chaser remained in the area, while the TB. PARTENOPE continued for Benghazi with the 
SAVONA. 

Of a total of 108 Germans and 6 Italians aboard the CASTELLON, only 6 Germans were 
lost. 

The torpedoing submarine was not subsequently traced neither at the time nor during the 
organized hunt. 

From the first of July 1941 Benghazi harbor had represented with much clarity to the Libyan 
Naval Command, on which it depended, the danger represented by the submarines habitually in 
ambush outside of the port and the provisions that would have had to take in order to face such 
danger. 

Benghazi, as we have many times specified, served during all of 1941, the only port of 
landing for which the intense costal traffic that ferried to Cirenaica the materials flowing from 
Tripoli. and which had some capacity for a rare convoy of small steamships coming from Italy 
and therefore near Benghazi the British never could not have one or two large motor-ships to 
sunk which the OCEANIA, the NEPTUNIA, the GEITTI, but only steamships of modest 
displacement and of locale use; however, also the loss of CHALDEA type steamships or 
CASTELLON and motor-sail boats and motor fishing vessels considerably affected the efficiency 
of the Libyan traffics, on the possibilities of re-supply 
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to the operating army, and at that time the combat front was just a little to the east of 
Benghazi, and therefore it was also obvious that such traffic went defended by every possible 
means of escort not only directed, but also by means of a careful preventive reconnaissance of the 
waters that the convoys or convoy in arriving crossed in the phase of landfall. 

The conditions and the demands for Benghazi harbor are exposed in the sheet n. 14 1835/S 
of July 1941 of which the extract of the more important part is transcribed here: 

"recent the painful episodes of 6 July at Ras Taiunes and of 13 July a few miles from the 
port of Benghazi have still put into evidence that absolute suitable means are lacking not only for 
the ASW aircraft, but also for the simple ascertainment of their presence in vicinity of the port or 
the area of transverse of the safety routes. The facts have demonstrated that the presence of a land 
battery or reconnaissance aircraft in the sky does not represent sure element of defense if there is 
no alarm warning, clearly of little accord, but useful in order to avoid the complete surprise that 
cannot be, as such, effectively contrasted. The submarine of Ras Taiunes had been sighted when 
it opened fire. 

The submarine that had torpedoed the CHALDEA had been sighted by the fighter aircrafts, 
they had not been able, for how many efforts make, timely attract the attention of the N.A. 
escorting seaplane: the two episodes could have had different outcome if the GB. DE LUTTI in 
one case, and the other the ships of the outer pilotage, had been fortified with seaplanes and had 
been able to find timely the presence of the submarine. 

The systematic attacks that the enemy submarines have undertaken in the area immediately 
outside the port is obvious, and this action will become more and more audacious and dangerous 
as the enemy will convince himself that we do not have means for counterattack. 

No doubt therefore that we must resort to outer vigilance which can be integrated, and also 
extended, with the aid of aircraft, but it cannot remain exclusively entrusted to them. 

Therefore to free the areas of access to the ports the problem is 
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that must absolutely be faced and be resolved. And since it cannot be deposed towards 
torpedo boats, neither it convene to orient towards the employment of MAS, that they demand 
meticulous and particular conditions of calm sea, cannot be resorted to that a type of particularly 
equipped ship, in way that it answers the following questions: 

1) nautical qualities apt to resist agitated sea; 

2) Hydrophones in order to detect the presence of submarines; 

3) radios for signaling, practical and sure, in order to communicate; 

4) defensive armament:. 1 gun and 1 machine-gun; 

5) adapted defensive arrangements of the hull, with defensive of sheet, sandbag protection, 
cork filling, etc; 

6) solid drive system with speed at least 8 miles. 

They are wanting are a pair of these ships, (large fishing boat type or small motor-sail boats) 
put to guard of the outer zone of the port and in correlation with the aerial recon, can constitute a 
most effective defense against submarine ambush; I say defense rather than hunting, in how 
mainly to employ these ships must be that to discover the submarine, signaling their presence, 
indicating the direction to the airplane, to make to change route to a steamship, to avoid in short 
the resolution of the ambush and the attack. Naturally the hunting can attend to the discovery with 
other means if they are available: to the ships in issue it does not have to ask in principle that the 
discovery, but for this must conveniently be, rationally equipped”. 

Just on the later observations of Benghazi, probably transmitted to the High Commando of 
the Navy from Libya Naval Command, they became centralized in the Cyrenaica port former 
Yugoslav minelayer ZIRONE, SELVE, ZURI equipped as submarine chasers (since we have seen 
two in action for the escort of the CASTELLON convoy) and some motor patrol vessels of the 
financial police to use with them for the searching, if not for the antisubmarine hunting. 

Subsequently the General Staff of the Navy, on date 12 August, arranged also that four large 
motor fishing vessels from Sicily were armed as such submarine chaser and envoys to 
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Benghazi. We transcribed the sheet containing integrally the orders of the High Command of 
Navy, therefore the chosen names and the dispositions will be able to verify approximately the 
armament and the equipments to assigned to said vessels: 


" Sheet of Supermarina 17640 of date 12 August 1941. 
SECRET HARBOR = MESSINA 
and, for information: 
MARILIBIA = TRIPOLI 
HARBOR = BENGHAZI 

SUBJECT: Ships for antisubmarine surveillance in Libya. 

1. Intensification of the enemy underwater activity on the coasts of Libyan and in particular 
in the environs of Benghazi, and the lack of average actions to counterattack, demands the urgent 
shipment to that area of large fishing boat for antisubmarine discovery and defense. 

2. The ships chosen and are thought to be suitable for the following scope are the local 


minesweeper: 
G.18 FV. ANNA 12th Squadron Lampedusa 
G.64 "  NICOLO' PADRE i. 7 F.N. Messina 
G.96 " GARIBALDI ‘ F.N. Palermo 
G.97 "  S. VITO PADRE " i F.N. Palermo 


3. They will be replaced by local minesweeper from the squadrons of the High Adriatic. 

4. The ships will be assembled in the center that the Naval Military Command will designate 
in order to disembark the equipment for dredging and execute the jobs - indispensable for the new 
service that they must disengage and that is: 

a) is hoped to examine the possibility to arrange on the motor fishing vessel Garibaldi a gun 
beyond one 76 millimeter and two the machine-guns of 8mm with which it is armed; 

b) for the other units it will remain the current armament and just add; 

-G. 18 FV. ANNA: I gun from 76/30 1 MG. 8 millimeter. 

- G 64 FV. NICOLO' PADRE: 1 gun from 76/30 1 MG. 8 millimeter. 
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- 97 G. FV. S. VITO FATHER: 1 gun from 76/30 1 MG. 8 millimeter. 
c) the units will have to be supplied of the following equipment: 
- 1 equipment r.t.f. T.P.A. 20 "C" and mounting for a hydrophone 
- | hydrophone tube 
- 2 rails for Depth Charges 
- 20 Depth Charges 
The hydrophones are taken from other ships of the employed centers, in attended of replaced 
from parts of Marinarmi Rome with the next supplies in course of introduction within the current 
month. 
6. The foretold ships will have to operate at the Command of un Official Chief Section 
(every two unit). 
7. It is ordered so. 
fm. The CHIEF OF GENERAL STAFF 
F.to SANSONETTI 


Beyond the equipment assigned to the minesweeper for the search of immersed submarines 
did not go beyond the "C" tubes, mediocre exclusively acoustic hydrophone apparatus, of most 
limited capacity and modest rendering, and is clearly that with such equipment it would have 
been difficult to vanquish the underwater danger. 

Such danger continued in fact to remain serious, in spite of the measures taken, aggravated 
more and more indeed with passing of the time, as commanders and crews of the English boats 
became more audacious and crafty. 

A good step ahead, in the field of the antisubmarine defense, was only made when a large 
share of the ships used for the escort of convoys were equipped with able SONAR equipment to 
carry out the search of submerged submarines by means of ultrasounds, (ecogononiometri), but 
that happened very slowly in relation because of modest possibility of the national industry. 

On the principle the SONARs were supplied to the ORSA type escorts, thereafter the 
torpedo boats of CIRCE and CLIO classes; nearly at the same time to the NAVIGATORI type 
destroyers 
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NAVIGATORI, they had German sonars. But it was only in the beginning of the summer of 


1942 that the convoys could be depend in one belt of light ships all equipped, or nearly all, with 
sonars. Also then the torpedoing of cargo vessels were the work of enemy submarines, but the 
losses for such cause diminished considerably. It also increased, as compensation, the number of 


the English submarines destroyed by our hunters. 


10/03/2000 
The Defense of the North African Convoys; Vol.1 


CHAPTER XIV 


TRANSPORTS CARRIED OUT WITH SUBMARINES 
UNTIL ALL SEPTEMBER 1941 


1° The traffic with submarines in 1940 


The worry that the event of war could involve excessive risks for surface ships if 
they had tried the lanes between Italy and Libya, and especially between Italy and 
Tobruk, induced the Italian High Command, as we have seen from the first pages of the 
present study, to consider the possibility to carry out the resupply of the units located in 
eastern Cyrenaica by means of submarines. Italy did not possess in 1940 the proper 
variety of submarines transport, but among the units of its underwater Fleet there were 
the submarine "mine layers" that would be make them better then the others because they 
had greater inner space and, mainly, they were equipped of wider hatches then the 
existing normal hatches on the other boats. It was agreed, of course, an perspective of the 
relative transport, for such boats the cargo ability was modest, a complex short refit had 
just been carried and rather than an extensive refit that was not wanted to be done in 
order not to renounce definitively the war employment of the units in class. 

At the start of the war Italy it possessed six submarine mine layers: the MICCA of 
approximately 1,000 tons displacement on the surface; FOCA, ATROPO, ZOEA, 
BRAGADINO, CORRIDONI. Of the last only three (the less recent) completed for use 
in 1940 after the transport of war materials to Libya; the other three, and especially the 
MICCA, came left the their normal 
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war tasks for laid down for of placing offensives minefields in proximity of the enemy 
bases. 

The first employed boat for naval transport was the ZOEBA. It was indeed the first 
ship in absolute sense that, during the war, its first job was to Libya with a cargo of war 
materials. 

Departed Naples June 18th at 16:45 with 49 tons of ammunitions of Army (17,770 
rounds of 47/32) reached Tobruk at 13:00 on the 21st after a navigation without events 
worthy of remark, completed part in surface and part in underwater. 

The ZOEA departed from Tobruk the evening of the 22nd headed to Taranto which 
it reached at 22:00 of the 24th. 

The cargo carried, as it has been shown, was of most insufficient nature; in 
compensation the submarine consumed 57 tons of fuel oil. Altogether she covered 1,415 
miles surface and 6.4 underwater. 

The 24th of June at 16:00 the BRAGADINO left from Naples, always heading to 
Tobruk. It had been demanded of the Navy for urgent transport of materials for the Air 
Force, between which was also cumbersome objects in large boxes, and transported in all 
only 30 tons of goods because nothing else was loaded by departure. 

The smallness and the nature of the cargo boarded on the BRAGADINO provoked 
correspondence between the General Staffs of Navy and the Air Force that is reproduced 
in Appendix 7. 

Arrived at Tobruk the evening of the 28th, the submarine left again for Taranto after 
approximately 24 hours reaching destination the 4th of July at 14:30. In outward 
navigation the boat it did not meet difficulty neither was subject to opposing contrast. 
This was not the case for the return as it turns out from the following extract of the 
relationship of the commander of the BRAGADINO, cap. di corv. Bandino Bandini: 

"6/30/1940 - 13:40 - 18:02. An airplane off the left bow at approximately 400 meters 
of distance is sighted and a crash dive executed; position of the boat: lat. 33° 40' long. 23° 
16’. At 13:43 during the dive phase and, when the SM. it had reached the 15 meters of 
depth, 3 explosions of bombs are heard. 

The progress of the dive reaches 80 meters shortly 
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meters of depth. At 13:45 other explosions of much near depth charges, and still others in the 
successive moments are heard. reached the depth of 80 m. verification strongly water infiltration 
from the sheath of the axis of Dr. It is proceeded to a greater serration of the seals and while the 
water entered in bilges of thermal breast and the premises is discharged, order the lightening the 
submarine by removing water. Executed the serration the infiltration comes much reduced. After 
approximately an hour after the dive noises of approaching propellers are perceived in the 
hydrophones. The explosions of depth charges followed with an irregular rhythm. After 
approximately 2 hours, from the noises found to the much distinguished hydrophones, strong and, 
the impression is had that several enemy units are approaching the point in which the Sm dived 
from several directions. From the 16:30 to 18:02 heavy explosions of depth charges are followed 
to - variable distances from the submarine, and many very near. The hydrophones perceive with 
continuance the nearest noises produced from propellers, by machines to turbines on several 
bearings. At 18:02 the explosions of last the two depth charges are heard and thereafter also the 
noises perceived by the hydrophones go away. During all the hunting, the Sm. has maintained to 
a lessened depth 80 m. with engines and all good engines - good gyrocompass - rudders vertical 
horizons and by hand. Variable routes in order to try to escape to the encirclement of surface 
ships operated in the area, but the impression is had the enemy followed with exactitude the 
movements of the Sm. In total we have perceived beyond 50 explosions of depth charges. 

22:05 - surfaced and resumed course. 

7/1/1940 - 9:10 - An airplane abreast of route parallel and in the same sense of few ours 
movements and to dr is sighted. Crash dive is executed and the depth of 80 m. is reached. Engines 
slow ahead. Position lat. 35° 14' long. 22° 14’. To the 10:35 the explosion of the first two bombs 
is heard, much close on the side sn., and other explosions are heard subsequently. After 
approximately 2 hours from the dive the hydrophones perceive noises of propellers approaching 
and the impression is had that the enemy Units execute the radial maneuvers of the previous day. 
The hunting comes but with low intensity of the previous day and at 18:35 the last explosions of 
depth charges are heard. Total of the explosions perceived approximately 20. 

21:10 - Surfaced and navigation with the thermal is continued. 
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7/2/1940 Ourselves submerged and maintained to depth 40-50 m. to 12:15 hours hear many 
explosions of depth charges and the depth of is reached 80m. At 13:00 hours other explosions of 
bombs, no noise to the hydrophones. 

20:56 - Surfaced and navigation on route is resumed". 

Attacks airplane and naval executed in obvious correlation between them, the submarine, 
moreover, it did not endure damages. 

The evening of the 2nd of July could resume navigation for Taranto where, as we have said, 
it reached in the afternoon of the 4th. 

Altogether the Sm. BRAGADINO consumed 38 tons of fuel oil covering, between round- 
trip, 1,477 miles on surface and 95 mls submerged. 

The last submersible employed for transport materials in Libya during 1940 was submarine 
CORRIDONI. 

Left from Naples the 30th June for Tobruk, reached without disadvantages in the Cyrenaica 
port 3 July evening. Its cargo consisted a few tons of materials for the Air Force and Navy. From 
Tobruk the CORRIDONI was sailed to Lero always for transport material. After this was last trip, 
for the reminder of 1940, to employ the submersible minelayers for the traffic with the Libya. At 
times some of them were still came used for material transport in Aegean, but only sporadically. 


2nd the traffic with Derna in 1941 


The advanced of the Italian-Germans troops in Cyrenaica in the spring of 1941 and the 
recapture of Bengasi, Derna, Bardia, induced the Commander of the operating troops to ask that 
the resupply of war materials and especially of ammunitions and benzene was carried out, via sea, 
in next anchorages most possible to the combat front; in particular way it came asked that the 
units in charge of the resupply land at Derna or, better, to Port Bardia. The problem, as - it will be 
said in chapter XII, par. 6, came carefully study from the High Commando of Navy and, while 
the possibilities were realized and modalities of a landing place of Bardia of the units used for the 
supply were begun immediately 
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enough regular and intense traffic with Derna with mine laying submarines. 

The first mine laying submarine left for Derna was the ATROPO (com.te c.c. E. Bandini, 
direttore di macchina t.g.n. Rinaldi). 

Left Taranto, with a cargo of tons 79 of ammunitions, 9 May, reached Derna the evening of 
12 May and it departed the morning of the 13 returning to Taranto the 15th. 

Covered 1,091 miles on the surface and 42 miles underwater with a consumption of 40 tons 
of fuel oil. In the course of summer 1941 the mine laying submarine carried out following the 
other missions for transport benzene and ammunitions to Derna: 


Sm. ZOEA (Com.te t. v. E. Lambertini, direttore di macchina cap. g. n. N. Bassetti). 
Departed from Taranto the 5/14/1941 
Arrived at Derna 5/17/41 at 18:45 hours 
Departed from Derna 5/18/41 at 03:00 hours 
Arrived at Taranto on 5/20/41 
Material transported . 80 Tons of ammunitions 
Miles covered on surface: 1,096; underwater: 86. 
Sm. ATROPO 
Departed from Taranto 5/18/41 
Atrived at Derna on 5/20/41 at 21:00 hours 
Departed from Derna on 5/21/41 at 06:48 hours 
Arrived at Taranto on 5/24/41 
Material transported: Ton. 79 ammunitions 
Miles covered on surface: 1,063: underwater: 92. 
From 08:25 hours to 19.20 hours of the day 22nd May it is sighted and violently pursued by ship, 
receiving no serious damage. 
Sm. ZOEA 
Departed from Taranto on 5/23/41 
Arrived at Derna on 5/26/41 at 19:35 hours 
Departed from Derna on 5/27/41 at 01:15 hours 
Arrived at Taranto at 5/29/41 
Material transported: 75 Tons of ammunition 
Miles covered on surface: 1,062; underwater: 78 
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Sm. ZOEA 

Departed from Taranto on 6/2/.41 

Arrived Derna on 6/4/41 at 19:40 hours 

Departed from Derna on 6/5/41 at 00:30 hours 
Arrived at Taranto on 6/7/41 

Material transported: 76 tons of ammunitions 
Miles covered on surface: 1,101; submerged: 62. 
Sm. ATROPO 

Leave from Taranto on 6/5/41 

Arrived Derna; on 6/7/41 at 20:10 hours 

Departed from Derna on 6/8/41 at 00:12 hours 
Arrived at Taranto on 6/10/41 

Material transported: 40 tons of ammunitions 
Miles covered on surface: 1,119; submerged: 32.9. 
Sm. ATROPO 

Departed from Taranto on 6/13/41 

Arrived Derna the 15.6.41 at 21:31 hours 
Departed from Derna the 6/16/41 at 03:20 hours 
Arrived to Taranto the 6/19/41, 

Material transported: 68 tons of ammunitions 
Miles covered in surface: 1,050; submerged: 116 
Sm. ZOEA (Com.te t. v. A. Campanella) 
Departed from Taranto on 6/23/41 

Arrived Derna on 6/26/41 at 20:40 hours 
Departed from Derna on 6/27/41 at 00:30 hours 
Arrived to Taranto on 6/29/41 

Transported Material: 76.594 tons . of ammunitions 
Miles covered on surface: 1,110; submerged: 80. 
Sm. ATROPO (Com.te cap. Corv. Guido D'Alterio) 
Departed from Taranto on 6/25/41 

Arrived Derna on 6/27/41 at 21:00 hours 
Departed from Derna on 6/28/41 to 01:50 hours 
Arrived at Taranto 7/1/41 

Transported Material: 40 tons of ammunitions 
Miles covered on surface: 1,072; submerged: 70. 
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Sm. CORRIDONI (Com.te cap. corv. Cunsolo Giovanni; d.m. ten. d. m. C. Giacosa) 
Departed from Taranto on 7/2/41 

Arrived Derna the 7/6/41 at 20:20 hours 

Departed from Derna the 7/7/41 at 02:00 hours 
Arrived to Taranto on 7/19/41 

Material transported : 43 tons of ammunitions 
Miles covered on surface: 1,077; submerged: 89,5. 
Sm. ZOEA 

Departed from Taranto on 7/4/41 

Arrived Derna the 7/7/41 at 20:15 hours 

Departed from Derna on 7/7/41 at 23:30 hours 
Arrived at Taranto on 7/10/41 

Material transported : 54 tons of ammunitions 
Miles covered on surface: 1,104; submerged: 860 
Sm. ZOEA 

Departed from Taranto 7/17/41 

Arrived Derna on 7/20/41 at 21:00 hours 
Departed from Derna on 7/21/41 at 01:00 hours 
Arrived at Taranto on 7/23/41 

Material transported : 54.855 tons of ammunitions 
Miles covered on surface: 1,110; submerged: 80. 
Sm. CORRIDONI 

Departed from Taranto 7/19/41 

Arrived Derna on 22.7.41 at 21:13 hours 
Departed from Derna on 7/23/41 at 03:00 hours 
Arrived to Taranto the 26.7.41 

Material transported : 58 tons of ammunitions 
Miles covered in surface: 1,110; submerged: 62. Smg. 
ATROPO 

Departed from Taranto on 7/21/41 

Arrived Derna on 7/23/41 at 23:30 hours 
Departed from Derna on 7/25/41 at 03:05 hours 
Arrived at Taranto the 7/27/41 

Material transported : 47 tons of ammunitions 
Miles covered on surface: 1,038: submerged: 125. 


10/03/2000 
The Defense of the North African Convoys; Vol.1 


326 

From May to July 1941 the submersible mine layers carried out 14 missions to Derna 
for transport ammunitions. 

Quantitative of supply transported in the considered period it emerged in total to 880 
tons. Not a lot, indeed decidedly little in comparison to the operating requirements of a 
modern Army, but more than a lot was absolutely impossible load to edge of the boats 
used after the service in issue. 

Also in order to render the transport of the few tens of tons of ammunitions possible 
they were loaded on everywhere with them it was necessary to not only stow the 
materials in the premises used after storage of mines and in the same space for torpedoes, 
but everywhere there was a little free space. In order to increase to the maximum the 
square footage available the officers and the crew dedicated to that minimal comfort that 
the submarines could offer them and made to arrange ammunitions to transport also in 
their berths and the even the lodge. 


3rd Submarines traffic of with Bardia 


While they carried out with success, is purely because of remarkable sacrifices, the 
transports ammunitions to Derna; by means of submarines, Adm. Weichold, head of the 
mission of Germanic Navy in Italy, explain to Supermarina the opportunity, and could 
indeed say the necessity, that Bardia was also taken advantage of for the unloading of the 
transport submarines. Not only, but the Amm. Weichold asked that such traffic be 
intensified employing the submarine mine layers and torpedo boats of antiquated type. 
The demands by Amm. Weichold is contained in letter 3442/41 dated 6 July 1941, 


The ARGUMENT is transcribed here integrally: Increase of the resupply by means 
submarines for Derna and Bardia. 

" The following R. Italian Marina considerations of the Seekriegsleitung Come 
subordinates to the General Staff of, unanimous expression answer and examination 
request. 

The general situation of the marine transports, especially in the zone of the central 
Mediterranean, included the ability: 
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of the ports of Tripoli and Benghazi, is not satisfactory, held account of the necessities of supply for the 
war in the North Africa. It will therefore have to be examined, under which aspects such service, can be 
improved held actual account. 

As already it was reported to the General Staff of R. Navy, the ammunition transport and, in part, also 
of materials of replacement for crews and motor vehicles with the submarines ATROPO and ZOEA it has 
been greeted with much satisfaction from Africa Korps and the General Quartermaster of the German 
army. Although relatively small quantities transported by the submarines to the port Derna; these quantities 
represented already a greatest lightening of the supply for the front, since the road for the front is the much 
shorter than that one as an example from the ports of Benghazi and Tripoli. Holding account of that, the 
General Staff of R. Navy had already arranged for the employment of two other submarines (CORRIDONI 
and MICCA) for the direct supply Derna. This measure was greeted with particular feelings of gratefulness 
of the Seekriegsleitung and, that is convinced the General Staff of connection, especially from Africa 
Korps. The Seekriegsleitung is convinced, also the General Staff of R. Navy is of the opinion that the 
possibility of the supply with submarines in a port close to the front, initial opportunity was a success, and 
could be expanded. The absolute necessity of just increasing this direct supply for the front resulting 
absolute necessity of between, delay, As well as the ulterior development of the situation of the front. 
The following measures for a greatly increasing of the supply with submarines seem possible: 

1) Organization of one or two bases on the Cretan coast. Temporarily anchoring of barges would be 
enough with: 

a) fuel for submarines, 

b) material of supply of the Army (in front line ammunitions and replacement parts). 

2) Employment of submarines with departure from Crete for Derna and Bardia, rather than traveling 
as far as Italy. It was declared that Bardia will make good test supply port. And obvious the advantage of 
such a solution: in the first place consists in the remarkable shortening of the road to make, 
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and with that ability to triple supply for every submarine would be possible. 

3) Employment of clandestine submarines for the transport for Africa, beyond to the 
four already employed or previewed. They could probably be used after such scope a 
curtain number of submarines that, because to their largeness and the others their worth, 
cannot be employed in the Mediterranean for actions of war and combat. Since the 
Seekriegsleitung supposes that the General Staff of R. Navy has already examined such 
possibility, it would be irritating to push the forward position over the deliberations. 

Concluding the apparently meager increase of the supply of front to the general 
requirements of the conduct of the war in Africa is also observed, in sure circumstances it 
could be of decisive importance for the situation to the fronts of Tobruk and Sollum. The 
demanded urgent increased without warning after the last battle of Sollum, for having an 
intensified ammunition supply and replacement parts possibly in the vicinity of the front, 
are a remarkable example. These demands will be able to more often repeat and in greater 


measure. 
F.to WEICHOLD" 


To the German demands, Supermarina answered pointing out that, loading at Suda in the 
island with Crete rather than to Taranto, the submarines would have saved, is true, a day 
approximately of navigation outbound and to the return, but the greater achieved speed 
would have been more theoretical that effective because to every three or four travels 
every boat would have equally had to return to Taranto for overhaul. Supermarina then 
added, in its answer to the Admiral Weichold: 

"And be taken in consideration the possibility to increase the number of used 
submarines to the transport operations, but has had to state that nobody of the units that 
currently could be designated for this service possesses a cargo ability above 
approximately 20 tons of heavy materials. Moreover, given the dimensions of the 
hatches, they could not embark the reduced ammunition cassettes, which those for guns 
and machine-gunner 
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If it is considered that the currently employed and able submarines to carry about 80 
tons of heavy materials, have in some travels only loaded 40 tons with cassettes (loaded 
to read and cumbersome), appear obvious that is not convenient to use in operations, that 
they involve remarkable risks, of the units that have a most limited the cargo ability". 

After all, until the end September 1941, only the submersible mine layer were 
employed for transport of ammunitions or gasoline to Cyrenaica. With the October 
commissioning came hardly used after the same scope also the submarines of great 
cruiser type SAINT BON and, subsequently, at the beginning of December, also some 
medium-range submarines and return from the Atlantic some of the boats during the 
course of the summer, to which was but necessary to carry out sensitive jobs of 
adaptation (MOCENICO, OTARIA, DANDOLO, MENOTTI, VENIERO, EMO, 
SETTIMO). 

In spite of the Germanic demands, submarine the transport continued but to always 
leaving from Taranto, but a pair of trips in December (SAINT BON and DANDOLO 
from Suda), because Taranto offered logistic advantages that they widely compensated 
the greater duration of the missions as for regarding Suda; in as far as the arrival port, 
Supermarina concurred that in summer-autumn that some submarine transport carried out 
for the supply to Bardia, although such source, worst equipped and moderately defended, 
it introduced difficulty of every kind to the units that approached. 

The experiencing the first such difficulty submarine ZOEA (com.te il t. v. Alberto 
Campanella; capo servizio C. N. il cap. C. N. Nireo Bassetti). Left from Taranto 6 
August 1941, with a cargo of 2,750 cans of gas-oil equal to 43,972 tons neat, 8 August 
the ZOEA was enduringly attacked from airplane and forced into defensive maneuvers 
and antiaircraft fire that moreover a Bristol Blenheim was shot down. At the dawn of 10 
August the ZOEA thankfully entered to Bardia received joyfully by the German 
Command and of General Rommel whom wanted to personally go aboard the unit for 
congratulations of the commander, the officers, and crew received a diamond for the 
completed mission 
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After this mission the Amm. Weichold therefore wrote, on date 16 August, to the 
Supermarina: 


MOST URGENT - SECRET 16 August 1941 


"I receive in this moment a urgent letter of the Head of the Supply Office for the Libya, 
capitano di corvetta Meixner, in which he writes between the other, with respect to Bardia, how 
much follows: I was present to the arrival and during the unloading of the first Italian submarine, 
and that is the ZOEA, to Bardia. General Rommel was happy. I have not ever approve as 
gratefully. In cordial thanks R. Italian Navy, he said literally: "If this Mr. is only one what, but 
the beginning of a continuous chain, then we are saved! ". General Rommel at 07:30 hours has 
boarded of the submarine, engaging himself with the commander; when he has introduce himself 
to all the officers saying that he will visit every submarine that arrives, when it arrives in Bardia. 
From the above results bravery as enormous as that attributed from the troops of Africa Korps to 
the Italian supply submarine, even if to the eyes of the local offices, perhaps the practical abilities 
could not be considered much larger. 

"From how much precede turn out that the Germanic offices turn live Italian prayer why are 
maintained at all costs refueling to us for Bardia, even if in future difficulties had to be met. 
These difficulties will be represented first by mines and enemy submarines. It is prayed therefore 
of wanting to take immediate measures of protection against the two aforesaid dangers. 

In order to obtain what is necessary I’m are sending to Bardia some small minesweeper, a 
minesweeper for magnetic mines, 1-2 unit for the hunting submarine as well as antisubmarine 
nets. 

For the antiaircraft protection the means of Africa Korps seem currently sufficient. It intend 


to dispatch others on relation of the actual ability to the port of Bardia. 
F.to WEICHOLD 


The ZOEA left Bardia few hours after having arrived and returned to Taranto 13 August, after 
being attacked in error from a German aircraft on the 11th 
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In the month of August 1941 the two following transports of war materials to Bardia 
by submarine was carried out still: SM. CORRIDDONI - (com.te Ugo Gentili; capo 
servizio g. n. ten. d.m.c. C. Giacosa) 

Departed from Taranto on 8 August, arrived at Bardia 12 August at 19:38 with a 
cargo of 48 tons. of ammunitions and 856 cans of gas-oil, equal to 13,735 tons. 

He leaves from Bardia 12 August at 13:40 and reaches Taranto the 17 August. 

Miles covered on the surface 1,431: submerged 85. 

The evening of 2 August, while it was docked at Bardia per the unloading of the 
materials, came under aerial attack that but did not produce damage. 

SM. ATROPO - (Com.te t. v. Libero Sauro; capo servizio g. n.ten. g. n. R. Rinaldi) 

Departed from Taranto 12 August, arrived at Bardia at 16:55 of the 16th with cargo 
of 3,044 cans of gas-oil to equal of 44,138 tons. 

Left again at 02:40 hours of the 17th, arrives at Taranto the 29th at 15:20. The 
reports of execution of the three aforesaid missions were synthesized from Supermarina 
in "Memorandum 141" dated 27 August, in which, between other things, it is said: 

"The units have acquitted their task with remarkable skill succeeding to shiningly 
exceed the difficulties and the risks inherent to the operation. 

The navigation proceeded on the surface until to a day before the arrival then is 
continued submerged during the diurnal hours of the day of the arrival in order to avoid 
sighting on part of the enemy. 

The entrance to Bardia generally effected after sundown, because of the danger 
introduced by aerial attacks in the area, attacks always frequent and in forces. 

Entered the in port in such conditions introduces some nautical difficulty for the lack 
of luminous signaling and the configuration of the coast that does not offer special 
characteristics for the acknowledgment. 

In port the unloading operations, carried out during the nocturnal hours by means of 
barges and of rubber rafts, supplied give 
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the Germanic army, durations about 4 hours in average aboard and carried out from 
the personal with the cooperation of German soldiers. 

And to notice that during the operations of unloading in case of aerial bombing the 
unit cannot submerge having open doors for the disembarkation of the material and is 
surrounded by the numerous lighters (until 6:00 hours) loaded with exceptionally 
inflammable material and without some effective means of anti-aircraft. 

Moreover an eventual maneuver of escape from the port is long and laborious giving 
the lack of water area. All the difficulties have been exceeded brightly by the 
commanders and the crews of the submarines have found with intimate pride the 
expressed satisfaction they give the German Commando of Bardia for the transport of the 
shipment body of essential material for the conduct of the war operations. 

Currently the traffic is temporary suspended in order to improve the efficiency of the 
torpedo net networks in order to prevent attacks directed to the ships in port. Such 
networks, in via of arrangement, will be ready today". 
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CHAPTER XV 
FACTORS OF THE CRISIS 
1* Losses in the absolute and relative sense 


From the beginning of the war until all August 1941 the traffics joining Libya had 
according carried out a rhythm more than acceptable and with losses, of mercantile ship 
and of escort units, perfectly bearable, inferior indeed to every optimistic forecast. 

Moreover, from June 1941, Supermarina had manifested some anxiety on the 
possibilities of maintaining in the near future the same volume of marine traffics recorded 
until that point, but it was be matter of determined worries already do not give a 
deficiency of ship in action, but from the predictions that such deficiency could 
substantiate later on and probably to heighten of the challenging pressure on our lines of 
communication in the central Mediterranean. 

Until the end of August 1941, therefore, the "battle of the Libyan convoys" had for 
Italy substantially satisfactory outcome; only the heavy losses of September rendered the 
atmosphere in this field grave. 

I then begin myself to speak about "crisis" (if I speak in the successive months until 
to the end of December more and more insistently) and the fears, already expressed from 
Supermarina in the June, were demonstrated founded. And not for the activity of the large 
English Fleet, that it made only two innocuous heading for the central Mediterranean - 
before the 22-26 July, second the 25-29 September - but for the aggressiveness, more and 
more intense and tenacious, of the enemies insidious means: submarines and airplane. 

Especially against the nocturnal aerial aggression the average defensives entered 
action with a curtain delay regarding 
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to apparent of the opposing activity and they remained always unavoidably confused then 
in comparison to the continuous British progresses. It was not in fact ever possible - for 
defect of adequate means - to effectively counter either the nocturnal aerial recognition, 
neither nocturnes torpedo bombers attacks. And neither was it ever successful, until the 
end of the war, to hamper , if not to frustrate, that collaboration between submarines and 
airplane, for the Italian marine traffics, were undoubtedly source of sensitive losses. 

It has been said, rather lengthy, in the previous pages, of the gravity of the losses 
endured by the Italian Merchant marine; now not is that to confirm how much it has been 
up to now affirmed, and that, the percentage of the tonnage sunk by the enemy, in 
relationship to the number of the steamboat-trips, was very low. 

It is not but sufficient only to consider the losses in relative sense; it is necessary also 
to see them in the absolute sense relating, not to more steamboat-trips, but to the number 
of the cargo vessels available, since the reduction of such fine cargo vessels necessarily 
with imposing a contraction in the volume of the traffic. And it is just starting from this 
point of view that Supermarina had manifested in the June its fears. 

A greater urgency in finding opportune ways of reacting to the aggressiveness of 
British submarines and aircrafts would sure have reduced the losses of mercantile ship, 
but also in such case it is without a doubt that the "crisis" would only have been 
postponed, never avoided as itself it's true - as we have repeatedly demonstrated - that the 
percentage of the losses regarding the steamboat-travel employed was always contained 
in tolerable limits, is not less true that amount of such losses during 31 months of war 
inexorably impoverish the ships available. 

The conclusion that derives from the two antithetical propositions approximately the 
losses in absolute and relative sense is that the availability of mercantile ship in Italy was 
insufficient to defend as lengthily a trade maritime as intense as it required for the 
operational demands about a large overseas war front 
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To the concerns expressed by the Supermarina, with the memorandum of June 1941, 
it was echoed Admiral Weichold, head of the German naval mission in Italy, on date 18 
August 1941 therefore wrote to the Germanic Admiralty: 

".,, the simple maintenance of the forces overseas demand a greater tonnage of what 
will be available if the losses continue to happen at current rate. An appreciable lessening 
of such losses cannot in any way be foreseen. Therefore, from a military point of view, 
there is a principle need to study the issue of the construction of new ships in order to 
replace the losses, especially in the case of Italy. Should besides look into the means of 
quicker production, lest it forms an void as put in danger the current theatre of the war or 
becomes a serious hindrance to future operations. This problem is a common interest 
German-Italian of military nature and of maximum urgency". 

The observations of the Amm. Weichold coincides, in its first part, with the 
considerations formulated by the Supermarina in the memorandum of the June. 

Contrarily, however, next to the problem of the construction would think Amm. 
Weichold and preparation of new mercantile ships had been taken in examination 
themselves long before the crisis of the autumn of 1941 began to take shape, and long 
before the autumn of 1941 was begun the construction of the fast cargo motor-ships was 
authorized. 

Moreover, when the losses of mercantile ship became alarming, the constructions 
was sped up, increasing also some resistance on part of the ship owners; and at the same 
time Germans programs were realized with the order sent to the yards still other 
steamboats and motor-ships, a new class of small tonnage. 

And opportune indeed to add that, while Amm. Weichold wrote, the fast motor-ships 
were already in an advanced stage therefore of construction they being able to take then 
the sea themselves from the first months of 1942 . They were just such motor-ships that 
allowed to assure the operating army, in the spring 1942, the supply necessary for the 
offensive reached the port of EL Alamein. 
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2™ The lack of fuel oil! 


Just as the increased mercantile ship losses, determining an atmosphere of "crisis", a 
new obstacle came to mainly complicate the organization of the convoys for Libya: the 
lack of fuel oil. 

The cunning commodity policy of supply put into effect by Adm. Cavagnari, the 
Italian Navy to the beginning of the conflict had 100,000 tons of fuel oil aboard the ships 
and 1,666,674 tons distributed in the most numerous tanks scattered in the bases of the 
Peninsula, of the Islands, the Colonies, the Aegean possessions. 

During the year 1940 100,000 tons of fuel oil a month over intake were consumed 
monthly in average not more than 15,000 tons. The supplies endured a drastic reduction 
consequently and obligated Navy, themselves from the beginning of the conflict, for a 
near reduction to a minimum the consumption, for other back to insistently speed up a 
regular and continuous supply by the German allied. 

And interesting to find that themselves from February 1941 Admiral Weichold had 
represented to the German High Command the difficulties in which the Italian Navy for 
the fuel oil deficiency found itself. 

" the effects of the situation of the fuel oil - wrote Admiral Weichold - it unites the 
already large potential of the enemy, and the happening also very scarcity of fuel oil. The 
High Command already finds a forefront of a crisis that influences the operating 
decisions. 

In future the concern not to be able to employ the naval forces will become more and 
more large, the defense will be weakened in consequence, while English will come 
spurred to greater activity. The war in the Mediterranean and the transport of the supply 
to Africa seriously are influenced by the fuel oil lack. All that regards the Germany as 
Italy and the consequences fall back exactly on the German soldier like on the Italian 
soldier. Since the last rationale for giving an aid is introduced that, as he is natural, can 
only come from German part. My acquaintance with the situation requires me to write the 
current declaration, what a drastic warning" 

The problem was discussed at the conference of Merano about the 
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Heads of the two Navies, in February 1941, and from then were always object of 
argument in all the talks between the high exponents of the Italian and German Armed 
Forces. 

At that time, however, and practically closer to the middle of 1941, Germany was in 
the same serious difficulties for supplying of combustible liquids and therefore its aids 
could not be other than insufficient and irregular. When it only could make use of the 
Rumanian production, the Germany was in a position to assuring a sure supply of fuel oil 
to Italy, but always in measure much inferior to the requirements of the Fleet and the 
traffics with the Libya. 

In the middle of 1941 the Germany engagement to send to - the Italian Navy 60.000 
tons fuel oil monthly. 

However not even such quantitative, much inferior to the Italian naval needs, were 
never supplied with regularity and the continuity that they would have been indispensable 
in order to concur a reasonable conduct of the operations. 

The supplies had beginning in the third trimester of 1941 with average of 20,000 tons 
a month, and then gradually increasing until reaching a maximum of 50,000 tons monthly 
towards the end of the year. 

In the meantime the Italian supplies were reduced, so that in the autumn of 1941 
totaled 220,000 tons. They continued then to dwindle in such a way that to the end of 
1942 the Italian Navy did not have more than 60,000 tons of combustible liquids all and 
sundry between numerous warehouses. 

And difficult to exactly establish within which limits the fuel oil deficiency and the 
frightening reduction of the supplies of combustible liquids has influenced on the 
organization of the convoys limiting the number of the convoyed ships and obligating the 
reduction in the number of light units from war assigned to every convoy: it is difficult, 
because there are elements that badly lend themselves to being classified in a precise 
formula; it weighed no doubt that the worrisome situation of fuel oil in the autumn of 
1941 weighed strongly on the decisions of the High Commando of the Navy also for that 
it has drawn with the marine traffics. 
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APPENDIX 1 


CONVOYS CARRIED OUT BETWEEN ITALY AND LIBYA 
AND THE COSTAL TRAFFIC ALONG THE LIBYAN COAST 


Warning: 


1. - The convoys carried out between Italy and Libya are all listed, correlated approximately 
to the date that have been possible to trace executed navigations. Those completed by single ships 
have been entered also like navigations of convoys, otherwise unescorted. 

2. - For entries referring to the costal traffic of along the Libyan coast, those navigations 
have been marked only for those units who are traced in the official documentation. Since the 
archives of the local Commands in Libya have been lost, it is unavoidable that the reconstruction 
of the costal traffic will present some gaps. Not serious, but neither essential. 

3. - In the column entitled "escort" the word "various" indicates that during the route 
dependent units from the Commands having jurisdiction on the waters have been alternating the 
escort service gradually as the convoy crossed. 

4. - Navigations carried out by the steamships used for the traffic of phosphates between 
Tunisia and Italy are not indicated; but in the rare cases in which the steamship had arrived or left 
from Libyan ports. 
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MONTH OF JUNE 1940 


Date hour and Date hour and locatio 
location of departure Transport Ship Escort Notes arrival 


19th 20:30: hours 12th sq DD: Artigliere, with an anti-tank battery of 
from Naples for Geniere, Camicia Nera, the R. Army & 300 men of}21st 14:00 hours at 
Bengasi Aviere the crew Bengasi 


14th sq TB: Procione first convoy for Libya with 
25th 2:15 hours from |SS Esperia, MS. (f.s.), Orsa, Pegaso, |937 men & 2.775 tons of 
Naples for Tripoli Victoria Orione, material 26th 13:30 at Tripoli 
25th 22:00 hours 
from Naples for 
Tripoli MSa. Ramb Ill 


with provisions for the R. 

Army 27th 13:30 at Tripoli 
About 2 Military batteries 

and relative armament. 

Since the pm. of the 28th 

intercepted by the British 

VII Sq Cr (Orion Neptane 


Sidney Gloucester 

Liverpool) defended a learn 

battle: (Ostro and Zephyr 

assumed flight when the 

Espero was sinking at 29th 8:00 hours, Ost 
18:00 hours & Zeffiro at Bengasi 


27th 22:45 hours 
from Taranto for 2nd sq DD: Espero, 
Tobruk Ostro, Zeffiro 


28th June 13:00 
Hours from Catania 
for Tripoli MSa. Lago Tana 


MONTH OF JULY 1940 


po 

direct: 14th sq TB. 

Procione (f.s.), Orsa, 

Pegaso, Orione. 

distant: 1st Cr. Div: 

Zara, Fiume, Gorizia; 
2nd July 13:00 hours 9th sq DD: Alfieri, 
from Tripoli for SS. Everia, MS. Carducci, Oriani, 4th 23:00 hours at 
Naples Victoria Gioberti Napoli 





29th 22:30 hours at 
Tripoli 





343 


Date hour and 
location of 
departure 
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Transport Ship 








Date hour 
and 


location of 
arrival 





2nd Cr Div: Bandenere, Colleoni; 10th DD 
sq: Maestrale, Libeocio, Grecale, Scirocco. 





6 July 19:45 
hours: from 
Naples for 
Benghazi 


SS. Esperia, MS 
Marco Fosearini, 
Vettor Pisani, 
Calitea. 


Direct: 2nd Cr Div: Bandenere, Colleoni; 
10th DD sq: Maestrale, Libeccio, Grecale, 
Scirocco; 14th TB sq Procione, Orsa, 
Orione, Pegaso. 





hours from 
Catania for 
Benghazi 


sez Tp: Pilo Abba; a distanza per entrambi i 
convogli: Il Squadra: Inc Pola con 12° sq Ct: 
Lanciere Carabiniere Corazziere Ascari I° 
Div Inc: Zara Gorizia Fiume; 14° sq Ct: 
Alfieri Carducci Oriani Gioberti 3° Div Inc: 
Trento Bolzano 11° sq Ct. Artigliere Camicia 
Nera Aviere Geniere 7° Div Inc: Eugenio di 
Savoia Duca d’Aosta Attandolo 
Montecuccoli 8° sq Ct: Graliatiere Fuciliere 
Bersaglie re Alpino | Squadra: 5° Div Cr: 
Cesare Cavour 7° sq Ct: Freocia Sdetta 
Dardo Strale 8° sq Ct. Folgore Fulmine 
Balena Lampo 14° sq Ct. Vivaldi Da Noli 
Pancaldo 15° sq Ct: Pigafetta Zeno 4° Div 
Inc: TB div: Pilo; Abba; distant for both 
convoys: Il Fleet: CA Pola with 12th Sq DD: 
Lanciere; Carabiniere; Corazziere; Ascari; 
1st CA Div: Zara; Gorizia; Fiume; 14th DD 
sq: Alfieri; Carducci; Oriani; Gioberti; 3rd CA 
Div: Trento; Bolzano; 11th DD sq: Artigliere; 
Camicia Nera; Aviere; Geniere; 7th CL Div: 
Eugenio di Savoia; Duca d’Aosta; Attandolo; 
Montecuccoli; 8th DD sq: Graliatiere; 
Fuciliere; Bersagliere; Alpino; | Fleet: 5th 
BB Div: Cesare; Cavour; 7th DD sq: Freocia; 
Sdetta; Dardo; Strale; 8th DD sq: Folgore; 
Fulmine; Balena; Lampo; 14th DD sq: 





Vivaldi; Da Noli; Pancaldo; 15th DD sq: 


By escorting of the |ditto 
convoy question 

caused the battle of 
Punta Stilo (9 July 

1940). 
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Date hour and location of Transport Ship 
oepari 2 


MONTH OF JULY 1940 
Escort 


Da Barbiano; Di Giussano; 
Cadoma; Diaz; 8th CL Div: Duca 
degli Abruzzi; Garibaldi; 10th DD 
sq: Da Recco; Usodimare; 
Pessagno 


Notes 
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Date hour and location of 


re fA 





SS Esperia; MS 








SS Esperia; MS 











SS Esperia; MS 








SS Esperia; MS 


TB Orione 10th 15:00 hours at Tripoli 
TB Orsa transfer of the 13th at 19:15 hours at 

TB Castore 15th at 16:15 hours at Tripoli 
TB Climene 





17th at 9:30 hours to 
Benghazi 











SS Esperia; MS 
Calitea; V. Pisani; F. 
Barbaro; M. Foscarini 


Benghazi for Naples 


25th at 21:00 hours from 
Genoa for Benghazi 


SS(salv). Rampino 


Operation T.V.L. the 27th at 
5:30 hours from Naples for 
Tripoli 


SS. Maria Eugenia, 
Gloria Stella, Mauly, 
Bainsizza; MN Col di 


direct: 4th DD sq: Procione (FS); 
Orione; Pegaso; Orsa; at a 
distance: 8th CL Div: Duca degli 
Abruzzi; Garibaldi 10th DD sq:. 
Maestrale; Grecale; Scirocco; 


various according to the 
jurisdiction 


MONTH OF AUGUST 1940 
direct: from Naples: 4th TB sq: 
Procione, Orione, Orsa 


soste a Naples 
Messina Augusta 
Pantelleria 


21st at 00:30 hours a 
Naples 


2nd August at 22:00 hours 
to Benghazi 


1st August at 9:45 hours at 
Tripoli 
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Date hour and location 
of departure 

Vel. 7.5 kts - Stopped 

at Catania on the 

evening of the 28th July 

departs morning of the 

31st. 
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MONTH OF AUGUST 1940 


Date hour and location 
of arrival 


Transport Ship 


Lana; F. Barbaro; Citta 
di Bari 


Pegaso; from Catania: 
10th DD sq: Maestrale, 
Libeccio, Grecale, 
Scirocco 





29th at 00:30 hrs from 
Naples for Benghazi 
speed 16 kts - Stopped 
at Messina the 
afternoon of the 29 
departs morning of the 
31st 


SS. Marco Polo, MS. 
Citta di Napoli, Citta di 
Palermo 


from Napoli to Messina: 


13th TB sq: Circe; Clio; 
Climene; Centauro; 
from Messina to 
Bengari: 1st TB sq: 
Airone; Ariel; Alcione; 
Aretusa; distant per 
entrambi i convogli e 
per la durata dell'intera 
operazione (30-7 - 
1-8-1940): Pola (c. sq). 
con 1st CA Div: Zara; 
Fiume; Gorizia; Trento; 
9th DD sa: Alfieri; 
Oriani; Carducci 
Gioberti; 12th DD sq: 
Lanciere; Carabiniere; 
Corazziere; Alpino; 4th 
CL Div: Da Barbiano Di 
Giussano; 15th DD sq: 
Pigafetta; Zeno 
Malocello 7th CL Div: 
Eugenio di Savoia; 
Duca degli Abruzzi; 
Attendolo; 
Montecuccoli 13th DD 
Sq: Granatiere; 
Fuciliere Bersagliere; 
Ascari 


31st at 24:00 hours to 
Benghazi 





30th at 00:30 hrs 
Trapani for Tripoli 


SS Caffaro; Bosforo 


TB Vega; Perseo; 
Papa; Cascino 


1st August at 12:00 
hours to Tripoli 





2nd August at 8.30 
hours: from Tripoli for 
Benghazi 





SS Maria Eugenia; 
Gloria Stella; Mauly; 
Caffaro; MS Col di 
Lana; Citta di Bari 





14th TB sq: Procione; 
Orione; Orsa; Pegaso 


4th August at 12:00 
hours to Benghazi 
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Date hour and location 
of departure 


MONTH OF AUGUST 1940 


Transport Ship Escort 


Date hour and location 
of arrival 





2nd at 20:30 hrs; from 
Bengazi to Tripoli 

3rd at 17:00 hours; 
from Tripoli per 
Benghazi 

4th at 20:00 hours; 
from Tripoli for 
Benghazi 


Citta di Napoli, Citta di |12th TB sq: Airone (f), 
Palenno Aretusa, Altair, Alcione 


SS. Bosforo, TB Castore (f), 
SS.Sardegna Centauro, Cascino 


MS Marco Polo, MS___|12th TB sq: Airone (f), 
Citta di Napoli, Citta di }Aretusa, Altair, 
Palermo Alcione 


3rd at 21:30 hours at 
Tripoli 


5th at 13:00 hours at 
Benghazi 


6th at 7:00 hours at 
Benghazi 





5th at 8.30 hours; from 


Benghazi for Derna & 
Tobruk 

6th at 6:00 hours from 
Tripoli for Naples 


SS (Salv) Rampino varies 


MS(a) Ramb Ill 


10th at 10:30 hours at 
Tobruk 

8th at 21:00 hours at 
Naples 





6th at 8:00 hrs from 
Benghazi for Tripoli 


7th at 8:00 hrs from 
Benghazi for Tripoli 


SS. Sardegna TB Castore 

SS Marco Polo, MS 12th TB sq: Airone (f), 
Citta di Napoli, Citta di |Aretusa, Altair, 
Palermo Alcione 


7th at 15:00 hrs at 
Tripoli 


8th at 7:00 hrs at Tripoli 





10th at 10:30 hrs from 
Tripoli per Benghazi 


SS Bainsizza, Ravenna|TB Papa (f) Centauro 


12th at 18.30 hrs. at 
Benghazi 





10th at 21:00 hrs from 
Tripoli for Benghazi 
11th at 9:00 hrs from 
Tobruk for Benghazi 


SS. Marco Polo, F. 
Barbaro 

SS Argentea, Silvano 
Mira TB Cascino 


2 ships from the 12th 
TB Squ 


11th at 02:30 hrs. at 
Benghazi 

13th at 8:00 hrs. at 
Benghazi 





12th at 09:00 hrs from 
Palermo for Tripoli 


SS. Absirtea, Zena TB Cigno 








14th at 17:00 hrs. at 
Tripoli 
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MONTH OF AUGUST 1940 


Date hour and location Transport Ship "Date hour and 
of departure location of arrival 


12th @ 11:45 hrs from MS(a) Citta di Barletta various 14th @ 17:15 at Palermo 
Tripoli for Palermo MS Marin Sanudo SS 
Rapido 


12th @ 14:00 hrs from SS. Marco Polo TB Orione (f) Pegaso 13th @ 10:30 at Tripoli 
Benghazi for Tripoli 
12th @ 19:00 hrs from SS. Maria Eugenia Gloria Tp Pegaso Sth @.10:00 
Benghazi for Tripoli Stella Mauly MS Col di Tripoli 
Lana 
13th @ 01:00 hrs from SS. Goggiam 5th @ 01:30 hrs at 
Derna for Benghazi Benghazi 
13th @ 12.30 hrs from SS. Achille Mest Caucaso TB Antares 7th @ 13:00 
Palermo for Tripoli Tripoli 
13th @ 20:00 hrs from MS(a) Citta di Bari 4th @ 13:30 
Tobruk for Benghazi Benghazi 
13th @ 22:30 hrs from SS Lino Campanella various 5th @ 08:00 hrs at 
Tobruk for Benghazi 


Benghazi 
13th @ 21:30 hrs from SS. Leopardi MS Citta di TB Papa Loopardi torpedoed by 14th @ 12:00 hrs Citta di 
Benghazi for Derna Messina the SM Osiris sunk 6 mls Messina at Benghazi 
to the west of Tolmetta @ 
03:00 hrs of the 14th, the 
Citta di Messina returned 
to Benghazi 


14th @ 08:00 hrs from SS. Delia; r. n. Cherso TB Castore (until the 16th @ 19:00 at Palermo 


Tripoli per Palermo 20th) TB Sagittario (to 
destination) 
16th @ 02:30: hrs from MS Citta di Messina TB Centauro 16th @ 14:00 at Benghazi 
Derna for Benghazi 

















15th @ 17:00 hrs from MS Citta di Messina TB Centauro 
Benghazi for Derna 

16th @ 12:30: hrs from MS Citta di Bari, Lago DD Tuibine morning of the 18th at 
Benghazi for Tripoli SS Argentea Tripoli 

16th @ 16:00 hrs from SS Sardegna 2 ships of the 14th TB sq 19th @ 00:30 hrs at 
Tripoli for Benghazi 


Benghazi 
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MONTH OF AUGUST 1940 


Date hour and Transport Ship Escort Notes "Date hour and 
location of location of 
departure arrival 


16th @ 18:00 hrs from SS Prospero 17th @ 08:00 at Tobruk 
Derna & Tobruk 


16th @ 18.30 hrs from SS Marco Polo MS Citta TB Procione Orsa Orione 18th @ 03:00 hrs at 
Tripoli for Palermo & di Napoli Citta di Palermo & Pegaso & in the night Palermo & 
Napoli 10th DD sq: Maestrale 19th @19:00 at Naples 
Grecale Scirocco 
Libeccio & Ist TB sq: 
Airone Ariel Alcione & 
Aretusa 


7th @ 10:30 hrs from SS Ascianghi 19th @ 16:00 hrs at 
Benghazi for Tripoli Tripoli 

7th @ 05:00 hrs from Pest Romagna; AO Lino Tp Papa the morning of the 20th at 
Tripoli for Palermo Palermo 


7th @ 16:00 hrs from SS Maddalena Odero various Night of the 19th at 
Benghazi for Tripoli Tripoli 


7th @ 17:00 hrs from SS Elisa various the Afternoon of the 18th 
Tobruk for Dema & @ Derna & the morning 
return to Bengasi of the 20th @ Benghazi 


7th @ 18:00 hrs from Pest Speranza various 21st @ 10:30 hrs at 
Tripoli for Benghazi Benghazi 
8th @ 01:00 hrs from SS Mauro Croce Ezilda TB Papa 20th @ 15:00 hrs at 
Benghazi for Tobruk Croce Priaruggia Santa Tobruk 
Chiara 
8th @ 11:00 hrs from SS Pozzuoli Pest DD Borea 21st @ 09:00 hrs at 
Palermo for Tripoli Persiano Tripoli 
8th @ 16:00 hrs from SS Mauly; Mn Col di TB Pegaso 21st @ 08:00 hrs at 
Tripoli for Palermo Lana Palermo 
8th @ 20:00 hrs from MS F. Barbaro TB Centauro 20th @ 11:00 hrs at 
Benghazi for Tripoli Tripoli 
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Date hour and location of Transport Ship Escort Notes "Date hour and location 
departure of arrival 


18th @ 22:00 from SS Monte Gargano TB. Cascino the morning of the 20th @ 15:00 hrs at 
Benghazi for Derna & 22nd while still at anchor Derna & hence Ain-el- 
Ain el-Gazala at Menelao in the golf of Gazala 
Bomba & is aerial 
torpedoed & sunk 


18th @ 23:00 from MS Marco Foscarini TB Calliope (until of the 20th @ 22:30 hrs at 
Naples for Tripoli & 14:00 hrs of the 19th) TB Tripoli & the 26th @ 
Benghazi Andromeda (until at 15:00 hrs at Benghazi 
Tripoli) TB Cigno (until 
at Benghazi) 


19th @ 19:00 from SS(salv). Rampino various 20th @ 13:00 hrs at Ain- 
Tobruk for Ain-el-Gazala el- Gazala & the 22nd @ 
& Bengasi 11:30 hrs at Benghazi 


20th @ 02:00 from SS Gloria Stella, Maria TB. Orsa 22nd @ 17:00 hrs at 
Palermo for Tripoli Eugenia Tripoli 


20th @ 19:00 from SS Verace Doris Ursino Attacked by SM evening of the 21st at 
Tobruk to Benghazi the day of the 21st; 5 .mg Benghazi 
to the NW of Ras Hilal 
con lanci failiti il Papa 
attacked the SM with DCs 
& sinks him at 15:00 hrs 


21st @ 16:00 from SS Caffaro Sardegna various 23rd @ 08:00 hrs at 
Benghazi per Tripoli Tripoli 
evening of the 21st from SS Carnia, MS DD. Turbine 23rd @ 14:30 hrs at 
Tripoli for Benghazi Citta di Livorno Benghazi 
the night of the 22nd from SS Bainsizza various 24th @ 08:30 at Tripoli 
Benghazi for Tripoli 
22nd @ 06:00 from SS Ravenna, MS Citta di TB Procione 23rd @ 06:00 at Derna 
Benghazi for Derna Messina 
the morning of the 22nd SS Celio TB of the Procione squ. 23rd @ 12:00 hrs at Ain- 
from Benghazi for Ain-el- el Gazala 
Gazala 
22nd @ 12:00 from SS Caffaro, Bosforo various 24th @ 14:00 hrs at 
Benghazi for Tripoli Tripoli 
22nd @ 16:00 hrs from SS Goggiam various 24th @ 09.30 hrs at 
Benghazi for Tripoli Tripoli 
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MONTH OF AUGUST 1940 


Date hour and location of Transport Ship Escort Notes "Date hour and location 
departure of arrival 

22nd @ 18:00 hrs from Mest Alcione various Stopped at Trapani 26th @ 09:00 hrs at 

Palermo for Tripoli Tripoli 

22nd @ 19:00 hrs from MS Adele various 23rd @ 10:00 hrs at 

Tobruk for Bardia Bardia 

22nd @ 20:00 hrs from SS Esperia TB Circe Clio (ending ay Stopped at Tripoli from 24th @ 07:00 hrs at 

Naplesz for Tripoli & Palermo); 13th SS sq: 7:00 to 11:00 hrs on the Tripoli & the 25th @ 9:30 

Benghazi Alpino (f) Bersagliere, day of the 24th hrs at Benghazi 


Fuciliere. (ending at 
Tripoli & Benghazi) 


23rd @ 06.30 hrs from SS Pallade TB Procione 
Benghazi for Ain-el- 
Gazila 


23rd @ 08:00 hrs from SS Luigi Rizzo 
Ain-el- Gazala for Tobruk 
23rd @ 19:30 hrs from SS Motia, Sirena various 
Tripoli for Benghazi 
24th @ 06:25 hrs from MS Barbaro, Lago Tana TB Andromeda 26th @ 18:30 hrs at 
Tripoli for Palermo Palermo 
: oo 


24th @ 13:00 hrs at Ain- 
el-Gazala 


24th @ 20:15 hrs at 
Tobruk 


25th @ 23:00 hrs at 
Benghazi 


25th @ 14:20 hrs fro SS Caffaro, Bosforo TB Orione 27th @ 13:00 hrs at 
Tripoli for Palermo 


Palermo 
26th @ 07:00 hrs SS Santa Chiara with tug TB Papa 
Ain-el-Gazala fe 
Benghazi 
m MS Citta di Messina TB Papa (each way on the 23rd @ 10:30 hrs at 
preceding mission) Benghazi 
m SS Absirtea, Zena TB Climene LoS 27th @ 15:30 hrs at 
26th @ 19:30 hrs from SS Esperia 13th DD sq: Alpino (f), 29th @ 03:30 hrs at 
Benghazi-for Naples Bersagliere, Fuciliere Naples 





27th @ 15:30 hrs at 
Benghazi 


26th @ 14:00 hrs fr 
Derna for Benghazi 


0 
26th @ 15:00 hrs fro 
Tripoli for Benghazi 
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MONTH OF AUGUST 1940 


Date hour and location of Transport Ship Escort Notes 
departure 
(Ending at Trapani) TB 
Aldebaran, Andromeda (Ending 
at destination) 
27th @ 06:30 hrs from MS Citta di Livorno, SS. 
Benghazi for Dema, Tobruk & Sirena, Motia 
Ain-el- Gazala 
29th @ 00:15 hrs from Tobruk SS Mauro Croce, Ezil da Croce, TB Cascino 
for Benghazi Prospero 


29th @ 00.30 hrs from Naples MS. A. Gritti, V. Pisani, da TB Cantore ending at Trapani; 
for Tripoli Trapa (Tug), Salvatore 1? TB Sagittario ending at 
destination 


29th @ 07:00 hrs from Palermo Pest Marangona, SS. S. Giov. TB. Sirio 
for Tripoli Battisti 

29th @ 18:30 hrs from Ain-el- SS. Pallade TB. Cigno 
Gazala For Benghazi 

the morning of the 30th tug. Salvatore I R.D4 
fromTripoli for Benghazi 


MONTH OF SEPTEMBER 1940 


2nd @ 10:30 hrs from Tobruk MS Citta di Livomo, SS. TB Abba 
for Benghazi Priaruggia 

2nd @ 11:30 hrs from Benghazi SS Argentea TB Climene 
for Tobruk 





2nd @ 13:45 hrs from Benghazi SS Rampino various Stopped at various points of the 
for Tobruk cost for recovery 

4th @ 00:30 hrs from Tripoli MS Gritti DD Borea 

for Benghazi 





"Date he 
arrival 


29 @ 18:2 
29th @ 1° 
Motia & / 
29th @ 6: 


30th @ 22 


31th @ 22 


31st @ 06 


9/3 @ 12: 


3rd @ 11: 


3rd @ 12: 


16th @ leé 


6th @ 10: 
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MONTH OF SEPTEMBER 1940 


Date hour and location Transport Ship Escort 

of departure 

4th @ 00:40 hrs from Derna for MS Bice 

Benghazi 

4th @ 08:30 hrs from Tripoli SS Bainsizza, Achille TB Procione 
for Palermo & Naples 

Sth @ at dawn from Benghazi Pest Elisa SV(m) Igea Pest Elisa dispatched to Derna 
to Tobruk 

Sth @ 06:30 hrs from Benghazi SS Zena, Carnia; MS Citta di TB Castore 
for Tripoli Messina 

Sth @ 07:30 hrs from Benghazi MS M. Foscarini TB Castore 
for Tripoli 

Sth @ 18:30 hrs from Benghazi SS Pallade 

for Tripoli 


6th @ 00:30 hrs from Benghazi SS. Santa Chiara, Ezilda Croce TB Abba (returned to Benghazi 
for Derna & Tobruk for engine problems - 10:00 hrs 
of the 7th) 


6th @ 17:00 hrs from Tripoli MS. Amba Alagi; SS. TB Pilo 
for Benghazi Marangona, San Giovanni 
Battista 


Sth @ 22:00 hrs from Naples SS Marco Polo, MS F. Barbaro TB Circe, Aldebaran (ending at 
for Tripoli Trapani), 14th DD. sq: Tarigo 
(f), Da Noli, Usodimare 


7th @ 07:30 hrs from Naples SS. Gloria Stella, Maria TB Orione & various diverted to Palermo the 

for Tripoli Eugenia, Ogaden 7th, there comes at 12:00 
hrs of the 8th and some 
returned at 20:00 hrs of 
the 9th 





"Date h 
of arriv 


the afternc 
Benghazi 


6th @ 16: 
Oth @ 11: 
6th @ 07 
7th @ 00 
6th @ 13: 


the morni 


7th @ 18: 


7th at 07:: 
at 16:00 I 
Tobruk 


8th @ 20: 


12th @ 11 
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MONTH OF SEPTEMBER 1940 


Date hour and location of Transport Ship Escort Notes 
departure 

7th @ 14:00 hrs from Trapani for SS. Costantina various stopped at Pantelleria & 
Tripoli Lampedusa 

7th @ 17:00 from Benghazi for SS Priaruggia; MS Vulcan; SV TB Cascino 

Tobruk Virgo Laurentana & Luciana 

8th @ 01:00 from Tripoli for SS Marco Polo; MS F. Barbaro DD Da Noli (f), Targo, Malocello 

Benghazi 

8th 14:00 hrs Benghazi for SS. Erice, Marocchino DD Aquilone 

Tobruk 

8th @ 14.30 hrs from Benghazi Tug Salvatore I. with various Tow et at Tobruk 
for Ain-el-Gazala 


8th @ 16:00 hrs from Benghazi MS Adele 

for Tobruk 

8th @ 17:30 hrs from Tobruk for Pest Elisa, SV Igea & Sparviero various 
Derna & Bardia 


9th @ 15:30 hrs from Naples for SS Castelverde; MS Tergestea TB Sirtori 
Tripoli 

9th @ 17:30 hrs from Trapani for Pest Teodolinda, Irma; SS Ninfea ee 
Tripoli 


9th @ 20:00 hrs from Tobruk for SS Verace, Doris Ursiao, Luigi TB ed 
Benghazi & Ain-el-Gazala Rizzo 


10th @ 14:00 hrs from Benghazi SS Amba Alagi DD Aquilone 
for Derna 
10th @ 16:00 from Tripoli for MS. M. Foscarini MS(a) Citta di Bari & various 
Palermo 


10th @ 16:30 hrs from Benghazi SS Marco Polo 14th DD sq. Da Noli (f), 

for Naples Usodimare, Tarigo from Messina 
(17:40 hrs of the 11th) TB. 
Cantore 
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MONTH OF SEPTEMBER 1940 


Date hour and location Transport Ship 

of departure 

10th @ 18:00 hrs from SS. Mauly, Caffaro, MS. Col 
Naples for Tripoli di Lana 

10th @ 18:30 hrs from Dema SS. Elisa 

for Tobruk 

the morning of the 11th SS. Santa Chiara 

Tobruk for Benghazi 


the morning of the 12th from SS. Elisa 
Tobruk for Derna 


12th @ 16:00 hrs from SS. Sardegna, Zenc 
Benghazi for Tripoli & 
Palermo 


12th @ 18:30 hrs from SS. Adele 
Tobruk for Bardia 


12th @ 18:50 hrs from Derna SS. Amba Alagi 

for Benghazi 

13th @ 12:00 hrs from SS. Vincenzina, Absirtea; 
Tripoli for Palermo Mest Alcione 

13th @ 20:00 from Tripoli SS. Snia Amba, Mira, Avionia 
for Benghazi 


14th @ 09:00 hrs from Tug Audax with 6 Mp SS. 
Benghazi per Tobruk Rampino 


14th @ 09:30 hrs from Mn A. Gritti 
Benghazi for Tripoli 

14th @ 10:45 hrs from SS. Doris Ursino 
Benghazi for Tripoli 

14th @ 10:45 hrs from SS. Edda, Tenace 
Palermo for Tripoli 


TB. Pegaso 


TB. Sirio, Sagittario, 
Centauro 


TB. Orione 


TB. Cigno 


R.B. 4 


Tp Pegaso 


TB. Aldebaran 
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Date hour and location of Transport Ship Escort Notes 
departure 

14th @ 17:30 hrs from Tripoli for SS. Maria Eugenia, Gloria Stella TB. Cairoli 

Benghazi 

14th @ 23:30 hrs from Benghazi SS. Mauro Croce, Prospero, TB. Pilo 

for Derna & Tobruk Marocchino 

15th @ 07:30 hrs from Benghazi SS. Amba Alagi Various 

for Tripoli 


15th @ 09:00 hrs from Tripoli for Pest. Caucaso, Persiano Various 
Palermo 
15th @ 23:00 hrs from Naples for SS. Capo Orso, Capop Vita TB. Orsa Ls 


Tripoli 


16th @ 11:00 hrs from Tripoli for Mest. Rosanna, Tug Pronta with 5 

Benghazi Mp 

16th @ 19:00 hrs from Tobruk for SS Ezida Croce, Priaruggia, TB. Pilo 

Benghazi Argentea 

17th @ 16:00 hrs from Tobruk for SS Rampino Various 

Ain-el-Gazala 

Afternoon of the 17th from MS. Barbaro during exit of port, explosion 

Benghazi for Tripoli damaged at stern likely magnetic 
mines, latter recovered 

18th @ 02:30 hrs from Ain-el- SS Verace 

Gazala for Benghazi 


18th @ 10:00 hrs from Palermo SS. Santa Paola, MS Galata TB. Centauro from Trapani to 

for Tripoli destination; TB. Altair & 
Sagittario ending at Trapani, 
afterwards as reinforcment 


18th @ 10:00 hrs from Naples for SS. Marco Polo, Esperia TB. Cabtore & Prestinari Ending 

Tripoli at Trapani, afterwards the 14th 
DD Squ: Da Noli, Tarigo, 
Malocello (the morning of the 
19th) 





356 


Date hour and location Transport Ship 

of departure 

19th @ 16:00 hrs from SS. Castelnuovo, Bosforo TB Calliope 
Naples for Tripoli 


— a 
19th @ 21:30 hrs from SS Santa Chiara, Mira, Snia TB Abba 

Benghazi for Tobruk Amba 

21st @ 04:15 hrs from Tripoli MS A. Gritti TB Pegaso 

for Naples 

21st © 06:00 from Naples MS M. Foscarini TB Procione 

for Tripoli 


19th @ 19:00 hrs from Derna 
for Tobruk & Back 


20th @ 21:30 hrs from 
Tripoli for Mersa Gazala 


21st @ 12:00 hrs from SS. Ezilda Croce, Priaruggia TB. Mosto 
Benghazi for Tripoli 


21st @ 15:00 hrs from 
Benghazi for Tripoli 


22nd @ 14:30 hrs from 
Tripoli for Palermo 


22nd @ 17:00 hrs from 
Benghazi for Tripoli 
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SS. Argentea; Pest TB. Cairoli 
Marangona; MS Citta di 

Livomo 

SS. Silvano, Doris Ursino, 

Algerino 


10/03/2000 


Tp Orsa ending at sunset the 
day of the 22nd; TB 
Aldebaran, from the sunset 
of the day of the 22nd 


ending at the destination; TB. 


Altair & Sagittario reinforce 
for smg alarm from the 10 
day 24th 





Ty Ty Ty CN AY Ty —_ sy Ay 


Ty 


Ty 


Ty 
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22nd @ 18:00 hrs from Tobruk SS. Mauro Croce, Marocchino TB. Abba stopped at Benghazi (23rd - 24th) 
for Tripoli 

22nd @ 18:00 hrs from Tobruk SS. Igea various 

for Bardia, 


24th @ 13:00 hrs from Naples. for 


Tripoli 


24th @ 17:00 hrs from Tobruk for SS. Elsia various 
Derna 


14th DD Squ: Da Noli, Tarigo, 
Malocello; Borea, Aquilone 
ending at Trapani; TB. Dezza 
from Trapani to destination 


24th @ 19:00 hrs from Tripoli for 
Palermo & Naples 


24th @ 23:30 hrs from Tripoli per 


Bengasi & Tobruk 


the night of the 24th from Tripoli 
for Tobruk & Ain-el-Gaza 


26th @ 06:30 hrs from Benghazi 
for Tobruk 


27th @ 13:00 hrs from Trapani for 
Palermo 


SS Aquitania; MS. Riv TB. Circe 


SS. Marco Polo, Esperia 


TP Pilo ending at Benghazi TB 
Cosenz Benghazi to Tobruk 


SS Sirena, Famiglia, 


Pest Ninfea with Pest Teodolinda various 


a towing, SS. Avinia 


Tug Ponta with 6 Mp 


SS Ogaden; Pest Marangons; MS 
Citta di Livorno 


TB. Orsa 


stopped at Trapani at 05:00 hrs of 
the 26th departed at 11:30 hrs of 1 
3 October 


the Famiglia was torpedoed 
outside of Ras Aamer by a 
submarine @ 09:30 hrs on the 
28th submatrine sunk by TB> 
Cosenz 


di puggiata to Ain-el Gazala @ 
09:30 hrs of the 28th ,at Benghazi 
at 10:00 hrs of the 30th, continued 
later for Tobruk 


di puggiata to Ain-el Gazala @ 
17:00 hrs of the 28th continued 
later for Tobruk 


27th @ 13:30 hrs from Derna for SS. Amba Aradam various stopped at Pantelleria & 
Benghazi Lampedusa 

27th @ 18:30 hrs from Trapani ? various stopped the 28th at Tobruk 
for Tripoli 
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Date hour and location of Transport Ship Escort Notes 
departure 


27th @ 20:00 hrs from Tug Salvatore, MS Galata TB Cairoli 
Tripoli per Benghazi & 
Ain-el-Gazala 


™ est (,) 


Pe 


29th @ 11:00 hrs from SS. Santa Chiara, Motia; TB Cosenz ] 
Tobruk for Benghazi Tug Poliferno 2 
MONTH OF OCTOBER 1940 


1st @ 09:00 hrs from SS Motia various 
Benghazi for Tripoli 


2nd @ 09:45 hrs from Ain- el- SS Ninfea various 
Gazala for Tobruk & back 


2nd @ 18:00 hrs from Tobruk for SS Prospero TB Papa 
Benghazi 

3rd @ 06:30 hrs from Tripoli for SS Carnia, Capo Orso; TB Abba 
Palermo 








4th @ 15:00 hrs from Tripoli for SS Santa Paola, Bosforo TB Procione 
Palermo & Naples 

4th @ 15:00 from Benghazi for SS Argentea, Priaruggia TB Cairoli 
Tobruk 


4th @ 17:30 hrs from Pest Utilitas; SS San Giovanni TB Sirtori 
Benghazi for Tripoli Battista, Prospero, Ravenna 


4th @ 18:00 hrs from Tripoli for SS Capo Vita various 
Benghazi 
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departure 
4th @ 18:30 hrs from Ain- el- MS Galata 
Gazala for Porto Bardia 
Sth @ 20:15 hrs from Ain- el- MS Col di Lana Tp Mosto ending at Benghazi; from Benghazi a Tripoli in convoy 
Gazala for Benghazi TB Climene ending at Tripoli with tug Salvatore I 


Sth @ 20:25 hrs from Ain- el- SS Pallade, Vemce TB Papa 

Gazala to Derna & Tobruk 

6th @ 10:30 hrs from Tripoli for SS Maddalena G TB a 

Benghazi 

6th @ 12:00 hrs from Trhx @i for MS V. Pisani eS Procione 

PaJermo 

6th @ 19:30 hrs from Tobruk for SS Avionia Sirena, Erice TB Cairoli ending at Benghazi; 
Tripoli TB Centauro to destination 

7th @ 12:30 hrs from Tripoli for SS Mauro Croce, Maria TB Aldebaran 

PaJermo Santissima; tug Polifemo 


7th @ 18:00 hrs from Palermo for MS Giulia TB Sirio 
Tripoli 


8th @ 17:45 hrs from Naples for SS Tembien, Zena TB Calipso; TB Sagittario from stopped at Trapani for damage of 
Tripoli Trapani the Calipso, returned the 10th @ 
07:30 hrs 


aca _—_ ee 


9th @ 13:00 hrs from Tripoli for MS Col di Lana; SS Caffaro TB Cosenz 
Palermo & Naples 

9th @ 13:00 hrs from Tripoli for SS Costantina various 
Benghazi 


10th @ 08:00 hrs from Benghazi SS Luigi Rizzo various 
for Tripoli 





10/03/2000 
The Defense of the North African Convoys; Vol.1 


360 
MONTH OF OCTOBER 1940 


Date hour and location of Transport Ship Escort Notes 
departure 

10th @ 10:00 hrs from Tripoli for MS M. Foscarini Various 
Benghazi 

12th @ 02:30 hrs from Tripoli for SS Tenace, Amba Aradam; Pest TB Climene 
Benghazi Utilitas 

12th @ 18:30 hrs from Benghazi SS Maddalena, Ezilda Croce, TB Mosto 
for Tobruk Goggiam 

14th @ 15:30 hrs from Naples for MS Tergestea TB Orione 
Tripoli 

14th @ 16:00 hrs from Tripoli for SS Motia, S. Giov. Battista TB Circe 
Palermo 


14th @ 16:00 hrs from Benghazi SS Capo Vita; Mn Amba Alagi TB Papa 

for Tripoli 

14th @ 17:00 hrs from Tobruk for SS Ninfea, Priaruggia, with 4 Mp TB Cairoli ending at Benghazi; 
Benghazi TB Pallade to destination 

14th @ 17:00 hrs from Tobruk for SS Snia Amba 

Tripoli 


14th @ 18:00 hrs from Tripoli for SS Santa Chiara; MS Flli Garré 
Palermo & Trapani 


14th @ 19:00 hrs from Palermo MS Rosa; Mest Pro Pattia, Labor TB Missori ending at Capo Bon, 
for Tripoli with a ship for Tripoli 

14th @ 22:00 hrs from Tobruk for SS Argentea TB Mosto ending at Benghazi; TB 
Tripoli Climene to destination 
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Date hour and location Transport Ship 

of departure 
15th @ 05:00 hrs from Palermo SS Livenza TB La Farina ending at Trapani 
for Tripoli then TB Climene 


15th @ 07:20 hrs from Derna for SS Verace various The day 16th @ 08:00 hrs, 
Benghazi probable magnetic mine, sinks by 
the head at the port of Benghazi 
15th @ 07:30 hrs from Tripoli for SS Amba Aradam various 

Benghazi 

16th @ 12:00 hrs from Benghazi MS Barbaro; SS Pallade TB Pilo 

for Tripoli 


16th @ 18:00 hrs from Tripoli for SS Aquitania, Luigi Rizzo, Capo TB Sirio 
Palermo Vita 


19th @ 12:00 hrs from ii - MS Amba Aradam 

Benghazi for Derna 

19th @ 13:00 hrs from Tripoli for SS Costantino con 5 Mp various 
Benghazi 


20th @ 04:00 hrs from Tripoli SS Ravenna, Avionia Tp Centauro, ending at sunset of 
for Palermo the 20th then TB Calipso ending 
at destination 


20th @ 10:00 hrs from Derna for MS Amba Aradam 
Tripoli 


20th @ 10:30 hrs from Tripoli for MT Labor, Pro Patria; MS Rosa; TB Sagittario 
Tobruk & Ain-el- Gazala SS Marocchino 


Tipo = " . er ‘ eae ae 
Tripoli 


21st @ 21:00 hrs from Naples for SS Marco Polo, Esperia sec Tp Clio, Calliope, ending at the DD Strale at Trapani (17:00 

Tripoli Palermo (@ 08:20 hrs of the hrs of the 22nd) for engine 
22nd) poi 7th DD sq: Freccia, damage, departed the 22nd at 
Dardo, Strale, Saetta 13:00 hr 
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23rd @ 18:30 hrs from Tripoli for SS Castelverde; MS Tergestea TB Sirtori 
Benghazi 


24th @ 09:15 hrs from Tripoli for SS Esperia, Marco Polo 7th DD sq: Freccia (f), Dardo, 
Benghazi Saetta, Strale 

24th @ 22:00 hrs from Tripoli for SS Capo Vita various 

Naples 

25th @ 17:00 hrs from Benghazi SS Esperia, Marco Polo 7th DD sq: Freccia (f), Dardo, 
for Tripoli Saetta, Strale 

26th @ 18:00 hrs from Tobruk for MS Rosa various 

Bardia 

27th @ 07:30 hrs from Ain-el- SS Ezilda Croce, Marocchino various 

Gazala for Benghazi 

27th @ 13:30 hrs from Tripoli for SS Prospero; MS Amba Alagi TB Climene 

Benghazi 


27th @ 14:00 hrs from Benghazi SS Ninfea, Priaruggia TB Sagittanro 
for Tobruk 


25th @ 15:30 hrs from Benghazi MS M. Foscarini TB Cascino 
for Tripoli 


27th @ 21:00 hrs from Tripoli for SS Marco Polo, Esperia 7th DD sq: Freccia (f), Darxio, the 7th DD sq leave the escort 
Naples Strale, Saetta ending at Trapani, 18:15 hours of the 28th 
then TB Alcione 


28th @ 08:00 hrs from Bardia for MS Rosa various 
Tobruk 

29th @ 15:30 hrs from Benghazi MS Amba Alagi various 
for Tobruk 
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Date hour and Transport Ship Escort Notes "Date hour and locati 
location of departure arrival 

29th @ 21:00 hrs from Derna SS Elisa various 31st @ 08:30 hrs at Tripoli 
for Tripoli 
29th @ 23:00 hrs from Tripoli SS Amba Aradam various 1st November @ 11:30 hrs at 
for Benghazi Benghazi 
30th @ 08:00 hrs from SS Tenace various 3rd November @ 15:00 hrs at 
Benghazi for Tripoli 
30th @ 16:30: hrs from SS Prospero TB Sirtori 1st November @ 07:30 hrs at 
Bengasi for Derna 


30th @ 17:00 hrs from Mest Ticino; SS Mira TB Sagittario ending the convoy, reaches Benghazi, 2nd November @ 12:30 hrs at 
Tobruk for Tripoli with 4 SV(m) at Benghazi (10:45 31 October at 10:45, hrs pause 
hrs of the 31st) then some hours then the tanker 
TB Climene Ticino and the SS Mira 
continue for Tripoli 


30th @ 1800 hrs from Tobruk Mest Pro Patria; MS various 31st October @ 09:00 hrs Pro 
for Derna & Bardia Galata at Dirna & 3rd November @ ( 
hrs Galata at Bardia 


30th @ 19:00 hrs from SS Ninfea various 1st November @ 18:00 hrs at 
Tobruk for Benghazi Bengasi 
MONTH OF NOVEMBER 1940 
Date hour and location Transport Ship Escort Notes "Date hour and locati 
of departure arrival 

1st @ 06:15 hrs from Derna for MS Pro Patria Ist @ 17:15 hrs at Tobruk 
Tobruk 
1st @ 09:00 hrs from Derna for SS Vincenzina Sth @ 13:00 hrs at Tobruk 
Tobruk 
2nd @ 04:00 hrs from Tripoli SS Argentea, Zeno TB Pilo 10th @ 04:00 hrs at Palermo 
for Palermo 
2nd @ 05:00 hrs from Palermo SS Pegli, Rapido TB Pegaso 4th @ 12:15 hrs at Tripoli 
for Tripoli 
2nd @ 08:30 hrs from Tobruk SS Goggiam TB Sirtori 8th @ 20:30 hrs at Tripoli 
for Tripoli 
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MONTH OF NOVEMBER 1940 


Date hour and location of 
departure 


2nd @ 15:35 hrs from Tripoli for Palermo MS Barbaro, M. TB Papa 
Foscarini 


Transport 
Ship 


2nd @ 17:30 hrs from Tobruk for Bardia 


the night hours of the 2nd from Tripoli for 
Benghazi 


3rd @ 07:30 hrs from Derna for Benghazi 
3rd @ 11:00 hrs from Rengasi for Tobruk 


SS Adele, Igea 


SS Snia-Amba, 
Pallade 


SS Prospero 


SS Amba Aradam, 
Ascianghi 


TB Sirtori (first 
section) 


TB La Farina 


TB Caiorli 


4th @ 17:30 hrs from Benghazi for Tripoli 


4th @ 18:20 hrs from Tripoli for Palermo & 
Naples 


Sth @ 05:00 hrs from Palermo for Tripoli 


Sth @ 17:00 hrs from Benghazi for Ain-el- 
Gazala 


SS Castelverde; MS 
Tergestea 


SS Lina 
Campanella, 
Pozzuoli 


TB Sagittano 


TB Cascino 


SS Sturla, Nirvo, TB Castore 
Irma Calzi 


SS Pallade 


various 


10/03/2000 


4 Nov. at 10:00 hours the SS. Snia-Amba 
was torpedoed 10 miles S.W. of Benghazi 
by a SM. not sinking & latter is carried 
intact to Tajunes the 7th. Recovered & 
latter repaired to return to the Libyan 
service 





"Date 
of arr 


4th @ 0 


4th @ 0 


4th @ 0 


4th @ 2 
Bengha: 


Sth @ | 


Sth @ 1 


Sth @ 1 


the mor 


7th @ 0 
15:40 ht 


8th @ 1 


6th @ 0 
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Sth @ 18:00 hrs from Tobruk for Tripoli SS Sabbia TB Cairoli (from stopped at Benghazi at 9th @ 10:00 hr 
Benghazi) 08:30 hours on the night 
of the 7th 


Sth @ 20:00 hrs from Naples for Tripoli MS Calino TB Clio brief delay at Palermo 7th @ 17:30 hr 
Sth @ 23:00 hrs from Tripoli for Benghazi MS Giulia TB Climene 7th @ 12:30 hr 


5th @ 23:00 hrs from Ain-el-Gazala for Tobruk SS Ninfea 6th @ 13:00 hi 

6th @ 08:00 hrs from Ain-el-Gazala for SS Pallade TB Mosto 8th @ 12:30 hi 

Benghazi 

6th @ 17:00 hrs from Tripoli for Palermo Mest Tioino; SS Sirena TB Sirio stopped at Trapani untill 11th @ 16:30} 
at 21:00 of the 9th 


7th @ 05:00 hrs from Palermo for Tripoli SS Ogaden, Ernesto pera i. 9th @ 10:00 hr 
7th @ 10:00 hrs from Benghazi for Tobruk Ms Citta di Barletta, with ee oh the afternoon o 
2 FV(m) 


10th at 10:00 h 


9th @ 08:30 hr 


7th @ 18:00 hrs from Tobruk for Tripoli SS Priaruggia, Amba TB Mosto stopped at Benghazi the morning of 
Alegi until 08:30 of the 9th 

7th @ 18:30 hrs from Tobruk for Bardia & MS Rosa various 

return 


7th @ 18:30 hrs from Benghazi for Tobruk SS Ezilda Croce, TB Sirtori 
Marocchino 
7th @ 21:00 hrs from Tripoli for Trapani Mest Alcione; SV(m) various stopped at Pantelleria 13th @ 10:30 I 
Sparviero, Giuseppina 
| ee eee 


8th @ 18:00 hrs from Tobruk for Bardia & SS Vincenzina various 

return 

9th @ 12:00 hrs from Benghazi for Tripoli SS Priaruggia TB Cairoli various escort during the night of the 
the navigation 


11th @ 08:00 1 


9th @ 17:00 hrs from Tobruk for Derna MS Pro Patria a 
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Date hour and location of Transport Ship 
departure 

9th @ 17:45 from Tobruk for SS Ninfea 

Benghazi 


11th © 09:45 from Tobruk for SS Galata 


“Date hour and 
location of arrival 
P| 11th @ 18:30 hrs at Benghazi 


15th @ 08:45 hrs at Derna 


Ain-el-Gazala & return to Derna 





11th @ 00:30 from Tobruk for SS Marocchino TB Sirtori 12th @ 07:30 hrs at Ain- el- 
Ain-el-Gazala Gazala 

12th @ 17:45 from Tobruk for Ee 16th @ 21:30 hrs at Tripoli 
Tripoli 


13th @ 05:40 from Tripoli for SS Bainsizza, TB Sagittario 15th @ 11:00 hrs at Palermo 


Palermo Castelverde; MS 

13th @ 10:30 from Pantelleria 3 SV(m) 15th @ 15:00 hrs at Tripoli 
forTripoli via Lampedusa 

13th @ 10:50 from Tripoli for SS Rapido, Tembien TB Montananri 15th @ 12:00 hrs at 
Benghazi Benghazi 

13th @ 15:45 from Benghazi for SS Pallade, Amba TB Mosto 16th @ 11:15 hrs at Tripoli 
Tripoli Alagi 

13th @ 19:30 from Naples for SS Amsterdam, Capo TB Procione 16th @ 14:00 hrs at Tripoli 
Tripoli Orso 

evening of the 13th from Tobruk SS Vincenzino 14th @ 7:30 hrs at Tobruk, 
for Derna & return the return 

13th @ 23:50 from Palermo for Pcst Marangona, TB Chinotto 16th @ 14:15 hrs at Tripoli 
Tripoli Giovanni Maria 

14th @ 17:15 from Tobruk for Mest Labor 15th @ 07:00 hrs at Derna 
Derna 

15th @ 10:30 from Benghazi for SS Goggiam Ls 19th @ 00:30 hrs at Tripoli 
Tripoli 


Tergestea 
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departure 


15th @ 10:45 from Tripoli for MS Calino TB Castore, Pegaso 
Benghazi 

15th @ 15:50 from Benghazi for MS Giulia TB Sirtori 
Tripoli 

16th @ 17:00 from Benghazi for Mn Calino TB Castore 
Tobruk & Tripoli 

16th @ 17:30 from Tripoli for SS Ezilda Croce various 
Benghazi 

evening of the 16th from Ain-el- SS Marocchino TB La Farina 
Gazala for Bengasi 

16th @ 17:30 from Tobruk for SS Maddalene G TB Montananri 
Tripoli (via Benghazi 11/17th-18th) 


17th @ 14:00 from Benghazi for SS. Livenza TB Pegaso 
Tripoli 

18th @ 22:30 from Tripoli for Tug Polifemo with 2 lighters & 

Benghazi tow 

19th @ 08:30 from Palermo for SS Iris, Multedo TB Missori 
Tripoli 


19th @ 10:00 from Naples for Tripoli SS Bosforo, Caffaro; Pest Velino TB Orsa diverted to Trapani from 
(from Trapani) 21st to 23rd (9.30) for 
naval alarm 


16th @ 17:30 from Tobruk for Ain- SS Galata 
el-Gazala 


21st @ 01:50 from Naples for Tripoli SS Esperia, Marco Polo DD. Turbine, TB Orione pause at Palermo from 
(ending at a Palermo); 14th DD 21:00 hours 10th to 
sq: Vivaldi (f), Da Noli, Tarigo 22:00 hours 17th for 
(from Palermo 22 nov.) naval alarm 





"De 
loca’ 


16th @ 06 


17th @ 08 


17th @ 1¢ 
the 20th ¢ 
18th @ |] 
18th @ 12 
21st @ 08 
18th @ 15 
Gazala 
19th @ 1( 
22nd @ 1 


22nd @ 0! 


23rd @ 06 


23rd @ 1¢ 


the morni 
Tobruk 
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departure 


21st @ 17:00 hrs from Tripoli for Tobruk SS. Mira, Edda TB Castore, Chinotto | 
22nd @ 04:00 hrs from Tripoli for SS. Giulia, Livenza TB Pegaso 

Palermo 

22nd @ 20:30 hrs from Tripoli for TB Calipso TB Clio 

Palermo 

23rd @ 08:40 hrs from Palermo for Mest Berbera, Ennio; SS. TB Calipso 

Tripoli Eridano 

23rd @ 18:35 hrs from Benghazi for SS. Tembien TB La Farina 

Tripoli 


24th @ 17:30 hrs from Derna for Mest Labor 

Benghazi 

25th @ 18:00 hrs from Tripoli for Pest Marangona, Sturla 

Benghazi 

27th @ 12:00 hrs from Tripoli for Pest Irma Calzi TB Montanari 
Benghazi 

28th @ 20:30 hrs from Benghazi for SS. Sturla, Marocchino, Ezilda TB Sirtori 
Derna, Tobruk & Ain-el-Gazala Croce 

28th @ 21:00 hrs from Tripoli for MS Giovanni, Maria Rosa 

Benghazi 

29th @ 17:00 hrs from Benghazi for Pest Marangona TB Climene 
Tripoli 

29th @ 18:00 hrs from Tripoli -for SS. Capo Orso TB Mosto 
Benghazi 





"Date ho 
of arrival 


the night of tl 


25th @ 08:40 


24th @ 07:00 


26 


27 


25 


28 





h @ 09:00 


h @ pm.a 


h @ 04:00 


h @ 10:00 


1st Decembe1 
Benghazi 


30th Nov. thr 
Derna & Ain: 


1st December 
Benghazi 


30th @ 17:00 


1st Decembe1 
Benghazi 
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MONTH OF NOVEMBER 1940 


Date hour and location of Transport Ship 
departure 


29th @ 20:00 hrs from Tripoli for Palermo SS. Marco Polo, Esperia 14th DD sq: Vivaldi (f), Tarigo, 
& Naples Da Noli 


ee eis ‘<—_—<—$_|— 
30th @ 08:00 hrs from Tripoli for Susa SS. Pegli, Priaruggia (ecccaeee| 


30th @ 16:30 hrs from Benghazi for Tripoli SS. Rapido =] 


MONTH OF DECEMBER 1940 
Date hour and location of Transport Ship 
departure 


1st @ 00:15 hrs from Naples for Tripoli MS A. Gritti, Col di Lana DD eee al 
1st @ 11:00 hrs from Tripoli for Tobruk & Ms Rosa various 
Benghazi 
1st @ 16:00 hrs from Tripoli for Palermo SS. Nirvo, Sabbia; Mest TB Orsa 

Berbera 
1st @ 21:00 hrs from Naples for Tobruk MS Calino TB Orione (ending at Trapani) 

then TB Procione 

2nd @ 14:00 hrs from Tripoli per Benghazi SS Bosforo, Ascianghi TB Calipso Lo 


2nd @ 16:00 hrs from Naples per Tripoli SS Sabaudia, Silvia TB Cosenz (ending at Trapani) 
Tripcovich then TB Papa 
3rd @ 10:15 hrs from Palermo per Tripoli SS Caucaso; Pest Ennio; TB Pegaso 
Rest Po 
3rd @ 14:00 hrs from Tobruk per Benghazi SS. Marocchino TB Sirtori (in a sortie from 
Benghazi) 
3rd @ 14:00 hrs from Derna per Benghazi SS Sturla TB Sirtori (in a sortie from 
Benghazi) 


3rd @ 14:00 hrs from Benghazi per Tobruk SS Prospero; MS Giovanni TB Chinotto 
& Maria Rosa 








“Date ho 
of arriva 


30th Nov. @ 
at Palermo 
at Naples 

2nd Decemb 


the night of | 


5th Decembi 


“Date ho 
of arriva 


Sth @ 10:00 


15th @ 08:0 


Sth @ 09:00 


3rd @ 16:00 


4th @ 14:30 


Sth @ 12:30 


6th @ 00:30 





Sth @ 15:00 


Sth @ 15:00 


Sth @ 10:30 


10/03/2000 
The Defense of the North African Convoys; Vol.1 


370 
MONTH OF DECEMBER 1940 
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3rd @ 16:00 hrs from Tripoli for Tobruk MS Calino TB Procione stopped at Benghazi Sth @ 
at 21:00 hours of 
the 4th until 01:30 
hours of the Sth 


3rd @ 20:00 hrs from Tripoli for Benghazi SS Pailade, Tenace ec | 6th @ 
3rd @ 21:00 hrs from Derna for Tobruk MS Pro Patria a | | Sth @ 


4th @ 08:30 hrs from Tobruk for Benghazi SS Amba Aradam various with pause at Derna 1st Jar 
Bengh 
4th @ 13:00 hrs from Benghazi for Tripoli TB Centauro loo ell 7th @ 


Sth @ 20:00 hrs from Naples for Tripoli MS M. Foscarini, Cilicia, Maria TB Circe (ending at pause at Palermo 11th ( 
Palermo) then TB the 8th & 9th 
Orsa 

7th @ 05:00 hrs from Palermo for Tripoli SS Ogaden 


9th @ 


9th @ 


7th @ 12:00 hrs from Tripoli for Sfax SS Rapido wee to = Sl 
7th @ 13:00 hrs from Tripoli for Benghazi SS Caffaro ee i dl 9th @ 
8th @ 05:30 hrs from Tobruk for Derna Mcst Labor (i cee | 9th @ 


8th @ 05:45 hrs from Ain-el-Gazala for Tobruk MS Galata 10th ¢ 
8th @ 14:00 hrs from Benghazi for Tripoli SS Ascianghi, Capo Orso 


12th ¢ 


8th @ 15:00 hrs from Naples for Tripoli SS Castelverde, Fenicia, Capo Vita TB Clio ending at 
Trapani than TB Papa 


11th ¢ 
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Date hour and location of Transport 

departure Ship 

8th @ 17:30 hrs from Benghazi for Ain- SS Promontore DD Da Mosto 
el-Gazala 


8th @ 17:30 hrs from Tripoli for Palermo SS Mauly, TB Orione SS Marangona hits two mines subsequently, to the 
Tembien, SS S. of Pantelleria the 10th at 13:30 hours, sinks at 
Marangona 16:30 hours of the same one day. The SS Tembien 
lent attendance to the damaged ship & she rescues 
the crew 


12th @ 03:00 hrs from Tripoli for SS Riv, DD Turbine (returned to 
Palermo Aansterdam Tripoli the night of the 
12th) 


12th @ 21:00 hrs from Tripoli for SS Ogaden, TB La Farina 
Benghazi Multedo 


13th @ 02:00 hrs from Naples & Palermo SS Egperia, TB Cosenz, Cascino 
for Tripoli Conte Rosso, (until Palermo) and 
Marco Polo thereafter 14th DD sq: 

Vivaldi (f), Da Noli, 
Tarigo, Malocello, 
departed from Palermo 
14th at 10:15 hours 
escort at a distance: CL 
Bande Nere, Giussano, 
DD Aseari, Carabiniere 


13th @ 03:45 hrs from Tripoli for SS Fenicia TB Orione 
Benghazi 

13th @ 13:00 hrs from Tripoli for 

Palermo 


13th @ 17:00 hrs from Benghazi for SS Costantino, TB Mosto 
Tobruk Sturla 





"De 
loc: 


10th 
Gaza 


11th 


Mau 


12th 


14th 


retur 
16:1: 


15th 


19th 


17th 


15th 





15th 
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Date hour and location Transport Ship Escort "Date h 
of departure of arriv 
13th @ 20:00 hrs from Naples MS Seb. Veniero TB Clio (ending at Trapani) 15th @ l€ 
for Tripoli thereafter TB Sagittario 

14th @ 19:00 hrs from SS. Marocchino, Bosforo TB. Castore, Missori (f) 18th @ 17 
Benghazi for Tripoli 

15th @ 12:00 hrs from Palermo SS. Amsterdam DD. Turbine 17th @ 21 
for Tripoli 


15th @ 18:00 hrs from Tobruk SS. Ezilda Croce, Mira (ending TB. Chinotto (ending at 18 @ 14:( 
for Tripoli at Benghazi) Benghazi Benghazi, 
Ezilda Cro 


15th @ 22:30 hrs from Trapani Pest. Lina various the afternoon of the 17th, in 
for Tripoli navigation near Lampedusa & 
Tripoli, hit by aerial bombs and 


16th @ 07:30 hrs from Ain-el- SS. Promontore TB. Chinotto 18th @ 17 
Gazala for Benghazi 

16th @ 16:00 hrs from Tobruk MS Pro Patria 18th @ 21 
for Derna 


19th @ 02:45 hrs from Palermo SS. Norge (frig.), Peuceta, Luigi convoy attacked by aerial 22nd @ 1 
for Tripoli Rizzo torpedo bombers the day of the Rizzo at T 
21st @ 16:30 hrs to the west of 
Kerkennah is., SS. Norge & 
Peuceta hit by torpedos & sunk 
in about 3 hours 


19th @ 10:00 hrs from Tripoli SS Esperia, Conte Rosso, 14th DD sq: Vivaldi (f), Da 20th @ 2¢ 
for Naples Marco Polo Noli, Tarigo, Malocello; TB 
Orione 


19th @ 12:00 hrs from Naples SS Aquitaria, Bainsizza; Mn TB Cosenz ending at Trapani, 22nd @ 1 
for Tripoli Assiria TB Clio from Trapani, TB 

Castore & Centauro from 

Tripoli 
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Date hour and location of departure Transport Ship 
19th @ 23:00 hrs from Naples for MS Rialto 

Tripoli 

20th @ 11:00 hrs from Benghazi for MS Rosa; SV(m) Aosta 

Tripoli 


20th @ 16:00 hrs from Benghazi for Pest Irma Calzi TB Chinotto 
Tobruk 


20th @ 18:00 hrs from Benghazi for SS. Promontore, Mira, Ninfea, TB. Montanari 
Tripoli Pallade, Ezilda Croce 
20th @ 21:00 hrs from Tripoli per SS. Capo Vita TB Centauro 
Benghazi 
20th @ 22:00 hrs from Tripoli per MS Citta di Messina TB Papa 
Benghazi 











21st @ 14:00 hrs from Benghazi per SS. Caffaro Tp Cairoli 
Tripoli 


22nd @ 02:30 hrs from Derna for Mest Labor various 
Tobruk 


22nd @ 18:00 hrs from Tobruk per SS. Prospero, Sturla, Costantina TB Mosto 
Tripoli 


22nd @ 21:30 hrs from Naples per MS. Calitea DD. Turbine (ending at Tripoli) 
Tripoli & Tobruk thereafter various 

23rd @ 08:00 hrs from Tripoli for MS A. Griitti various 

Benghazi 

23rd @ 12:30 hrs from Naples for SS. Capo Orso various 

Tripoli 

24th @ 19:00 hrs from Tripoli for SS. Bosforo, Maddalena, Odero; TB Vega 

Palermo Mest Ennio 


10/03/2000 


the day of the 23th @ 10:30 hrs the 
TB Cairoli hit a mine prob. enemy at 
20 miles. N.W. of Misurata & sunk 
rapidly; the SS. rescues 43 survivors 


of 114 members of the crew, returns 
afterwards to Tripoli. 


the convoy returned to Tobruk & did 
not depart until 2nd January 1941, 
with out the SS Costantina 


the AO. Ennio returned to Tripoli on 
the 28th at 15:00 hrs 





"Date hou 


21st @ 16:( 


23rd @ 10: 


22nd @ 10: 


24th @ 10: 


22nd @ 13: 


23rd @ 14: 


23rd @ 14: 


30th @ 17: 


7th January 
Tripoli 


24th @ 22:1 
26th @ 10: 


25th @ 10: 


1st January 
Tripoli 


27th @ 08:: 
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Date hour and location Transport Ship 
of departure 
24th @ 14:30 hrs from Tripoli for SS Assiria TB Mosto 
Benghazi 


“Date hour a 
of art 


25th @ 15:00 hrs a 


26th @ 10:00 hrs a 
27th @ 15:00 hrs a 


26th @ 02:00 hrs from Tobruk for MS Calino TB Centauro 
Benghazi & Tripoli 

26th @ 16:00 hrs from Benghazi for SS Fenicia, MS Citta di TB Papa 
Tripoli Messina 


26th @ 17:00 hrs from Naples for SS Giovvinezza, Capo Mele, MS(a) Citta di Napoli; TB the convoy adds the 30th @ 23:30 hrs a 
Tripoli Arsia Cascino (ending at Trapani) SS Dielpi sailing from 

then TB Aldebaran sorting Trapani the 27th @ 

from Tripoli 09:00 hrs 


30th @ 11:30 hrs a 


Tripoli 


26th @ 19:00 hrs from Naples for SS Esperia, Conte Rosso, 14th DD sq: Vivaldi (f), Da 28th @ 11:30 hrs a 
Tripoli Marco Polo Noli, Tarigo, Malocello; TB 
Cosenz ending at Trapani 


27th @ 04:00 hrs from Tripoli for SS Caffaro; Mest Ennio TB Alcione the SS Caffaro hit by a 27th @ 18:30 hrs a 
Palermo torpedo not sinking 

carried in by towing; 

the convoy returns to 

Tripoli 


27th @ 09:00 hrs from Trapani for SS Dielpi TB Aldebaran, sortie from attempts to join the 6th January 1941 ¢ 
Tripol Tripoli Giovinezza convoy arriving to Tripoli 

from Naples but the 

28th arriving at Tripoli 

run on the rocks, 

refloated on the 

afternoon of the 4 

January 1941 


27 @ 16:00 hrs from Tripoli for MS Calino DD Turbine 29th @ 09:10 hrs a 
Palermo 

29 @ 02:30 hrs from Tobruk to Mest Labor 31st @ 08:00 hrs a 
Derna 
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"Date 


2nd January 


Date hour and location of Transport Ship 
departure 


29th @ 18:30 hrs from Derna per Tobruk MS Pro Patria a 
30th @ 08:00 hrs from Benghazi for Tobruk SS Assiria TB Mosto from Benghazi; TB 31 @ 18:00 
Chinotto from Tobruk 


30th @ 17:30 from Tripoli per Naples SS Esperia, Conte Rosso, 14th DD sq: Vivaldi (f), Da Noli, 1st January 
Marco Polo Tarigo, Malocello (ending at 
Trapani) theb TB Sirio 


30th @ 18:30 from Tripoli for Benghazi & SS Castelverde, Ogaden, Tp Centauro (ending at Benghazi) 
Tobruk Irma Calzi (from then TB Orsa e Tp Chinotto 
Benghazi) 


1st January 
& 2 January 





MONTH OF JANUARY 1941 


31st @ 08:00 hrs from Tripoli for SS Caffaro TB Alcione after an earlier attempt returned to St 

Palermo Tripoli after a torpedoing on the Ps 
27th December 

31st @ 23:00 hrs from Toruk for MS Calitea TB Montanari stopped at Bomba 2r 

Benghazi B 








31st @ 19:00 hrs from Naples for MS Riv TB Cascino 3r 
Tripoli Ti 
1st Jan. @ 02:30 hrs from Derna for Mest Labor various 3r 
Tobruk 

1st @ 18:30 hrs from Tripoli for MS S Venie TB Sagittario 3r 
Palermo 

ai. nae a : 
2nd @ 12:00 hrs from Benghazi for SS Tenace TB Centauto 6t 
Tripoli 

2nd @ 12:00 hrs from Tripoli for SS Ezilda Croce, Pallade TB Pegaso St 
Palermo & Naples @ 
2nd @ 17:30 hrs from Tobruk for Rest Polifemo various 3r 
Derna 

2nd @ 18:00 hrs from Tripoli for MS Riv TB Cascino 4t 
Palermo 
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of departure 

2nd @ 18:30 from Benghazi SS. Amba Aradam various 

for Tobruk & back 

3rd @ 01:30 hrs from MS Calitea TB. Montanari 

Benghazi for Tripoli 

4th @ 04:00 hrs from MS A. Gritti various 

Benghazi for Tripoli 

4th @ 15:00 hrs from SS. Costantina various brief stop at Tobruk 
Benghazi for Derna 

4th @ 17:30 hrs from SS. Capo Vita TB Mosto from Benghazi; TB. 
Benghazi for Tripoli Centauro from Tripoli 

4th @ 18 :00 hrs from Derna Rtkr Polifemo 

for Tobruk 

the afternoon of the 4th from tug Pronta, Quattro novembre; Cov. Valoroso 

Tripoli for Benghazi 4 SV(m) 

5th @ 08:25 hrs from Crotane SS. Achille various 

for Tripoli 

5th @ 13:00 hrs from Tripoli MS. Calitea MS (a) Ramb III 

for Naples 


5th @ 15:30 hrs from Tripoli SS. Iris, Epidano TB Alcione the 7th @ 11:00 
for Palermo hrs enters to Trapani for the 
conditions of the time 


5th @ 19:00 hrs from Tripoli MS Gritti TB. Orsa 
for Naples 

the night of the 5th from MS. Pro Patria 

Tobruk to Derna 
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MONTH OF JANUARY 1941 


Date hour and location of Transport Ship Escort 

departure 

6th @ 14:00 from Naples for SS.Giulia, Maddalena Odero, MS Caralis 

Tripoli Montello 

6th @ 18:30 from Tripoli for MS. Col di Lana; SS. Fenicia TB Papa 

Palermo & Naples 

6th @ 19:30 from Tripoli for MS. Marco Foscarini DD Strale (f), Dardo TB 
Palermo Papa 


6th @ 24:00 from Palermo for SS. S. Giovanni Battiasta 
Tripoli 
7th @ 15:45 hrs from Tripoli for MS. Rosa various 
Benghazi 
7th @ 17:30. hrs from Tobruk for Rtkr Polifemo with barges & tug various 
Benghazi 
7th @ 18:00 hrs from Tobruk for Tkr Labor, tug Carla 
Benghazi 
7th @ 18:00 hrs from Tobruk for SS. Edda, Assiria; SS(a). Fianona TB. Castore, with TB Clio 
Benghazi & Tripoli 


8th @ 07:00 hrs from Benghazi SS. Irma Calzi PG. Valoroso 
for Tripoli 

8th @ 09:00 hrs from Derna for MS Pro Patria; SV(m) Margherita 

Benghazi madre 

8th @ 17:00 hrs from Derna for SS. Costantina various 
Benghazi 

8th @ 18:00 hrs from Tripoli for MS Citta di Messina TB Centauro 
Benghazi 

8th @ 23:00 hrs from Tobruk for SS. Giovanni Maria 

Bardia 


11th @ 17:00 hrs from Tripoli per MS Citta di Messina TB Centauro 
Benghazi 


10/03/2000 


Notes 
morning of 7 January run aground near 


cape San Vito, re-floated some days 
latter returns to Palermo 


brief stop at Derna 
returning at Tripoli 
the 9th, in arrival at Bardia, hits a mine 


& sinks 12 miles. from the port 


the 13th @ 14:00, torpedoed from smg 
off the coast of Homs, sinks in short 
time; to work of the escorts and other 
ships saved 166 shipwrecked 
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MONTH OF JANUARY 1941 


Date hour and location of Transport Ship Escort Notes 
departure 

12th @ 15:30 hrs from Tripoli MS Rosa Maria various 

for Benghazi 


12th @ 17:30 hrs from Tripoli SS. Assiria, Capo Vita, Mtkr MS(a) Caralis 
for Palermo & Naples Ennio 


12th @ 19:00 hrs from Naples SS. Esperia, Conte Rosso, TB Cosenz (until Trapani); 

for Tripoli Marco Polo; MS Calitea 14th DD. sq: Vivaldi (f), 
Tarigo, Malocello (from 
Trapani), Da Noli (it catches 
up the convoy the evening of 
the 13th) 


12th @ 19.30 hrs from Naples SS. Amsterdam MS(a) Deffenu 
for Tripoli 


13th @ 10:00 hrs from SS. Costantina 

Benghazi for Ras Hailal al & 

return 

13th @ 16:00 hrs from Tkr Lucania; SV(m) Adelaide TB Cigno 

Palermo for Tripoli 

13th @ 17:00 hrs from Tripoli SS. Mira, Irma Calzi, Ninfea; TB. Aldebaran 

for Palermo MS Pro Patria 

14th @ 08:00 hrs from SV(m) Alma, Gerusalemme various 

Benghazi for Tripoli 

14th @ 19:00 hrs from Tripoli MS Calitea TB. Missori of puggiata to Ras Ramba in 

for Benghazi the day of 15 January 
14th @ 16:00 hrs from Tripoli SS. Multedo TB. La Farina 
for Benghazi 


15th @ 18.30 hrs from Tripoli SS. Esperia, Conte Rosso, 14th DD. sq: Vivaldi (f), 

for Naples Marco Polo Tarigo, Malocello, Da Noli 
(until Trapani) with 2 TB.) 
from Marisicilia 
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Date hour and location of Transport Ship Escort Notes 

departure 

16th @ 21:30 hrs from Benghazi SS. Calitea TB. Missori 

for Tripoli 

16th @ 23:00 hrs from Tripoli for SS. Tenace various aground on sand banks of the 

Sfax Kerkennah cause bad time; 
refloted it go to Palermo 

18th @ 16:30 hrs from Naples for MS A. Gritti, Seb. Venier TB. fey 

Tripoli 

19th @ 09:30 hrs from Gaeta for MS. Calino hia Ramb III paused to Palermo 

Tripoli 

19th @ 08: 00 hrs from Tripoli for SS. Capo Orso MS(a) Deffenu 

Benghazi 

19th @ 18:30. hrs from Tripoli for MS. Calitea, Rialto TB, Mosto 

Palermo & Naples 

20th @ 13:00 hrs from Tripoli for SS. Ascianghi, Arsia Cov. Alula (until a Misurata) then 

Benghazi TB. Montanari 


20th @ 17: 00 hrs from Benghazi SS. Castelverde TB. La Farina 
for Tripoli 


20th @ 18:00 hrs from Naples for Ger. SS. Menes; SS. Caffaro; MS. TB. Pegaso from the 22nd @ 21:00 to 12:30 

Tripoli Col di Lana hrs of the 23rd to sheltered in 
Favignana for adverse 
meteorological conditions 


20th @ 20:00 hrs from Tripoli for SS. Aquitania, Goggiam TB. Sirtori the Tp to sheltered in Egadi from 
Palermo the 16:00 hrs of the 23rd 

21st @ 09:45 hrs from Tripoli for SS. Marocchino, Prospero; SV(m) various 

Trapani Aosta, Giovanna 

21st @ 13:00 hrs from Benghazi MS (a). Deffenu 

for Tripoli 

21st @ 22:00 hrs from Ras Hilal SS. Orsa; SV(m) Emma 

for Benghazi 

22nd @ 13:00 hrs from Tripoli for SS. Dielpi various 

Tunisia 
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Date hour and location of 
departure 


22nd @ 19:00 hrs from Naples for 
Tripoli 


MONTH OF JANUARY 1941 


Transport Ship 


SS. Esperia, Conte Rosso Marco 
Polo; MS. Victoria 


DD. Freccia (f), Saetta until 
Trapani, then 14th DD. sq: DD. 
Vivaldi, (f), Tarigo, Malocello, Da 
Noli 


22nd @ 20:00 hrs from Tripoli for MS. Calino TB. Orione 
Derma & Benghazi 

23rd @ 10:00 hrs from Tripoli for MS. Amba Alagi; SV(m) Various 
Benghazi Maddalena 

23rd @ 18:00 hrs from Benghazi SV(m) Rosa, Maria TB. Clio 
for Tripoli 


24th @ 18:00 hrs from Benghazi MS. Amba Aradram Various 

for Tripoli 

25th @ 03:15 hrs from Palermo MS. Vittor Pisani TB Calliope 
for Tripoli 


25th @ 04:00 hrs from Tripoli for 
Palermo e Naples 


MS. Giulia; SS. Castelverde 


MS(a) Deffenu 


24th @ 09:30 hrs from Tripoli for SS. Prospero Various stopped at Trapani 
Palermo 


25th @ 18:00 hrs from Benghazi SS. Ogaden TB. Orione 
for Tripoli 


25th @ 19:00 hrs from Tripoli for 
Naples 


25th @ 20:30 hrs from Tripoli for 
Palermo & Naples 


SS. Esperia, Conte Rosso, Maro 
Polo, MS Victonia 


MS. A. Gnitti, Sebastiano Venier 


DD. Freccia (f), Saetta, Tarigo 


TB Castore (until Palermo), 
MS(a) Ramb III from Palermo to 
Naples 


10/03/2000 


Notes 


the convoy, for order of 


Supermarina, follows the coastal 
route to N.E. of Pantelleria 
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MONTH OF JANUARY & FEBRUARY 1941 
Date hour and location 
of departure 


26th @ 07:00 hrs from Palermo for 
Tripoli 


Transport Ship 


Ger. SS. Ingo, Duisburg 





Escort 


MS (a) Lago Tana (until Trapani) then 
MS(a) Caralis 





26th @ 19:00 hrs from Benghazi for SS. Ascianghi with Mas 549 & tug Sa 
Tripoli 


27th @ 08:30 hrs from Palermo for 
Tripoli 


SS. Moria, Deflin 


TB Sirio (until Trapani) then TB 
Aldebaran 





27th @ 09:00 hrs from Tripoli for MS Amba Aradam, Rosa 

Benghazi 

27th @ 11:00 hrs from Benghazi for SS. Riv, Sabaudia, Capo Orso TB. Montanari 

Tripoli 

27th @ 15:00 hrs from Tripoli for 
Palermo 


27th @ 16:00 hrs from Trapani for 
Tripoli 





27th @ 18:00 hrs from Tripoli for SS. Caffaro. MS Col di Lana; Mthr 
Palermo Lucania 


Ger. SS. Menes; SS. Amsterdam; MS 
Maria 


SS. Maria Adelaide 





TB Clio 


TB Calliope 


27th @ 05:00 hrs from Tripoli for MS. V. Pisani Various & TB. Libra (f) with TB Lupo 
Benghazi & Lero from Lero 


29th @ 08:30 hrs from Benghazi for 
Tripoli 


29th @ 14:30 hrs from Naples for 
Tripoli 


SS. Costantina; SV(m,) Fratelli Garré, 





Marghenita Madre 


Ger. SS.Marburg, Reichenfels, 
Wachtfels 


TB Orione (f), Procione 


Notes 


attacked the 27th by smg to 
Pantelleria, the SS. Ingo, tor 
sinks @ 17:00 hrs; the conv 
28th . is attacked from anott 
20 miles from Tripoli; torpe 
SS. Duisburg that but reach¢ 
@ 15:00 hrs of the same da} 


attacked without consequen 
smg @ 17:00 hrs of the 30tt 
Zavia) the enemy smg is prc 
damaged from the TB. Alde 


becomes a member of to the 
convoy. Delfin, left from Pa 
morning of the 27th 
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MONTH OF JANUARY & FEBRUARY 1941 


Date hour and location of Transport Ship Escort Notes 

departure 

29th @ 17:30 hrs from Naples SS. Bosforo, Silvio, Scaroni various stopped at Trapani, Pantelleria 
for Tripoli & Lampedusa 

30th @ 11:30 hrs from Ger. Tkr. Teodolinda various stopped in various locations 
Benghazi for Tripoli 


30th @ 18:00 hrs from Tripoli SS. Promontore,; r. d. 56 various 

for Benghazi 

30th @ 20:00 hrs from Tripoli Ger. SS. Alicante, Ankara, MS(a) Citta di Tunisi 
for Naples Arcturus 

31st @ 11:00 hrs from Tripoli Ger. SS. Adana, Ruhr, Kibfels TB. Carini 

for Naples 


MONTH OF FEBRUARY 1941 


Date hour and location of Transport Ship Escort Notes 
departure 


1st @ 00:30 hrs from Tripoli MS. Rosa various in the night of 3 February the 

for Benghazi Multedo, for unknown cause, 
to disappeared in the gulf of 
the Sirte, without to leaving a 
traces 


1st @ 17:00 hrs from SS. Multedo, Giovinezza; Tkr. TB. Cigno (f), Centauro 
Benghazi for Tripoli Utilitas 





2nd @ 07:00 hrs from SS. Costanza, Bombaridiere one TB. from Marilibia 

Palermo for Tripoli 

2nd @ 16:00 hrs from Tripoli SS. Silvia Tricovich TB. La Farina 

for Benghazi 

3rd @ 09:30 hrs from Derna MS. Calino avoids two torpedo of smg off 
for Benghazi the coast of Benghazi 

3rd @ 17:00 hrs from SS. Arsia 

Benghazi for Tripoli 
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MONTH OF FEBRUARY 1941 


Date hour and location of Transport Ship Escort 

departure 

4th @ 07:00 hrs from Tripoli for Ger. SS. Wachtfels MS(a) Caralis MS(a) Caralis 

Naples 

4th @ 16:00 hrs from Benghazi MS. Calino TB. La Farina 

for Tripoli 

4th @ 16:30 hrs from Tripoli for Ger. SS. Marburg, Reichenfels TB. Orione (f), Procione 
Naples 

4th @ 17:00 hrs from Benghazi Tkr. Utilitas; SS. Silvia TB. La Farina 

for Tripoli Tripcovich 


4th @ 17:00 hrs from Tripoli for Ger. SS. Wachtfels MS (a) Caralis 

Naples 

Sth @ 05:30 hrs from Tripoli for SS. Capo Orso, Montello, MS Riv MS(a) Morosini 

Naples 

Sth @ 11:00 hrs from Benghazi MS. Rosa various 

for Tripoli 

5th @ 16:00 hrs from Bari for SS. Rina, Corrado, Enrico Costa; stopped at Palermo 
Tripoli Tkr. Alberto Fassio 

Sth @ 17:30 hrs from Tripoli for Mtkr. Labor 

Buerat 


5th @ 19:00 hrs from Naples for SS. Esperia, Conte Rosso, Marco DD. Freccia (f), Saetta, Tariro 

Tripoli Polo; MS. Calitea (entered Palenno for conditions of 
time 6th @ 15:00) CL.. Bande 
Nere (from 12:00 of the 6th until a 
destination) 


6th @ 04:40 hrs from Naples for SS. Tembien, Mauly; Ger. SS. MS(a) Ramb III 


Tripoli Leverkusen 


6th @ 10:00 hrs from Naples for SS. Nirvo; Mtkr Caucaso MS(a) Deffenu 
Tripoli 


7th @ 17:30 hrs from Tripoli for CL. Bande Nere 
Palermo 
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8th @ 09:30 hrs from Naples Ger. SS. Ankara, Arcturus, DD. Turbine (f), TB. Orsa, headed for Palermo for naval 

for Tripoli Alicante Cantore, Missori from Tripoli alarm, reaches the 8th @ 
17:30 hrs and they stay until 
the morning of the 10th 


dawn of the 8th from Tripoli MS. Rosa, SV(m). Pia 
for Buerat 


9th @ 18:30 hrs from Tripoli SS. Esperia, Conte Rosso, DD. Tarigo (f), Malocello, the steamships carries 5,000 
for Naples Marco Polo; MS. Calitea Feccia, Saetta, TB. Aldebarani to Libya 


the night of the 9th from SS. Promontore 

Benghazi for Tripoli 

10th @ 00:30 hrs from Ger. SS. Alicante various 
Palermo for Tripoli 


10th @ 08:00 hrs from SS. Costanza, Bombardiere, SV(m) Cotugno, Cicconetti 
Palermo for Tripoli FV. Francescamadre, 
Carluccio 


10th @ 08:00 hrs from Tripoli SS. Ogaden various stopped at Sfax 
for Palermo 

10th @ 17:00 hrs from Tripoli Ger. SS. Heraclea, Maritza, MS(a) Citta di Tunisi 

for Naples Orta 


11th @ 08:30 hrs from Tripoli SS. Bansizza, Sabaudia, MS (a) Deffenu, TB Missori the convoy continues with 

for Palermo & Naples Motia; Tkr. Utilitas numerous consequences 
attacks of smg and aircraft; the 
escort is prodigal in the 
hunting to smg; the MS. 
Deffenu to the end of the 
action returns to Tripoli and it 
leaves again at 23:30 hrs 





~~ OO  —_, 
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MONTH OF FEBRUARY 1941 
Date hour and location of Transport Ship 


Escort Notes 
departure 


11th @ 09:00 hrs from Tripoli for SS. Bosforo, Maddalena Odero, Rtkr. MS Ramb III 

Naples Velino 

11th @ 10:00 hrs from Palermo for SS. Florida II, Audace, Pegli TB Alcione, until a Trapani, TB. 
Tripoli Calliope from Trapani 

12th @ 01:45 hrs from Naples for Ger. SS. Adana, Aegina, Kibfels, Ruhr DD. Camicia nera, TB. Procione 
Tripoli 


12th @ 04:30 hrs from Tripoli for SS. Tembien, Mauly, Ger. SS. TB Centauro the SS. Maulv is torpedoed | 
Naples Leverkusen coast of Tripoli; taken in tov 


tugs Orlando and Polifemo : 
assisted by the TB. Pilo, it r 
12th @ pm. hrs from Tripoli for SS. Serdica, Ascianghi various 
Palermo 
13th @ 11:00 hrs from Tripoli for Ger. SS. Alicante various 
Naples 





Tripoli the 19th @ 09:30 hr: 








13th @ 00:15 hrs from Naples for SS. Istria, Beatrice Costa, MS. Rialto TB. Cascino (until at Palermo the 15th 
Tripoli @ 09:00 hrs) TB. Alcione from 
Palermo 
13th @ 11:00 hrs from Tripoli for Ger. SS. Ankara, Alicante, Arcturus TB. Pegaso, Orsa to attacked , without outcon 
Naples torpedo bombers the 23:00 | 
14th 
14th @ 04:00 hrs from Tripoli for SS. Silvia Tripcovich, MS Amba TB. Chinotto 
Palermo Aradam 
14th @ 19:30 hrs from Tripoli for SS. Promotore, Costantina 
Palermo 
14th @ 19:30 hrs from Tripoli for SV(m) Efisia Serra, Carla, Emma 
Trapani 
15th @ 01:30. hrs from Palermo for Ger. SS. Castellon TB Circe 
Tripoli 
15th @ 11:30 hrs from Naples for MS Andrea Gritti, .Sebastiano Venier, TB Cascino (f), Pilo to convoy attacked without | 
Tripoli SS. Caffaro from smg. at 05:00 hrs of th 


the island of Kuriat 
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Transport Ship 


15th @ 16:00 from Buerat for MS. Rosa Cov. Alula 

Tripoli 

16th @ 00:30 hrs from Naples for Ger. SS. Kibfels DD. Camicia nera 

Tripoli 

16th @ 07:00 hrs from Tripoli for Ger. SS. Adana, Aegina, Ruhr TB. Procione (f), Calliope 
Naples 


dawn of the 17th from Benghazi 
for Tripoli 


SV(m) Emilia Guidi 


17th @ 01:00 hrs from Naples for Ger. SS. Arta, Heraclea, Menes, DD. Freccia (f), Saetta, Turbine 
Tripoli Maritza (from Palermo) 


18th @ 10:00 hrs from Tripoli for Ger. SS. Castellon 
Naples 


TB. Circe 


10/03/2000 


forced by insistent attacks 
airplane, the 19th @ 12:00 hrs is 
shipwrecked at Marsa Breba in the 
Gulf of the Sirte. The boarded 
crew - between which some 
seamen from Benghazi - are made 


captive from an advancing enemy 
columns 


19th @ 06:00 hrs from Tripoli for Tkr Berbera, Caucaso TB. La Farina Tp Circe, by force of sea, the 20th 
Palermo to return to Pantelleria 


19th @ 12.30 hrs from Tripoli for 
Buerat 


Mtkr Labor 


Tp La Farina, by force of sea, the 
morning of the 21st returns to 
Marettimo 


20th @ 09:00 hrs from Tripoli for SS. Caffaro, Istria, Beatriee Costa DD Tarigo (f), Malocello, TB. 
Naples Pilo 


21st @ 08:00 hrs from Tripoli for 
Naples 


SS. Ger. Heraclea, Menes, Maritza 


DD Freccia, Saetta, Turbine 


21th @ 14:30 hrs the SS. is 
torpedoed from a smg, it does not 
sink and is towed by the DD. 
Saetta, 3.5 miles he directs in 
order to return 





ex $i 


Pe 


pare 


Sit tek hey 
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departure 
Tripoli, where it reaches the 
08:00 hrs; the smg, attacked 
Freccia, thought destroyed, | 
sinking is not confirmed. 


21st @ 15:00 hrs from Tripoli for MS. Andrea Gritti, Sebastiano Venier, TB. Alcione 
Naples Rialto 


21st @ 19:30 hrs from Trapani for SS. Sabbia, Silvia Tripcovich TB. Montanari 22nd @ 17:00 hrs the SS. S: 
Tripoli torpedoed from a smg but cc 
navigation for 6 miles; subs. 
also the SS. Tripcovioh is to 
and continues at reduced sp¢ 
the night of the 22nd disapp 
without trace; the TB. belie. 
for sunk (lacks conformatio. 


23rd @ 19:00 hrs from Naples for Ger. SS. Ankara, Reichenfels, Kibfels, DD. Aviere (f), Geniere, TB. Castore 
Tripoli Marburg 
24th @ 05:30 hrs from Tripoli for Ger. SS. Arta, SS. Nirvo, Giovinezza TB. Papa 
Naples 
24th @ 12:00 hrs from Tripoli for SS. Costanza 
Buerat 


the evening of the 24th from Buerat for Mtkr Labor 
Tripoli 


24th @ 20:00 hrs from Naples for SS. Esperia, Conte Rosso, Marco Polo, fi 25th @ 03:40 hrs, the CL. L 
Tripoli MS. Victoria DD. Camicia nera (f), Baleno; TB. traving in formation near the 
Aldeharan Kerkennah, is hit in the cent 
distant: torpedo of smg and with vio 
CL. Bandenere, Diaz; DD. Corazziere, explosion it breaks in two si 
Ascari quickly; the Corazziere, retr 
shipwrecked of the 633 men 
returns with Bande Nere to | 
arriving the morning of the ’ 
the Askaris follows the con. 
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MONTH OF FEBRUARY 1941 


Date hour and location of Transport Ship Escort Notes 
departure 


25th @ 12:30 hrs from Ger. SS. Alicante, DD Vivladi (f), TB. 
Naples for Tripoli Arcturus, Wachtfels, Procione, Orsa, Calliope 
Leverkusen, MS. Giulia 


25th @ 18:00 hrs from SS. Honor, Santa Paola, TB Pilo 
Palermo for Tripoli Tkr. Caucaso from Biserta 
26th @ 08:00 hrs 
27th @ 03:30 hrs from MS. Rosa MS(a) Luigi Rizzo 
Tripoli for Buerat 


27th @ 04:30 hrs from SS. Sturla, Bombardiere Variuos 
Tripoli for Sfax & Palermo 


27th @ 12:00 hrs from Ger. SS. Ankara, Kibfels, DD. Aviere (f), Geniere, 

Tripoli for Naples Marburg, Reichenfels Camicia nera 

27th @ 19:00 hrs from SS. Esperia, Conte Rosso, DD. Da Noli (f), Ascari, they take aboard 3750 

Tripoli for Naples Marco Polo, MS. Victoria Saetta, Baleno repatriated civil 
shipwrecked and 1860 


military from the invaded 
territories of Cirenaica 


28th @ 14:30 hrs from Tug. Salvatore I TB. Cigno 
Palermo for Tripoli 
28th @ 14:30 hrs from MS (a). Ramb II 
Naples for Tripoli 
MONTH OF FEBRUARY & MARCH 1941 


28th @ 17:45 hrs from MS. Assiria, SS. Armando, TB. Centauro 
Naples for Tripoli Tabarca 








28th @ 20:00 hrs from Mtkr. Rondine MS(a) Lago Tana (until 
Palermo for Tripoli Trapani) then Various 


10/03/2000 
The Defense of the North African Convoys; Vol.1 


389 
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Date hour and location of Transport Ship Escort Notes 
departure 

1st March @ 04:00 hrs from SS. Amsterdam, Ger. SS. TB. Clio (f), Pegaso, Orione 
Naples for Tripoli Castellon, Ruhr, Maritza 

lst March @ 13:00 hrs from Ger. SS. Alicante, Arcturus, DD Vivladi (f), TB. Procione, 
Tripoli for Naples Wachtfels, Leverkusen, Orsa, Calliope 

2nd March @ 05:15 hrs from MS(a) Brindisi 

Trapani for Tripoli 

2nd @ 06:00 hrs from Tripoli Tkr Persiano MS(a) Lago Zuai 

for Palermo 

2nd @ 12:00 hrs from Palermo Mtkr Meteor Various 

for Tripoli 

3rd @ 18:00 hrs from Naples Ger. AA. Adana, Arta, DD. Tarigo (f), Freccia, TB. 
for Tripoli Aegina, SS. Sabaudia Castore 

4th @ 14:00 hrs from Tripoli SS. Florida IT, Audace, Pegli TB. Montanari 

for Sfax & Susa 

4th @ 20:30 hrs from Naples Ger. SS. Santa Fe MS(a) Citta di Napoli 

for Tripoli 

5th @ 07:30 hrs from Tripoli SS. Silvio Scaroni TB. Aldebaran 

for Buerat 

5th @ 12:00 hrs from Tripoli Ger. SS. Castellon, Ruhr, MS(a). Ramb III, Pegaso, 
for Naples Maritza Orione 


5th @ 17:00 hrs from Naples Ger. SS. Ankara, Kibfels, DD Vivladi (f), Da Noli, stopped at Palermo from 07:00 
for Tripoli Marburg, Reichenfels Malocello, Folgore, Lampo & of the 8th to 04:00 of the 9th 
from Tripoli TB. Clio, 
Centauro 


6th @ 04:00 hrs from Buerat MS. Rosa Various 
for Tripoli 
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Date hour and location of 
departure 


6th @ 19:00 hrs from Naples for 
Tripoli 


6th @ 20:00 hrs from Palermo for 
Biserta 


7th @ 02:00 hrs from Tripoli for 
Biserta 


7th @ 11:30 hrs from Naples for 
Tripoli 
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MONTH OF MARCH 1941 
Transport Ship 


MS. Andrea Gritti, Sebastiano 
Venier 


Mtkr Tanaro, SS. Caffaro, Fenicia, 
Capo Vita 


Mtkr Caucaso 


Ger. SS. Alicante, Arcturus, 
Wachtfels; Mn Rialto 


8th @ 13:00 hrs from Tripoli per Mtkr Labor 
Buerat 


7th @ 13:00 hrs from Lampedusa SS, Piave, Carpodoglio, various 
per Tripoli SV(m)Tugnin 


9th @ 07:30 hrs from Tripoli per 
Napoli 


Ger. SS. Adana, Arta, Aegina, 
Heraclea, SS. Amsterdam 


TB. Alcione (from Naples), TB 
Pallade, Polluce (from Palermo), 
TB. Clio, Centauro (from Tripoli) 


MS(a) Deffenu, TB. Papa 


DD. Fulmine (f), Baleno, Turbine 


DD. Tarigo (f). TB. Aldebaran 
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Stopped a Palermo the morning of 
the 8th at the evening of the 9th 


diverted to Trapani for insistent it 
attacks of smg they shelter the day 
of the 8th @ 19:00 hrs; the 
Caffaro aground on the sand bank 
of the Colombaia; the other ships 
continue under escort of the solo 
Deffenu, but @ 12:00 hrs of the 
9th SS. Capo Vita, hit from 
torpedo of a smg, it explodes and 
to disappear without survivors. 
Deffenu and Fenicia heads at first 
towards Susa but then, for order of 
Supermarina, they put in route for 
Tripoli; the 10th little to south of 
the Kerkennah, another torpedo of 
smg sinks also the Fenicia 


returns to Tripoli @ 09:30 of the 
8th for naval alarm and they 
shelter the morning of the 9th 


returned to Naples for naval 
alarm, they leaves again @ 14:00 
hrs of the 8th, short pause at 
Trapani 
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9th @ 22:00 hrs from Tripoli for SS. Armando, Mtkr Meteor TB. Pilo 

Palermo 

9th @ 23:00 hrs from Tripoli for SS. Delfin MS(a) Luigi Rizzo (until Zuara) 
Sfax 

10th @ 20:00 hrs from Trapani for Mtkr Tanaro, SS. Caffaro TB. Circe (F), Papa 

Tripoli 

10th @ 20:00 hrs from Naples for SS. Securitas 

Tripoli 


12th @ 01:30 hrs from Naples for SS. Conte Rosso. Marco Polo; direct .DD. Camicia nera (f.) 

Tripoli MS. Victoria Geniere, DD. Folgore (from 
Palermo) distant :CA Trieste, 
Tronto, Bolzano, DD. Carabiniere, 
Corazzierc, Aviere, TB. Dezza, 3 
MAS 


12th @ 03:30 hrs from Naples for Ger. SS. Castellon, Ruhr, TB Procione (f), Orsa, Olione 
Tripoli Maritza, Leverkusen 


12th @ 07:30 hrs from Tripoli for SS. Tabarca 

Ras Aali & return 

12th @ 12:00 hrs from Tripoli for MS. Giulia. SS. Sabaudia DD. Turbine (f), Baleno 
Naples 


12th @ 13:00 hrs from Tripoli for Ger. SS. Marburg, Reichenfels, DD. Vivaldi (f), Malocello, Da 
Palermo & Naples Ankara. Kibfel, Noli 


12th @ 14:00 hrs from Tripoli for Ger. SS. Arcturus, Wachtfels DD. Lampo (f), Fulmine 
Naples 


12th @ 15:00 hrs from Tripoli for SS. Costanza, MS. Amba TB. Castore 
Beurat Alagi 


10/03/2000 


the 20th @ 20:00 hrs the 
SS. Costanza saw sign to 
launch of torpedoing of to 
smg. which missed 
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13th @ 06:30 from Tripoli for MS> Cilicia, Mtkr Rondine TB. Clio (f) Centauro, Pegaso TB. Clio & Centauro, depart 

Palermo & Naples to sea with the convoy, they 
had abandon them because of 
the conditions of the time, 
returned to Tripoli @ 09:00 of 
the 14th; they 15:00 hrs to the 
8th sheltered TB. Pegaso in 
order to catch up and to 
accompany the ships to 
destination 


13th @ 07:00 hrs from Tripoli Tkr Caucaso MS(a) Deffenu (for 5 hrs) 
for Biserta & Naples 

13th @ 15:30 hrs from Tkr Superga TB. Chinotto 

Palermo per Tripoli 


14th @ 16:00 hrs from Tripoli SS. Conte Rosso, Marco Polo, DD. Camicia nera, (f), 
per Naples MS. Victoria Geniere, Folgore 


14th @ 20:30 hrs from Naples Ger. SS. Adana, Aegina, DD. Tarigo (f), Freccia, TB. 
for Tripoli Heraclea, Galilea, SS. Beatrice La Farina, Missori, Pilo 
Costa 


15th @ 10:30 Tripoli for SS. Arsia various 

Buerat 

17th from Buerat for Tripoli Mtkr Labor saw sign to launch of torpedo, 
which missed, while off the 
coast to Buerat 

15th @ 16:30 hrs from Tripoli MS. Andrea Gritti, Sebastiano TB. Cigno (f), Polluce, 

for Naples Venier, Rialto Missori 

16th @ 03:00 hrs from Tripoli MS. Rosa 

for Ras Aali 

the morning of the 16th from SS. Silvio Scaroni 

Buerat for Tripoli 
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16th @ 11:00 hrs from Tripoli for Ger. SS. Castellon, Alicante, TB. Procione (f), Orione, Orsa 

Naples Maritza, Leverkusen 


16th @ 20:30 hrs from Naples & Ger. SS. Marbarg, Reichenfels, DD. Vivaldi (f), Malocello, & the Vivaldi convoy pause at 
Trapani for Tripoli MS. Calitea, Ger. SS. Kibfels, DD. Da Noli (from Trapani) TB. Trapani; they it leaves again at 
Ankara (from Trapani) Cigno, Polluce 03:00 hrs of the 17th with Kibfels, 
Ankara, to the escort to the DD. 
Da Noli and the TB. Cigno and 
Polluce 


16th @ 21:30 hrs from Naples for Ger. SS. Arta, SS. Nirvo, MS(a) Ramb III, TB. La Farina 
Tripoli Aquitania (from Palermo) 
17th @ 04:00 hrs from Genova for SS. Raffio (Salvage) Varied according to the route and pauses varies 
Benghazi jurisdictions covered 
17th @ 10:00 hrs from Tripoli for Ger. SS. Ruhr, SS. Caffaro TB. Circe 
Naples 
18th @ 06:00 hrs from Biserta for Mtkr Caucaso TB. Partenope (from Tripoli) 
Tripoli 
18th @ 08:00 hrs from Tripoli for Tkr Superga TB. Chinotto 
Palermo 


19th @ 02:30 hrs from Naples for Ger. SS. Arcturus, Santa Fe, DD. Saetta (f), Fulmine, Baleno 
Tripoli Procida, Wachtfels 
19th @ 07:30 hrs from -Tripoli for Ger. SS. Adana, Aegina, Heraclea, DD. Traigo (f), Freccia, TB. Ss 


Naples SS. Galilea Missori, Pilo 


19th @ 10:00 hrs from Tripoli for Ger. SS. Preussen, Iserlohn MS(a) Citta di Tunisi 

Naples 

20th @ 14:30 hrs from Tripoli for Ger. SS. Ankara TB. La Farina 

Trapani & Naples 

20th @ 18:00 hrs from Tripoli for Ger. SS. Marburg, Reichenfels, DD. Vivaldi (f), Da Noli, TB. La herself admits to Vivaldi convoy 
Palermo & Naples Kibfels Farina for Naples 


19th @ 09:00 hrs from Palermo SS. Securitas, Agata TB. Mosto 
for Tripoli 
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the morning of the 20th from SS. Costanza 

Buerat for Tripoli 

22nd @ 00:30 hrs from Tripoli for Ger. SS. Arta MS (a) Ramb II, TB. 
Naples Pleiadi 

22nd @ 05:30 hrs from Naples for Ger. SS. Castellon, Alicante TB. Procione (f), Orione, 
Tripoli Maritza, Leverkusen Orsa 

the morning of the 22nd from MS. Amba Alagi 

Buerat for Tripoli 


23rd @ 08:30 hrs from Tripoli for Ger. SS. Arcturus, Santa Fé, DD.Saetta (f), Fulmine 
Naples Procida, Wachtfels Baleno 

23rd @ 09:00 hrs from Palermo for SS. Tenace, San Luigi TB. Papa 

Tripoli 

dawn of the 24th from Tripoli for Ger. SS. Tilly Russ, Brook MS(a) Morosini, TB. 
Naples Cosenz 


23rd between 05:00 & 15:00 hrs SS. Amstcrdam, Caffaro, Capo TB. Circe (f), Clio, Castore, 
from Naples for Tripoli Orso, MS. Col di Lana, Giulia Calliope, Centauro, Pegaso 


25th @8:30 hrs from Lampedusa SS. Regulus, SV(m) Romagna, various stopped at Lampedusa for 
for Zuara & Tripoli Nettuno, Vanna Carolina sea conditions 


25th @ 14:00 hrs from Tripoli for Ger. SS. Castellon, Alicante, TB. Procione (f), Orione, 
Naples Maritza Orsa 
26th @ 12:00 hrs from Tripoli for Ger. SS. Leverkusen TB. Mosto (from Tripoli), ae 


23rd @ 00:30 hrs from Tripoli for SS. Santa Paola TB. Pleiadi, Polluce (until 
Sfax Kerkennah) 


Naples TB. Cascino (from Naples) 
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26th @ 23:45 hrs from Naples for Ger. SS. Adana, Samos, Heraclea, DD. Folgore (f), Dardo, Strale in the night of the 28, attacked 

Tripoli Ruhr, Galilea from smg: @ 02:45 hrs torpedoed 
Ruhr and Heraclea; Heraclea sinks 
at once, while Ruhr, taken in tow 
by the Dardo, heads for Trapani, 
assisted by the TB. Sagittario, 
Circe, Alcione, from 2 MAS from 
Messina and tugs of Trapani 


27th @ 21:00 hrs from Ras Aali MS. Rosa various 

for Tripoli 

27th @ 22:00 hrs from Tripoli for SS. Honor TB. Pallade (until Kerkennah) 
Sfax 

28th @ 15:00 hrs from Sirte for SS. Arsia various 

Tripoli 

29th @ 06:30 hrs from Tripoli for SS. Silvio Scaroni various 

Buerat 

29th @ 07:30 hrs from Tripoli for Tug Salvatore Ist with 2 maone at 

Buerat tow 

29th @ 13:30 hrs from Tripoli for SS. Costanza 

Sirte 

29th @ 19:30 hrs from Naples for Ger. SS. Marburg, Kibfels, MS. DD. Vivaldi (F), Da Noli 
Tripoli Calitea 


30th @ 01:30 hrs from Tripoli for Mtkr. Caucaso, SS Carlo Zeno TB. Papa 

Palermo 

30th @ 03:30 hrs from Palermo Ger. SS. Ankara, Reichenfels DD. Malocello at dawn of 31 March the Vivaldi 
for Tripoli convoy reaches Naples 


31st @ 14:30 hrs from Tripoli for SS. Aquitania, Galilea, Caffano, TB. Clio (f), Cigno, Calliope, SS. Galilea, torpedoed from smg, 

Naples Beatrice Costa Pegaso is taken in tow by the Pegaso and 
then from the tug Polifemo and, 
with attendance of Calliope, 31 
March @ 00:30 hrs returns to 
Tripoli 
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31st @ 13:30 hrs from Tripoli Mtkr Labor 
for Buerat 


1st April @ 11:00 hrs from SS, Esperia, Conte Rosso, DD. Tarigo (f.), Eliro, Baleno, 
Naples for Tripoli Marco Polo, MS. Victoria TB Poluce, Partenope 


2nd April @ 11:00 hrs from Ger. SS. Ankara, Marburg, DD. Vivaldi (f), Da Noli, 
Tripoli for Naples Kibfels, Reiehenfels, Galilea Malocello 

2nd April @ 11:00 hrs from SS. Arsia various 

Blierat for Tripoli 


2nd @ 11:30 hrs from Naples Ger. SS. Alicante, Maritza, DD. Saetta (f.), Turbine, TB 
for Tripoli Santa Fé, Procida, SS. Orsa 
Tembien 


2nd @ 21:30 hrs from Tripoli Ger. SS. Adana, Samos DD. Folgore (f),Strale, TB. returned to Tripoli the 3rd for 

for Naples Missori naval alarm in the central 
Mediterranean resumed the 
4th after 20:30 hrs 


dawn of the 3rd from Buerat Mtkr Labor, SS, Arsia various 
for Tripoli 

afternoon of the 4th from MS Amba Alagi 

Buerat for Tripoli 

6th @ 01:00 hrs from Tripoli MS. Rosa, SV(m) Pia, Tugnin, 

for Benghazi Vanna 


7th @ 06:30 hrs from Tripoli SS. Amsterdam, MS. Giulia TB. Calliope (f), Castare, 
for Naples Cascino 


7th @ 17:00 hrs from Tripoli SS. Esperia, Conte Rosso, DD. Tarigo (f), Euro, Baleno, 
for Naples Marco Polo, MS Victona Lampo 
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7th @ 21:30 hrs from Tripoli for Ger. SS. Adana, SS. Nirvo DD. Folgore (f), Strale 
Naples 


8th @ 02:00 hrs from Naples for Ger. SS. Castellon, Arcturlis, TB. Procione, Cigno, Orione 
Tripoli Wachtfels, Leverkusen, SS. 
Ernesto 


8th @ 04:30. hrs from Tripoli for Ger. SS. Alicante, Maritza, Santa DD. Saetta (f), Turbine, Sciroceo, to the 12 of day 8 it re-enters to 

Naples Fé, Procida TB. Orsa, Pegaso Tripoli for prohibitive conditions 
of time and they stayed until the 
next morning 


8th @ 20:00 hrs from Tripoli for SS. Arsia the first leaving for ships returned 
Benghazi to Benghazi 6 April 

dawn of the 9th from Sirte for SS. Costanza 

Tripoli 

morning of the 9th from Tripoli SS. Conte di Misurata MS(a) Deffenu 

for Naples 


9th @ 14:30 hrs from Naples for MS. Andrea Gritti, Sebastiano DD. Dardo (f), TB. Clio, Cosenz, 


Tripoli Venier, Rialto, Birmania, Papa 
Barbarigo 


9th @ 21:00 hrs from Tripoli for SS. Tenace various 
Benghazi 


10th @ 07:30 hrs from Trapani SS. Marocchino, Serdica, Ninfea TB. Sirtori 
for Tripoli 


10th @ 13:30 hrs from Palermo SS. Bosforo, Ogaden, Tkr TB. Montanari (f), Missori, Perseo 10:20 hrs of the 12th, on the 

for Tripoli Persiano, Superga arrival of the convoy at Tripoli, 
the Tkr. Persiano is torpedoed by 
a smg to 30 miles to the N.W. 
from the beacon, floats but with a 
fire to breast (assisted from the 
TB. Partenope and Polluce) but @ 
10:30 hrs of the 13th it finally 
sinks 


10th @ 08:00 hrs from Trapani n. 8 between SV(m) & FV 

for Tripoli 

10th @ 17:00 hrs from Tripoli for Ger. SS. Samos TB. Centauro (until Faccra) then 
Benghazi various 
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10th @ 22:00 hrs from Tripoli SS. Capo Orso, Tembien DD. Saetta (f), Turbine, TB. 

for Naples Pegaso 

10th @ 23:00 hrs from Naples MS (a) Ramb III 

for Benghazi 


11th @ 17:30 hrs from Naples Ger. SS. Ankara, Marburg, 14th DD Squ: Vivaldi (f), Da numerous it attacks airplane in 
for Tripoli Kibfels, Reichenfels, Galilea Noli, Malocello, DD. Dardo, several big waves in the night 
TB. Circe & Montanari (from of the 13th; evade all the 
Tripoli) launch of torpedo also, for the 
participation of the fighter 
aircraft of the Sicily 


12th @ 08:00 hrs from Tripoli Tug Salvatore, SV(m) Tenace, various 
for Benghazi Carolina 


12th @ 11:00 hrs from Tripoli Ger. SS. Castellon, Arcturus, TB. Orione (f), Orsa, Procione 
for Palermo & Naples Wachtfels, Leverkusen 


12th @ 11:30 hrs from SS. Alato various stopped at Pantelleria & 
Trapani for Tripoli Lampedusa 

12th @ 11:45 hrs from Buerat SS. Silvio Scaroni various 

for Tripoli 

12th @ 16:30 hrs from Tripoli SS. Amba Alagi various 

for Ben Rasi 


13th @ 23:00 hrs from Naples Ger. SS. Adana, Arta, Aegina, DD. Tarigo (f), Lampo, sighted by enemy 
for Tripoli Iserlhon, MS. Sabaudia Baleno (joined at sea @ 01:00 reconnaissance aircraft @ 
hrs of the 14th) 17:45 hrs of the 15th, it is 

attacked @ 01:30 hrs of the 
16th between Kunat and 
Kerkennah from the DD. sq 
Jervis, Janus, Nubian and 
Mohawk sortie from Malta. In 
an action 
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lasted 30 minutes the steamboats are all sunk. 
The DD. Lampo, hit and with fire to carried edge 
to aground in 4 miles. on a sandbank and will 
then be recovered; the Baleno, centered in full 
load, still floats for approximately 16 hours 
therefore strains to peak. The Tarigo, hit and set 
afire, succeeds to torpedo the DD. Mohawk: the 
two units disappear nearly at the same time. It is 
shipwrecked are aided from aircrafts and later by 
ships from Tripoli: DD. Vivaldi, Da Noli, 
Malocello, Dardo; TB. Cigno. Clio, Centauro. 
Missori, Papa. Perseo, Partenope; N. O. Amo and 
Giuseppe Orlando. They cooperated to the aid 
operations the ships Capacitas and Antonietta 
Lauro, the tug Ciclope, Trieste, Montecristo, 
Salvatore, Pronta. Altogether 1248 persons of the 
3,000 boarded 


the night of the 13th from MS. Rosa, SV(m) 1 
Benghazi for Tripoli Maddalena 


14th @ 01:00 hrs from Trapani SV(m) Frieda, Unione, various from various stopped at Pantelleria & Lampedusa 2 
for Tripoli Nadia, Luigi. Igea, Rosina, sections 
Adele, Rosa, Giorgina 


14th @ 01:45 hrs from Napoli Ger. SS. Alicante, Maritza, DD. Aviere (f), Geniere, arrive at Palermo from 03:00 hrs of the 17th were 2 
for Tripoli Santa Fé, Procida Grecale, Camicia nera, TB. recalled, for the attack to the Tarigo convoy, they 
Pleiadi sail the 18th @ 08:00 hrs 


14th @ 03:00 hrs from Naples SS. Esperia DD. Libeccio had to connect them to the previous Aviere 1 
for Palermo & Tripoli convoy, but joined 5 miles from Cape Gallo, in 

to collision, the Esperia hits the Libeccio, leaving 

them to the stern and bringing its back 
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it is hits at the bow and causes 
the intake of 300 tons of 
water. The convoy with 
Libeccio in tow, from TB. 
Orione arrives @ 15:00 hrs at 
Palemlo 


15th @ 08:00 hrs from Tug Salvatore I 

Benghazi for Tripoli 

15th @ 09:30 hrs from Tripoli Mtkr Labor various 

for Buerat 

15th @ 17:00 hrs from MS(a) Ramb III 

Benghazi for Tripoli 

15th @ 20:00 hrs from Tripoli SS. Bosforo TB. Polluce 
for Benghazi 


16th @ 06:30 hrs from SS. Esperia various 
Palermo for Tripoli 


16th @ 08:00 hrs from Palermo Tkr Luisiano TB. Orione, with T B. Calliope & pause at Trapani on the 18th of 

for Tripoli 1 TB. from Marilibia April for a naval alarm: then 
becomes a member of the Nicolo 
Odero convoy in departure from 
Palermo the 18th 


16th @ 16:00 hrs from Tripoli SS. Regulus various 
for Benghazi 
16th @ 18:00 hrs from Buerat MS. Amba Alagi various 
for Benghazi 


17th @ 07:00 hrs from Tripoli 17 April the SV(m) Vanna and 

for Benghazi Romagna is sunk with a gun 
from smg off the coast of 
Apollania while they are in the 
costal traffic from Bengasi to 
Derna 
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17th @ 18:00 hrs from Benghazi Ger. SS. Samos the 19th @ 18:45 hrs at 1 mile 

for Tripoli from the entrance of the port of 
Benghazi sink on magnetic mine 

18th @ 16:30 hrs from Catania for MS(a) Pe 

Benghazi 


18th @ 23:00 hrs from Palermo a: Nicold Odero, Maddalena TB La Farina (f), Mosto with TB to the convoy joins the Tkr 
for Tripoli Odero, Isarco Calliope & 1 TB. from Marilibia Luisiano, escorted from the TB. 
besides the Orione Orione 


19th @ 05:40 hrs from Trapani for Tkr Al,berto Fassio TB. Climene becomes a member of the 
Tripoli previous convoy 


19th @ 15:00 hrs from Tripoli for MS. Andrea Gritti, Sebastiano DD. Dardo (f), TB. C]io, Missori attacked @ 20:00 hrs to the 9th 
Naples Venier, Rialto, Barbarigo, near Pantelleria from several big 
Birmania waves of bombers, the solo TB. 
Clio is hit with light damages 


19th @ 16:00 hrs from Tripoli for Ger. SS. Ankar.a, Marburg, 16th DD. sq Viva]di (f), Da Noli, 
Naples Ki,bfels. Reichenfels, Galilea Malocello, DD. Dardo 

20th @ 08:30 hrs from Tripoli for SS. Costanza various 

Benghazi 

20th @ 10:30 hrs from Benghazi SS. Arsia; SV(m) Pia, Carolina various 

for Tripoli 


20th @ 12:30 hrs from Tripoli for MS. Col di Lana; SS. Ernesto, MS (a) Luig; Rizzo; TB. 
Trapani & Naples Superga Mantanari, Papa, Pallade 


20th @ 17:30 hrs from Benghazi SS. Tenace; Mtkr Labor various 

for Tripoli 

20th @ 23:30 hrs from Tripoli for SS. Esperia paused at Palermo 
Naples 


21st @ 02:30 hrs from Naples for Ger. SS. Castellon, Arcturus, Direct: for interception from this convoy, 
Tripoli Leverkusen; MS. Giula DD. Folgore (f), Saetta, Strale, leaving from Malta the birt. 14th 
Turbine DD. Squ: (Jervis, Janus, Juno 
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distant Jaguar) that but in the night of the 

4th CL. Div Bandenere, Cadorna, 24 one is late in along; and 

DD. Scirocco, Maestrale tenacious combat against the 
MS (a) Egea. The convoy hence 
becomes diverted to Palermo the 
pm. of the 21st 


21st @ 11:30 hrs from Benghazi MS(a) Egeo 
for Tripoli 


21st @ 14:00 hrs from Palermo Ger SS. Wachfels TB. Orione joined the Folgore convoy returns 

for Tripoli with them to Palermo and it 
remains there until the evening of 
the 21st 


21st @ 14:30 hrs from Tripoli for Ger SS. Alicante, Maritza, Santa DD. Aviere (f), Grecale, Geniere, returns to Tripoli for naval alarm 

Naples Fé, with Procida Camicia Nera @ 09:00 hrs of day 22nd and they 
it leaves again with the Procida, @ 
19:00 hrs of the same day 


22nd @ 19:30 hrs from Tripoli for MS (a) Ramb III 

Benghazi 

23rd @ 06:00 hrs from Palermo SS. Marco Polo various 

for Tripoli 

23rd @ 10:00 hrs from Tripoli for SS. Maria Adelaide various 

Trapani 

23rd @ 11:00 hrs from SV(m) Siluro, Giorgio, S. 

Lampedusa for Tripoli Michele, Efisio 

23rd @ 12:00 hrs from Tripoli for SS. Securitas TB Sirtori aground at the Kerkennah, after 
Sfax the re-floated started for Biselta 


23rd @ 16:30 hrs from Tripoli for MS(a) Egeo surprised towards the 23:00 to 65 

Palermo miles. to N, of Tripoli from the 
brit, 14th DD. sq (Jervis, Janus, 
Juno and Jaguar) searching for 
another convoy, accepts the 
combat sinking @ 00:40 hrs of the 
24th with its Commander 
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23rd @ 18:00 hrs from Tripoli for MS. Rosa, SV(m) Rosina, TB. Climene 

Benghazi Giorgina, Unione 

23rd @ 22:00 hrs from Benghazi SS. Raffio (salv.) route & escort varies 
for Naples 

24th @ 19:00 hrs from Tripoli for SS. Serdica various 

Benghazi 


24th @ 23:00 hrs from Naples for Ger. SS. Marburg, Kibfels, direct: for naval alarm the convoy is 
Tripoli Reichenfels, MS. Birmania, Rialto DD. Fulmine (f), Euro; TB. diverted in two groups: Ist 

Orione, Castore, Procione steamboats and TB. to Palermo, 

distant: 21:30 hrs of the 25th), 2nd Motor- 

3rd CA div: Trieste, Bolzano; DD. ships to Messina (18:00 hrs of the 

Ascari, Carabiniere; 7th CL div: 25th). 

Eugenio di Savoia; DD. Gioberti All the ships resume sailing in the 
night of 30 April, forming the 
convoy off the coast of Augusta. 
The convoy is attacked repeatedly, 
but without consequences, from 
smg and airplane on the day of the 
1 May 


25th @ 04:00 hrs from Tripoli for SS. Marco Polo various 
Palermo 

25th @19:00 hrs from Benghazi SS. Ninfea; SV(m) Alma various 

for Tripoli 

25th @ 20:00 hrs from Benghazi SS. Bosforo TB. Climene 
for Tripoli 

26th @ 16:00 hrs from Tripoli for MS. Rosa; SV(m) Igea, Giorgio various 
Benghazi 


26th @ 17:30 hrs from Benghazi SS. Costanza various 
for Tripoli 


26th @ 17:00 hrs from Benghazi MS (a) Ramb III 

for Tripoli 

26th @ 19:00 hrs from Tripoli for SS. Silvio Scaroni TB. Sirtori (until Sirte) 
Benghazi 





404 


28th @ 14:00 hrs from Palermo SS. Marco Polo various 
for Tripoli 

28th @ 06:00 hrs from Benghazi SS. Cadamosto various 
for Tripoli 

28th @ 18:30 hrs from Benghazi MS(a) Citta di Bari 

for Tripoli 

28th @ 19:15 hrs from Benghazi SS. Regulus 

for Tripoli 

29th @ 21:00 hrs from Benghazi SV(m) Rosina, Giorgina, 

for Tripoli Unione 

30th @ 16:00 hrs from Tripoli Tkr. Alberto Fassio TB. Mosto 
for Trapani 


30th @ 18:00 hrs from Tripoli 
for Naples 


30th @ 18:00 hrs from Tripoli MS (a) Ramb III 
for Naples 

30th @ 19:30 hrs from Benghazi MS. Rosa 

for Tripoli 


30th @ 22:00 hrs from Palermo 
for Tripoli 
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MONTH OF APRIL - MAY 1941 


Date hour and location of Transport Ship Escort Notes 
departure 


Ger. SS. Castellon, Arcturus, 
Wachrfels, Leverkusen; SS. 
Giulia 


Ger. SS. Brook, Tilly Russ; Ger. 
Rim Tug Max Berendt; SS. 
Bainsizza & Tkr Sanandrea 


DD. Folgore (f), Saetta, Strale, 
Turbine 





TB. Clio (f), Cosenz, Montanari, 
with Centauro, Polluce 





SS. Arcturus for the magnetic 
mine @ 12:00 hrs and 
Leverkusen by smg torpedo @ 
21:00 hrs of the Ist of May, sir 
near Kerkennah, 


attacked without outcome, fror 
numerous big waves of aircraft 
on arrival, for a more 
determined attack, Tilly Russ 
and Polluce aground near Slite: 
re-floated with the assistance o 
the tug Salvatore 1 of Tripoli, 
they enter in port 
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Date hour and location of Transport Ship Escort 
departure 

1st May @ 13:30 hrs from Tripoli SS. Alato 

for Benghazi 

2nd May @ 19:30 hrs from Tripoli SS. Tenace 

for Bengalis 

1st May @ 22:00 hrs from Tripoli FV. Carolina, Nadia various 
for Benghazi 


3rd @ 23:00 hrs from Tripoli for 
Trapani 


4th @ 01:15 hrs from Naples for 
Tripoli 


4th @ 19:15 hrs from Catania for MS(a) Capitano Cecchi 
Benghazi 


5th @ 08:00 hrs from Palermo for 
Tripoli 


Sth @ 09:30 hrs from Tripoli for SS. Marco Polo various 
Naples 


Sth @ 09:30 hrs from Tripoli for 
Palermo 


MONTH OF MAY 1941 


Tkr Luisiano 


MS. Victoria, Andrea, Gritti, 
Sebastiano Venier, Marco Foscarini, 
Barbarigo, Calitea; Ger. SS. Ankara 


SS. Giuseppe Leva, Giovinezza, Ca' 
da Mosto, Amsterdam with SS. Nita 


Ger. SS. Marburg, Kiibfels, 
Reichenfels; SS. Marco Polo; MS. 


Rialto 
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TB La Farina 


direct: 

14th DD. sq: Vivaldi (f), Da Noli, 
Malccello, TB. Pegaso, Orione, 
Cassiopea 

distant: 

7th CL. Div: Eugenio di Savoia, 
Duca d' Aosta, Attendolo; DD. 
Pigafetta, Zeno, Da Recco, Da 
Mosto, Verrazzano 





TB. Calliope, Cosenz, alle quali 
s'aggiunge la TB. Circe 





direct: 

DD. Fulmine (f), Euro, TB. 
Procione, Orsa, Centauro, Cigno, 
Perseo 
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Notes 


paused at Tajunes 


@ 05:45 of the 4th, in waters of thi 
Kerkennah the torpedo boat is 
torpedoed from a smg and sinks 
quickly; the Tkr. in order to escape 
to attacks of the same smg is 
sheltered at Sfax 


convoy is object of continuous of 
enemy aerial vigilance and of 
numerous aerial attacks airplane 
without outcome 


diverted to Trapani the evening of 
the 6th for naval alarm, it leaves 
again @ 15:00 hrs of the 11th 
together with SS. Nita and the TB. 
Circe 
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5th @ 12:30 hrs from Tripoli 
for Benghazi 
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MONTH OF MAY 1941 


Date hour and location of Transport Ship Escort Notes 
departure 


Ger. SS. Brook, Till Russ 


distant 

7th CL. Div: Eugenio di 
Savoia, Duca d' Aosta, 
Attendolo; DD. Da Recco, 
Zeno, Da Mosto, Pigalfetta 


TB. Climene 
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attacked from smg without 
outcome @ 14:00 hrs of the 
6th, is diverted to Buerat 


5th @ 16:00 hrs from Tripoli FV. Santo Efisio, Siluro, various 
for Benghazi Trieste; Tug Porto Fossone 


6th @ 05:40 hrs from Trapani 
for Tripoli 


Mtkr Pro Patria; SS. Petsamo; 
Tkr Flegetonte; SV(m) 
Immacolata, R. D. 4; MS. 
Scilla 


PG. Valoroso, Mario Bianco 


pauses to Pantelleria and 
Lampedusa 


6th @ 19:15 hrs from SS. Silvio Scaroni 
Benghazi for Tripoli 


Dawn of the 7th May from 
Benghazi for Tajunes (2.5 
miles from Benghazi) 


8th @ 03:00 hrs from Naples 
for Tripoli 


SS. Tenace 


Ger. SS. Preussen, Wachtfels; 
SS. Ernesto, Giulia, Tembien; 
MS. Col di Lana 


MS(a) Capitano Cecchi 


direct: 

DD.Aviere (f) Geniere, 
Grecale, Camicia Nera, Dardo 
distant: 

4th & 8th CL: Bandenere, 
Cadorna; DD. Alpino, 
Bersagliere, Fuciliere, 
Maestrale, Scirocco 


attacked from a formation of 
cruisers and DD. directed to 
bombard Benghazi, they sink 
in the night on 8 May, near 
Tajunes 


return to Naples for naval 
alarm @ 01:15 hrs of 9th and 
they leaves again to @ 02:00 
hrs of the 11th. 
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MONTH OF MAY 1941 


Date hour and location of Transport Ship Escort Notes 
departure 
CL Duca degli Abruzzi, 
Garlbaldi; DD. Da Recco, 
Usodimare, Pessagno, 
Pancaldo 
10th @ 16:30 hrs from Tripoli SS. Arsia; MS. Unione, Aosta, PG. Grazioli Lante 
for Benghazi Fag, Alato, S. Michele, Luigi, 
S. Efisio, Trieste; Tkr. Cirene; 
Tug Porto Fossone 


10th @ 19:00 hrs from Tripoli SS. Bosforo TB. Pleiadi 
for Benghazi 
11th @ 01:30 hrs from Tkr Elisa; SS. Raffio; SV(m) pauses to Pantelleria (16) and 
Trapani for Tripoli Sparviero, S. Paolo, Maria Lampedusa (19) 
Immacolata 


12th @ 10:00 hrs from Tripoli SS. Maddalena Odero, Nicolo TB. Clio (f), Pegaso, Orione 
for Naples Odero distant for two convoys 
8th CL Div: Duca degli 
Abruzzi, Garibaldi; DD. 
Granatiere, Bersagliere (from 
12th to 14th) 


12th @ 19:30: hrs from MS. Victoria, Andrea Gritti, 14th DD. sq: Vivaldi (f), Da 
Tripoli for Naples Sebastiano Venier, Barbarigo; Noli, Malocello, Saetta 
Ger. SS.Ankara 

14th @ 16:00 hrs from SS. Alato; SV(m) Aosta, Luigi various 

Benghazi for Tripoli 

14th @ 20:00 hrs from Ger. SS. Brook, Tilly Russ TB. Castore 

Benghazi for Tripoli 

15th @ 04:00 hrs from SV(m) Adele, Giorgina, PG. Mario Bianco 

Benghazi for Tripoli Rosina 

the afternoon of the 15th From SS. Retsamp; Tkr. Flegetonte PG. Valoroso 

Tripoli for Pantellria 
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Date hour and location of 
departure 


15th @ 23:00 hrs from 


Benghazi for Tripoli 


16th @ 18:30 hrs from Naples 
& Palermo for Tripoli 


16th @ 18:40 hrs from Tripoli 
for Benghazi 


17th @ 01:00 hrs from Naples 
for Benghazi 


17th @ 06:30 hrs from Tripoli 
for Trapani 

17th @ 06:30 hrs from Tripoli 
for Benghazi 

19th @ 05:00 hrs from Tripoli 
for Benghazi 

19th @ 09:30 hrs from Tripoli 
for Benghazi 

Afternoon of the 19th from 
Naples for Tripoli 


MONTH OF MAY 1941 


Transport Ship 


SS. Bosforo 


Ger. SS. Preussen, Sparta; SS. 
Capo Orso, Castelverde, 
Motia; Tkr Panuco, Superga 
(from Palermo) 


SS. Giovinezza 


MS(a) Egitto 


Tkr Irma; SV(m) Maddalena, 
Pia 

SV(m) Igea, Rosa 

SS. Silvio Scaroni 


SS. Ninfea; SV(m) Frieda 


MS(a) Ramb III 


Escort 
TB. Climene 


direct: 

DD. Folgore (f), Euro, 
Fulmine, Strale, Turbine 
distant: 

CL. Duca degli Abruzzi, 
Garibaldi; DD. Granatiere, 
Alpino, Bersagliere (from 
Palermo, the 19th @ 

19:00 hrs to Palermo the 22nd 
@ 08:30 hrs 


TB. Polluce 


MS(a) Scilla 


PG. Valoroso 
TB. Pleiadi 
MS(a) Polifemo 
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diverted to Palermo, for naval 
alarm, from 19:00 hrs of the 
17th to the 09:30 hrs of the 
19th. The convoy endures 
attacks, without outcome, of 
smg; in order to avoid a salvo 
of torpedo, Preussen and 
Panuco comes in collision @ 
11.30 hrs of the 19th without 
appreciable damages 


the steamboat torpedoed from 
smg @ 15:00 hrs of the 18th 
to S.W. of Benghazi, sinks @ 
10:00 hrs of the 19th 


paused at Augusta @ 07:00 
hrs from the 18th to 18:00 hrs 
of the 20th 


convoy diverted to Pantelleria 
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Date hour and location of Transport Ship Escort Notes 
departure 


19th @ 20:00 hrs from Tripoli for MS. Marco Foscarini, Calitea direct: 

Naples (with brit. pows.) DD. Geniere;.TB. Circe, 
Cassiopea. Partenope 
distant: 
7th Div (la stessa del convoglio 
Preussen Folgore) 


20th @ 06:00 hrs from Tkr Elisa MS(a) Scilla 
Lampedusa for Tripoli 


20th @ 16:00 hrs from Tripoli for Ger. SS. Wachtfels; SS. Ernesto, direct : 
Naples Amsterdam; Tkr. Sanandrea; MS. DD. Aviere (f), Grecale, Camicia 
Col di Lana, Giulia nera, Dardo; TB. Cosenz 
distant: 
7th Div come per il convoglio 
precedente 


20th @ 16:30 hrs from Benghazi SS. Arsia 
for Tripoli 


20th @ 18:30 hrs from Palermo SS. Audace 

for Tripoli 

20th @ 19:00 hrs from Benghazi SV(m) Nadia, Carolina various 
for Tripoli 


21st @ 01:30 hrs from Trapani for Mgol Drin; SV(m) Nuova various pauses to Pantelleria and 
Tripoli Vincenzina, Ardito, Tommaso, Lampedusa; the Mgol Drin on the 
Sant' Antonio arrival at Tripoli sinks on probable 


magnetic mine 


22nd @ 03:00 hrs from Tripoli for Ger. SS. Tilly Russ; SS. DD. Turbine 
Benghazi Cadamosto 


23rd @ 21:45 hrs from Tripoli for SS. Capo Orso TB. Pleiadi from 06:30 hrs of the 23rd the SS. 
Benghazi continues alone for the conditions 
of the time 


23rd @ 04:00 from Benghazi per MS. Amba Alagi PG. Grazioli Lante 
Tripoli 

23rd @ 20:00 hrs from Benghazi MS(a) Egitto 

for Tripoli 
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Date hour and location of Transport Ship Escort Notes 
departure 

24th @ 03:00 hrs from Tripoli for SV(m) Aidele, Rita, Alas PG. Mario Bianco 

Benghazi 


24th @ 04:30 hrs from Naples for SS. Esperia, Conte Rosso, Marco direct: . at 20:45 hrs of the 24th at 10 miles 

Tripoli Polo; MS Victoria DD. Freccla (f), Camicia Nera; the to east of Cape Murro SS. 
TB. Procione, Orsa, Pegaso Conte Rosso is torpedoed from the 
TB. Caiatafimi, Calliope, Perseo British smg Upholder and sinks in 
(from Messina until the 20th) a short time. The escort ships 
distant: recover 1441 of the shipwrecked 
3rd CA Div: Trieste, Bolzano; and 239 remains of the 2,500 men 
DD. Corazziere, Lanciere, Ascari aboard; taking part in recovery of 
(from Messina, @ 16:00 hrs of the the shipwrecked are also the TB 
24th at Messina, @ 20:00 hrs of Cigno Pallas Athena, Clio exited 
the 25) from Messina and N. O. Amo (of 

returning to Benghazi) and Sicily 


25th @ 06:00 hrs from Tripoli for SS. Raffio; SV(m) Frieda, MS(a) Scilla 

Benghazi Sparviero 

25th @ 06:30: hrs from Geneva SS. Rostro (Salv.) varie (a seconda delle acque di in stages with pause at Trapani, 
for Tripoli percorrenza) Pantelleria and Lampedusa 
25th @ 06:30: hrs from Tripoli for SS. Silvio Scaroni 

Benghazi 


25th @ 08:00 hrs from Tripoli for MS. Manfredi Camperio; Tug TB. Pleiadi returns to Tripoli for naval alarm 
Trapani Salvatore I the evening of the 26th it stays 
until 27th to @ 20:00 hrs 


25th @ 09:00 hrs from Tripoli for Ger. SS. Duisburg, Preussen (with direct : returns to Tripoli the 26th @ 
Naples 568 POWs.); SS. Bosforo, DD. Folgore (f), Turbine, Fulmine 15:00 hrs for alarm at Lampedusa 
Bainsizza, Tkr Panuco, Superga distant: it stays until the 27th @ 08:00 hrs. 
CL. Cadorna; DD. Grecale, 
Maestrale 
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Date hour and location of 
departure 





10/03/2000 


The Defense of the North African Convoys; Vol.1 


MONTH OF MAY 1941 
Transport Ship 


Escort 


25th @ 18:00 hrs from Tripoli for SV(m) Unione, Aosta Tug Polifemo 
Benghazi 


26th @ 02:30: hrs from Naples for 


Tripoli 


MS. Andrea Gritti, Sebastiano 
Venier, Marco Foscarini, Barbarigo, 
Rialto; Ger. SS. Ankara 


direct: 

DD. Vivaldi (f), Da Noli; TB. 
Cigno, Pegaso, Procione 
distant: 

CL. Cadorna; DD. Maestrale, 
Grecale (the same as convoys 
Folgore, Duisburg) 





26th @ 06:30: hrs from Tripoli for SS. Giuseppe Leva various 
Benghazi 
27th @ 06:30 hrs from Tripoli for MS. Rosa various 
Benghazi 


27th @ 12:00 hrs from Tripoli for SS. Esperia, Marco Polo; MS 
Naples Victoria 


DD. Freccia 
TB. Orsa, Procione, Pegaso 





28th @ 22:00 hrs from Tripoli for SS. Bainsizza MS(a) Egitto 
Naples 


29th @ 05:00 hrs from Tripoli for 


Benghazi 


29th © 12:00 hrs from Palermo 


for Tripoli 


30th @ 08:00 hrs from Benghazi for 


Tripoli 





7 SS 


SS. Sparta TB. Pilo 


Ger. SS. Tilly Russ; SS. Ca'da TB. Pallade, with Polluce 
Mosto 





Notes 


MS Venier is hit from an aerial 
bomb receiving light damages. MS 
Foscarini, hit and set afire from the 
aerial attack to shaving flight, com 
towed to Tripoli and just rested on 
the bottom in the outer harbor. Tw 
aircrafts crash from defense A/A o: 
the escort ships and the cargo 
vessels 


the unit moored to the head of the 
new wharf of Benghazi is hit from 
torpedo of smg at 19:30 hrs of the 
same day of the arrival, and endure 
serious damages to the bow; it 
remained at Benghazi for the first 
repair work until next 21st of Augt 


SS. Tilly Russ and the TB. Polluce 
in the maneuver for evade the 
torpedo of smg run aground near 
Sliten but get free with own means 
and at once continue 
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Date hour and location 
of departure 


30th @ 08:00 hrs from Tripoli for 
Benghazi 


31st @ 10:00 hrs from Trapani for 
Tripoli 


1st @ 05.30 hrs from Tripoli for 
Trapani 


1st @ 19:30 hrs from Naples for 
Tripoli 


2nd @ 14:30 hrs from Benghazi 
for Tripoli 


MONTH OF MAY - JUNE 1941 
Transport Ship 


SS. Umberto, Spartivento; MS. 
Rosa; Tkr Irma 


SV(m) Sant' Antonio 


SS. Arsia, Costanza; tug Costante 
Neri 


SS. Aquitania, Nirvo, Montello, 
Caffaro, Beatrice Costa; Tkr. 
Pozarica 


SV(m) Igea, Giorgio, Frieda, Trio 
Frassinetti 


c 
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ee ere j 


PG. Graziali Lante 


direct: 

DD. Aviere (f), Geniere, Dardo, 
Camicia nera 

distant: 

8th CL Div: Duca degli Abruzzi, 
Garibaldi; DD. Granatiere, 
Fuciliere, Bersagliere, Alpino 
(from Palermo @ 19:45 hrs of the 
2nd, at Palermo @ 18:00 hrs of 4 
June) 


PG. Scilla, Valoroso 





itself at arrival to Tripoli the 
morning of the 3 June explodes on 
probable magnetic mine 


torpedoed from smg @ 08:00 hrs 2 
of the 3rd within the port of 

Lampedusa, SS. Arsia sinks, 

obstructing the entrance 


the 3rd @ 16:30 hrs the convoy is 4 
attacked by a large Formation of C 
Marylands, American aircraft with d 
English crews, the Montello hit 

from bombs, explodes without 

survivors; the Beatrice Costa, 

repeatedly hit which sets it afire in 
irreparable way; the DD Camicia 

Nera assists it, saving the crew 

and in the morning of the 4th it 

sinks it why non-recoverable. An 
airplane shoot down from the 

escort ships, the English crew are 

made captive 


attacked from smg near Buerat at . 
13:30 hrs of the 5th. The Valoroso Ss 
is sunk after a long duel; also the T 
SV(m) Frieda and Trio Frassinetti 

are sunk. 23 men are saved from 

the Valoroso of the 61 man crew 
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Date hour and location of Transport Ship Escort Notes 
departure 


2nd @ 14:35 hrs from Tripoli for various 
Benghazi 


2nd @ 16:00 hrs from Benghazi Ger. SS. Brook; SS Giuseppe TB. Cigno 
for Tripoli Leva 
2nd @ 19:00 hrs from Tripoli for Ger. SS. Sparta TB. Pallade 

Benghazi 

2nd @ 19:30 hrs from Palermo for SS. Liv, Niliuceia, Pertusola TB. Circe (f), Perseo [ee 
Tripoli 


3rd @ 20:00 hrs from Tripoli for MS. Andrea Gritti, Sebastiano DD. Vivatli; Da Noli; TB. Castore 
Naples Venier, Rialto, Ger. SS. Ankara 


4th @ 06:00 hrs from Tripoli for Tug Pronta with a Mine sweeper various enters to the height of ras Hallab, 


Benghazi in tow for unexpected bad weather 


condition the dredge cut and sinks 


4th @ 19:00 hrs from Benghazi SV(m) Rosa, Spalviero various 

for Tripoli 

Sth @ 08:00 hrs from Tripoli for R. D, 40 PG. Grazioli Lante 
Pantelleria 


dawn of the 7th from Tripoli for Tkr. Elisa with lighter under tow; PG. Cirene with PG. Mario 

Benghazi SV(m) Nadia Bianco 

7th @ 02:50 hrs from Naples for SS. Esperia, Marco Polo; MS. direct: 

Tripoli Vittoria DD. Freccia (f), Strale, Saetta, 
Gioberti 
distant: 
3rd CA Div: Trieste, Bolzano; 
DD. Ascari, Lanciere, Corazziere 
(from Messina June 8th @ 15:00 
hrs at Messina June 9th @ 06:00 
hrs) 
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Date hour and location of Transport Ship Escort 

departure 

8th @ 03:00 hrs from Trapani Tkr Zeila TB. Papa 

for Tripoli 

8th @ 04:00 hrs from Tripoli MS. Amba Alagi 
Securitas, Pertusola; FV. 


for Palermo 
TB. Cigno 
for Trapani 


Benghazi for Tripoli 
SS. Milano; MS. Tabarca with SV(m) Maggiore Macchi 
FV. Nuova Eleonora under 
tow. 


8th @ 13:00 hrs from Tripoli 
for Benghazi 


Ger. SS. Tilly Russ; SS. 


8th @ 15:00 hrs from Tripoli 
for Trapani 


8th @ 20:00 hrs from Tripoli 
for Trapani 


Tug Salvatore I with SS. S. 
Luigi under tow; SV(m) 
Camperio 


TB. Missori (f), Pilo 


9th @ 02:30 hrs from Tripoli 
for Benghazi 


SS. Silvio Scaroni, TB. Polluce (f), Pallade 


Cadamosto; SV(M) Aosta 


10th @ 05:30 hrs from Naples 
for Tripoli 


Ger. SS. Wachtfels; 
Amsterdam Giulia Ernesto, 
Tembien, MS. Col di Lana 


SS. DD. Malocello (f), TB. 
Procione, Pegaso, Slio, Orsa 
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day 12th @ 04:00 hrs the SS. 
S. Scaroni, is hit from torpedo 
of the brit. smg Taku, sinks to 
70 miles west of Benghazi; 27 
members of the crew are 
saved including the 
commander 


the convoy the becomes a 
member of r. n. off. Pacinotti 
leaving from Trapani @ 14:30 
hrs of the 10th 
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Date hour and location of Transport Ship Escort 
departure 


11th @ 03:00 hrs from Trapani for SV(m) Delfino, Aurora, Cora, stopping the 13th at Pantelleria 
Tripoli Svan I, Stefano padre S. Roco, then continues independently to 
Fratelli Bertolli Tripoli from where she proceeds 
for other localities of Libya 


11th @ 19:30 hrs from Tripoli for SS. Aquitania, Nita, Castelverde DD. Aviere (f), Geniere, Dardo 

Naples 

11th @ 21:00 hrs from Tripoli for SS. Regulus TB. Papa stopped at Pantelleria and 
Trapani Lampedusa, 

11th @ 21:30 hrs from Trapani for Tkr Speranza stopped at Lampedusa and 
Tripoli Pantelleria 

12th @ 11:00 hrs from Tripoli for MS. Barbarigo TB. Calliope (f), Mosto 

Naples 


12th @ 22:00 hrs from Tripoli for Ger. SS. Brook; SV(m) Unione TB. Circe 

Benghazi 

13th @ 09:30 hrs from Tripoli for SS. Alato various stopped at Pantelleria 
Trapani 

14th @ 22:00 hrs from Benghazi SS. Adua; SV(m) Aosta TB. Pallade 

for Tripoli 

15th @ 10:00 hrs from Tripoli for SS. Eridano, Priaruggia, Sibilla MS(a) Citta di Tunisi 

Palermo 


15th @ 19:30 hrs from Benghazi SS. Pertusola, Ninfea TB. Circe 
for Tripoli 
17th @ 07:00 hrs from Tripoli for SS. Giuseppe Leva TB. Climene 
Benghazi 
17th @ 14:30 hrs from Benghazi SS. Ca'da Mosto, Ninfea; SV(m) TB. Perseo 
for Tripoli Unione 
18th @ 07:00 hrs from Tripoli for Ger. SS. Sparta; Ger. tug Max TB. Montanari 
Benghazi Berendt with Tkr. S. Giorgio 

under tow 


12th @ 15:00 hrs from Tripoli for SS. Esperia, Marco Polo; MS TB. Freccia (f), Saetta, Strale, 
Naples Victoria Gioberti 
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Date hour and location of Transport Ship Escort 
departure 


19th @ 05.30 hrs from Trapani for Tkr. Bonnida; SS. Una, Prospero, various stopped at Lampedusa and 
Tripoli Petsamo Pantelleria; the convoy is the 
object of numerous aerial attacks 


19th @ 06.30 hrs from Tripoli for SS. Caffaro with TB. Palluce TB. Cigno (f), Papa, Sirtori (from 
Trapani & Naples under tow, SS. Nirvo, Tkr Messina) Calliope 
Pozarica 


19th @ 15.30 hrs from Trapani for SS Prospero stopped at Pantelleria and 

Tripoli Lampedusa. becomes a member of 
the Bormida convoy 

19th @ 19:00 hrs from Benghazi Ger. SS. Brook TB. Climene 

for Tripoli 


19th @ 23.30 hrs from Naples for SS. Ger. Preusseu; SS. Motia, DD. Folgore (f), Euro, Saetta, endures numerous aerial attacks 
Tripoli Bainsizza, Maddalena Odero, Fulmine without consequences 
Nicold Odero; 


20th @ 13.30 hrs from Palermo Mtkr Ardor TB. Mosto combined with the previous 
for Tripoli convoy 

21st @ 11:00 hrs from Tripoli for SV(m) Sparviero, Svam I, Cara, various 

Benghazi Aurora 


21st @ 15:00 hrs from Tripoli for Ger. SS. Wachtfels; SS. DD. Malocello (f), TB. Procione, as a result of numerous it aerial 
Naples Amsterdam, Giulia, Ernesto, Pegaso, Clio, Orsa, Cosenz, attacks on the 22nd between 12:00 
Temlbien; MS. Col di Lana reinforced on the 23rd June: 10th and 15:00 hrs the Temblen and 
DD. sq: Maestrale. Grecale, Wachtfels, hit from bombs, enter 
Usodimare with the TB. Orsa to Trapani; the 
convoys ship shoot down 3 
aircraft 


22nd @ 02:00 hrs from Pantelleria SS. Rostro (Salv); SS Francesco various the Querini, hit from a smg 

for Tripoli Querini, Ettore Fieramosca torpedo sinks at 15:00 hrs of the 
22nd; the rest of the convoy is 
sheltered in Lampedusa 
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Date hour and location of Transport Ship Escort 
departure 

22nd @ 21:00 hrs from Tripoli for SS. Audace various 
Trapani 

24th @ 08:30 hrs from Tripoli for SS. Motia TB. Clio 
Benghazi 

24th @ 18:30 hrs from Benghazi for | Ger. SS. Sparta; SS. Giuseppe Leva TB. Pallade 
Tripoli 

24th @ 23:00 hrs from Tripoli for Tkr. Bormida; tug Galileo r.d. 13 
Pantelleria 


25th @ 04:30 hrs from Naples for SS. Esperia, Marco Polo; MS. direct: diverted to Taranto for serious aerial 
Tripoli Oceania, Neptunia DD. Aviere (f), Geniere, Gioberti, Da | threat it reaches there at 17:00 hrs of 
Noli the 26th, and they leaves again for 
distant: Tripoli at 17:00 hrs of the 27th. 
3rd CA Div: Trieste, Gorizia; 12th Attacked repeatedly from airplane, 
DD. sq: Carazziere, Carabiniere, the Esperia is hit with light damages 
Ascari (from Messina 25th @ 19:00 
hrs at Messina the 29th @ 11:00hrs) 


25th @ 07:00 hrs from Tripoli for SS. Cadamosto; SV(m) Aosta, TB. Perseo 

Benghazi Unione 

27th @ 16:00 hrs from Tripoli for SS. Pertusola with lighter under tow, | TB. Circe 

Benghazi Ninfea 

28th @ 05:30 hrs from Tripoli for SS. Ogaden TB. Papa with Cascino 

Palermo 

28th @ 14:00 hrs from Benghazi for | SV(m) Aosta, Unione 
Tripoli 


28th @ 21:00 hrs from Lampedusa Tkr Speranza; SV(m) Eugenio, various the SS. Rostro and Fieramosca 
for Tripoli Vincenzo p.; MineSweepers Proteo, becomes a member of the convoy 
Tenacemente, Orfeo 


29th @ 17:00 hrs from Tripoli for SS. Ger. Brook; SS. ex Yugo, Una TB. Climene 
Benghazi 

29th @ 07:00 hrs from Tripoli for SS. Capo Orso TB. Cigno 
Benghazi 
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MONTH OF JUNE 1941 


Date hour and location of Transport Ship Escort Notes 
departure 

29th @ 18:00 hrs from Palermo SS. Eridano various 

for Tripoli 


30th @ 20:00 hrs from Tripoli for SS. Esperia, Marco Polo; MS DD. Aviere .(f), Geniere, Gioberti, MS. Oceania and DD. Lanciere 
Naples Nepturna Da Noli depart at 22:00 hrs and become a 


member of the convoy during the 
night 


30th @ 18:00 hrs from Naples for MS. Francesco .Barbaro, DD. Freccia (f), Strale, Dardo, 
Tripoli Sebastiano Vemer, Andrea Gritti, Turbine 

Rialto, Barbarigo; SS. Ger, 

Ankara 





MONTH OF JULY 1941 


1st @ 13:00 hrs from Benghazi SS. Cadamosto, Motia TB. Circe 
for Tripoli 
1st @ 14:00 hrs from Benghazi SV(m) Svam I, Cora PG. Alula 
for Tripoli 


1st @ 20:00 hrs from Tripoli for Ger. SS. Preussen; SS. Bainsizza, DD Folgore (f), Euro, Saetta, 
Naples Maddalena, Ociero, Nicolé Odero, Fulmine 
Giuseppe Leva; Mtkr Ardor 
4th @ 20:30. hrs from Benghazi Ger. SS Brook; Ger. Tug Max TB. Climene 
for Tripoli Barendt with SV(m) Carolina 

under tow 


6th @ 20:00 hrs from Benghazi SS. Ninfea PG. De Lutti surprised at 21:45 hrs of the 6th 

for Tripoli near Taiunes. are attacked with the 
gun from a brit. smg Triumph and 
sunk in shallow water the smg 
reacting, to the lively reaction of 
the gunboat it more endures 
sensitive damages that obligate it 
to flee 
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MONTH OF JULY 1941 


Date hour and location of Transport Ship Escort Notes 
departure 
6th @ 18:30 hrs from Benghazi for SS. Perrusola TB. Clio 
Tripoli 
9th @ 10:45 hrs from Tripoli for SV(m) Alas, Rita, Unione, TB. Pallade; PG. Scilla Rim 
Benghazi Provocazione 
9th @ 18:30: hrs from Benghazi for Mtkr Labor; SS. Prospero TB. Perseo 
Tripoli 


10th @ 21:45 hrs from Naples for SS. Emesto, Nita, Castelverde, Nirva, | DD. Fuciliere (f), Alpino, Malocello 
Tripoli Aquitania (from Palermo June 11 @ 16:30 hrs), 
TB. Procione, Pegaso, Orsa (from 
Naples June 10th @ 21:00 hrs) 
10th @ 19:30 hrs from Brindisi for MS Caldea TB. Montanari (from Tripoli) sunk by torpedo of smg at 09:30 hrs 
Benghazi of the 13th approximately 10 miles. 
N. of Benghazi 


12th @ 14:30 hrs from Benghazi for | SS, Capo Orso various 
Brindisi 
13th @ 12:00 from Tripoli for SS. Motia, Cadamosto TB. Climene 
Benghazi 


14th @ 17:00 from Tripoli per MS. Rialto, A. .Gritti, S. Venier, DD. MaloceHo (f), Alpino, Fuciliere: | attacked from one or more smg at 

Naples Barbarigo; Ger. SS. Ankara TB. Procione, Pegaso, Orsa 15:00 hrs of the 15th in the area S. of 
Pantelleria; the MS. Barbarigo hit to 
stern sinks approximately 8 miles. to 
S. of Sciaccazza point; attacked by 
aircraft without effect 


15th @ 24:00 from Naples for SS. Bosforo TB. Cosenz (until Libya); TB. Perseo 
Benghazi (from 09:30 hrs del 19th 


16th @ 16:00 hrs from Taranto for SS. Marco Polo; MS. Oceania, Direct: 
Tripoli Neptunia DD. Geniere (f), Lanciere, Gioberti, 
Oriani; 
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MONTH OF JULY 1941 


Date hour and Transport Ship Escort Notes 
location of departure 
at a distance: 
3rd CA Div: Trieste, Balzano; DD 
Ascari, Carabiniere, Carazziere 
17th @ 20:15 hrs from SS. Anna Maria TB Partenope 
Palermo for Tripoli 


17th @20:00 hrs from Ger SS. Menes under tow. from TB. Circe the 20th @ 11:15 spotted the si 
Tripoli for Trapani tug Ciclope with asst. of smg torpedo launch which mis: 
Ger. Max Berendt attacks smg and during the fam 


hunting a wide naphta speck th 
19th @ 19:30 hrs from SS Motia, Cadamosto TB Perseo 
Benghazi for Tripoli 


them to think the submarine ws 
damaged 


18th @ 20:00 hrs from Ger SS. Brook; SS. Prospero; TB Pallade 
Tripoli for Benghazi SV(m) Cora e Esperia 


19th @ 20:30 hrs from MS Neptuna, Oceania; SS. Marco direct: 
Tripoli for Taranto Polo DD Geniere (f), Lanciere, Gioberti, 
Oriani 





19th @ 22:00 hrs from Tkr. Panuco TB. Centauro, Montanari the tkr Panuco was hit froma a 
Tripoli for Palermo torpedo in the port of Tripoli tt 
of the 17th, still loaded with be 
Since the ship was not set afire 
possible to patch the hole and t 
ship to Italy for the repairs. On 
departure from Tripoli the tkr I 
had aboard 6.000 tons. of benz 
had not been possible to disem 


421 


Date hour and 
location of departure 


21st @ 05:15 hrs from Naples for 
Tripoli 


21st @ 23:00 hrs from Palermo for 
Tripoli 
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DD Folgore (f), Euro, Saetta, 
Fulmine (temp.) with Alpino, 
Fuciliere; TB. Pallade (from Tripoli) 


Transport Ship 


SS. Maddalena Odero. Nicold 
Odero, Caffaro; Ger. SS. 
Preussen 
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Notes 


attacked from Blenhein to the 22nd 
@ 19:00, 30 miles. west of 
Pantelleria; the SS. Preussen is hit 
by bombs explodes and sinks in 15 
minutes, the other ships rescue 
nearly all the crew 


the tanker, it had been scheduled for 
the previous convoy, is attacked by 
Blenheim and hit @ 19:00 hrs from 
bombs that sets it afire, @ 21:00, 
the fires extinguished it is taken in 
tow by the DD but it becomes 
subsequently hit from an aerial 
torpedo that causes the ship's 
abandonment. The crew is 
recovered by the Fuciliere who in 
the night became a member of the 
Folgore convoy 


7 


25th @ 20:30 hrs from Tripoli for SS. Anna Maria; Mtkr Labor; TB. Partenope 
Benghazi SV(m) Rita 


paused at Palermo (26- 7) and 
Trapani (30-31 July) 


25th @ 21:00 hrs from Naples for tkr Pozarica TB. Orione 
Tripoli 

27th @ 02:00 hrs from Benghazi SS. Bosforo various 

for Brindisi 


27th @ 0700 hrs from Tripoli for 
Naples 


SS. Ernesto, Castelverde, 
Aquitania, Nita, Nirvo; PG 
Palmaiola 


direct: 

DD Folgore (f), Saetta. Fulmine 
(from 18:15 of the 28th) Fuciliere, 
Alpino (ending at 20:20 of the 28th); 
TB. Sirtori (from 17:00 of the 29th) 
distant: 

8th CL Div: Montecuccli, Garibaldi: 
12th DD squ: Granatiere, 
Bersagliere & from 21:30 of the 
28th Fucilere, Alpino 





The 28th @ 19:55 at approximately 
20 miles. to the N.W. of Marettimo 
the CL Garibaldi is hit by a torpedo 
of smg to starboard bow; but the 
ship remains in good conditions and 
can continue to navigate in 
formation, reaching Palermo latter 
on the 29th @ 06:30 
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Date hour and location of Transport Ship Escort Notes | 
departure 2 


27th @ 12.00 hrs from Tripoli 
for Naples 


27th @ 13:45 hrs from Naples 
for Tripoli 


27th @ 14:00 hrs from 


Taranto for Tripoli 


28th @ 02:00 hrs from 
Brindisi for Benghazi 


28th @ 15:00 hrs from 
Benghazi for Tripoli 
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MS F. Barbaro with TB Mosto 
towing 


direct: 
DD. Freccia (F), Dardo, 


SS. Bainsizza, Amsterdam; 
MS Col di Lana; Ger. SS. 
Spezia 

the 28th) 

distant: 

(from 19:00 of the 28th) : 


CL. Montecuccoli, Garibaldi; 


12th DD sq: Granatiere, 
Bersagliere (same as the 
Ernesto, Folgore convoys) 


MS Neptunia. Oceania; SS. 
Marco Polo 


DD Aviere (F), Geniere, 
Camicia nerra, Gioberti, 
Oriani 


SS. Capo Orso 


the 28th) 


Ger. SS. Brook; SS. Prospero; 
SV(m) Esperia, Cora 


TB Partenope 





Strale, Turbine (from 03:40 of 


TB Antares (until 21:30 of the 
28th) TB Papa (from 21:30 of 
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the 28th @ 18:30 the TB. 2 
Mosto remains in the port of 
Lampedusa in temporary 

pause 


started for the eastern route 2 


the 30th @ 03:40 the TB Pope q 
sights brit smg . Chachalot and 
attacks it with a gun; after 
short exchange of shots the 

TB the sperona. While the 
boat is in process of sinking 
the crew surrenders; the TB 
suspends offensive action then 
and recovers 70 men of the 71 
aboard the smg. The 
Chachalot sinks soon after’ 
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MONTH OF JULY 1941 


Date hour and location of departure Transport Ship Notes 


29th @ 21:00 hrs from Tripoli for MS Neptunia, Oceania; SS. Marco DD Aviere (f.), Geniere, Camicia nera, 
Naples Polo Oriani, Gioberti 


30th @ 15:00 hrs from Naples for MS A. Gritti, Rialto, V. Pisani; Ger. DD MaloceJlo (f), TB. Procione, at sunset of the 31st (from 1 
Tripoli SS. Ankara Pegaso, Orione (from Trapani), 20:45 approximately) in the 
Partenope (from Tripoli) miles. N. W. of Pantelleria i 


repeatedly attacks by aircraf 
30th @ 18:30 hrs from Benghazi for Mtkr Labor, SS. Anna Maria; SV(m) TB. Papa 
Tripoli Rita 


effect; the Malocello shoots 
of the attacking aircrafts 
MONTH OF AUGUST 1941 
Date hour and location of Transport Ship Escort Notes 
departure 


1st @ 17:00 hrs from Tripoli for SS. Ger, Spezia; SS. Cadamosto TB. Climene 

Benghazi 

2nd @ 17:00 hrs from Tripoli for SS. Motia TB Orione 

Palermo 

2nd @ 19:00 hrs from Benghazi for SS. ex. yugo. Una TB. Perseo 

Tripoli 

2nd @ 21:30 hrs from Taranto for Mn Cilicia TB. Antares (ending at Libya) 

Benghazi 

4th @ 17:00 hrs from Benghazi for SS. Capo Orso in the central section of cros 
Brindisi SS it is sailing alone 


4th @ 21:00 hrs from Naples & SS, Aquitania, Nita, Castelverde, DD Aviere (f), Geniere, Camicia nera, attacked from several large ' 
Palermo for Tripoli Ernesto, Nirvo; tkr Pozarica (from Gioberti, Oriani; TB Calliope torpedo bombers, at 22:00 o 

Palermo @ 13:00 of the 5th) the Nita is hit by a torpedo, 
the Camicia Nera and Callic 
again and sinks @ 01:30 of 
shipwrecked are recovered t 
Calliope 








4th @ 09:00 hrs from Tripoli for SS. Caffaro (with PG. Palmaiola at TB. Procione (f), Orsa, Orione 
Naples tow), Motia 
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Date hour and location of Transport Ship Escort Notes 
departure 


4th @ 09:30 hrs from Tripoli SS. Amsterdam, Bainsizza, DD. Freccia (f), Strale, attacked by aircraft during the 
for Naples Maddalena Odero; MS. Col di Turbine, Malocello; TB. day of the 5th near Pantelleria, 
Lana Pegaso without result 


4th @ 19:00 hrs from Tripoli SS. Anna Maria, Adua; MS TB Alcione, PG Scilla 
for Benghazi Eugenio, Cora 

6th @ 19:00 hrs from SS. Cadamosto with SV(m) TB Climene 

Benghazi for Tripoli Giopgino under tow 

7th @ 20:00 hrs from Tripoli Mtkr Labor; SS. Prospero; TB Partenope 

for Benghazi SV(m) Esperia, Rita 

8th @ 15:00 hrs from Tripoli MS. A. Gritti, Rialto, V. DD Aviere (f), Gioberti, 
for Naples Pisani; Ger. SS. Ankara Camicia Nera, Oriani 


9th @ 10:00 hrs from Brindisi SS. Bosforo, Iseo TB. Partenope (from 05:30 of on the 12th near Bellgasi the 
for Benghazi the 12th) convoy is attacked without 


consequences from smg 


10th @ 10:00 hrs from Tripoli SV(m) Svam I, Giuseppina various 

for Benghazi 

10th @ 20:00 hrs from Tripoli Ger. SS. Brook; SV(m) Anna TB. Perseo 

for Benghazi Maria, Aosta 

11th @ 19:00 hrs from MS Cilicia; SS. Ger. Spezia TB. Partenope (ending @ 
Benghazi for Brindisi 24:00 of the 11th) 

12th @ 17:30 hrs from SS. Prospero, Pertusola; TB. Partenope 

Bengalis for Tripoli SV(m) Esperia, Cora 


13th @ 17:00 hrs from Naples MS. .A Gritti, Rialto. V. DD Vivaldi (f), temp Folgore the DD Vivaldi returned to 
for Tripoli Pisani, F. Barbaro, S. Venier (f), Stra,le, Maloce1lo, Naples because of an 
Fulmine, TB Orsa explosion of a gun during 
aerial alarm; the convoy is 
made port under continuous 


attacks of airplane and smg 
without result 
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MONTH OF AUGUST 1941 
Date hour and location of Transport Ship 
departure 


13th @ 18:00 hrs from Benghazi SS. frig Adua; Mtkr. Labar; TB. Perseo (in the first section) attacked the 15th @ 09:30 while it 

for Tripoli SV(m) Eugenio, Rita is without escort; an airplane 
crashed after collision against the 
mast of the Eugene, a second shot 
down by the crew of the SS. Adua 
that at the 11:00 approximately 
was hit by bombs, sinking in the 
gulf of the Sirte 


15th @ 16:00 hrs from Tunisi for MS. Lupa various 
Tripoli 


16th @ 20:20 hrs from Tripoli for SS. Cadamosto; & ex yugo.Una TB Calliope the Cadamosto had a lighter 

Benghazi under tow that but sank in 
navigation; | mile. from the port 
of arrival a smg it launch against 
convoy three torpedo that hit the 
coast 


16th @ 20:20 hrs from Tripoli for SS.Aquitania, Nirvo; Castelverde, DD. Folgore (f), Strale, Fulmine, 
Naples Ernesto Ninuccia; Tkr Pozarica Malocello, TB. Orsa 


17th @ 00:30 hrs from Naples for SS. Maddalena Odero Nicold DD. Freccia (f), Euro, . Dardo; attacked by torpedo bombers @ 
Tripoli Odero; Caffaro; MS. Marin TB. Procione, Pegaso, Sirtori 2:.45 of the 17th, at the departure 
Sanudo; Giulia; Mtkr Minatitland of the aerial escort, M. Odero is 

hit and damaged; while it is being 
towed by the Pegaso, with 
attendance of the Sirtori it is hit 
again from aerial bombs cause the 
sinking; the convoy entering 
Tripoli, witness to the explosion 
of the Smg. brit. P32 on the mines 
to defense of N.A. the port 


17th @ 13:30 hrs from Benghazi Ger. SS. Brook; SV(m) Anna TB. Perseo 
for Tripoli Maria, Aosta 


17th @ 19:00 hrs from Brindisi SS. Capo Orso, Petrarca TB. Aldebaran (ending at 21:00 of 
for Benghazi the 18th) then TB. Colliope until 
arrival 
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Date hour and location of Transport Ship Escort Notes 

departure 

17th @ 20:00 hrs from Tripoli Tkr Lele; SV(m) Rosina stopped at Pantelleria 
for Trapani 

18th @ 20:00 hrs from Tripoli Mtkr Speranza; SV(m) Alas PG. Grazioli Lante 

for Benghazi 


19th @ 02:00 hrs from Naples SS. Marco Polo, Esperia; MS. DD Vivaldi (f), Da Recco, attach by smg a 11 miles. from 

for Tripoli Neptuna, Oceania Gioberti, Oriani; TB. Dezza; the lighthouse of Tripoli; the 
reinforcing from dawn of the Esperia, hit by 3 Torp., sinking 
19th, DD. Maestrale, Grecale, on the 36th Libya -Italy. 
Scirocco transverse; 1139 men recovere 





19th @ 15:00 hrs from Tripoli MS A. Gritti, Rialto, V. Pisani, DD Freccia (f), Euro, Dardo; 
for Palermo & Naples F. Baribaro, S. Venier TB. Procione 


19th @ 19:00 hrs from Benghazi SS. Bosforo, 1seo T B. Calliope (from first 
for Brindisi section) 

20th @ 13:30 hrs from Tripoli Mtkr Labor; Tug Nettuno with PG. Scilla 

for Benghazi SV(m) under tow 


20th @ 16:00 hrs from Benghazi MS(a) Ramb II], assisted by Tug TB. Climene (in Libyan waters) Mn Ramb III, lacking her bow 
for Brindisi Salvatore I then TB Medici removed by a torpedo of smg 
while it was in the port of 
Benghazi, completes the 
majority of the 597 miles 
distance to port with the 
attendance of only a lone tug 








20th @ 18:00 hrs from Benghazi m. brig. Unione various 
for Derna 


20th @ 20:30 hrs from SS. Rampino (Salv); .Mine 
Lampedusa for Tripoli Sweeper Giuseppina; SV(m) 


Orsolino, Imperia 
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Date hour and location of 
departure 


20th @ 23:00 hrs from Tripoli for 
Benghazi 


21st @ 19:00 hrs from Tripoli for 
Naples 


21st @ 20:00 hrs from Tripoli for SS. Prospero; SV(m) Esperia, Cora TB. Partenope 
Benghazi 


22nd @ 10:30 hrs from Palermo for 
Tripoli 


22nd @ 10:00 hrs from Suda for 
Bardia 


22 @ 19:00 hrs from Benghazi for 
Tripoli 


23 @ 06:30 hrs from Lampedusa for 
Tripoli 


24th @ 05:00 hrs from Tripoli for 
Benghazi 





MONTH OF AUGUST 1941 
Transport Ship 


SV(m) Fratelli Garré, Francesco 
Garré; mine sweeper. Proteo 


SS. Marco Polo; MS Neptunia, 
Oceania 





r. transport Lussin with SV(m) 
Aicione under tow; SS Allberto 
Fassio 





Ger. SS. Bellona 


SS. Cadamosto; SV(m) Maria 
Grazia 


SS. Costanza; SV(m) Annibale 
Bosco, Antonio Rosa, S. Giuseppe 


SV(m) Svam I, Giuseppina 


Escort 


PG. Alula 


DD. Vivaldi (f), Da Recco, Oriani, 
Scirocco (until Palermo) 





T B. Cigno & Pegaso (f). 





TB. i 


various 


PG. Grazioli Lante 
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Notes 


attacked by smg. in the Gulf of Sir 
the morning of the 12th, SV(m) 
Garré, torpedoed, lost 


returns to Naples, still undamaged 
after 41 transverses with Libya and 
Tripoli - Benghazi navigations, the 
SS. Marco Polo, of more than 
12,000 tons. arrives at La Spezia 
where she then remains without 
carrying out further activity 


attacked by smg above Cape S. 
Vito, the Lussin, torpedoed, sinks | 
16:30 hrs of the 22nd; the two TBs 
recover 83 crewmen (3 uff. 10 sot 
70s. c. e com.) 


coming from Naples is headed for 
Bardia for reinforce on the troops « 
the "Migiurtino" front. Discovered 
by aerial reconnaissance and try to 
attack she turns back and is shelter 
at Pireo 


attacked from 5 bombers the 
morning of the 23rd at 40 miles. S. 
of Lampedusa, the SS. Costanzo 
bombed to center, sinks 


aatacked br bombers near El Augiz 
the PG Grazioli sunk @ 09:30 hrs. 
the 24th 32 crewmen recovered of 
the 39 aboard 
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MONTH OF AUGUST 1941 


Date hour and location of Transport Ship Escort 
departure 


26th @ 05:30 hrs from Naples SS. Emesto, Aquitania; MS Col DD. Oriani (f), Euro, TB. 

for Tripoli di Lana; Tkr. Pozarica Procione, Orsa, Clio, with 
reinforcements from Trapani of 
the TB. Pegaso 


27th @ 01:00 hrs from Brindisi SS. Cilicia, A. Oriani TB. Antares (until 03:00 hrs of 
for Benghazi the 28th) 
TB Medici (to rescue the 
Cilicia) 





27th @ 18:00 hrs from Trapani SS. Alberto Fassio TB Pallade (f), Centauro 
for Tripoli 

27th @ 19:00 hrs from Tripoli Ger. SS. Brook; SS. Pertusola; TB. Dezza 

for Benghazi SV(m) Rita 

28th @ 17:45 hrs from Benghazi SS. Capo Orso, Petrarca various 

for Brindisi 

29th @ 05:30 hrs from Patrasso Ger. Tkr. Ossag TB. S. Martino (1st section) 
for Benghazi with TB. Dezza & Perseo 
29th @ 06:00 hrs from Tripoli SS. Lupa various 

for Tunisia 


29th @ 11:15 hrs from Naples MS. Neptunia, Oceania, Victoria DD. Aviere (f), Da Noli, 
for Tripoli Camicia nera, Gioberti, 
Usodimare, Pessagno 


29th @ 18:30 hrs from Tripoli MS. Marin Sanudo; SS. Giulia, DD. Oriani (f), Euro; TB. 
for Trapani & Naples Caffaro, Nicold Odero; Tkr. Pegaso, Orsa, Calliope 
Minatitland, mine sweeper. 
Eritrea 





Notes 


attacked by smg near Punta 
Mugnone of Trapani, at 07:00 
hrs of the 27th Aquitania is hit, 
is taken to towing first from th 
TB Orsa then the tugs Marsigli 
and Montecristo and brought ir 
to Trapani 


attacked from bombers at 14:0( 
hrs of the 28th, the Oriani is hi 
and returns to Greece, at 18:40 
hrs of the 28th the Cilicia is 
torpedoed by a smg and sinks i 
50 second with the loss of 5 
persons 
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MONTH OF AUGUST 1941 
Transport Ship 


Date hour and location of 
departure 


30th @ 21:00 hrs from Brindisi for SS. Bosforo, lseo various 
Benghazi 


31st @ 20:30 hrs from Tripoli for 
Taranto 


DD. Aviere (f), Da Noli, Camicia 
Nera, Gioberti, Usodimare, 
Pessagno 


31st @ 21:00 hrs from Benghazi for Tkr Speranza various 
Spalato 
MONTH OF SEPTEMBER 1941 


Date hour and location of Transport Ship Escort 
departure 


1st September @ 22:00 hrs from MS A. Gritti, Rialto, V. Pisani, F. DD. Da Recco (f), Dardo, Folgore, 
Naples for Tripoli Barbaro, S. Venier Strale, with reinforcements to the 
MS. Barbaro DD. Ascari & Lanciere 


MS. Neptuna, Oceania, Victoria 


2nd @ 19:00 hrs from Tripoli for SS. Cadamosto TB. Clio 
Benghazi 


4th @ 16:00 hrs from Tripoli for 
Benghazi 


SS. Sirena; SV(m) Sparviero, 
Imperia 


TB. Pallade (until 16:00 hrs of the 
5th) then TB. Centauro 


4th @ 19:30 hrs from Benghazi per 
Tripoli 


Ger. SS. Brook with FV. Francesco 
under tow; SV(m) Esperia 


TB. Dezza 


Sth @ 14:00 hrs from Tripoli for 
Naples 


SS. Ernesto; MS. Col di Lana, Tkr. 
Pozarica 


DD. Da Recco (f), Freccia, Folgore, 
Strale, with TB. Circe (from 11:00 
hrs of the 7th) 








Notes 


Notes 


attacked by torpedo bombers at 
00:25 hrs of the 3rd MS. Gritti is h 
by a torpedo and explodes 
immediately with the loss of 347 0 
the 349 men aboard; the MS. 
Barbarian, is also torpedoed, is tak 
in tow from the DD Dardo that als: 
saves 397 men aboard, subsequent! 
takes in tow by the tug Titano and 
SS. Recanati, arriving at the place | 
the torpedoing 


torpedoed by a smg 50 miles from 
Benghazi, the Sirena, sinks at 05:3 
hrs of the day 7th, while SV(m) 
Sparviero endures motor damage 


SS. Emesto hit by aerial torpedo 2( 
miles. to N. of Pantelleria, taken in 
tow from the DD. Strale then in tu 
from the tugs. Marsigli, Montecris' 
Costante, 
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MONTH OF SEPTEMBER 1941 


Date hour and location of Transport Ship 
departure 


5th @ 17:00 hrs from Tunisia for SS. Lupa various 

Tripoli 

6th @ 18:00 hrs from Benghazi for Ger. Tkr. Ossag TB. Clio (until 24:00 hrs of the 6th) 
Tatanto then various 


7th @ 18:00 hrs from Benghazi for SS. Prospero with FV. Trieste under TB. Clio; PG. Alula 
Tripoli tow, & Pertusola, with FV. Stefano 
padre under tow. 


7th @ 23:30 hrs from Naples for Ger. SS. Spezia, Livorno TB. Fabrizi (until a Messina) then 
Benghazi TB. Polluce, Centauro 


10th @ 09:30 hrs from Tripoli for SS. Liv TB. Dezza 
Palermo 


10th @ 10:30 hrs from Naples for SS. Tembien, Caffaro, Nirvo, DD. Oriani (f), Fulmine; TB. 

Tripoli Bainsizza, Nicold Odero; MS. Giulia Procione, Pegaso, Orsa, Circe (from 
Trapani) Perseo (from 06:00 hrs of 
the 13th) 





Notes 


te, con assistenza di Strale e Circe 


attacked from smg 24 miles to N. ¢ 
Benghazi, the SS. Livorno torpedo 
sinks at 18:30 of the 11th, losing 1 
men on the 46 aboard, the smg; he 
attacked by a Cat Z501 of the esco 
without confirmed outcome 


attacked from bombers at 03:00 hr: 
3rd of the 12th without effect, in a 
successive attack to the 14 the SS. 
Caffaro, hit, explodes and sinks 
quickly; recovering 224 
shipwrecked and 3 aircraft are sho 
down. Again attack, at 01:00 hrs a1 
04:00 hrs of the 13th, the Odero is 
hit seriously, taken in tow from the 
tugs. Pronta and Portolago is run 
aground in the outer harbor of 
Tripoli. The Ternbien is hit and set 
afire and carried to the coast at 
Zuara, explodes sinking at 15:00 h 
of the 14th; 285 shipwrecked 
retrieved 
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Date hour and location of 
departure 





10th @ 19:00 hrs from Benghazi for SS. Bosforo, Iseo TB. Centauro 
Brindisi 


11th @ 04:00 hrs from Patrasso for 
Benghazi 


11th @ 19:30 hrs from Benghazi for SS. Cadamosto TB. Centauro 
Tripoli 


12th @ 13:00 hrs from Pireo for 
Benghazi 





12th @ 19:00 hrs from Tripoli for Mtkr Labor TB. Partenope 

Benghazi 

13th @ 19:00 hrs from Tripoli for Ger. SS. Brook; SV(m) Esperia, Rita TB. Pallade 

Benghazi 

13th @ 19:30 hrs from Tripoli for MS. V. Pisani, Rialto, S. Venier 
Naples 

14th @ 19:00 hrs from Brindisi for SS. Capo Orso, Petrarca TB. Polluce; c.smg Selve 
Benghazi 


14th @ 22:00 hrs from Trapani for 





Tripoli 


16 @ 20:20. hrs from Taranto for 


Tripoli 
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MONTH OF SEPTEMBER 1941 
Transport Ship 


SS. A. Oriani 


Ger. SS. Tinos 


SS. Ascianghi; Tkr Mirabello del 
Parco with mine sweeper Pietrino 
under tow; SV(m) Filuccio 


MS. Neptuna, Oceania, Vulcania 


Escort 


TB. Cantore with TB. Altair (from 
17:00 of the 13th) 





TB. Polluce 


DD. Oriani (f), Fulmine; TB. 


Procione, Pegaso, Orsa 





TB. Clio 


DD. Da Recco (f), Da Noli, 
Usodimare, Pessagno, Oriani, 
Gioberti, and from 08:00 hrs of the 
18th: TB. Circe, Clio, Centauro, 
Perseo, during the course of the 
rescue operations 
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Notes 


it is attacked and repeatedly hit fro 
bombers at 14:00 hrs of the 12th at 
60 miles. from Matapan it sinks at 
18:00 hrs of the 13th 


at 10:00 hrs of the 14th attacked by 
smg at 30 miles from Benghazi, 
avoids 3 torpedoes 


at 16:00 hrs of the 17th, 15 miles t 
the north of Zuara, the convoy is 
attacked by bombers; three of then 
are shoot down and one of them 
hitting the SV(m) Filuccio which 
causes a fire and the sinking; the 
Ascianghi saves 10 of 13 men 
aboard 


convoy sighted from aircraft the 
17th and attacked by a smg at daw: 
of the 18th a few miles from the 
coast of Tripolina. Neptuna and 
Oceania are both torpedoed by the 
smg the Upholder. The Neptunia, i 
assisted by the Da Noli and 
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MONTH OF SEPTEMBER 1941 


Date hour and location of Transport Ship 
departure 


Gioberti, sinks at 06:50; the 
Oceania, assisted by the Da Recco 
and Pessalino, while it proceeds to 
the examination of the damages 
received, which turned but not 
critical, and hit by two other 
torpedoes launched from the same 
smg Upholder which remained in 
the ambush area and sinks @ 
08:50. The Vulcania continues the 
navigation escorted by the 
Usodimare, a few miles from 
Tripoli, is attacked by smg the 
Ursula, but it succeeds in avoiding 
the 3 torpedo that is launch it 
against. Of the Oceania and 
Neptuna 5434 shipwrecked are 
recovered of the 5818 men aboard 


16th @ 20:30 hrs from Benghazi Ger. SS. Spezia TB. Partenope 
for Tripoli 


17th @ 05:00 hrs from Naples for SS. Caterina; MS. Col di Lana, M. DD. Freccia (f), Euro, Folgore, convoy attacked on the 4th @ 
Tripoli Sanudo; tkr. Minatitland Dardo & from the morning of the 19:00 3 miles from Misurata, 
19th from Tripoli: DD. Gioberti torpedo bombers; a torpedo hits 
the Mn Col di Lana that, as 
assisted by the the Dardo, is towed 
by the tugs Montecristo and 
Liguria to Trapani. An low- 
altitude aerial attack followed 


17th @ 19:00 hrs from Benghazi Mtkr. Labor; SV(m) Cora, Alas, TB. Polluce 
for Tripoli Maria B. 


18th @ 18:00 hrs from Palermo SS. Marigola TB. Dezza in the night of the 20 Mariliola 

for Tripoli attacked by torpedo bombers and 
smg; hit by a torpedo is run 
aground on sand banks of Kuriat 
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19th @ 20:00 hrs from Naples for 
Bardia 
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MONTH OF SEPTEMBER 1941 


Date hour and location of Transport Ship Escort Notes 
departure 

19th @ 19:30 hrs from Tripoli for MS. Vulcania DD. Da Recco, Da Noli, 

Naples Usodimare, Pessagno 


Ger. SS. Almena 


TB. Procione (ending at 
13:30 hrs of the 25th) 
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during the stop at Bardia repeatedly 
attacked from the air without direct 
effect. Some aircrafts shot down by the 
local defense and the crew aboard 


19th @ 20:30 hrs from Tripoli for SS. Sabbia towed by tug . TB. Perseo 
Palermo Salvatore I 


19th @ 21:00 hrs from Tripoli for 
Benghazi 


20th @ 20:20 hrs from Naples for 
Tripoli 


21st @ 00:30 hrs from Benghazi 
for Tripoli 


SS. Prospero, Ascianghi 


SS. Tembien Nirvo, Bainsizza, 
Giulia 


Ger. SS. Brook; SS. ex yugo Una; 
SV(m) Vito Fornari, Esperia 


TB. Circe 


DD, Freccia (f), Euro, 
Folgore, Gioberti 


TB. Pallade 


22nd @ 14:00 hrs from Brindisi SS. Capo Faro, lseo TB. Orione 
for Benghazi 


23rd @ 04:00 hrs from Naples for 


Tripoli 


23rd @ 06:30 hrs from Curzola 
(coming from Fiume) for 
Benghazi 


24th @ 05:00 hrs from Tripoli for 
Benghazi 


24th @ 17:00 hrs from Trapani for 
Tripoli 


SS. Castelverde, Perla, 
Amsterdam 


tkr. Speranza 


SS. Cadamosto 


SS. Anna Zappitelli, Priaruggia: 
SV(m) Nereo 


DD. Alpino (f), Oriani, 
Fulmine, Strale 


various 


various 


to approximately 5 miles from the 
outer dam attacked by bombers; TB 
Circe is hit & towed to the port of 
Tripoli and latter to Palermo. The SS's 
return to Tripoli and they leave again 
in the night 


attacked from bombers @ 22:00 of the 
21st, the SS Tembien is hit but 
continues for slowly for Trapani; other 
aerial attacks without effect at 16:00 of 
the 23rd, 


attack by smg @ 13:00 of the 24th, 
near Pantelleria. No damage. 


stopped at Pantelleria with departure at 
14.30 of the 25th 
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MONTH OF SEPTEMBER 1941 


Date hour and 
location of departure 


Transport Ship 


25th @ 08:30 hrs from 
Trapani for Tripoli 


Mtkr. Fluvior 


25th @ 19:00 hrs from SS. Capo Orso, Petrarca TB. Orione 
Benghazi per Brindisi 


28th @ 22:30 hrs from 
Bardia for Brindisi 


Ger. SS. Almena (Mtkr) 


29th @ 11:00 hrs from 
Naples for Benghazi 


Ger. SS. Casrellon, Savona 


29th @ 19:00 hrs from SS. Pertusola; Mtkr Labor; TB. Polluce 
Benghazi for Tripoli SV(m) Maria B, Esperia 

30th @ 16:00 hrs from SS. Caterina; MS. Sanudo; DD. Alpino (f), Oriani, 

Tripoli for Naples tkr Minatitland Fulmine, Strale 


Escort 


TB. Procione (from 14:30 
hrs of the 29th) 


TB. Calliope (f), Pegaso 


10/03/2000 


the 28th, @ 08:00 hrs, 
while it was moving slowly 
in the area N E. of the port, 
hit by a strong underwater 
explosion of probable 
magnetic or acoustic mine; 
sank in shallow water 
allowing retrieval of the 
cargo 


via Pireo, Corinto, channel 
of S. Maura, Prevesa, Porto 
Edda, attacked the 29th @ 
08:00 hrs by aircraft at a 
low altitude succeeds to 
escape undamaged from 
the duel 


attacked by smg @ 03:00 
hrs of the 2nd to 16 mg. to 
N. di Bengasi, the SS 
Castellon, hit by torpedo, it 
sinks @ 04:00 
approximately 
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Appendix 2 


DIRECTORY OF THE ITALIAN & GERMAN MERCHANT SHIPS SUNK AT 
SEA BY ENEMY ACTION WHILE ENGAGED IN THE TRAFFIC TO REINFORCE 
LIBYA FROM THE BEGINNING OF HOSTILITIES TO THE CAPTURE OF 
TRIPOLI 


(10 June 1940 - 23 January 1943) 
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I Period (June 1940 - November 1940) 


Date Type of Name G.S.T. Nation Route Location Cause 
ship ally 

6/18/40 Cargo - MARIA 440 Italy 13 miles North of Tobruk Arial 
Steamer 

8/14/40 Cargo - LEOPARDI 3,298 Italy Lat 32°39' N - Long 21°03'E Torp. 
Steamer (off the coast of Tolmetta) OSIR 

9/28/40 Cargo - FAMIGILIA 813 Italy Lat. 33° 00'N - Lat. 21°38' E. SM. 7 
Steamer 

10/18/40 Cargo - CUMA 6,463 Italy Lat. 37°01 N - Lat. 14° 06'06" SM. 1 
Motor ship E (coast of Gela) (Prob: 

IT Period (December 1940 - May 1941) 

Date Type of Name G.S.T Nation Location 
ship : ally 

12/10/40 Tanker MARANGONA 5,257 Italy Tripoli- Lat. 36° 13' N - Lat. 11°59" E (circa 

Palermo 27 miles South of Pantelleria). 

12/21/40 Refriger NORGE 6,511 Italy Tripoli- Lat. 34° 39' N - Lat. 10°48' 
ator Palermo E.(Levant of the Kerkenak islands) 

12/21/40 Cargo - PEUCETA 1,926 Italy Tripoli- Lat. 34° 39'N - Lat. 11°48' E.(Levant of 
Steamer Palermo the Kerkenak islands) 


1/5/41 Cargo - VULCANO 27 Italy Tobruk Harbor 
Steamer 





Lat. 32° 59'N - Lat. 11°E. (off 
Homs) 





| Lal 
1/9/41 Cargo - GIOVANNI 636 Italy 12 miles off Bardia 
Steamer MARIA 


1/15/41 CITTA' DI 2,472 Italy 
MESSINA 
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II Period (December 1940 - May 1941) 


1/27/41 SS. Mixed |INGO German | 3,950 Palermo- | Latit.34° 27' N Longit. 11°48" E 
Tripoli of Kerkennah 
2/3/41 SS. Cargo MULTEDO Italian 1,130 Golf of Sirte 


2/16/41 MS. Cargo | JUVENTUS > 4,957 Latit.35° 36' N Longit. 11°18'E 
2/22/41 SS. Cargo SILVIA 
TRIPCOVICH 


» 
» 


> 2,365 Trapani- | unknown 
Tripoli 


5,683 Trapani - Latit. 36°09' N. Longit 11°07' E 
Tripoli (from Ras Mustafa & Ras Kap 


» 
» 


2,584 Naples - Latit. 34"19' N. - Longit. 12° 4( 


3/9/41 SS. Cargo |CAPO VITA 
Tripoli (circa 65 miles to S.E. Kerkenn 


3/10/41 SS. Cargo FENICIA 
islands) 
3/28/41 SS. Cargo EMKLEA German | 1,927 Naples - 70 mile S.SW. of Pantelleria 
Tripoli 
3/30/41 Tanker LAURA Italian | 3,645 Latit. 38° 45' N. Longit12° 20" | 
CORRADO (circa 45 miles to N. of Trapani 
4/12/41 Tanker PERSIANO » 2,474 Palermo - | Latit. 33° 29'N . Longit. 14° 01 
Tripoli (30 miles. from Tripoli) 
4/16/41 SS. Cargo ADANA German | 4,205 Naples - Buoy of Kerkennah 
Tripoli 
4/16/41 SS. Cargo AEGINA » Naples - Buoy of Kerkennah 
Tripoli 
4/16/41 SS. Cargo ARTA » Naples - Buoy of Kerkennah 
Tripoli 
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IT Period (December 1940 - May 1941)o 


4/16/41 SS. Cargo ISERLOHN 3,704 German Naples - | Buoy of Kerkennah Surfac 
Tripoli 
4/16/41 SS. Cargo SABAUDIA 1,590 Italian Naples - | Latit. 34°53' N. Longit. dit 
Tripoli 9°50' E. (isle of 
Kerkennah) 
4/24/41 MS. Passenger | EGEO 3,311 » Tripoli- Circa . 80 miles at 10° di 
Palermo | from Tripoli 
4/25/41 SS. Cargo ANTONIETT | 5,428 » 2.5 miles by 125° from Submarine 
A LAURO buoy n. 3 of Kerkennah UPHO 
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5/1/41 SS. Cargo LEVERKUSN | 7,836 German Tripoli- 4 miles from buoy n. 5 of mine & S 
Naples Kerkennah Tory 
5/1/41 SS. Cargo ARCTURUS 2,596 » Tripoli- 2 miles by 72° from Mi 
Naples buoy n. 5 of Kerkennah 
5/8/41 TENACE 3.5 miles by 299° from Surface s 
Marabutto Sidi Bu 


Fachra (north of 
Benghazi) 


5/8/41 MS. Cargo A. CECCHI 2.5 miles by 314° from dit 
Tre Palme (Benghazi) 


5/15/41 MS. Mixed S. GIUSTO 13 miles by 25° from mi 
Tripoli 


5/18/41 SS. Cargo GIOVINEZZA | 2,362 Latit 31°55 N. Longit Submarine T 
19°54'E. (a SW of 
Benghazi) 

5/20/41 SS. Cargo ZEFFIRO 5,165 » 5.8 miles by 130° from Submarine 
Capo Bon TorpedoURC 
5/24/41 SS. Passenger | CONTE 17,879 » 10 miles by 85° from Submarine T 
ROSSO :Capo Murro di Porco UPHOLDER 
(Sicilia) 


Totale 109.089 
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III Period (June 1941- November 1941) 
G.S.T | Nationally | Route 


Date Name 


Type of 
ship 


6/3/41 ARSIA 736 
6/3/41 MONTELLO — | 6,117 


6/4/41 BEATRICEC. | 6,132 


6/12/41 S. SCARONI 
6/22/41 SS.Cargo | PIETRO 
QUERINI 


Italian 


Naples- 
Tripoli 


Naples 
Tripoli 


1,367 Tripoli- 


Benghazi 


1,004 Trapani- 


Tripoli 


7/5/41 SS. Cargo 


7/13/41 OGADEN 2,703 
75/41 BARBARICO | 5,293 
6,996 


7/22/41 PREUSSEN 8,230 


8/7/41 NITA 6,813 


NINFEA 607 


Tripoli- 
Naples 


Naples- 
Tripoli 


German 


Naples- 


Tripoli 
Italian Naples- 


Tripoli 
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Location 


In the port of 
Lampedusa 


Latit. 35°25' N. Longit. 
11°45’ E. (N.E. 
Kerkennah island ) 


circa 20 miles N.E. of 
Kerkennah 


Latit. 32°27' N. Longit. 
18°42' E. (a mg. 70 per 
283° from Beng.) 
Latit. 36°11 N - Longit 
12°E 

near the mole of 


Tajunes (Benghazi) 


10 miles by 312° from 
the light of Benghazi 


8 miles S. of Punta 
Sciaccazza (Pantelleria) 


9 miles of Lampedusa 


Canal of Sicily 30 
miles. S.E. Pantell.) 


Latit. 35°15'N. - 
Longit. 12°17' .E. (circa 
20 miles to S.W. of 
Lampedusa) 


Cause 


Submarine Torpedo 


Aerial Bombs 


Aerial Bombs 


Submarine Torpedo 


Submarine Torpedo 


Cann. of Submarine 


Submarine Torpedo 


ditto 


Aerial Torpedo 


Aerial Bombs 


Aerial Torpedo 
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III Period (June 1941- November 1941) 


8/18/41 SS. Cargo 


8/20/41 SS. 
Passenger 


8/22/41 SS. Cargo ee al 


MADDALENA 
ODERO 


5,479 


ESPERIA 11,398 
LUSSIN 3,988 


8/23/41 SS. Cargo COSTANZA 
8/28/41 MS. Cargo | CILICIA 2,747 
9/3/41 MS. Cargo | A. GRITTI 6,338 


9/11/41 SS. Cargo LIVORNO 1,824 


9/12/41 SS. Cargo CAFFARO 6,476 
9/13/41 SS. Cargo A. ORIANI 3,059 


9/7/41 SS. Cargo SIRENA 


Nationally 


Italian 





Route 


Naples - 
Tripoli 


Naples - 
Tripoli 


Palermo 
Tripoli 
Lamped. - 
Tripoli 
Brindisi - 
Benghazi 


Naples - 
Tripoli 


Naples - 
Benghazi 


Naples - 
Tripoli 


Brindisi - 
Benghazi 
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Location 


Lampedusa 


11 miles for 318° from the 
beacon of Tripoli 


2 miles for 300* from C. S. 
Vito Siculo 


36 miles South of Lampedusa 


Lat. 36° N. -Long. 21°30'E. 
(circa 45 miles S.S.W. of Capo 
Gallo -Greece). 


Latit. 37° 33'N. - Longit. 16°26' 
E. (circa 25 mg. a S.S.E. Capo 
Spartivento) 

50 miles West of Benghazi 


24 miles for 327* from 
Benghazi 

Latit. 34°14' N. -Longit. 
11°54'E. (circa 105 miles to 
N.W. of Tripoli 


Latit. 35°05' N. Longit 20° 16' 
E. (circa 80 miles. N. of 
Benghazi) 


Cause 


Aerial Bombs & 
Torpedo 


Submarine 
Torpedo 


Submarine 
Torpedo 


Aerial Bombs 


Submarine 
Torpedo 


Submarine 
Torpedo 


ditto 


ditto 


Aerial Bombs 


ditto. 


_ 
_ 
N 


Date 


9/14/41 


9/18/41 


9/18/41 


9/29/41 


10/2/41 


10/5/41 


10/8/41 


10/11/41 


10/11/41 


10/15/41 


10/19/41 


Type of 
ship 


SS. Cargo 


ee ger 


cn ger 


ae ger 


SS. Cargo 


Tanker 


SS. Cargo 


SS. Cargo 


SS. Cargo 


SS. Cargo 


SS. Cargo 
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III Period (June 1941- November 1941) 


Lied al 


PAOLA Z 

PODESTA' 

ZENA 5,219 
CASAREGIS 6,485 


BAINSIZZA 7,933 
CATERINA 4,786 





Nationally 


Italian 


German 


Italian 


y y 


y 


y 


Route 


Naples - 
Tripoli 


Naples - 
Tripoli 


Naples- 
Tripoli 


Naples - 
Benghazi 


Naples - 
Tripoli 


Trapani - 
Pantelleria- 
Tripoli 


Naples - 
Tripoli 


Naples 
Tripoli 





Naples - 
Tripoli 


Naples - 
Tripoli 
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Location 


Latit. 32°51'N. - Longit. 12°18' E. (circa 
6 miles a east of Zuara) 


Latit. 33°02'N. - Longit 14°42' E. (circa 
mg. 30 aN.E. of Homs) 


Latit. 33°02'N. - Longit. 14°42' E. (circa 
mg. 30 aN.E. of Homs) 


Avamporto di Tripoli 


10 miles by 311° from Benghazi 


Latit. 33°30' N. - Longit 15°53' E. (circa 
mg. 80 aN.NE. of Misurata) 


15 miles SW. of Favignana 


Latit. 34"52'N. -. Longit 12°22' E. 
(circa 42 miles from S. of Lampedusa) 


Latit. 34°10'N. - Longit. 12°38' E. (circa 
80 miles to N.NW. from Tripoli) 


Latit. 34°15' N. Longit. 12°12' E. (circa 
a 100 miles N.NW. from Tripoli) 


Mg. 62 per 350° from Tripoli 


Th 


Th 
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Date Type of 
ship 


11/9/41 MS. Cargo 


11/9/41 MS. 


Tanker 


11/9/41 DUISBURG 7.389 
11/9/41 S. MARCO 3.073 
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ITI Period (June 1941- November 1941) 


11/9/41 MS. MINA 7.599 » 
ball lll 


RINA 
CORRADO 


MARIA 


11/9/41 SS. Tanker CONTE DI 5.014 
MISURATA 


5.180 » 


6.339 


11/24/4 MARITZA 2.910 a 
1 
11/24/4 PROCIDA 1.842 [| 
1 


11/30/4 SS. Cargo CAPO 3.476 Italian 
1 FARO 


» 
» 
German 
» 

» 


Totale 221.584 


Messina - 
Tripoli 


Messina - 
Tripoli 


Messina - 
Tripoli 


Messina - 
Tripoli 


Messina - 
Tripoli 


Messina - 
Tripoli 


Messina - 
Tripoli 


Pireo- 
Benghazi 


Pireo- 
Benghazi 
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Location 


2.3 Miles at 165° from 
the isle of Kuriat light 


Latit. 31"49'N. Longit. 18"25' 
E. (circa 75 miles west of 
Benghazi) 


Latit. 37"08' N. Longit 

18°09' E. (circa 120 

miles SE of Punta Stilo) 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 


ditto 


Latit. 34°40' N Longit. 
21°E. 





ditto 


Ionian Sea 


Cause 


Submarine 
Gun 


Aerial 
Bombs 


Surface ship 
Guns 


ditto 


ditto 


ditto. 


ditto 


ditto 


ditto 


Surface ship 


ditto 


Aerial 
Bombs & 
Torpedo 
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passes = il 


MS. Co ae 
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IV Period (December 1941 - June 1942) 


12/1/41 MS. Mixed ADRIATICA 1,976 


12/1/41 MS. Tanker MANTOVANI 10,540 - 


12/9/41 MS. Cargo S. VENIER 6,311 
12/11/41 MS. Passenger GILITEA 4,013 —— 
12/13/41 MS. Cargo CARLO DEL GRECO 6,836 


FAB ae FILZI 


pee. i 836 


tall | - inl al 
12/22/41 SS. Cargo CADAMOSTO 1,010 = 


hans 


2/3/42 


2/15/42 


rc «| Mixed 


en 


NAPOLI 


ARIOSTO 





ee] 741 


hae poet Mixed a 13,098 = 


6,142 » 
4,116 » 
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Argostoli- 
Benghazi 


Palermo - 
Tripoli 


Benghazi - 
Brindisi 


Brindisi - 
Benghazi 


Naples - 
Taranto 


Benghazi 


ditto 


Pantelleria - 
Tripoli 


Palermo - 
Tripoli 


Taranto - 
Tripoli 


Tripoli - 
Trapani 


Location 


56 miles N. of Benghazi 


Latit. 33°50' N. -Longit. 
12°50' E. (circa 60 
miles. N.NW. of Tripoli) 


5 miles S. of Navarrino 
(Greece) 


90 miles S. of Cape 
Matapan 


15 miles S. of Cape S. 
Vito (Taranto) 


ditto 


Latit. 33°58' N .-Longit. 
12°03' E. (circa 80 miles 
N.W. of Tripoli) 


Latit. 32°30' N. -Longjt. 
15°01 E. (circa 14 miles 
N.W. of Misurata) 


Circa 20 miles South of 
Pantelleria 


Latit. 33°30' N. -Longit. 
17°40' E 
(approximately) 

in the area of Mehedin 
(Tunisia) 


12 miles by 63° from 
Cape Africa 
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IV Period (December 1941 - June 1942) 


Date Type of Name 


ship 


2/27/42 SS. Cargo TEMBIEN 5,584 — 


3/5/42 MS. Cargo SANUDO eer] 081 


G.S.T. 


Nationally 


Italian 


3/3 1/42 SS. Cargo BOSFORO 3,648 aa 


es] SS. [oan eee | A 1 fee | 


ae 


Gaal SS. lees loot GREGORI aa 219 


5/18/42 SS. Cargo BOLSENA 2, aa 


5/29/42 SS. Cargo CAPO ARMA = 
5/31/42 MS. Cargo G. ALLEGRI 6,836 a 


[ee MS. Cargo R. GIULIANI ae 837 


heme 1/42 SS. Cargo aie FEL ion 


a 


5/24/42 SS. Cargo REGULUS 1,085 a 


Total 115,741 


10/03/2000 


Route 


Tripoli-Palermo 


Tripoli-Palermo 


Trapani-Tripoli 


Benghazi - 
Brindisi 


Brindisi-Benghazi 


Sfax-Naples 


Benghazi - 
Messina 


Taranto-Benghazi 


Brindisi-Benghazi 


Taranto - 
Benghazi 


Naples - Tripoli 


Location 


24 miles by 265° fro: 
beacon of Tripoli 


10.5 miles by 215° fi 
Lampione Isle 


Latit. 36°54' N.; Lon 
21°18' E. (24 miles v 
Sapienza) 


Latit. 38°30' N. - Lot 
18°10'E 
Latit. 34°55'N. -Lo1 


11°42' E. (area of Ke 
isle ) 


Latit. 32°26' N. -Lon 
19°16' E. (North of E 


Latit. 33°07' N. -Lon 
19°28' E. (circa 70 
NW. of Benghazi) 


Latit. 32°31'N. -Lon; 
18°36' E. (80 miles v 
Benghazi). 


130 miles N.NE. of I 


Latit. 34°43' N. -Lon 
11°58'E. 


4.5 miles per 280° fr 
Ghemines (Golf of S 
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7/20/42 MS. Passenger 
MS. Cargo VETTOR 
PISANI 
MS. Cargo MONVISO 


7/25/42 


8/3/42 


8/7/42 


8/12/42 


8/16/42 


8/18/42 


8/18/42 


8/27/42 


8/27/42 


8/27/42 


V Period (July 1942 -January 1943) 
Nationally 





CITTA DI 


AGRIGENTO 





SS. Cargo WACHEFELS 
SS. Cargo OGADEN 
MS. Cargo LERICI 


MS. Cargo PILO 
SS. Cargo PERSEO 
SS. Cargo ISTRIA 


SS. Cargo 


DIELPI 


MS. Cargo CAMPERIO 


GS.T. 


2,480 


6,339 


5,322 


8,467 


4,553 


6,070 


8,326 


4,857 


5,416 


1,527 


5,463 


Italian 


<4 


y 


German 


Italian 


4 


y 


y 
<4 


y 
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Route 


Taranto - 
Tobruk 


Brindisi- 
Benghazi 


Suda - 
Pireo 


Brindisi- 
Benghazi 


Trapani - 
Tripol 


Suda - 
Tobruk 


Suda - 
Tobruk 
Brindisi- 
Benghazi 


10/03/2000 


Location 
Marsa Matruk 


Beached near Lixseri 
aS. of Argostoli 
(Cefalonia) 


8 mile by 333° from 
Sidi Sneicher 


10 miles to the N.W. 
of Milo 


9 miles at 308° from 
Ras el Tin 


Latit. 34°50'N. - 
Longit. 21°30'E 


50 miles by 190° 
from Pantelleria 


off the coast of Capo 
Carbonara 


Latit. 33°39'N. - 
Longit. 23°41' E. 


Latit. 33°39'N. - 
Longit. 21°03'E 


Latit. 35°38'N. - 
Longit. 23°07' E. 
(West of Cape Spada) 


Cause 


Surface ship 
Guns & 
Aerial Bombs 


Aerial Bombs 
& Torpedo 


Submarine 
Torpedo 


ditto. 


ditto. 


ditto. 


Aerial 
Torpedo 


Submarine 
Torpedo 


Aerial Bombs 


ditto. 


Submarine 
Torpedo 
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8/30/42 Tanker 


V Period (July 1942 -January 1943) 


Name 


a fe al 


SANANDREA 


PICCI FASSIO ieee. 


G.S.T. 
4,894 


Nationally 
» 


9/42/42 SS. Cargo PADENNA 1,589 
9/4/42 SS. Cargo D. BIANCHI 1,477 
9/5/42 SS. Cargo ALBACHIARA 1,245 
9/17/42 SS. Cargo CARLONIA 1,237 


9/17/42 SS. Cargo 


at Co] 


333 


» 


9/22/42 SS. Cargo S. P ALOMBA 1,110 mal 


9/27/42 MS. Cargo F. BARBARO 6,343 > 
10/8/42 SS. Cargo DANDOLO 4,964 


10/10/42 SS. Cargo ALGA 1,851 
10/13/42 SS. Cargo LORETO 1,055 


10/19/42 SS. Cargo BEPPE 4,459 


10/03/2000 


Route 


Sfax-Palenno 


Taranto-Pireo 


Suda - Tobruk 
Pireo - Tobruk 


Pireo - Tobruk 


Naples - 
Tripoli 


Palermo - 
Tripoli 
Brindisi- 
Benghazi 


Pireo-Suda- 
Beng. 


Palermo - 
Tripoli 


Tripoli - 
Palermo 


Naples - 
Tripoli 


Location 


6 miles by 131° from Capo 
Bon 


Latit. 39°49'N. -Longit. 
18°15'E. (S. Maria di 
Leuca) 


30 miles N. from Derna 


Latit. 32°44' N. - Longit. 
24°10'E. (circa 45 miles N. 
of Tobruk) 


Circa 50 miles. N.NW. of 
Tobruk 


24 miles by 15° from Ras 
el Tin 


4 miles from Ras 
Hammamet 


1000 meters off the coast 
of Sliten 


8 miles off Kuriat 
(Tunisia) 

Latit. 37° 15'N. - Longit. 
19°55'E. (west of 
Navarrino) 


Circa 60 miles by 21° 
from Ras el Tin 


12 miles by 5° from Ras 
Turgoeness (isle of 
Djerba) 


4 miles by 280° from Cape 
Gallo (Sicily) 


28 miles by 300° from 
Lampedusa 


_ 
nn 
oe) 


Date 
10/20/42 


10/23/42 


10/26/42 


10/26/42 


10/29/42 


11/1/42 


11/2/42 


11/2/42 


11/6/42 


11/11/42 


11/17/42 


The Defense of the North African Convoys; Vol.1 


Type of ship 


SS. Cargo 


SS. Cargo 
MS. Cargo 


SS. Cargo 


MS. Passenger 
MS. Mixed 


Tanker 


MS. Tanker 


V Period (July 1942 -January 1943) 


TITANIA 


AMSTERDAM 


TERGESTEA 


PROSERPINA 
(ex Beauce) 


LUISIANO 


TRIPOLINO 


BRIONI 


ZARA 


PORTOFINO 


THESSALIA 


6. GIORDANI 


6.S.T 
5,397 


8,970 


5,890 


4,869 


2,557 


1,464 


1,987 


1,976 


6,424 


2,875 


10,534 


Nationally 


Italian 


¥ 


¥ 


German 


Italian 


Route 
Naples- 
Tripoli 


Taranto- 
Pireo- 
Tobruk 


ditto 


Taranto- 
Tobruk 


Pireo- 
Tobruk 


Pireo- 
Tobruk 


Pireo- 
Benghazi 


Taranto- 
Tripoli 


10/03/2000 


Location 
Latit. 34°45'N. -Longit. 


12°31' E. (circa 50 miles S. 


of Lamp.) 


Point of Homs 


Lat. 32°02'30" N. -Long. 
24°04'12" E. (Tobruk) 


30 miles at 320° from 
Tobruk 


20 miles by 260° from 
Navarrino 


Latit. 32°31' N. -Longit. 
23°24' E. (Golf of Bomba) 


At Tobruk 


Latit. 33°10' N. -Longit. 
23°50' E. (N. of Tobruk) 


At Benghazi 


70 miles N. of Benghazi 


Latit. 32°58' N. -Longit. 
15°38' E. (N .NE. of 
Misurata) 


Cau 
SM. 
Torpe 


di 


Aeria 
Torpe 


Aeria 
Torpe 


dit 
Aeria 
Boml 


Aeria 
Torpe 


Aeria 
Boml 


Aeria 
Torpe 


460 


Leal 


SS. Cargo AUDACE [es] 


12/3/42 


12/3/42 


12/3/42 
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V Period (July 1942 -January 1943) 


Type of ship Name 


FERTILIA (ex 
Giacoma) 


SS. Cargo MINERVA 


G.S.T. 


783 


223 


Li 


1,459 


1,905 


1,880 


SS. Cargo PALMAIOLA al 


Nationally 


» 
> 


12/13/42 MS. Cargo FOSCOLO 4,500 


548 


1,012 


4,537 


Totale 83.800 


German 


sae a cell 
fica anaes i al 
iene. oneal Balt 


Italian 


Route 


Tripoli- 
Trapani 


Naples - 
Tripoli 
Trapani- 
Tripoli 
Pantelleria- 
Tripoli 
Trapani- 
Tripoli 
Naples 
Trapani 
Susa 
Tripoli 
Tripoli- 
Trapani 
Tripoli- 
Palermo 
Tripoli- 
Trapani 


Tripoli- 
Sfax 


10/03/2000 


Location 


Latit. 36°04. N. -Longit 12°02' E. (near 
Pantelleria & Lamp.) 


Latit. 34°47' N. - Longit. 11°42' E. (east 
of Kerkennah Is.) 


14 miles by 104° from Zliten 


off the coast of Susa 
20 miles S. of buoy n. 4 of Kerkennah 
Latit. 34°01'N. -Longit 11"52'E. (to S.E. 


Kerkennah Is.) 


Latit. 34°07' N. -Longit. 11°52' E. (to 
S.E. Kerkennah Is.) 

ditto 

2 miles by 232° from Cape Lilibeo 
off the coast of Ras Turgoeness 

16 miles S. buoy n. 8 di Kerkennah 
60 miles S. of Lampedusa 


Latit. 33°N. -Long. 12°08'E. (Zuara) 


10 miles to S.E. of Ras Turgoeness 
(Djerba Is.) 


10/03/2000 
The Defense of the North African Convoys; Vol.1 


REASSESSMENT OF THE LOSSES! 


Ist period 11,014 gs.t 
2nd period 109,089 g.s.t 
3rd period 222,447 g.s.t 
Ath period 115,741 g.s.t 
5th period 184,386 g.s.t 
Total generated 642,677 g.s.t 
STATISTICAL SUMMARY” 


Convoys carried out in both directions*. 

Mercantile Ships Convoyed* 

Total Convoyed Tonnage® 

Transports carried out by warships® 

Employed in the escort service.’ 

Mercantile Ships Lost At Sea® 

Percentile of losses regarding the 
number of the steamboat-travel’. 

Gross Tonnage lost at sea” 

Percentage of the g.s.t. lost regarding 
the Total Tonnage Convoyed"’ 

Materials Loaded’* 

Materials Arriving” 

Losses Equal To! 

Personal Sent! 

Personal Arriving'® 

Losses Equal To. 








17 
Perdite pari al 


896 

1,789 steamer-trips 

8,821,566 g.s.t. 

460 ship-trips 

1,913 Torpedo Boat-trips 
151 


8.4% 
642.677 g.s.t. 


7.3 % 
2,245,381 tons 
1,929,055 tons 
14% 

206,402 men 
189,162 men 
8.35 % 
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Appendix 3 


MISSIONS OF SUBMARINES TO LN.A. 
FOR TRANSPORT OF MATERIALS 
FROM 10 JUNE 1940 TO 30 SEPTEMBER 1941 
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MONTH OF JUNE 1940 

Date, hour & location of Date, hour & 
departure location of arrival 
18th @ 16:45 hrs from Zoea 49 tons munitions 21st @ 13:00 hrs at 
Naples for Tobruk Tobruk 
22nd @ 23:10 hrs from Zoea 24th @ 22:10 hrs at 
Tobruk for Taranto Taranto 
24th @ 16:00 hrs from Bragadino 30 tons of various material 28th @ 18:00 hrs at 
Naples for Tobruk for the R. Air Force Tobruk 
29th @ 21:00 hrs from Bragadino Sustained 3 violent Arial 7/4 @ 14:30 hrs at 
Tobruk for Taranto attacks & two prolonged Taranto 

hunts by surface ships 
30th @ 17:20 hrs from Corridani 15 tons material for Air 7/3 @ 21:00 hrs at 
Naples for Tobruk Force & caused message & Tobruk 

letter from the R. Navy. of 

Tobruk & Lero 
7/16 @ 06:45 hrs from Corridoni Trasported documents and 7/9 @ 15:30 at Lero 
Tobruk per Lero messages boxes transfer 

MONTH OF MAY 1941 


9th @ 21:30 from Taranto Atropo 78 tons munitions 12th @ 19:00 hrs at 
for Derna Derna 

13th @ 07:00 from Derna Atropo returned to port 15th @ 15:15 hrs at 
for Taranto Taranto 


14th @ 16:00 from Taranto Zoea 75 tons munitions 17th @ 17:45 hrs at 
for Derna Derna 
21st @ 06:50 from Derna Zoea returned to port 20th @ 18:00 hrs at 
for Taranto Tarant 
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MONTH OF MAY 1941 





Date, hour & location of Date, hour & 
departure location of arrival 


18th @ 06:25 hrs from Atropo 79 tons munitions 20 @ 21:00 hrs at 
Taranto for Derrna Derna 

21st @ @ 06:50 hrs from Atropo returned to base: the 22nd 5/24 @ 13:20 hrs at 
Derna for Taranto underwent violent hunt Taranto 


from surface ships 
receiving light damage 


MONTH OF MAY - JUNE 1941 


5/23 @ 16:00 from Taranto Zoea 73 tons munitions 5/26 @ 19:35 hrs at 
for Derna Derna 

5/27 @ 01:15 from Derna Zoea returned to base 5/29 @ 14:30 hrs at 
for Taranto Taranto 

6/2 @ 06:20 from Taranto Zoea 77 tons munitions 6/4 @ 19:40 hrs at 
for Derna Derna 

6/5 @ 03:00 from Derna for Zoea returned to base 6/7 @15.00 hrs at 
Taranto Taranto 

6/5 @ 05:35 from Taranto Atropo 40 tons munitions 6/7 @ 20:10 hrs at 
for Derna Derna 

6/8 @ 05:35 from Dema for Atropo returned to base 6/10 @ 11:00 hrs at 
Taranto Taranto 


MONTH OF JUNE 1941 


13th @ 10:20 hrs from Atropo 68 tons munitions 15th @ 21:30 hrs at 
Taranto for Derna Derna 

16th @ 03:20 hrs from Atropo returned to base 19th @ 11:10 hrs at 
Dema for Taranto Taranto 





23rd @ 08:40 hrs from Zoea 76 tons munitions 26th @ 20:40 hrs at 
Taranto for Derna Derna 

27th @ 03:00 hrs from Zoea returned to base 29th @ 12:00 hrs at 
Dema for Taranto Taranto 
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MONTH OF JUNE 1941 
Date, hour & location of Date, hour & 
departure location of arrival 
6/25 @ 09:30 hrs from Atropo 40 tons munitions 6/27 @ 21:00 hrs 
Taranto for Derna at Dema 
6/28 @02:00 hrs from Atropo returning to base 7/1 @ 11.00 hrs at 
Derna for Taranto Taranto 


MONTH OF MAY - JUNE 1941 
7/2 from Taranto for Corridoni 53 tons munitions 7/6 ore 20:50 hrs at 
Derna Derna 


7/7 @ 02:00 hrs from Corridoni returning to base 7/10 at Taranto 

Derna for Taranto 

7/4 @ 11:45 hrs from Zoea 54 tons munitions 7/7 @ 21:00 hrs at 

Taranto for Derna Derna 

7/7 @ 23:30 hrs from Zoea returning to base 7/10 @ 10:30 hrs 

Derna for Taranto at Taranto 

7/17 @ 10:30 hrs from Zoea 56 tons munitions 7/20 @ 21:00 hrs 

Taranto for Derna at Derna 

7/21 @ 01:00 hrs from Zoea returning to base 7/23 @ 11:45 hrs 

Derna for Taranto at Taranto 
MONTH OF JULY - AUGUST 1941 


7/19 from Taranto for Corridoni 58 tons munitions 7/22 @ 21.00 at 
Derna Derna 








7/23 @ 03:00 from Corridoni returning to base 7/26 at Taranto 
Derna for Taranto 
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MONTHS OF JULY - AUGUST 1941 





Date, hour & location of Date, hour & 
departure location of arrival 
7/21 @ 10:40 hrs from Atropo 47 tons munitions 7/23 @ 23:30 hrs 
Tranto for Derna at Derna 

7/25 @ 03:00 hrs from Atropo returning to base 7/27 @ 12:45 hrs 
Derna for Taranto at Taranto 

8/6 @ 13:30 from Zoea 2750 Latrines of 8/10 @ 05:10 hrs 
Taranto for port of benzene for a net at Port Bardia 
Bardia 43,972 tons - Day of 


the 8th @ 10:00 hrs is 
aerial attached and hit 
from machine guns 
about board; against 
intervention of 3 other 
aircraft the subm is 
forced to assume 
submersion 


MONTH OF AUGUST 1941 


8/10 @ 09:30 hrs from Zoea returning to base 8/13 @ 14:30 at 
Port Bardia for Taranto Taranto 
8/8 from Taranto for Corridoni 859 Latrines gas-oil 8/12 @ 19:38 at 


Bardia for net 13.735 tons & Bardia 
48 tons of munitions 


8/12 from Bardia for Corridoni returning to base 8/17 at Taranto 
Taranto 


8/12 @ 12:30 hrs from 3,044 Latrines of 8/16 ore 22:00 at 
Taranto for Bardia benzene for a net Port Bardia 
44.138 tons 


8/17 @ 02:40 hrs from returning to base 8/20 are 15:20 at 
Port Bardia for Taranto Taranto 
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APPENDIX 4 
REPORT Of AMM. CANZONERI AND OF TANK COLONEL ANGIOLO COSTA ON THE 
SINKING OF STEAMSHIP CONTE ROSSO 


1 - Report of Amm. Canzoneri on the efficiency of rescue equipment on the Steamship CONTE 
ROSSO. 
Florence , 12 June 1941 - XIX° 
SECRET 
SUPERMARINA = ROME 
NAVY = NAPLES 
NAVY = AUGUSTA 
and for acquaintance: 
COMMISSALLES = NAPLES 
SUBJECT: Sinking of the requisitioned SS. "CONTE ROSSO" 
requirement of rescue Equipment. 


Referring to my report on the sinking on the requisitioned steamship CONTE ROSSO, I add 
some inconvenient observations verified during the rescue work and that the experience has put in 
evidence, with to some tentative proposals for eliminating, as much as possible, the causes on the 
other ships of the convoy: 

1st Boats. From much I have been able to observe personally and to reconstruct then from 
the information of the survivors of the crew, it is emerged that the majority of the those saved had 
been collection on the boats, both directly from aboard who or to whom subsequently a hand was 
given in the water as they increased themselves from the ship. 

And therefore confirmed that the kind we are dealing with, like in the current case, to save 
personal unaware of sea and that the majority of whom does not know how to swim, and in this 
eventuality there does not take place some of kind unfavorable circumstances been necessary on 
the CONTE ROSSO (serious sudden sideslip and nose heaviness, destruction of some boats, 
exceptionally short time during which the ship is remained afloat after the damages, immediate 
remarkable spilling of naphta into the sea) are on the boats that eventually must count, and that 
consequently, with every attention to details for obtaining the maximum efficiency at the moment 
of need must be recovered. The following necessities turn out therefore obvious: 

The tackles must be fortified with automatic hooks and be held so as to not to take 
time during the maneuver of lowering; the strong barbette 
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the strong barbette with quick hooks or gasket to allow for being able to be let go from the same boat 
without participation of personal aboard; the amount of accessories prescribed in the Regulations must be 
reduced lessened on the safely of the human life at sea, so that the capacity of the boat does not turn out 
remarkably reduced; increase to the number of the life jackets aboard. 

And referring to the boats of VICTORIA it is opportune to notice that they, instead of paddles have a 
system of locomotion by propeller with maneuvering by moving levers arm, and instead of benches have a 
series of cumbersome seats and that reduce the inner space remarkably: it would be advisable for examine 
if such situation can be modified temporary with eliminating a part of the aforesaid seats. 

The four extreme boats of the CONTE ROSSO (astern and Bow) were, insufficiency spaced, arranged 
so as to have to contain each another boat; consequently it was necessary to lower the smaller before 
making room or to move along the side and then to lower the other. The complications deriving from such 
operations in an emergency situation and the necessary time for accomplish are easy to see. These are in 
my opinion, less than insurmountable difficulties, is preferable in similar cases to entrust, in navigation, the 
four inner boats on the fixed tackle cargo trees, held outside for portage and lowering immediately. 

As indicated in my report some delay (easy due to the massive size of the ship) had taken place in the 
arrival at the place of the boats and (still more important) of the sailors assigned for their maneuver, some 
of them badly lowered from little practical had gone into the sea in dangerous positions. Therefore, while 
the practices will have to be still more intensive in port, since also the personal not of the deck acquire 
greater practice, and since the frequently handling can suggest those improvements of detail useful to 
achieve the scope foreseen, will have conveniently increased to the number of the sailors aboard and their 
service of navigation, with relative the managing, to be regulated so that it is in every moment in covered 
by a clear number of persons practical for being able, being necessary, to begin at once and with the greater 
exactitude the operations of the boats employment. To this purpose it is also opportune to note that, on 
ships of large tonnage which are those of the fast convoy, are insufficient the current number of officers of 
the deck, while in the normal service of the ship there was 5 officers and 2 cadets (besides the commander), 
is now reduced to 3 officers and | cadet. The requirements of war navigation render necessary aboard at 
least an other officer. 

Rafts. - For the number CONTE ROSSO was among the units of the convoy was one in better conditions 
because it had on record 24 Rafts (ten of the great type able to support above water from 16 - 20 persons, 
four to bow and six to stern and 14 of the small type of 8 to 10 persons all an the sides). On the practical act 
I think, they do not have 
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they have had great influence on the number of those saved. 

Those arranged on the bow were not able to launch into the sea for the serious noise heaviness and for 
those lateral sternward the destined personnel to launch had in several cases much hesitation to let go 
because in their fall they would have hit the persons in water along the edge. Of the other part, for as soon 
as the ship has lost its headway is to thank that they remarkably launched a good part of the life rafts 
launched from the extreme stern and that it shipwrecked with difficultly were able to use. In my opinion, 
those kind of the large type, with a little studied and little accurate construction, the heaviest and unsuitable 
to being launched from greater height therefore, and from much that has been reported some were 
disconnected in the fall. 

On the whole this problem cannot be considered satisfactorily resolved and, where possible, the 
employment of Carley type life belts would be preferable (also constructed with various material of 
copper), lighter and less cumbersome, so in much greater number they could be arranged along the flanks 
of the ship, at lesser height from the water and with simpler launch system, carried out from the passage 
personal. 

Individual life-jackets - the greater part of the individual belts in equipment is of the type in use in the 
merchant marine and rather than of belt they have the shape of collar of burlap envelops that it embraces 
four cork pieces of large thickness. They answer to the concept to maintain the head of the shipwrecked 
outside of water also when he is in a state of abandonment, admitting that these belts serve well to the 
scope when used by persons who go in water from low height and know well warning marking, during the 
fall, pressure towards the bottom on corks with both the hands, they are very dangerous when (like in the 
case of large steamships) it is necessary to jump from considerable height (in the case of the CONTE 
ROSSO was more than 20 meters) and they are worn by inexpert persons and in a state of agitation. 

During my long service as a military commander I have been able to state that this is the clear 
judgment of the greater part of the sailors which instead of life rings they call them "chokers" and, as far as 
the useable part they, consider them cumbersome and unfit to persons who must execute jobs wearing the 
life rings. Concerning that at the time of my taking command of the minelayer "ADRIATICO", with 
approval of the M. M. Field Commander of Trapani, I obtained for my crew from the M. M. Command of 
Sicily the authority to replace these belts with those currently in use in R. Marina. 

It is of fact that, good part of the wounded or the remains collections after the sinking had bruise 
traces more or less serious in the region of the neck and the head and that, as much had been pointed out to 
me as the Field Commander of the M. M. of Augusta, at the infirmary of Augusta as well as the one of 
Siracusa will forward one such care report. 

I express the opinion that at least for these steamships of large tonnage 
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tonnage, it must be examined the opportunity for the complete substitution of the belts now in use 
with that of the R. Navy type. 

Passages and ways of interior communications - For requirements of separation between the various 
classes of passengers, these ships, and particularly those of the Lloyd Triestino have the most insufficient 
communications between the deck and the areas insides of the ship (tughe) and between the various 
sections of the ship, such that it is practically very difficult to orientate yourself in order to know the way to 
move from the inside to outside and one side to the other. It would be very opportune to examine if, with 
temporary solutions, that in some cases they could also easy be, possible to modify such situation that 
during the current employment of these ships it constitutes a serious inconvenience in case of emergency. 

REAR ADMIRAL 
F.to FRANCISCO CANZONERI 


2 - Report of Tank Colonel Angiolo Costa, Commander of the troops embarked on the CONTE ROSSO. 


Rome, June 1941 - XIX° 
COMMANDER 4th TANK REGIMENT 
"Ferrea Mole Ferreo Cuore" 
N 2353 of prot. 


SUBJECT: Report on the sinking of the "CONTE ROSSO" 
To Admiral 
CANZONERI Francisco 
Viale Mazzini 50 
FLORENCE 

Embanked on the CONTE ROSSO at 17:00 hrs on the 23rd of May. 

The same evening Admiral Canzoneri , Commander of the convoy communicated to me that, being 
the ranking officer among the embarked Officers, I assumed the functions of Commander for the embarked 
troops and proceeded to deliver the written directives of my approximate tasks and duties and those of the 
embarked troops. 

I held at once a meeting of the 105 Officers aboard, reading said directives and tasks entrusted me, I 
gave to most rigorous kinds of orders much referred to discipline. The convoy left from the port of Naples 
at 04:00 hours of the 24th. From 08:00 to 09:00 hrs was practice for aerial attack. From 09:00 to 10:00 
practice alarm. During such practice I made the rounds of the entire ship, I passed in review all the units for 
inspection the orders given me the previous evening they had been very comprehensive. All wore the 
lifejackets. 

All knew the place of assembly and the ladders of rescue in the case of desertion of a ship. All had untied 
shoes and were disarmed. Perfect order and discipline. 
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At 15:00 of the 24th the convoy crossed the strait of Messina. Soon after from behind was joined by a 
Cruiser division (TRENTO and TRIESTE with 3 destroyers). From that moment the convoy was therefore 
constituted: 4 transport ships -6 destroyers - the above-mentioned division -1-2 aircraft in continuous flight. 

In the afternoon, by order of the Admiral, the dormitories of the bow holds were cleared. At 20:00 hrs 
orders were given to clear also of those of the stern. The troop lodged in those dormitories was arranged on 
the deck. Agitated sea. 

Many Officers and very many soldiers suffering from sea sickness. At 20:45 a most violent blow and 
a collision on the left of the bow followed a scream of pain, fall of scrap iron, breaking glass, loss of all the 
lights. Some second latter a blow to the center provoked the breach of pipes and an serious list on the left of 
the ship while the bow was already invaded by water began quickly to sink. No mechanism worked any. 
Funnel one, the lifeboats arranged on the left side of the ship (the side hit by the two torpedoes), the left 
side of the Command deck, the inner and external ladders of access at the bow, had been damaged. 

All wore life jackets and observed the orders given on the previous evening and the morning. The 
units assembled with order to the pre-established places. The boats available were at once put into the sea 
and also the stern rafts. 

After having going around of all the decks for assure that the rescue operations were being carried out 
with order, inasmuch as the ship sank more and more by the bow listing to the left, I reached the Command 
bridge of the Admiral: I reported on the operations of rescue of the many soldiers who still remained on the 
ship. 

The Admiral answered me that the ship was by now sinking and it was necessary that all were to 
abandon ship. Present at the talk was the Military Commissioner aboard. The troop still remaining aboard 
meanwhile had been grouped on the extreme stern and working the cable that they were using in order to 
put lifeboats and rafts into the sea, were lowered into sea. 

In the writing order given by, the Military Commissioner aboard and from the Admiral, many in spite 
of the height, jumped, but many others hesitated. To such hesitation they attributed the greater losses. 

Nine, ten minutes at the maximum, after receiving first the torpedo, the ship sinks by the left bow 
upturning, were it moved slowly vertical and sinking. Writing, Admiral Canzoneri, and the Military 
Commissioner aboard jumped into sea the a minute before the ship disappeared under water. 

This writer, fortified by the lifejacket, remained in water more than five hours. The dark and the 
agitated sea rendered extremely slow and laborious the reaching by swimming to one of the destroyers that 
parked all the night in the area for the recovery of the shipwrecked. 

The said destroyer lavished with dash and every zeal to 
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praise. Soon after dawn reached the roadstead of Augusta where the shipwrecked 
disembarked. 

The Augusta Naval Commander whom had already prepared the local, material, garments and all 
the possible comfort, received the shipwrecked with deep spirit of camaraderie and had the cures 
possible for all of them. 

The high percentage of loss cannot be attributed to a lack to following the orders or 
indiscipline but exclusively to other factors: 

- the agitated sea (to many sea sickness had removed any possibility of reaction) that yields, 
difficult to characterize and to reach the destroyer you positioned to the recovery of is 
shipwrecked; 

- the rapidity of the sinking aggravated by damage to the lifeboats situated on the side hit 
from the torpedo; 

- the hour of the torpedoing (the rapid nightfall rendered the rescue operations extremely 
difficult); 

- the no ability to swim on part of many and incomprehension on the function of the life 
jacket, too many soldiers hesitated to abandon ship and were swept by the ship in sinking. 

It would be opportune to require confidence about the sea and the life jackets to the troops 
contingents destined overseas, on the eve of the boarding, jumping dressed, from appropriated 
heights, in deep waters. 

No observation circa the behavior demonstrated from the Officers or the troop and the crew. 

All, without some exception, maintained to admirable calm and perfect discipline, yes to 
render worthy of unconditioned praise. 


The Commanding Colonel 

of the 4th Tank Regiment and 
the embarked Troops 

F.to ANGIOLO COSTA 
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APPENDIX 5 
REPORT OF THE LIBYAN NAVAL COMMAND ON THE SINKING OF MOTOR-SHIPS 
OCEANIA AND NEPTUNIA (18 SEPTEMBER 1941) AND OFFICIAL AND UNOFFICIAL 
CORRESPONDENCE EXCHANGED BETWEEN SUPERMARINA AND THE ARMED 
FORCES HIGH COMMAND IN NORTH AFRICA 


1 - Report of Marilibia to Supermarina. 
Tripoli, 21 September 1941 - XX° 
ARMED FORCES HIGH COMMAND OF 
THE R. NAVY FOR LIBYA 
To SUPERMARINA 
Prot. n. 10041 


SUBJECT: Sinking of MS. NEPTUNIA and MS. OCEANIA. 


1) In anticipation of the arrival of the fast convoy the Armed forces high command had taken 
the following provisions: 

a) A MAS section had been sent out at sunset of the 17 c. m. and had executed a hydroponic 
search in the outskirts of point "B". At dawn were to meet with the convoy for escort to Tripoli. 
After the hydroponic search was executed with a negative outcome in spite of the presence of an 
enemy SM. in the zone, perhaps because there was a rough sea or because the type C tubes have a 
very limited capacity with small intense sonorous sources. At dawn the MAS meet with the 
VULCANIA to escort to Tripoli. 

b) Besides the pilot transfer from the TB. PERSEO at point "B", it had been arranged that 
from 04:00.18 the TB. CIRCE was ready for orders and the TB. CENTAURO was ready in an 
hour, both at Zuara. Such units departed timely in fact from Zuara and reached the area as soon as 
they had orders. 

c) They had moreover arranged the following aerial services: 

- on the afternoon of the 17th a Cant Z 501 executed a preventive A. S. W. search on a 
direction of 78° from a point 4 miles to north of Ras Hallab for 160 miles; 
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-the A.S.W. escort for the day of the 18th had been given by a pair of Cant Z 501; 

- from the first lights of dawn of day the 18th, 3 - CR-42 which supplied low altitude fighter escort; 
subsequently, during the day, 2 - Ju-87 to cooperate with the A.S.W. escort of the Cant Z.501; 

- in the morning of the same day it had been ordered a A.S.W. search in the area before the port of 
Tripoli. 

2) The convoy proceeded with the motor-ships formed in a triangle: VULCANIA on the left, 
OCEANIA to right, NEPTUNIA trailing, when at 04:15 the OCEANIA and the NEPTUNIA at interval of a 
few seconds one from the other were torpedoed. 

It is not very clear how such torpedoing had happened. Some units of the escort think they were 
dealing with torpedo bombers, but the commanders of the two ships agree in excluding that and in asserting 
they were dealing with a SM. 

The Commander of the OCEANIA thinks for sure of to have been hit on the left (to sternward). That 
of the NEPTUNIA believes at underneath of the keel (towards the stern) from a magnetic torpedo. Ships of 
the escort and some officers aboard think that the NEPTUNIA had been hit to starboard. If it was this last 
version, it would be a matter of two SM., but it would be strange that both had launched nearly at the same 
time. 

I think therefore that to outline the two torpedo launchs executed from only one SM. that was found 
to the left of the convoy. 

3) The NEPTUNIA, hit first remained afloat until 06:48 and that is for two and half hours. 

4) The OCEANIA hit to in the stern in the tunnel of the propellers, had the rudder and the two outside 
propellers immobilized. But it could move at 9 knots with those inner ones. The commander preferred at 
once to disembark to the escorting ships in charge of its attendance, the personnel that he had aboard rather 
than to take advantage of the possibilities that they gave its propellers to it for to depart from the place of 
the first torpedoing. 

5) This the Armed forces high command, as soon as they had news of the torpedoing, ordered the four 
torpedo boats: PERSEO (that was acting as pilot), CLIO (that was next to finish its escort of the convoy, 
PIETRINO - MIRABELLO - ASCIANGHI), CENTAURO and CIRCE, they were at Zuara moved to carry 
aid to the shipwrecked; therefore also to the No. LAURANA, that was also at Zuara. 

Moreover, on the demands of the Chief Escort, were sent at once the SALVATORE and the tug 
PRONTA for towing of the OCEANIA. For the rescue of the shipwrecked also were sent two Squadrons of 
minesweepers that were operating on the Eastern route and four fishing boats from Tripoli. 

6) While the PESSAGNO was attempt to rescue the soldiers of the OCEANIA and they had aboard 
approximately 2000, at 08:50 two others torpedo were launched against the ship, that sank it at 08:57. And 
they believe that this torpedoing was made by the same submarine that had executed the previous attack on 
the two motor-ships. 
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7) The VULCANIA the only one that continued, escorted by the PERSEO, at 07:10 was object of a 
submarine attack approximately at point "B"; but it succeeded in avoiding the three torpedoes because of 
the timely signal of an escort airplane. 

8) Is seems therefore that three enemy submarines had operated against the convoy. That there was a 
radio direction finding at 03:30 and coded signal from the Supermarina to the Escort Commander - that 
ones which in paragraphs 2 and 6 that had launched and sunk the NEPTUNIA and OCEANIA - that the one 
of which in paragraph 7 that had missed the launch against the VULCANIA. 

The dispositions taken by the Commander of the escort and the Armed forces high command were 
demonstrated effective. They were in the sinister area 5 CC.TT. and they reached to you a little after 4 TT. 

There were retrieved the following number of live shipwrecked, others died aboard. The small ships 
meeting on the place and the hospital ship only retrieving corpses. 


- PESSAGNO n. 2083 
- GIOBERTI » 582 
- DA RECCO » 1302 
- USODIMARE » 485 
- DA. NOLI » 682 
- PERSEO » 131 
- CLIO » 163 
- AEREI SOCCORSO » 3 
- CIRCE » 3 
5434 
Aboard the two motor-ships were altogether: 
NEPTUNIA n. 2944 
OCEANIA » 2874 
- In total n. 5818 
- Saved n. 5434 
- Missing n. 384 


9) The current numbers for those aboard, much deduced from elements supplied from the Military 
Commanders and from the Commissioners, of the two ships disaster are not considered the most exact. 

Those of the saved are not of all the sure ones also them for how many from the CC.TT. and TT. that 
have been counted with those with the maximum compatible of a cure with the urgency of their 
arrangements. 

They are now in route, on part of every Body and interested Agency, ultimate controls. It can but be 
asserted that the figures reported are largely approximate to the correct ones. 

The crews of the two motor-ships have been largely repatriated 
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part with the MS. VULCANIA; those sick and wounded men, with the N/O ARNO. 

The R. Navy has provided to the attendance of the just personal and the mariners of the sunk 
motor-ships, distributing provisions of comfort, clothing, warm cheer and arranging for lodging. 

P. ADMIRAL 
(absent) 
CAPTAIN 
(Commander CARL SAVIO) 


2 - Letter of the ARMED FORCES HIGH COMMAND NORTH AFRICA to 
SUPERMARINA 
11 P. M., on 2 October 1941 
N. 01/15711 of prot. Op. 


SUBJECT: Sinking of the MM/nn NEPTUNIA and OCEANIA. 
To SUPERMARINA 
ROME 

In the report of Marilibia on the sinking of MM/nn NEPTUNIA and OCEANIA - sheet n. 
10041 of 21 September - via n. 4 it is said: 

"The OCEANIA, hit to sternward in the tunnel of the propellers, had the rudder and the two 
outside propellers immobilized. But it could move at 9 kts. with those inner ones. The 
commander preferred to disembark at once on the escort ships, in charge of its attendance, the 
personnel whom he had aboard rather than to advantage of the possibilities that they had with its 
propellers to for it depart from the place of the first torpedoing". 

The report has already reached that Command and therefore I limit myself to at present to 
point out, very generally, on what Admiral MATTEUCCTI had thought it best to fly over, has not 
escaped my attention; in my judgment the OCEANIA to assess the eventual responsibilities 
would convene to flood light on the acts of the commander. 

From the report I have also found that the employment of the protecting forces - naval and 
aerial - which Marilibia had made with a to be on the safe side criterion that I, to these cases, 
judged excessive. And therefore I have invited Marilibia to make happen, shrew yes, but 
energetic and decisive. Endowment of which being said somewhat true defense. 

GENERAL OF THE ARMY 
SUPREME COMMANDER FF.AA.A:S. 
F.to Ettore Bastico 
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3 - Letter of the ARMED FORCES HIGH COMMAND NORTH AFRICA to the ARMED 
FORCES HIGH COMMAND of the NAVY IN LIBYA. 
11 P. M., 2 October 1941 
N. 01/15713 of prot. Op. 
SUBJECT: Sinking MM/nn NEPTUNIA and OCEANIA. 
To the ARMED FORCES HIGH COMMAND R. NAVY IN LIBYA 
MILITARY MAIL 


I have read the repost on the sinking of MM/nn NEPTUNIA and OCEANIA and, to depart 
from the acts of the Commander of the OCEANIA on which that Command has believed to 
skipped over, from I point out that in it is made of the protecting measures put into effect from 
naval and aerial means available there, I have drawn the impression that the protection of the 
convoys on arrival is completed with a imprinted spirit of ever greater precaution, and certainly 
not to prevent and to foil every trap the enemy lays. 

When a convoy is in arrival all the means of protection - naval and aerial - must be in 
motion; all, within the radius of their autonomy, must go meet the convoy and the aerial force, 
from the first light of the dawn until the entrance of the convoy into port and then - although in 
lesser measure - until to the falling of the sun, they must plough the sky without uncovering 
neither means nor of men. Only thereby foil the insidious. The shyness and the parsimony, have 
not ever been factors of success. 

I do not want to usurp the place of anybody above all and dictate the law in the technical 
field: Which everyone must feel and act with a clearly responsible sense; but I desire that how 
much of the above is held as present in the future and it is provided in the consequence. 

GENERAL OF ARMY 
SUPREME COMMANDER FF.AA.A:S. 
F.to ETTORE BASTICO 


4 - Letter of the ARMED FORCES HIGH COMMAND Of THE R. NAVY IN LIBYA to 
SUPERMARINA 
Cyrene, 10 October 1941 
Prot. n. 4728/B 


To the SUPERMARINA 
SUBJECT: Letter of the Supreme Command regarding the sinking of the motor-ships 
NEPTUNIA and OCEANIA 


1) Delivery of a copy of letter 01/15713 of 2 October received from 
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The Supreme Command A. S. regarding the "Sinking of the motor-ships NEPTUNIA and 
OCEANIA". 

2) For a right regard, although he did not enter into its competence, I believe it opportune to reply to 
Supercomando a copy of letter 10041 of 21 September directed to the Supermarina on the same subject for 
information on the events and bringing to them acquaintance all highly summarized the collected elements 
of facts on the first moments. The content of the letter did not at all have the character of an inquiry from 
the behavior, since the time and the means lacked to collect all the elements of judgment, and the thing not 
completely within my competence and attributions. 

3) When Supreme General Commandant in N. A. dealing with that time in this war of our Navy, at 
sea and on the ground uses the words precaution - shyness - parsimony - responsibility, I can easy give a 
wide and exhausting answer. 

But I did not believe it opportune to do for the gravity of the contained affirmations in the same letter 
and for the fact that the organization of the convoys and the incident of the two motor-ships no to be part of 
my jurisdiction. I believed it more opportune to limit to replying to the copy of the letter received of those 
decisions that you believe opportune to adopt or for those communications that you will want done. 

4) And with reflection to that I can add and assert, for ascertainment my staff and that of the 
commanders of the escort ships, than all aviation of Libya, in this serious service of escort for the convoys, 
in relation to the means that it has at its disposition, prodigal with superior activities, passion, intelligence 
at every praise, in the most intimate and fraternal collaboration with us. 

Admiral 
The Commander Sup. Of Navy In Libya 
F.to Matteucci 


5 - Letter of the NAVAL CABINET to the COMMANDER NORTH AFRICA Armed Forces. 
Rome, 12 October 1941 

Prot. n. B/13533 

SUBJECT: Sinking MM./nn NEPTUNIA and OCEANIA 

CLASSIFIED SECRET PERSONNEL 

With Reference to Your sheet 01/15711 of 2 October. 

1) I do not share your opinion that Marilibia would have had to enter more into the merit of 
the acts of the commander of the OCEANIA than what covering it has made. 

The question is of the competence of the Naval Investigating committee of Naples, on which 
the Convoy and Escort depended. It has held out 
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concluded its surveying approving of the acts of the commander of the OCEANIA. 

2) I do not see what a less precautious employment of the means of protecting - naval and aerial - 
Marilibia - or more precisely Tripoli Naval - could have made on this occasion. The torpedoing has 
happened at a time and area where the participation of Tripoli Naval means was not possible. 

3) Suppose that the lack of judgment of energy and decision in the case of Admiral Matteucci drifts 
from misunderstanding. 

In fact not only such judgment contrasts with all the previous ones of that Official, but in the specific 
case it cannot have foundation why Admiral Matteucci was absent from Libya and on a mission to Rome. 
The letter which Your Excellence, has reported not being written nor signed by him. The dispositions at 
issue have not been taken from him. 

4) Ihave rather observed that Admiral Matteucci, after 4 uninterrupted years of service previously in 
the Red Sea, then in the Naval Command and now in Libya, has founded reason of being physically tired. 
And it is my intention to replace him soon. 

The UNDERSECRETARY OF STATE 
F.to A. Riccardi 


6 - Unofficial Letter of the Amm. Riccardi, Chief of general staff of Navy to the General Bastico. 
Rome, 13 October 1941 

THE UNDERSECRETARY OF STATE 

FOR THE NAVY 


Caro Bastico, 

I have been late to thank you for yours of 17 September because I have always hoped that the 
refutation of our forecast facts and that the traffic with Libya was improving: unfortunately although that he 
lays a trap his aerial and underwater enemy has been faced by all means possible, the situation as we see 
then unanimously critical, always remains such. You can very think as all we follow the vicissitudes of the 
convoys directed to N. A. and as effort is placed in every action in order to draw the maximum rendering 
from that we have at our disposition. It is a fact that the Navy has had and must support a task much more 
advanced to the previous forecasts. All the studies, all - the hypotheses of the pre-war excluded the 
possibility to maintain a regular traffic with Libya. Instead the Navy has carried it out for 16 months, 
although it has come to what it is lacking is a always admitted element like sure and continued aerial 
offense that after some weeks Malta would not have constituted a very more serious threat. 

For much regarding the Navy we are making of all in order carry as quality and potentiality our means 
of defense and offense to the maximum 
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of those corresponding enemies; and it is walked unavoidably on this road for how much on the 
permanent result of the raw materials factor and more still the factor of time, that in its tyranny it says to us 
as they are not the possible kind of improvisations in the time of war. 

Our thought are always turned to the Libyan front and can be assured that from us all your name are 
the beautifully guaranteed that victory and to me especially, given ties of good and ancient friendship 
whom they join us to successfully particularly beloved confirm the better auspice of all the "sailors" who 
feel proud and to hear from you "always and perfectly comprised". 


kK kK 


And it is just in tie name such that I want now to entertain particularly on letter n. 01/15711 that you 
have sent me dated 2 October. I will try to explain the merits with all frankness, because I estimate it 
necessary that there are not interpretative doubts on what approximately my thought is the two serious 
references of you in said letter goes to Marilibia, and that is: 

1) In the report on the sinking of OCEANIA and NEPTUNIA I think to point out very generally 
vague and approximately to the acts of the Commander of the OCEANIA. 

2) Excessive made cautious criterion in the circumstance of the protecting means. 


ok ok 


1) The inquiries in case departing from convoys coming or directed from or towards Libyan waters, 
arrive time and time again from Supermarina entrusted the naval command in which the operating base of 
the same convoys has centered. The reports that various interested naval commands (you see about the 
other Marilibia) they carry out with merit and then dispatch to Supermarina, cannot that contain an 
exposure of the facts, but they do not have to give judgments on the same facts, less that they have not been 
in specific way they invested. Therefore it has done Marilibia good simply to signal the decisions taken by 
the commander of the OCEANIA, refrain from whichever comment on the opportunity or lack of the same. 

To be obvious that on the marked fact had to turn to, as you from the rest made to find, accurate 
surveying of the proposing enquiring authority and (Admiral Pini - Commander in Chief of the Department 
of Naples), as well as that one of the deliberating authority (Supermarina). Such tiny, strict, technical and 
operating surveying, under the circumstances, have been made, and of it I give to you attached to this letter 
of mine, a complete extract. The commander of the OCEANIA, a reserve captain, that he has to him assets 
I do not know how many million miles covered on all the seas, he has been, he is from Naples Naval, than 
from Supermarina, completely free from blame. And he maintain that, all the specified elements of fact 
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in surveying, they could not in that small quick part to be rendered in a report to Marilibia. 

The relation of Marilibia therefore has perfectly corresponded to its nature, that it had to be the one 
"to report", not already "to judge"; nor can it therefore deserve exactly to have been intentionally too much 
generic or vague over the way with which a military commander has carried out his responsibility of 
command. 

2) The employment of protecting means at the disposition of Marilibia could not, in the circumstance 
of the sinking of the two motor-ships, proceede from the impossibility to use same means in the nocturnal 
hours, during which the war fact has happened. There is no doubt instead that every disposition has been 
placed in action in order to assure the maximum concentration of means such from the dawn in then. But, 
passing from this specific case to the general norm of employment, I think for sure that, if assistance can be 
an embarrassment to Marilibia it is only that one to act with that it has to its disposition, in so intense way, 
to produce a logistical excessive of materials without to hold account of the real possibilities, more times 
remembered, approximately the re-supplying of means. It has arrived to a such point that, where it had to 
last the rhythm of activity maintained in these last months, torpedo boats and airplane would become in a 
short term all inefficient, without a way of replacement. 

I often comprise like the necessities that are introduced, are all urgent; but also that task, exactly for that, 
the clear rule must be the one to follow a criterion more prudent in the economy of the forces, in order to 
avoid there being all at once on the front equal to a crisis, that it could carry to one indefensible situation. 
Also we are here at the forefront of an quantitative problem that has the characteristics defined by numbers, 
that there are prevailed in the more absolute way; nor it is possible from other fronts also with urgent 
emergencies (traffic of the naphta, traffic of the coal, traffic of minerals, etc.) to give to Libya more than 
what it has. I cannot therefore convene that by emphasizing too much prudence the employment made by 
Marilibia - which knows very well that they will not be able to replaced the damaged units or lost with 
more - of the naval and aerial means that it had under its orders; and that much more that it has turned out 
that the operations of rescue of the personnel aboard on the escorted motor-ships, for that work one and of 
the escort ships very numerous fact to react with promptness, had effectiveness and worthy of admiration. 

One last thing I must call to your attention. From the clear context of the letter it appears that the 
specific noted movements of Marilibia do not provide as well as the very command the person of Admiral 
Matteucci of which the name was made explicitly. Now I observe, than in those days he himself was not at 
the center, because on a mission to Rome; his relation beings in fact not already his company, but that one 
of the acting supreme commander. As the Admiral moreover carries a lack of decisive energy: and if such 
debit is turned to the specific case, since, in that day (for we ill-fated), he has not had way some to act, the 
reports faults another; if, then he, as he could appear from the last one 
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phrase of your letter, is generic, not to say: I only observe that it is found in decided contrast 
with all the judgments previously given of him. 

Instead they are persuaded that Admiral Matteucci, after four uninterrupted years of service, 
previously in the Red Sea, then in Naval Command and now in Libya, is somewhat tired; if also 
sometimes he reveals in the gesture and the word a beautiful liveliness. On that is rendered in my 
account of the long talks that I have recently had with him; and from my ascertainment I will 
draw reason for to suggest between time to replace with another admiral trying selected in such a 
way not to cause a crisis of deliveries, that in these circumstances are to be avoided in the most 
absolute way. 


ok ok Ok 


And I have finished. It was the hour..., I will say you! But, I add, watch that the various 
considerations being carried out now have a double scope: 

1) That one of expiations in the details as I have been induced to draft the official letter of 
answer that I give to the present (Naval Cabinet n. E.13533 dated the 12th current). 

2) That one of the suggestions, inasmuch as it is evidently invoked a personal 
misunderstanding, of wanting to consider null, this official letter, mistakenly that is purely official 
from your emissary (F.A.ASI. Sup. Command number 01/15711 dated 2 current). 

We want to delete one and two from our protocols? They are sure that you will want to give 
to me an affirmative telegram. Trusting in such I'm waiting your reply with alive and cordial 
tenderness and sincere friendship. 

aff.mo ‘ 
F.to ARTHUR RICCARDI 
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APPENDIX 6 
CORRESPONDENCE BETWEEN SUPERMARINE AND THE SUPREME COMMAND ON THE 
SUBJECT OF 
"DISPATCH OF CONVOYS " 


1 - Letter of General Addetto Giovanni Magli, regarding the dispatch of convoys, attention of 
Supermarina, Superesercito, Superaereo and for information to Supercomando A. S. I. 


31 August 1941 - XIX° 
SUPREME COMMAND 
1st UNIT 
Off. Operations - Schacch. Africa 
Prot. n. 30473 Op. all. 1 
To SUPERMARINA 
SUPERARMY 
SUPERAEREO 
and, for information: 
SUPERCOMMANDO A.S.I 


SUBJECT: Dispatch of convoys 
is transmitted to extract of sheet 01/12359 of 18 August u. s. of Supercomando A. S. I. 


This supreme command has already decided since it has ordered censorship on mail and telegrams 
directed to Libya watertight. 

He is requested to decide: 

- since all the employed organs maintain in the cares of the civil agencies the possible security 
principle on the dates of departure of the single steamboats and the convoys; 

- since not indispensable radio communications are avoided and are assured the water tightness of 
those necessary ones, eventually changing the codes in relation to the hypothesis put forward in the joint 
sheet in the cares of the actions on the port of Bardia. 

He is expected to report on the understanding of the arrangements imparted 

by order of 
ATTACHED GENERAL 
F.to GIOVANNI MAGLI 
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2 - Extract of sheet 01/12359 of the General of the Army Ettore Bastico circa the dispatch of the convoys, 
directed to the Supreme Command. Military mail 21. 


EXTRACT 
Governor General of Libya 
SUP, COMMAND ARMED FORCES NORTH AFRICA 
General Staff 
SECRET 
P.M. 11, 18 August 1941 
N. 01/12359 of prot. Op. 
SUBJECT: dispatching convoys. 
TO THE SUPREME COMMAND 


MILITARY MAIL 21 


In my recent trip to Tripoli I was sorry to learn that the arrival of the convoys and the single cargo 
ships is known to the representatives of the civilian enterprises in Tripoli 3 or 4 days in advance; all that 
from private communications from Italy from the respective companies... 

No wonder therefore that the enemy espionage service can come to now in advance of the movement 
of our convoys. 

The secrecy on the dates of departure and arrival of the convoys is one of the main elements for their 
safety; they would have the capacity to acquaintance at the last moment and with means of communication 
more secret, to the single organs appointed in charge of the protection and the defense of the traffic. 

At the same time it would be necessary to order that they are to avoided or reduce to the absolutely 
indispensable radio signals on part of the convoys and escort in navigation being able to be intercepted and 
to deal with enemy elements for individual position and the route. 

From General Rommel it comes to me moreover marked who every whenever is arrive or would have 
had to reach Bardia by submarine, this locality has been object of aerial attack on part of the English that it 
can be supposed that from the English side they are succeeding in intercept and to decipher the relative 
radio communications. 

I will be please that Commander if will attend to take part with precise and compulsory dispositions 
on that argument. 

The General of the Army 
Supreme Commander FF.AA.A.S, 
F.to ETTORE BASTICO 
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3 - Letter of the Chief of the General Staff Amm. Arturo Riccardi on the dispatch of convoys, 
directed to the Supreme Command Off. operations Africa Sector. 


To The Supreme Command Off. Operations Africa Sector 
Subject: Dispatch of convoys. 


SECRET - CLASSIFIED PERSONNEL 
Reference sheet 30473 in date 31 August. 


1) The continual care and nagging of the General Staff of Navy to reduce at a minimum the radio 
communications and to assure the water tightness with all possible devices. In any case the provisions will 
be intensified provisions to render secret as much as possible communications that must be transmitted by 
radio. 

2) It is clearly not from the R. T. communications made from naval forces or convoys at sea that the 
enemy can come to know of the routes and the dates of arrival of the same convoys because R. T. Silence at 
sea it is always scrupulously observed. 

The rarest R. T. beacons that they sent to the escorts or the naval forces are always of vital importance 
and only come in response because the enemy aerial recognition already knows where the group signaling 
was found. 

3) It is not possible that the enemy has come to know of the date of arrival at Bardia of our 
submarines from decryption of radio communication because the organization and the development of the 
missions of transport of Submarines ZOEA, CORRIDONI and ATROPO have been made without sending 
a single radio telegram. 

The CORRIDONI and the ATROPO also in the traverse of return have maintained R. T. Silence , 
while the ZOEA after approximately 36 hours from departure from Bardia has sent only one R. T. 
communication in order to inform of having been attacked from a German aircraft and of having the serious 
wounded aboard. 

4) The executive orders to the peripheral Commanders for the departure of the convoys are emanated 
in the most classified form and equally with great confidentiality and a few hours before the departure of 
the convoys come carried out from the peripheral Commanders meeting with the Commanders of the escort 
Ships and with the military Commanders of the steamships in order to give them instructions for their 
navigation. 

5) I thinks that the enemy obtains the information that interest him in our ports and in our cities 
because the news regarding the composition of the convoys and the presumable date of their departure is 
disseminated unfortunately with great rapidity initially within the harbor and then also in civil and military 
atmospheres various days before the departure 
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The Officers, the non-commissioned officers and the units of troops, that they are concentrated in the 
departure ports are generally in acquaintance of their future destination, they talk, follow with attention the 
preparations that the steamships carry out and in the imminence of the departure they write, they telegraph 
or they telephone to the families. 

Having moved the departure of the fast convoy from Naples to Taranto has not availed from the side of 
news dissemination, indeed the situation has perhaps gotten worse because the troops concentrated at 
Naples and 48 hours before the departure of the convoy with special trains are under way to Taranto. The 
procedure at this point is to contact all and the departing travelers before leaving Naples, talk, write and 
telegraph within a good 48 hours of advance on the departure of the convoy. 

Finally from the course of the cargo loading of the steamships, they are always in order down the 
same ones for the same lines, an expert eye has good indications on the date of their probable departure, 
date that for the steamboats is also confirmed from the ignition of the boilers that is carried out at least 24 
hours before the departure. 

6) They have been dispositions dates within the of R. Marina in order to render them the most 
possible secret all the operations of loading of the steamships and those in route with an agreement with the 
R. Army Higher Transportation Directorate since all the baggage, machinery, goods, etc, destined for N. A. 
and Aegean are marked by a distinctive colorful symbol and they do not give bill with addresses in 
luminosity. 

7) In order to improve the confidentiality of the cargo operations of the steamships and the dates of 
departure of the convoys I think it would profit: 

A) For the convoys with cargo. 

a) To only allow the access within the fence of the ports of departure to the used by personnel with 
the job of the military traffic. 
b) Control said lot of personnel. 

B) For the fast troops convoys. 

a) To concentrate at Taranto for several days before the departure of the convoys the troops in 
transport. 

b) Prohibit them during their residence in Taranto telephone or telegraph communications. 

c) Hold up the ordinary correspondence from Taranto of said troops until the departure of the said 
convoys happened. 


THE CHIEF OF GENERAL STAFF 
F. to RICCARDI 
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APPENDIX 7 
EXCHANGE OF LETTER BETWEEN SUPERMARINA AND SUPERAEREO REGARDING THE 
TRANSPORT OF MATERIALS CARRIED OUT BY THE SMG. BRAGADINO ON 
BEHALF OF THE R. AERONAUTICAL. 
THE 24 JUNE 1940 


Letter from Supermarina directed to Maricosom relative to the transport of materials on behalf of the 
R. Air Force from Naples to Tobruk. 

SUPERMARINA 21 June 1940 

TO MARICOSOM = CENTER 
and for acquaintance: 

NAPLES HARBOR . 
MARICOTRAFF = CENTER 
MESSINA HARBOR 

ARGUMENT: Transport material R. Air Force. 

SECRET = CLASSIFIED PERSONAL 
1) Arrange for the transfer of submersible BRAGADINO from Augusta to Naples where said submersible 
must embark in the mines room the material of the R, Air Force for transport to Tobruk. 

2) Naples Harbor with agreements with the local Office of Military Embankment and Disembark 
Section R. Air Force for the prompt transport of the material. 

3) Arrange that submarine BRAGADINO depart from Naples as soon as ready and carry out 
navigation of mainly on the surface by the directed routes, journeying in the Strait of Messina in the diurnal 
hours. 

4) Naples Harbor will timely communicate to the Supermarina and Maricosom the date of departure 
of the BRAGADINO. It will moreover communicate to Messina Harbor the date and the hour of passage in 
the Strait and to Tobruk Harbor the date and probable hour of the arrival. 

5) Completing the disembarkation of the loaded cargo the BRAGADINO will at once return to 
Taranto. 

6) Classified. 

by order 

VICE ADMIRAL 

Adj. Chief of the General Staff 
F.to E. Somigli 
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Letter from Supermarina to Superaereo 
SUPERMARINA 
1 July, 1940 
Prot. n. 838 - S.R.P./Sup. 
TO SUPERAEREO 


SUBJECT: Urgent transport to Libya by means of SM. BRAGADINO of materials for R. Aeronautica. 
CLASSIFIED = SECRET PERSONAL 

In the matter of the materials boarded by the R. Aeronautica on the 23rd of June at Naples on the SM. 
BRAGADINO to be urgently transported to Tobruk they altogether turn out to be 24-cases of crated 
materials for a weight of approximately - one ton. 

Also underrating the importance of the logistic art in war operations I do not think, given the 
exceptional means employed, in the transport, that it would have been more useful to take advantage of the 
very modest cargo space available completely (27 tons), for the shipment to Tobruk of supply and 
replacement parts from said request. 


THE CHIEF OF GENERAL STAFF 
F.to CAVAGNARI 


Answer of the Superaereo specificly to Supermarina n. 838 about the importance of the transported 
materials. 


GENERAL STAFF R. AERONAUTICAL 
SUPERAEREO 
2 July 1940 
Office. B 
Prot. n. B - 15097 


ARTICLE: : Urgent transport by means of the SM. BRAGADINO of material of R. Aeronautica. 
To SUPERMARINA 
CLASSIFIED = SECRET PERSONAL 


Your appreciation, Excellency, in merit of the nature on part of the cargo embarked on the SM. 
BRAGADINO is surely correct; but only it was not reported that part of the embarked materials on said 
SM., but with all of the materials that they assembled in Naples was necessary to send urgently to Libya 
and of that it had to serve in order to allow that equipment which to the Air Force was logistically very 
indispensable for the life and the employment of the Units. 
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The munitions and the engine parts, cumbersome, would have been placed more easily on 
the steamship that, as was noted, had left nearly at the same time as the BRAGADINO. 

For the Air Force the transport of the crated materials was, in the context of the moment the 
most necessary and most urgent; now that the unexpected concentration of notable air forces on 
the battle fields of the frontiers of eastern Libyan and the serious deficiency of materials by the 
quartermaster, caused by the suspension of the foreseen naval transports, had, among other 
things, place the personnel of the units in the condition of having to subdivide in four or five turns 
the only meal in twenty-four hours. 

Placing such exceptional uneasiness in relation also to the atmosphere and the climate, is as 
evident as, more then before that the properly of said war material, urged, in the specific case, to 
supply and to furnish to the personnel the minimum necessary to be able to live and being able to 
operate in the war. 

The Chief of general staff 
F.to Pricolo 
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PERSONNEL 
Aiello Contramm. 81, 178, 195 
Angelotti C. C. 289 
Arco T. V. 225 
Argento Ten. A. A. 84 
Arnaud C. C. 90, 102 
Artina Ten. A. A. 211 
Badoglio Mar. d'Italia I] 2, 9 
Baldo C. F. 78 
Balsofiore Cap. D. M. 111 
Bandini C. C. 320, 323 
Baroni C. V, 23, 25 
Bassetti Cap. G. N. 329 
Bastico Gen. d'Amm. 310 
Battaglia G. C. V. 303, 306 
Bechis C V. 81 
Bellegaede (de) C. F. 148 
Besagno S. T. V. 111 
Bettica T. V. 235 
Bianchi Cap. 147 
Biffignandi C. C. 262 
Bigi C. V. 81, 113, 114, 172, 178, 179, 255, 257, 258 
Brivonesi Bruno Amm. di Div. 142, 149 
Campanella T. V. 324, 329 
Campioni Amm. di Sq. 30, 239 
Canzoneri Contramm 142, 146, 147 
Cappa Gen. A. A. 252 
Caraciotti C. V. 223 
Carni Asp. G. M. 44 
Casardi Arnm, di Div. 135 
Cavagnari Amm. d'Arm. 1, 2, 336 
Cavallero Gen. C. A. 238, 251 
Cerrina Feroni C. F. 214 
Chinigo C. F. 262, 289, 290 
Goliolo C. F. 75, 88 
Gollins Serg. ingl. 157 
Corsi F. C. C. 286 
Gosta Col. 147 
Cruciani S. T. V. 235 
Cunningtham Amm. ingl. 29, 113, 138 
Cunsolo C. C, 325 
Dabinovich S. T. V. 44 
D' Alterio C. C. 324 
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De Cristofaro C, F 100, 102, 109 
De Grossi Mazzorin T V, 44 

Del Buono C. F, 175: 177 

Della Corte C, C, 90 

De Moratti C. C, 271 

Di Giecomo A. (ragazzo) 67 

Di :Persico T, V, 80 

Ernpoli Ten, Ccm1m, 84 
Esposito S. C, V, 285, 288, 296 
Fabbris Cap. 1, c 144 

Fedeli C. V, 301, 302 

Felton Serg, ingl. 177 
Fioravanzo Amm. di Div. 252 
Fiorelli C, F. 121, 122 

Fiscal t. d. m. 44 

Fontana G. C. C. 54 

Frigerio T. V. 62, 63 

Gabrielli T. V 277 

Galati C. V. 45, 65, 94, 95, 139, 155, 156, 259 
Galleani C. F, 308 

Garassini Cap. 1. c. 220 

Geisler Gen. ted. 69 

Gentili T, V. 331 

Ghé C. F. 142, 25;?, 260, 261, 294 
Giacosa t.d.m. 325, 331 

Gilberto T. V. 57, 94, 231, 263 
Giungi C. C. 73 

Giuriati C. F. 92, 131, 133, 214, 216, 217, 259 
Gladulich Cap. 1. c. 301 
Graziani Mar d'talia 1 

Guariso Cap. Alp. 56 

Guida T. V. 1;22 

Guidi 2* Ca!po segn. 80 
Guidotti S. T. 116 

Harrison Capo sq. A. A. ing]. 177 
Hitler 69 

Imperiali R. C, C 122 

Ines Jepsen Cap. |. c. ted. 80 
Lambelet G. M 235 

Lambertini T. V 323 

Lavagnino C. C. 160 

Legnani Amm. di Div. 172 
Lombardi Amm. di Di'V .222 
Longo G. M 44 


10/03/2000 


The Defense of the North African Convoys; Vol.1 


494 

Lowenberg C. C. 79 

Mack C. V. Eng. 106, 107 
Marano C. C, 78, 102 

Marchetti S. C. Sil. 111 
Marenco di Moriondo Amm di Div. 74, 82 
Martini C. F. 286 

Marzi C. C. 116 

Masini T. V. 191 

Mazzola C. V. 82 

Meixner C. C. Ger. 330 
Mussolini 1, 2 

Naccari C. C. 59 

Nomis di Pollone Contramm. 265, 267, 269 
Patrignano Cap. G. N. 193 
Pellegrini T. V. 209 

Pezzolo C. C. 60 

Piat S. T. V. 84 

Pierleoni C.C. 117 

Pighini T. V. 273 

Porta C.C. 112 

Porzio Giovanola Amm. di Div. 118, 119 
Pricolo Gen, di sq. A. A. 1, 71 
Reggiani T. V. 42 

Riccardi Amm. d'Arm. 310 
Rinaldi t. d. m. 323, 331 

Roatta Gen. C. A. 201 

Rommel Gen. Ger.. 69, 329, 330 
Rosica T.V. 232 

Rossi A. C F. 234, 235 

Rossi P. Serg. pil. 211 

Salvatori B. C. C. 93 

Sandrelli C. C. 100 

Sansonetti Amm. di Div. 316 
Sauro T.V. 331 

Scammacca C. F. 304 

Scaroni S.T. V. 309 

Sironi T. V. 95, 176 

Soddu Gen. C. A. 1 

Tanzini C. F. 67, 81, 122 
Thompson Serg. ingl. 177 
Wanklyn C. C. Eng. 301 
Weichold Amm. Ger. 140, 141, 326, 328, 330, 335, 336 





ITALIAN & GERMAN SHIPS. 


Absirtea SS. 41, 49 

Achille SS. 41, 49 

Adana SS. Ger. 72, 77, 87, 91, 92, 93, 102, 103, 111, 112 
Aegina SS. Ger. 72, 77, 87, 91, 102, 111 

Airone TB 34, 35, 228 

Albatros TB. 194, 228, 287, 288 

Albatros SV(m) 207 

Alcione TB. 77, 93, 228, 270 

Alcione Tkr 270 

Aldebaran TB. 45, 49, 50, 63, 64, 75, 81 
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Algerino SS. 50 

Alicante SS. Ger. 72, 77, 81, 82, 88, 90, 100, 113, 114, 207 

Almena MS. Ger. 276, 277, 278 

Alos Mv 194 

Alpino DD. 34, 41, 139, 140, 154, 194, 195, 212, 213, 214, 216, 221, 223, 224 

Altair TB. 49, 50 

Alula GB. 275 

Amba Alagi FV 174, 193 

Amsterdam SS. 87, 88, 139, 175, 178, 195, 252, 253 

Androrneda TB. 41 

Ankara SS. Ger. 72, 73, 77, 81, 88, 91, 100, 135, 138, 155, 157, 158, 192, 194, 196, 212, 247 
Anna (G. 18) Mine Swep. 315 

Anna Maria. SS. 195, 196 

Annibale Bosco SV(m) 275 

Antares TB 41, 196, 230, 270 

Antonio A. SV(m) 275 

Aosta Mv 191 

Aquilone DD. 50 

Aquitania SS. 50, 57, 58, 94, 172, 174, 184, 187, 193, 194, 195, 221, 241, 253, 256, 257, 259, 262, 263, 
264 

Arcturus SS. Ger. 72, 77, 81, 88, 90, 91, 118, 121, 131, 132 

Ardente TB. 229 

Ardor SS. 193, 194 

Armando SS. 87 

Arno No 112, 148 

Arsia SS. 66, 171, 190 

Arta SS. Ger. 72, 77, 87, 91, 102, 103, 108, 111, 112 

Artigliere DD. 22 

Ascari DD. 34, 66, 82, 83, 84, 85, 142, 151, 179, 181, 182, 193, 195, 287, 288 
Ascianghi SS. 292 

Assiria SS. 57, 87, 231 

Atropo SM. 323, 324, 325, 327, 331 

Attendolo CL. 34, 135 

Audace TB. 229 

Audace SS. 77 

Aurora SV(m) 193 

Aviere DD. 22, 81, 113, 114, 139, 172, 174, 178, 131, 182, 187, 193, 194, 195, 196, 241, 253, 254 
Bainsizza SS. 33, 49, 51, 57, 75, 76, 154, 193, 194, 195, 222, 241, 252, 262, 289, 293 
Baleno DD. 81, 90, 91 100, 

104, 109, 111, 112 
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Bande Nere CL 28, 30, 66, 74, 82, 83, 84, 85, 86, 118, 1'20, 121, 139 
Barbarigo MS 135, 138, 155, 194, 207, 212, 213, 214, 285 

Barbaro MS 28, 31, 32., 33, 45, 46, 48, 51, 194, 196, 222, 259, 261, 286, 288 
Barbiano CL 28, 34, 36 

Barletta MS 29 

Beatrice C. SS 77, 94, 172, 173, 174 

Beilul SM 29 

Bellona SS Ger. 276, 278 

Bersagliere DD 34, 41, 139, 140, 195, 222, 223 

Birmania MS 122, 204, 206, 207 

Bolzano CA 142, 151, 193, 195 

Borea DD 41, 50 

Bosforo SS. 34, 50, 77, 154, 194, 196, 208, 210, 222, 272 

Bragadino SM 22, 319, 320,322 

Brarena Tkr. 212, 214, 215, 216, 217, 218, 219, 220, 221 

Brook SS. Ger. 138, 152, 195, 196 

Cadamosto SS 191, 194, 195, 273 

Cadorna CL 118, 139 

Caffaro SS. 34, 49, 77, 94, 172, 174, 193, 214, 221, 252, 259, 289, 290 
Cagliari SS. 143 

Calatafimi TB 142, 146 

Caldeta SS. 208, 210, 211, 212, 312, 313 

Calino MS 73 

Calitea MS 28, 31, 32, 73, 75, 100, 135, 140 

Calliope TB 41, 50, 77, 81, 94, 100, 113, 142, 178, 182, 234, 253, 254, 255, 256, 273, 274, 310, 312 
Camicia Nera DD 22, 77, 31, 113, 139, 172, 174, 196, 253, 255, 256 
Canopo TB 122 

Cantore TB 41, 47, 49 

Capacitas SS. 112 

Capitano Cecchi MS(a) 137 

Capo d'Orso SS. 8, 49, 66, 140, 153, 193, 194, 196, 208, 210, 222, 232, 234, 292 
Capo Mele SS. 66 

Capo Vita SS. 49, 88, 89, 91 

Caralbiniere DD 34, 66, 179, 195, 287, 288 

Caralis MS(a) 60, 61, 63, 66, 75, 197 

Carolina $V(m) 208 

Cascino TB 34, 66, 193 

Cassiopea TB 135, 140, 146 

Castellon SS. Ger. 72, 77, 87, 88 31, 132, 310, 311, 312, 314 
Castelnuovo SS. 50 

Castelverde SS. 51, 174, 21,253,257 
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Castore TB. 51, 81, 87, 122, 155, 192, 231 

Caterina SS. 292, 294 

Caucaso SS. 41, 49, 52, 66, 88 

Centauro TB. 49; 73, .77, 87, 95, 112, 135, 194, 195, 299, 307, 310 

Ciclope Tug. 195 

Cicogna Cov. 229 

Cigno TB 41, 94, 135, 155, 156, 157, 193 

Cilicia SS. 8, 262, 270, 272 

Circe TB. 34, 41, 45, 50, 93, 192, 195, 228, 229, 234, 235, 289, 290, 291, 299, 307, 309, 316 
Cirene Cn 191 

Citta di Bari MS. 33, 49, 204, 206, 207 

Citta di Livorno SS. 50 

Citta di Messina SS. 42, 43 

Citta di Napoli MS. 34 

Citla di Palermo MS. 34 

Climene TB. 138, 151, 152, 154, 194 

Clio TB. 41, 57, 87, 94, 112, 175, 196, 222, 230, 231, 234, 235, 262, 263, 264, 292, 307, 309, 316 
Col di Lana SS. 33, 49, 59, 66, 139, 140, 175, 178; 195, 252, 262, 288, 289, 292, 293 

Conte di Savoia SS. 32 

Conte Rosso SS. 65, 66, 73, 81, 91, 100, 142, 143, 144, 146, 148, 149, 150, 151, 152, 154, 158, 159; 160, 
241, 243, 244, 247 

Cora SV(m) 196, 273 

Corazziere DD. 34, 32, 83, 84, 85, 142, 143, 144, 148, 149, 179, 193, 195 

Corridoni ,SM. 23, 319, 322, 325, 327, 331 

Cosenz TB. 44, 57, 194 

Costante Tug. 289 

Costanza SS. 275 

Cuma MS. 51 

Da Mosto DD. //3, 135, 136 

Dandolo SM 329 

Da Noli DD. 45, 46, 49, 50, 81, 95, 100, 112, 135, 139, 155, 156, 157, 178, 180, 132, 192, 296, 298, 302, 
305, 307, 308, 309, 310 

Da Recco DD. 135, 193, 247, 264, 265, 267, 268, 269, 285, 288, 296, 298, 299, 300, 305, 306, 307, 308, 
309, 310 

Dardo DD. 92, 93, 112, 139, 153, 172, 194, 195, 252, 259, 285, 286, 287, 288, 292, 293 

Da Verazzano DD. 135, 136 

Deffenu MS(a) 74, 75, 88, 90, 91 

Delfin SS. 63, 64 

Delfino SV(m) 193 

De Lutti Cn 209, 210, 230, 234, 313 
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Dezza TB 50, 265, 267, 268 

Diaz CL 81, 82, 83, 84, 120, 203 

Duca d'Aosta CL 135 

Duca degli Abruzzi CL 28, 32, 34, 123, 125, 139, 140, 154, 159, 172 

Duilio BB. 161 

Duisburg SS Ger. 17, 60, 61, 62, 154, 248 

Edda SS. 49, 231 

Egeo MS(a) 121, 122 

Egitto SS. 8, 160, 208, 210 

Elisa SV(m) 191 

Emo Smg 329 

Ernesto SS. 51, 139, 140, 174, 175, 178, 194 195 221 222, 223, 224, 241, 253, 257, 258, 262, 288, 289 
Esperia SS. 22, 28, 31, 32, 41, 49, 50, 51 64 66 73 81 82 87 91 100, 112, 142, 143, 144, 151, 152, 159, 178, 
179, 181, 182, 183, 184, 189, 192 193 239 241 262 264, 267, 268, 271 

Esperis SV(m) 272 273 

Esoero DD. 15 23 25 

Eugenio di Savoia LC 28, 34, 135 

Euro DD. 100, 102, 122, 135, 154, 193, 194, 214, 217, 259, 262, 292, 293 

Euterpe Cov 230 

Famiglia SS. 44, 45 

Fassio A. SS. 270 

Fenicia SS. 88, 89, 90, 91 

Filuccio SC V(m) 292 

Fiume CA 34 

Florida SS. 77 

Foca Smg 319 

Folgore DD. 92, 93, 118, 131, 132, 154, 159, 160, 193, 194, 195, 214, 215, 216, 217, 218, 219, 220, 221, 
222, 241, 259 261, 285, 288, 292, 293 

Fortunale TB 229 

Foscarini MS 28, 31, 32, 41, 49, 50, 135, 140, 155, 156, 157, 158, 159, 160, 164, 172 

Francesco Garré SV(m) 275 

Fratelli Garré SV(m) 275 

Feccia DD. 74, 78, 79, 80, 87, 142, 143, 146, 148, 149, 151, 152, 156, 193, 194, 195, 241, 243, 252, 259, 
285, 288, 292, 293, 294 

Fuciliere DD. 34, 41, 194, 195, 212, 213, 214, 217, 218, 219, 221, 223, 224 

Fulmine DD 90, 122, 135, 154, 193, 194 195, 214, 215, 217, 221, 259, 289, 290, 292 

Gabbiano Cov 230 

Galata MS 49 
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